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vl.

PREFACE.

The eeries of Saxon charters of Oxfordshire is much smaller
than those of Berkshire, Hampshire, Wiltshire, Somersot,
Worceetershire, Dorset or Kent,l -because there was not in the
county any monastery rvhich in respect to extent of possessions
could compare with the great religious houses of thoJe countios,
foundations such as Christ Church and St. Augustine's, Canter-
bury, the Old and the New Monasteries at Winchester, Shaftes-
!_gry, Glastonbury, Malmesbury, Wilton, Evesham, Pershore,
Worcester and Abingdon.

But the charters of the county, though comparatively few
in number, contain matter which"raises i;teresti;s and iftoor-
tant questions with regard to the legal and e"onoilric situation
in the Saxon ago.

The elucidation of the boundaries of the grants has beon
rendered difficult in some cases by the fact th;t it has been at
times impossible to get lists of the field names of the land-units
(parishes) concerned because many of the tithe awards were
made under privqte acts, the recoids of which have been lost ;
and it is in the field names especially that one may look for the
survival of names which appear in the Saxon surveys.

In the cases of the charters of Witney, Reacl Ora and., to a
certai! extent, of those of Woodeaton and Newnham Murren,
a further difficulty has arisen because some of the bounds of
the grarrtstell within forest regions, or passed over the uplands
of the Chilterns. In both cases 1,he old population wolld be
small, and with the spread of cultivation new circumstances
would lead to new names and the disappearance of the old ones.

The topographical references have been made throughout in
such a way that a leader who has the one-inch ordna[ce man
of Oxfordshire in his possession may follow them.

_ 
r I havo alroe,dy published the series of Berkshire, Wiltshire, Ilampshi-re,

and W'orcestershire in the following publications :-
Berkshire ia tb;a Berks, Bucks-'ahd, Oron, Archeol,ogical Journal:
rrampshiro and \lrilt'shirc in tlrc arcrreolog,ioal Jo*intd (of rlrc Archeological

Institute):
Worcestershirs i, the l,ransactions oJ the Birmitqham Araheologi,cal

Soci,ety z

and those of somorset are being published in ilro Journal oJ the somerset
Archeologieal Society, and are noi riearly complete.
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INTRODUCTION.

As many misleading views on the genuineness of tr, number
of Saxon charters have been put fonrard in the past by writers
who might be expected to be able to express authoritative
opinions on such questions, it may be well to call to the mind
of the reader the circumstances under which documents of the
Saxon age have come down to the modern world.

Any discussion of the charters of Oxfordshire on the scale
adopted, for instance, in Napier and Stevenson's edition oI tlie
Crawford, Charters would have entailed the writing of a book
of a size such as would have rendered its publication a financial
impossibility,-a book which would have contained matter
two-thirds of which would have been of little or no interest to
a,ny save a very n&rrow circle of studonts.

But it may be well to state briefly the criteria of a general
nature which may be applied as tests of the genuineness of a
charter.

It is, no doubt, the case that many of the oxtant, MSS. of
charters do not go back to the age at which the grants they
record rvere mado. But it is not a question of the date of the
extant copies, but of whether they show evidence of having
been copied from documents which had an origin in, or a descent
from, Saxon times. The re-copying of documents must have
been a necessity in ages when they were exposed to the ravages
of damp or other forms of damage in storage very difierent
from that in which documents are presorved in modern
libraries. The very mistakes made in extant copies show, in
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many cases, that the scribe was copying a document the text
of which had faded, or parts of which were in a language
(Saxon) which he, at best, imperfectly understood, for the
evolution of English proceeded with amazing rapidity between

the date of the Conquest and that of Chaucer. It may be

taken as certain that, had the scribe of the document now
surviving been a forger, these mistahes would not have been

present.

There is another very important consideration which must
be taken into account in forming a judgment of the genuineness

of a document. l\fodern authorities have often formed this
judgment on the Latin element in a charter, and have con-
demned its genuineness because it contains Latin expressions

not customary at, the date to which it professes to belong.

It is questionable whether this is a true critorion. A scribe of
the X'ourteenth Century v'ho 'n'as dealing with a document of
the Saxon age would be dealing 'with a Latin element in it
which, if not too faded, he would have no difficulty in under-
standing, and a Saxon element which he could not interpret,
though he might recognize many of the terms employed.
It is quite conceivable that he might be tempted to 'improve'
the Latin element, which he did understand, rvhile confining
himself to reproducing the Saxon element letter by letter ;

in fact, as far as the Latin element is concerned, a copyist of
any age who was acquainted with Latin, as monkish scribes

would be, would be tempted to modify Latin expressions in the
original with a vierv either to greater adornment of style or to
greater clearness of expression. Yet the copy might give a
perfectly truthful version of the original grant.

In so far as it is possible to test the genuineness of these

Saxon documents which have survived up to the present time,
it is only on the Saxon element that this can be founded with
any assurance. Conclusions drawn from the Latin element

can be. at, best, uo more than suspicions.
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Each of the charters contained in this book has been judged

by such intrinsic evidence as it allords ; and, if it, contains a

suspicious element, the existence oI that element and the
nature of the suspicion attached to it have been clearly stated.

Some readers ma,y be surprised at the attention which has

been given to the determination of the exact area of a grant.
They would not be surprised at this did the5, know how often

those rvho have in the past used these charters to illustrate
points of legal or economic history have been misled by
mistaken assumptions as to the locality o &rea of tlie grants

on which they sought to support conclusions. It, is most

unsafe to use any charter for the support or illustration of

some legal or historical point unless its topographical applica-

tion has been accurately determined.
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ABBREVIATIONS.

B (with a number). Il,eference to charter printed in Birch's
Cartularium Saxonicum.

BT. Bosworth & Toller's Anglo-Saxon Lexicon.
By. Boundary.
Ch. Charter.

'o 
u'i,.';:ri'"f;:ndarv'

fur. furlong.
K (with a number). 

.f;,;:f"fr,T,jffit;;f3: 
printed in Kemble's

m. mile.

OMI. One-inch ordnance map.
OM6. Six-inch ordnance map.
(V). Vocabulary of field names.
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SAXON OXFORDSHIRE.

ABDLEY.
Ardiey is about l3$m. almost due N. of Oxford.

Charter.
K.1289 is a charter whereby King Ethelred grants to Ethelwig

five hidos at, Eard,ulfes Lea ab the reputed date A.D. 995.
In the body of the charter the king recites how the land came

into his possession owing to the criminal misdeeds of three
brothers, a statement, which is of great importance as suggesting
at Ieast ono way in which Iandl might come to be at the disposal
of the king or crown.

The Ethehvig to whom the grant is rnade is described as
having been the king's ' praepositus,' Iieutenant, in Buckingham-
shire.

Survey.
That the survey is at, least based ultimately on one of the

Saxon age there is no reason to doubt. The forms of words
show that.
l. Aerest of thare Greutun Dic th,a,et to Aetheluuold,es Lea to than
Land,gemaere :

'First from the Great Dyke then to Aethelwold's Lea to the
tsalk of the Ploughland.'

The Great l)yke was probably on the By. on the N. edge of
Ardley village. The Lea w&s on the N. By. to the E. oI the
village. The Balk ran along the E. end of the N. By. and
possibly down the N. part of the E. By.
2. Of than Gemaere swa aefter Dene in Beri,g Broc :

1 I say 'Iand' for lack o{ a better term to ernploy in a matter in which
very various opinions have beorr oxpressed. It[y own impression is that in
the case of all those instances of the grant ol bocl,ancl recordod in the charters
what dirl pass to the granteo wa,s the right to the dues, or parts of the dues, on
the land payablc to the king or crown and probably the fincs in the local
courts ; ancl that wbab mi,gh,t pa,ss was the holding of cortain lands within
the cornrnr.rnity which had fallon to tho crown owing, inter alia, to such cir-
cumsta,nces as those recorded in this charter.
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'From the Balk so after (along ?) the Dean to (Da'gger

Eyot ? ?)1 Brook.'
The Brook is unquestionably that which forms nearly the

whole of the E. By. of the pirish. 'I'he Dean is apparently
the hoilow in which the brook runs'

3. Of etc. thaet into UffewYlle Broc :
' from Sexig Brooli to ihe Brook oI (UfTu's ?) Spring.'
This carrieslhe survey along the S' By. to a stream which,

coming down SSW. from Ashgl,ovg X'arm (OMl), forms par:t
of tha[ By. This is lhe Uffewylle Broc.

4. Of elc. thael, on tha Grenan Dic :
'from the Brook then to the Green l)yke.'
This Dyke ran along that, part of the By. immed. W. of the

brook.

5. Of etc. be suthun thuere Eorthbyrg thaet on' Cw'icelmes Hlaew :
'from the Dvke to the south of the Earthen Camp to

Cwichelm's Low (tumulus).'
It is interesting to find here a tumulus with the same name

as the famous Ew'ichelmes Hlaew of the Berkshire Downs'
Unfortunately in the presenb aase no- sign of the tumulus
survivos. gut it must,-have stood at the re-errtering angle of
the S. By. 5 fur. SW. lry W. of Ashgrove .Farm' (OMl.)'
The Camp has also vanished' The survey implies that it
stood just N. of the tumulus.

6. Of etc. thaet on, tha Portstraele :
'from the Low then to the Street (made Roacl) to the

Town (Market ?).'

This is that rather remarkable road which forms parts of the
W. By. of the parish. It coincides with thatmysterious.earth-
work"called .{bes Ditch. (Ol\[1). The noticeable part of it
starts on the N. at, Fritwell, whence it runs S. in a series of
stlaight lines to the B,oman road, the-Akeman Street, which it
joins] after a course of 4|nq., just on the N' edge of Kirtlington
,illuse. It, is possible- that it was a R'oman vicinal way
,orrrlog ofi froi the main B,oman road. (See chapter on
roads.)

r Tho translation is of the most tontative character. It, is possible that
, lorrs nairow evot mieht be given such a name. But two otler things ar-e

p"".ifit" i 
-iil 

tULt tlerE is a M"S. error : (2) that Serig is a stream namo with
uo recognizable meaning'
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7. Of e\c. thaet with Lytle Ci,l'tene an aecer braecle :
'from the Portstrdet over against Little . .1 at the

breadth of a strip of ploughland from it.'
On the W. By. Z{ fur. S. of the S. end of Ballards Copqe (OMl)

the By. leaves-the line of the Port'street and Abes Ditch and
runs $arallel with it for a short way at a distance oI roughly
.p"ukirg 22yds. from it. The an aecer braecle of the landmark
implies also about, 22 yds.

8. Thaet on thaene (]renan lYeg the scyt to Hegford,a :
'Then to the Green Way which runs to Heyford.'
The Ardley end of this Way survives in the form of the road

which runs WSW. from Fewcot (OMt) across the N. part of the
parish to the N. edge of Ballards Copse, where it forms_part-of
tne W. ny. It is t[en pointing direct to Upper Heyford' The
rest of its line has vanished.
9. Aefter ehc. thaet Joran ongen Cynewynne Wylle :

'Aiter (X'ollowing ?) the Green Way then over against
CYnew)'n's SPring.''This-sprin[ is (OMG) on the By. a short, **. N. of Ballards
Copse. (OMl).
10. Of etc.'into thaere Greatan D'ic :

'Fiom the Spring to the Great Dyke.'
Just after running N. from the Spring the By- again meets

the line of the Abes Ditch, the Great Dyke of the landmark.
ll. And,lang thaere Dic thaet'i,nto Bunon (read Burnan ?) :

' Along the Dyke then to the Bourne (?).'
Bunon mav be a stream name ; but the form in n'hich it

appea,rs in thL next, Iandmark suggests that it is an error. The
r6f^erence is to the stream which forms the W. half of the N. By.
L2. Andlang Bunan {read Burnan ?) to than Ealdan ?cvrd,a :

'Along the Bourne (?) to the OIdJ'ord.'
The Oid X'ord must have been where the N. By. leaves the

stream just on the SW. edge of the village of Fewcot. (OMl).
13. O.f etc. into Eard,ulfes Lea :

'X'iom the Ford to Ardley.'
The reference is evidently to the village itself which abuts on

the N. By. of the parish.
14. O.f etc. thaet eft to thaere Greatan Dic :

'tr'iom the Lea then again to the Great Dyke.'
See landmark 1.

i

t Ci,l,tene is not translatable. Is it the old name of Abes Ditoh ?

I
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ARIICOTE.
Arncote is 3m. SE. of Bicester.

Charter.
K.1279 is a charter whereby King Ethelred grants to the

monastery at Abingdon two hides at Earni,gcote at the reputed
date A D. 983.

Survey.
The survey at least goes back to a genuine document of the

Saxon age.

l. Aerest of than Eald,an Slaepe ugt and,lang Giht :
'n'irst fiom the old Slippery Placel up along the Giht (Ray)

river.'
This landmark v'as where the W. By. of the parish impingos

first on the river Ray 3 fur. SSE. of Astleybridge Farm (OMl)
in Merton parish. A track runs oYer the river at this point.

Gi,ht is the old name of the river B,ay2.
From the Slaeyt the By. goes E. along t'he Gi,ht (ttay) whiclr

forms the whole of the I{. By. of the parish.
2. Of Gi,ht on thaet Rithig :

'From the B,ay to the Stroamlet.'
3. And,lang Rithi,es on th,one Mere :

'Along the Streamlet to the Pond.'
4. Of etc. eft on thaet Ri,thi,g :

'From the Pond once more to the Streamlot.'
5. And,lang etc. to tlmn Hind'falil,an :

'Along the Streamlet to the Fold of the Hinds.'

r Sloep is a curious word. For meaning soe Mawer, Chiet El,emm,ts i,n
Engl,islt, Pl,ace Names. I would go further than Mawor and suggest that
sla,Cp was a slippery place on a trutk o"s it descendod to a ford over a river.
The term is the second element in the place namo Islip.

2 Ekwall, Riuor Nam,es of llnglantl, does not recognize this fact. Ray,
with a variant form Rea, is a very common river name in Dngland. It ha^s,
as in the present case, ofton Laken the place of sotne olcler na,me, some of
which names are known from tho charters, Ray means merely 'the tivot,'
meaniog thereby that theso Rays were t'o the inhabitants of the respective
districts through which they florved each of them so marked in the topography
of this or that locality as to be called by the inhabitants 'the rivor,' an
expression which dwellers in tho locality would always undorstand as the
well-known stroam of their neighbourhood. It was to the Saxon dweller in
its neighbourhood the eo, 'river' ; but, as the true Saxorr place namo was in
the locativo case, it would be known as aet thaere ea,, literally 'at the river' ;
and, as in the courso of Ianguage evolution tho name became modified, the
'r' of the deffnite anticlo th,ttere adhered, as it were, to the eo, and so forrned
the modern name Ray or Rea,
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6. Of etc. on th,one Swi,nhege :
'tr'rom the Fold of the Hinds to the Swine Hedge.'

7. And,lang etc. ,tnnan Easthealas :
'Along the Swine Hedge to the East Hollows.'

8. Swa be lYyrtwalan,inna thone Smalan lVeg :
'So by the Foot of the Slope to the Na,rrow Wuy.,

9. And,lang etc. on Gi,ht to thnn Eal,il,an Blaepe thner hit aer otloon :
^.'Along th.e Narrow Way to the R,ay^to the Old Slip-pery
Place where it first began.'

- Ar-ncote parish is a very featureless region, and that makes
the determination of these landmarks dihcult.

The-Smal Weg o! 8 is nou'represented by a field road which
runs along the W. By. just S. of the B,ay river.

The East Heala,s of 7 are almost certainly the hollows in the
hillside at the SE. corner of the parish a firrlong or more SE.
of Cluehill X'arm. (OMl).

The Swinhege must have run down the S. part of the E. Bv.
to the E. and NE. of the aforesaid farm. There must haie
been woodland outside the By. at this point, and there is some
woodland there at the preseni day.

A small stream forms part of the E. By. for a distance of
about one furlong, and just a furlong W. of lVidnell Barn.(OMl). This is piobably the Ri,this ofZ.

BENSINGTON or BENSOT{.
Bensington is 2|m. NNE. of Wallingford in Berks.

Charter.
K.L292 is a charter_whereby King Ethelred grants to throe

brothers two hides at Bynsi,ngiura at -tho reputetftate A.D. SgO.
Judging from the acreage of the hide in the charters dea[ns

with land of the same na,ture as that at Bensington, these t-wE
hides do not proba,bly represent more than 2b0-acres. Benson
is a la.rge parish o^f 2,92lacres. and therefore this grant is bui
a small fraction of the whole. That alone would m"ake it, ouite
certain that an attempt to solve the topograph.y of the suivey
of the grant would present serious, if n6t l-ns6tu"fle, difficultieJ.

. lt.is possible pe1laps to say where the grant Iay ; but it is
atsolutelv impossible to identify rvith an-y proUibititv more
than a few of the landmarks of iis survey. 

- If does not"ar:pear
to have lain within the main area of th6 modern parish. "Bri
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between the villages of Berrick Salome and Roke on the W',
u"J it" W. By. o"f Brightwell Baldwin on t'he E', thero is an

""t "otai"*"y 
.Ii.tri"t ,ird" op of detached portions.of Belqo,n'

Berrick salome and Ewelme mingled in a Itay that it-would.bo
hard. or perhaps impossible to parallel in the rest' of t'he map
Lf-n"gtri"a. 'tt"." appear on^t'he map. of the present day'
But,, frore than this, up-to quite re^ge-nt times what is now the
Nnl p"rt of the parish of B6rrick Salome was in Benson, and

"o"rio 
the W. of Berrick village there was land of Benson over

u,ra uto"" that still forming -part of that p-arish-' That this
srant deals with the rvhole or part of these detached pieces 01

B""ro" is highly probable. Blenson was royal property,..and
nrobablv nehict<'was so also. The king gave t'hese three
f,rothers two hides rvhich mav be translated, without doing
,riol"n"e to the real meaning, 't'wo farms'' To understand
what farm meant in the dayJ before tho Enclosure Act's it is
rr""""*r.r, to studv the tithe award map of some parish wlere
in" ,*u"ra was ilade before the Enclbsure Act was applied
to the rcarish. There it will be seen that a farm did not consist,
as it oriinarily does now-a-days, of -a 

series of contiguous figt{s,
u"t of patche"s of arable and grass landscattered all about the
pu"i"tt.t Thus it must, not b:e assumed t'hat' these two hides
reoresent two areas of land each within a sort of ring fence'
At'thu same time it is possible that, if the land granted.h.ad

""""i*.tv been 'domain' lancl of the king, a possibility
i-upported by the fact that there was a ' villa regia'.at .Be3r1on,'?
i["i tt " gr"ant may have been i,- a m-ore consolidated form
i[an that"in which"it would have been had the farms been o{

the ordinary type of a Saxon family- holding' . But', however
this may Ue, itiii probable that these detached pieces of Benson
in the nligtrbourhiod o{ the village of Berrick S-alo-rye re-present,

"itfr"" 
wfiolty or in part, the 1wo hides of t'his charter'3

l'*tt "r*ort 
the first ierv land'marks of t'he survey can, wit'h

some show of probability, be placed on- that' eastern extension
of the N. By. 

-of 
Berrick whicL forms the N' By. of the region

of detached pieces of parishes.

I In the parish of North Moreton, Berks, a't the time of the tibhe award
tfru frftsi-fr6ta"r i" tt,o parish hol4 about I20 acrcs. .I'his holrling was in
109 lotJscattered all about that small parish.- - - , S". B.sa and K,3l I ancl the no'tes on Brightrrell Baldwin' $early aII

the insolublo difficulties which aro rnet with by an inquirer into the saxon'
aEo land svgtem centre round tho unsolved queition of domain land'*'";i;i"';;; 

curious how some of these imall grants made in the Saxon
developod intd properties rvhich maintained their individuality for centunes
after the grant was made.



SAXON OXFORDSIITR,E

Survey.l
l. Aerest of Smal,an Wylle east be Heafd,an be than Gemaere
thaet hit qlmth'i,nnan Cealcseathes Weg :

'X'irst from t'he Small Spring by the Headland (of a Plough-
land) by the Balk tiII it comes to the Way of the Chalkpit.'
2. And, stna andlang Weges'innan Aculfes Dene :

'And so along the Way to Acul{'s Dean.'
3. And,l,ang Dene thaet on X'ild,ena lVud'uweg :

'Along the Dean then to t'he 'Switchback'2 Way by the
Wood.'

This Xi,ld,ena Wurluweg is probably Lhe ?ild,ena Weg of t'he
Brightwell Baldwin charter, represented at the- present- day
by the lane which runs from Whitehouse Farm (OMI) S. down
the W. By. of that parish. The actual landmark indicated
here is on that By. about 120 vds. S. of the farm buildings.
From this point a parish By. runs W. along a hollow which is
the Aculfes Dene of 2. This hollow is the Hollandtide Bottom
(OMl) of the modern map and lhe Hold,ene of the Brightwell
charter.

Running W. along this By. is a lane, the modern represen-
tative of the Weg of.2 and the Cealcseathes lYeg of t, and the
identity of this lane with the okl weg is confirmed by the
existence of an old chalkpit (OM6) close by the lane just where
it crosses the road which comes down due S. from Lonesome
X'arm (OMf) in Newington parish. llhe Small Spring of I is
a spring close to this By. about Zaafur. almost due E. of Berrick
X'arm (OMl) in Newington parish.

There are six more landmarks in the survey of the main part,
of the grant, not one of which is now identifiable. It may be
suspected that after landmark 3 the By. turned W.

There is a second suryey of seven landmarks relating to some
woodland which was attached to the grant ; but it does not
contain any landmark which may be identified at the present
day, and so the site of the woodland is indeterminable.

It may be mentioned that every term in both the surveys is
in a genuine Saxon form; so that, there can be no question as
to the genuine Saxon origin of this document, or, if it, is a copy,
of the document from which it was copied.

1 I do not propose to print that part of the survey which I have found
quite insoluble becauso anyone who wants to look into it can find the toxt in
Kemblo's Codea Diplomaticus.

I X'or noto on the meaning of li,ldena. see notes on Brightwell Baldwin,
P.r0.

b
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X'ield Names.
Measured from lIale lr.arm (OMl) :-Slough (V) Close,2fl-fur.

N. by W. : Two Butts X'oul Furlong (V), l'|- fur. N. :

Brigg Pitts, r] fur. SSW.
From thl-crossroads in Roke Marsh (OMI) :-Roke (V) Crofts,

3 fur. E. : Acre Long Marsh, 5'| fur. E' by N. : Hopslade
tr'urlong, 5| fur. E. : Acre tr'urlong shooting (V) on
Durhams, 3 fur. ESE.

From Benson church (OMl) :-Hazeley Mead, Zta fat- WN\'V.
by W. : Ilden Meadow, 2f, fw. NW. by \Y. : Brookmead
X'urlong, 3 fur. N. : Land Furlong sho_oting on E}+ts
HudeslV), 2| fur. NNE. : Blacklands (V), 3l fqr. NE=.-,

Three Rooas 
-East, 4] {ur. E. by N. : Land f'urlong (V)

shooting (V) on Crofts, 4j fur. B. bV !. :, Rimswaylurlong,
5! fur. ESn. : Great Furlong Moorlands, 2| fur. QE. -.From-Pilrush (OMl) :-Pilrush Furlong, imme4, SE.:- The
Hitchings (V), s fur. W. by S.! Mucl Pit Pjece, 3| fur.
WSW. :-Beggar Bush Hanging (V), 6' fur' SSE.

BERBIGTT SAI,OME.
Berrick Salome is 3{m. W. by S. of Watlington'

Charter.
See notes on Bensington.

X'ield Names.
Measured from Berrick Farm (OMl) :-(l)Hale (V)Eurlong-!!)'

2 fur. WNW. : Bottle Hilt Furtorig, 2 fur. N. by W. :

Keames Hedge Furlong, 3 fur. E. : -Egmoor Common^(in
Benson '.), 2i, fur. SSW. : Kingsditc[ Furlong, 3.[ fur.
\,VSW. This is on the By' of what was till recent' times a
part of Benson and was no doubt a B5'' of land belongittg
to the king who had a 'villa regia-' at, Benson. (See

notes on Brightwell Baldwin.)
From Ivyhouse I'u"rn (OMI) :-Part of a land Budgetts, 2f-

fur. ESE. : X'oxhole Furlong, 6 fur. E.
Ii'rom the crossroads at the N. edle of Roke hamlet :-Stamford

Furlong, lf fur. NW. : Brookslade Furlong, lf fur. ENE. :

Acre Little Marsh, lf fur. E. by S.

BBIGTITHAMPTON.
Brighthampton is 4m. SSE. of Witney.

X'ield Names.
Measured from the crossroads in the village :-Redlands, 3fl fur,

SW. : Knightsbridge, 3$ fur. SSW.
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BBIGHTUTELT BAI..DWIN.
Brightwell Baldwin is about 2m. W. lry N. of Watlington.

Charter.
The charter to which the Brightwell survey is attached is

8.547, K.3f f . It records a grant by Ethelred, 'dux' of the
Mercians, to the monastery at Worcester at the reputed date
880. The grant is made with the consent of King AIJred and
the bishops and chief men of Mercia,-presumably the Mercian
witangemot,. The grant, includes six hides at Brightwell,
eight at lVatlington (Waecl,i,ngtu,n) together rvith certain out-
lying woodlands and ' c&mps,'1 the bounds of which, it is stated,
have been laid down. This implies that the woodland was not
any longer held in common by a number of communities, but
had been parcelled out among them.z

A further point in the charter is that the land granted by it
is attached to the church at Read,anora, a place the name of
which has vanished, though the charter3 of it shows that it,
was in the neighbourhood of Brightwell and was held by
Worcester.

The grant further includes ' sex homines qui prius pertinebant
ad villam regiam in Bensi'ncgtune (Benson),' presumably
slaves.a

Survey.
There is no question but that the surrrerr is at least a copy of

a genuine surYey of the Saxon age.

a' Cd,mp' is a term used but rarely in the Saxon charters. That implies
that it was a rare economic featuro. that it is a loan word from the Lat.
ca,mpus is practically certain. I am inclinecl to think that it was open pasture
land which was not originally within the bounds of any community, but used
in common by such communities as were within reach of it,-probably a
pasturo area too extensive to bo included in the lands of any ono community,
and not suitable for arablo agriculture, and so devoid of any centre of popula-
tion. In tho present caso it may havo been on the Chilterns.

Of course the application of this meaning t'o ca,m,p is conjectural. Tho
instances of its use are too rare to admit of any conclusive induction of its
meaning.

2 Seo notes on \Yoodeaton p. 87.
a Seo notes oo Reodoro'.

'I cannot recall any other charter in which a grant of slaves is mentioned,
though there were many slaves in the land. It is protrable that,, if the servicos
of slaves, ascripti, glebae, were included in the rights conferred by a grant, they
passed naturally to the grantee. But it is a question whether b oclanil, i.o. what
was granted by charter, necessarily included any conferring of any form of
possession of landed proporty.

In tho present case the mention of slaves rvould seem to be due to the
fact that thoy wero not attached to any lands included in the grant, but werq
faken from the villa rogia at Benson,
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l. Aet Byrhtan Wellnn frorn Teolulfes Treowe ond'long Lorqan
Hylles on Xi,ld,ena Weg :L

'At Brightwell from Teolul{'s Tree along Long Hill to the
Switchback Wuy.'

The survey begins at the SE. angle of the parish By. whege
Teolulf's (or Ceolulf's) Tree seems to have stood. This is
about, 5 fur. WSW. of Brightwell Grove (OMl). The Long HiIl
was the rising ground on the W. By. about $m. further N.
Ii,ldena Weg was the lane ca'lled Rumbold's Lane (OMG) which
passes up the W. By. There is a cross reference to it in the
Benson Charter K.1292 under the name Ti,ld,ena Wud'uweg.

2. Thonan on Holand,e?Le up on Cad,and,une ta Aethelheges
Gemaere:

'Then to Hollow Dean up on Cada's Hill to Aethelheg's
Boundary.'

Hold,ene was the name of the valley which the W. By.
crosses just S. of Whitohouse Fa,rm (OMI). The name survives
partly in that of Hollandtide Bottom (OMl) which- o-ccurs
l-owei down the valloy on the N. By. of Berrick Salome.
Cad,anclun was the hill on the W. By. where Whitehouse X'arm
(OMl) stands. Cada's name still survives in the names
baaw6U Covert (OMI) and Cadwell Farm (OMl) in the NE.
part of the parish. Aethelheg's Boundary was probably the
N. part of thb present W. By. of the parish.

8. Thonan to Ecgfri,thes Gemaere :
'Then to Ecgfrith's Boundary.'
This was the W. part of the N. By. Ecgfrith was possibly

a holder in Chalgrove.
4. Ihonne a big Ecgfrithes Gemaere to Cucesh,aenxa Genxaere:

'Then always by Ecgfuith's Boundary to the Boundary of
Cuxham.'

This brings the survey to the By. of Cuxharn pq,righ, whjch
the Brightwell By. meets about **. W. by S. of Cutt Mill.
(oMr).

r -E'ikZ means 'milking' ; but it is incomprehensible that tho g,enitivo
plural of that word could be used as an attribute of weg. The only loxicon
fohich eirr"s anv other word.filil is the supplementary volumo of BT. Two
other t6rmsflci aro given, one an adj. f,ld,'level,'which will not fit in horc
with the torln fi,kletn, and another, a subst., meaning a 'twist,' 'fold,' ot
' wrinkle.' Thit seoms to bo most likely to be thel/d of this and other chartors.
I take it to mean a track which passed over ridges'in its courso' a ' switchback.'

Tlrero is a frildene Lan,-'Late,' in 8.708. K.366 of Tarrant Hinton,
Dorsot ; a I.ild,ene Straet in K.I29 of Bengeworth, Worcs. ; a Fild,ene Weg
io K.691 of Cuxham, Oxon ; and a Fildena Wuilwweg in the charter of the
neighbouring Benson,
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5. fh' h Incgltaema Gemaere suth thurh, East Leh, (read Aesc
Leah) :

' Then to the Boundary of Ingham south through Ash Lea.'
'l'he name fngham has vanished from the rnodern map.

'l'his was where the S. part of the E. By. of Brightwell pa,sses
along tho N. part of the W. By. of the detached portion of
Britwoll Salome. It looks as if this detached part of that
parish boro formerly tho name of Ingham.

Thoname Aesc Leah survivos in that of Ashley's Wood (OM6),
the large wood on the E. By. due E. of Brightwell Grove
(oMt).
6. Th' to Gisles Baec :L

'Then to Gisel's (Hostago's) Ridge.'
This is tho ridge at the SE. cornor of the parish. Ths actual

point indicatod is about 150 yds. S. by W. of Britwell House.
(0Ml).
7. Th' ond,l,ong etc. :

'Then along Gisel's Ridge.'
'Ihis takes the survey the whole way along the S. tsy. of the

parish, which, as stated in the survoy, pa,sses along the ridge.
8. Th' eft tn Ceolwuffes Treowe :

'Then back to Ceolwulf's Troe.'
Soe landmark 1.
Note added at the end of tho survoy :

And th' Maed, Lond, be betweonum Egsa,ford,a ancl Btraetforcl,a
be northan Broce and, thnne Wuclu thaa'to the Scylfhrgch,is haten :

'And the Mead Land betwoen Egsa's X'ord and Street Ford
to the north of the Brook and furthermore the Wood which is
called Shelfridge.'

This is one of those statements commonly attached to the
survoy of a grant of which the mead lios separato from the rnain
part of the grant. The Egsanford is mentioned in the Cuxham
charter K.691 and its situation is there clearly defined as having
been where the road running N. from Cuxham village crosse-s
the stream which flows near the common By. of Cuiham and
Easington.

Egsa is evidently the name of the man who gave his namo to
Easington, the tsend,on of post-Conquest documents.

1 Tliero are in Saxon two quite distinct words boec. One, tho moro
(lornmon in tho charters, mo&ns a small intormittent stream which onlv flows
iu rainy weather; the other means a ridgo. Both are ropresented in rirodern
nomonclature by' batch.'
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But the Straetforda, is a difficulty, for this term, whether in
the charters or in a rnodern map in the form Stratford almost
invaricr,bly implies a ford where a definitely Roman road
crossed a stream. 'Ihe Icknield Way, commonly called a
Roman, but really a Romanised road, pa,sses several miles E.
of Brightwell. That fact would not absolutely rule it out as
a possible site for a detached mead of Brightwell, for such
rneads may be quite a long distance from the main land unit,1
but what does rule it out is that no ford is in the least likely
to have been upon the Icknield I[ay because it was the
summer way of the ridgeway of the Chilterns, and therefore
kopt above the heads of perennial streams. Also the word
betweon in the note is a difiicuity, for it is quite impossible for
Brightwell to have had a mead extending for sovoral miles.
Mead land was too rare and too valuable for that.

The only possible conjecture seems to be that a copyist of
tho charter has inserted betweonum after be. Standing together
in the text the two terms a,ro more or less contradictory of one
another. Perhaps the reference is to another detached piece
of moad on tho Roman road somewhere neal Dorchester.l

The Shelf Ridge was probably one of two projecting prornon-
tories of the Chilterns, Watlington Hill (OMl) or Swyncombe
Down (OMl).

Field Name.
Blackwell Plot, in the extreme NE. coruer of the parish.

BBITWELL SALOME.
Britwell Salome is about tlm. SW. of lYatlington.

X'ield Names.
Measured from the church (OMI) :-Allotment on Cuddington,

5 fur. NNW. : \4/halley Close, 150 yds. NNW.: Chafi I{i11,

{m. ESE. : CranesField,lm. 1 fur. SE. [and 2]fur. WNW.
of Dame Alice Farm in Watlington parish. (OMl).]

From Britwell HilI (OMl) :-Banstead Dou,n, Immed. SW.

CHIMNEY.
Chimney is 5$m. S. of \Yitney.

Charters.
K.940 is a charter, undated, which mentions Chimney among

the properties of St. Peter's Monastory, Exeter.
I Tho mead of Sunningwell, Berks, a few miles from Osford, wae on tho

Thames between the villagr: of ll,adley and the river, with another pieco eome-
what lower down stroam. l'his was tho bost part of 2m. from tho village.
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The ownership of Chimney is confirmed by,a charterl which
rocords the grant of Bampton, Chimney, and ot'her places to
Ilxeter by William I in 1069.

For a discussion of the name Chimney see notes on Shifiord.
This second charter has a sruYey attached to it which is

headed Bemtune, Bampton ; but the first six landmarks of it'
sive the bounds of ChimneY." It is a most interesting little survey because some of the
names sulvive in curious foims in the field names of the parish.

l. Aerest thaer Ceoman Lace utscYt :
' First where the SIow Stream (calied) Ceommene2 runs out.'
A cross referenco in the Shifiord survey shows this stream to

havo beon that which forms the E. part of the N. By. of the
parish.
2. And,lang otc. thaet hi,t cymth on L'emese :
' Along the Slow Stream (called) Ceommene till it cornes to the
Thames.'

This is, of course, where the lake meets the 'I'hames at the
NE. corner of the parish about 3 fur. SSW. of Shifiord hamlet.

3. And,lang ?emese westwariL swa Westsexena Gemr,aere and'
Xlercena thaet hi,t cymth to tharn Gemythan :

'Along the Thames westward as the_ Bo_unda,ry between
Wessex and Mercia runs till it comes to the Watormeet.'

This carries the survey right along the Thames, i.e. along
ttre S. By. of the parish, to th,e westernmost corner of the
parish., where a stream entors the Thames. The meeting of
tlre two is t'h'e Gemyth of. t'ha surYey.

4. Tlrcnne went hi,t on thon Northeran fla tlm,et lt'it cymth to
anre Lace betwir Berhtulf,ng Yge and, Hrisyge :

'?hen it goes by the Northern Stream till it comes to a
Slow Stream betwe-en Berhtulling Island and Rush fshnd.'

If the stream which forms the W. By. of the parish be noticed
carefully it will be seen that a stream coming from- the Eml-et
of Chimney enters it about {m. WSW. of that hamlet. To the
N. of this 

-branch 
stream are two fields called Russia, a curious

corruption of the old name Hri,syge. To the S. of the same
stream is a field called Bawgey, an equally curious corruption
of tlre Berhtulfing Yge of, tho survey. So this branch stream
coming W. froin the hamlet of Chimney_is the stream mentioned
as beiween the two islands. The Northern Stream of the

1 Publishecl irt t]no Journal, oJ the Archuological, Associat'ioru, Vol. XXXIX'
p. 29I.- 2 tr'or this namo seo notes on Shifford'
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su.rvev is the streartt this lrranch strearn entets, and it, tho
Nolthorn Stream, folmii tlre r.i-iiolo o1'tlte W. and N. houndaries
of the parish. But this landurark only carries t'he survey to
the point where the two strearns meet.

5. Thanne on tlnne North Ea :
This is explainecl irr reference to the previous landmark.

$. fh' anrllang thaere Ea thaet ltit cymth eft to Ceoman La,ce :
' Then along North Stream till it cornes again to the Slow

Stream (called) Ceontmene.'
See note on landmark 4.

X'ield Names.

llleasurod from 'I'en Foot Bridge (Oltl):-Uppor Bawgey,
immed. NW. See Berhtulf,ng Yge of the charter : Showell
Mead, 3 fur. NNW.

I-rorn the crossroads at the N. edge of Chimney hamlet (OMl) .-
Home Russia, 2 fur. SlY. : 

- Great Russia, 221 fur. WSW- :

Aston Russia, 2| fur. W. X'or the name of the last three
fields see Hrisyge of the charter. The Caveat, immed.
SE. : East Cavoat, lra fur. E. by S. : Hatchway (V)Close,
immed. NNW. : Little Moor (V), 2'| fur. N.by E. : Great
Moor, 4 fur. NE. : 'Ihe Blacken, 3 fur. ENE. : Hale (V)
6 fur. ENE. : High Ham (V), 6{'fur' ENE. : The Pikes
(V), 5' fur. E. by N. : Swift Lake (V), Hay_(V),5 fur. E. :

}'rom Dux-ford Ferry (OMl) :-Duxford Hay (V), immed. N.

CLIFTON IIAMPDEN.

Clifton Harnpden is about, 3fm. ESE. of Abingdon (Berks).
Certain old lindmarks on its W. By. aro given in the Culham

charter.
Field Names.

Moasured frotr Culham railway station (OMl) :-Glovers
X'urzen (V), 4 fur. NNW.: Lank }-urlong, 2 fur. NW. :

Ovels (V) Ditch Furlong, 3 fur. NtrY.
From Fullamoor Farm (OMt) :-Woollands, 3 fur. slightly

W. of S. : Mouse l-urlong (V), 3+ fur. S. : Homer X'urlong,
4-| fur. S. : Garbroad F'urlong, 4f furl slightly E of S. :

Short Pill (V) Furlong, 4 fur. SSE. : Rushington Bottom,
3| fur. SSE. : Long Pill (V) Furlong, 4 fur. SE. : Corsicls
(V), 4i fur. SE. : Hurst Lands, 5 fur. SSE. by E. : The
Peeks (V), 3 fur. ESE. : Flax Acres, 2f fur. E. : Long
Butts (V), 3[ fur. E. by N. : Short Butts (V), 3[ fur. ENE.
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X'rom the church (OMl) :-Chissel (V) Pit Furlong, a] fur. S.
by W. : Lanli (V) Fullong, 3 fur. SSIV. : Long Castlo,
I fur. W. by N. : Stancling Lands, 3 fur. NW. : Breach (V)
Furlong, a!-fur. NNW. : Long Haddo-n Slade, 4 fur. N. by
W. : MeerlV) Cross Furlong, 3| fur. NE.

COWI,EY.
Cowley is about 2{m. SE. of Oxford.

Charter.
K.709 is a charter whereby King Ethelred grants to St.

Frideswido's monastery, Oxford, various lands, including those
of Cowloy.

Survey.
The extant copy of the survey is in too fragmentary a fonn,

and in any ca,se too brief, for it to be possible to say at what,
dats the survey lvas drawn up. As it stands it is a copy of
much later date than the Conquest : nor is there any evidence
in it of its having been copied from a survoy of earlior date,
though the reputoct dato of the grant is A.D. 1004.

Tiare beth hid,e (sic\ l,ond,e.yrt'ere into Couelee :
' Those are the bounds of Cowley.'

l. Iro Clmrwell Brigge and'l,rtng the streme on that Rithe:
'X'rom Cherwell Bridge along stream to the Stroamlot.'

2. . . .-li,ng Croft :
.-ling Croft.'

3. End,long Rithes estward, ta that cometh to other . shet
w,p norwartl to the ?udonges Heued, :

'Along tho Stroamlot eastward (till it comos ?) to another
. (which ? ) runs up northward to the Headland of the

I'urlong (Group of strips of ploughland).'
4. Fro th,e Haued, estward, into Merehuthe :

'From the Headland eastward to the Landing-
placo (? ?) on the Boundary.'
5. Fro the Huthe'i,nto the Bro . into Deneacre :

'From the Landingplace to the (Brook ? ?) . .

to the Strip of Ploughland in the Dean.'
6. Iro the Aue'into th,e Oclcmere :

' Fronl the Strip of Ploughland to the Pond.'

'FromthePond ......'
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8. Iro Restell into Broke :
' X'rom (Ilollow ? ?) bo the Brook.'

9. Iro the Brolrc'into Charwel,l, :
'From the Brook to the Cherwell.'
Attempts to restore the gaps in the text must, at best, be

very conjectural. The suggestions may be made briefly.
In 3 supply Eifh. Tt 5 Broc is almost certain. In 6 the

Och- of, Ockmere may be a form of Ac. ' o&k,' a form always
very rare, which does not occur before A.D. 1250. It is also
possiblo that it might be the stream name Ock (Occene,
Aoccene); but the topographical circumstances render that
unlikely. In 7 restore L}l:e Restel,l of 8. All that can be said of
Restel,l is that -sll was in late medimval, and is in modern timos,
a form which healh, 'hollow,' takes as a final compound in
place names.

The mention of the Cherwell shows that the survey includes
what is now Cowley St. John as well as Cowley proper. But
the question is whether the modern bounds of Cowley St.
John follow those of the old parish of Cowley.

As far as the general question of the deterrnination of the
old bounds is concernecl it may be assumed that, stated in odds,
tho odds are at least 30 to I in favour of the suryey having
been taken with the clock. Surveys taken against the clock
a,re very rare.

Of the landmarks three may be detenninod, one with proba-
bility, one with high probability, and one with cortainty.

It is probable that the Cherwell Bridge was on or about the
site of the present Magdalen Bridge. It is highly probable
that the Broke of 8 is that on the S. By. which crosses the
Oxford-Iffiey road about 350 yds. short of where the road
turns into Iffioy villago, for the reason that there is not on
the Cowley By. any other stream which a suryeyor would be
likely to call a broke. X'inaIIy the site of Ockmere is dotermined
with certainty by the name Hockmore X'arm (OMl) and
Hockmere Cottages (OMG) close to the S. By. due S. of the
villagb of Cowley.

T}re Restell of 8, being of quite indeterminate meaning is not
determinable as to site ; but it must have been on the By.
whero it is descending the hill down to the place where the road
to Cowley village turns E. from the Oxford-Hen1ey road.

Landmark 9 ueeds some explanation. The brook of 8,
already determined, flows from E. to W. till it comes to within
a furlong of the Thames. At the present day it then turns S.
to enter the Thames just abovo Ifley Lock. (OMl). The
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wording of 9 renders it almost certain that it formerly did not
mako that turn S., but went direct to the Thames along the
Cowiey By.

The next point requiring oxplanation is the identity of the
Cherwell of g. An Abingdon charter makes it quite cloar that
in Saxon times the mouth of that river on the Thames was not
whoro it is now, among the college barges, but ]m. further
down the Thames in what is known as The Gut. The old
lower course of the Cherwell is now represented by a backwater
which starts from the present channel of the river about [m.
above its mouth and goos round a large eyot to the Gut.
This eyot is part of Berkshire, for the backwater and not the
Thames is the county By. in this part.

Thus landmark g taf,es the "ior"y from where the brook
formerly entered the Thames about fm. below the Gut to
this old channel of the lower Cherwell. -

4r 1egur,{* the other landmarks of the suryey it can only be
said that, if the modern By. of Cowlev St. Jolin is that of the
old Cowley then the Rith of I must havo run down the line of
what is now the Cowley road just before it reaches Maqdalen
pridge.__(O.Ml).- The Merehuth cannot be a landing-place,
for_the N. By. of Cowley is altogether away from the*Tfames
and Cherwell. Tha huth may be a scribe's 

-error. ft is almost
certain that the Broke (?) of 5 is the samo brook as that in 8,
but the point indicated is on quite another part of it, namelv
where the N. By. of the parish runs along it for about 800 vdi.
at a point about {m. WNW. of the barricks (OMl) at Co#lev.
X'rom this part of the brook the By. runs N. into a vail6y
in tho side of Shotover, and doubtlesi the Deneacre was at th"e
N.loint of the By. in this valley.

- th9 ry1ve.y-is an unsatisfactory one. Apart from what are
plainly illegible passages in the extant cofy of it, it is to be
suspocted that some landmarks have been 6mitted botwoon b
and 6.

CRAWI,EY.
Crawley is llm. NNW. of Witney.

.. Qg,yley so€ms to have been part, of the grant recorded in
theWitney charters (q.u.). Old iames on itslBy. will be found
in them.

tr'ield Namcs.
Measured from Chasewood X'arm (OMl) :-spoonlov Copse,

4 fur. WNW. See- Blogz Lealt of ihe Witney" charfor.
Smalley Copse, 2| fur- SSW.
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I'rorn Showolls !-arm (OMl) :-Henley Knap Copse, 5$ fur.
W. Se,e Hean LeahoflheWitneycharter. CorvleyCopse,
4-|- fur. slightly N. of W. : Brohen Hatch (Y),-2|_fur. S. by
W.: Hemmitt Hill, 3 fur. SSE. lry E.: Side Land (V),
a| fur. SSE.

I'rom ihe church at Crawley (OMl) :_The Linch (V), 200 yds.
S. : Sideland Close (V), 2 fur. SSE.

SUDDESDON.

Cuddesdon is 6m. ESE. of Oxford.
Charter.

8.945, K.437 is a charter whereby King Edwy grants to
Aelfhere twenty hides at Cuthenesd,une at lhe reputod date
A.D.956.

Survey.

'I'he survey originates in one of tho Saxon age ; but, certain
peculiarities-in ttie spelling of some of the torms used suggest
itrongly that it is a copy of an original Saxon rlocument, not
the document itself.
l. Of Hruthera Ford, on Holctn Fortl.

'fro- th" Forcl of the Cattle to the Holiow Ford.'
'fhe survey hegins on the river Thamo at,the-SE. angle- of

the parish By.- Hrytlr'era ?orcl Yas o-n the Thamo below
CuddLsdon Miil (OMl) and about tm. S. of it. The Hollow
X'ord was about {m. lower down the Thame. Between the two
fords the Cuddesdon By. is not on the river.
2. Of etc. on Lahhan Mere :

'from Hollow Ford to Pond.'
Lahhan is probably a scribe's erlor ; but it- is 1-ot- possible

to sav what'the coirect form of the word should be. The
pond"was on the By. N. and not' far from the ford.

3. And,lang Ritli,ges on Braclan Mad,wcr' :
'Along the Streamlet to Board Meaclow.'
The rieadow w&s at that angle in the parish By. which is

about ]m. SE. of Denton village.
4. Th,aet swa north and,l,ang ?ura om Set Th,ctrn :

'Then so north along the X'urrow to the Thorntree (where
the Seat is ?).

From the Broad Meado'w tire By' runs in a general direction
N. as described in the survey. The'Ihorntree was p{,obably
at the re-entering anglo of the Ry. about |m. ENE. of Denton
village.



5. O.f etc. on Eul,an Ri,thtg on anne Pyt :

'X'rom (Seat ?) Thorn to the Dirty Stroarnlet to a Pit.'
The By. meets Ltre Rithi,g at an angle in_the_By. a short |m.

W. of th6 S. encl of Cuddesdon village. The Pit was probably
close to the strcarn.
6. O,f etc. and,l,ang Rithiges of th,aet Heafotl Lond, :

'X'rom the Pit nlong thc Streamlet to the Headlanrl of a
Ploughland.'

As clescribod in the survey the By. runs NNW. up the
Streamlet. The Headlaud was on the By. betu'een t'he village
and tho Wheatlev-Garsington road.
7. Of etc. and,lang lura on Pria Tfuirn on forewearcl,ne
llanfertlres Hlatr, :

'X'rom the Headland along the X'urrowl to Prick Thorn (in
front of ?) Itranferth's Low (tumulus).'

'Ihe survey now enters on the By. of Horspat'h' which
parish is includ.ed in the suryey. The By. is now running
for about 260 yds. along the line of the Wheatloy-Garsington
roacl. That must hrr,ve been the line of the old X'urrow. The
Thorn stood probatrly at the angle in the By. where it leaves
tho road ancl begins to run NW. again. The tumulus was
ovidently close to the Thorn.
tl. O/ etc. andlang Xure :

'I'rom Eanferth's Low along a Ilutrow.'
This ran NW. from tho Wheatley-Garsington road along

the By.
9. Thaet on an Ritlt,ing :

''Ihon to a Streamlet.'
This is a small stream whioh runs along the Ry. about 3$ fur.

WSW. of Hill X'arm. (OMl).
10. Anrll,ang Rithi,ges th' on ane D'ic :

' Along the Streamlet to a Dyke.'
The Dyke was probably a part of tJre Streamlet which had

been artihcially straightened. It would be o-n _that part of the
By. which lies $m. W. by S. of HiIl lfarm. (OMl)
ll. Anrllang Dices on Drygert'n Broc :

' Along the Dyke to Dry Brook.'
This is the brook now called Hollow Brook (OMl) rvhich the

I3v. meets lm. almost due W. of Hill Farm. (OMI ).

1 Funows are not uncornmon boundaries of ploughlands.
were probobly made of exceptional depth and width,

SAXON OXFORDSHIIT,E l9

Such furrows
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12. Thaet swa and,lang Di,ces on Maerwelle Broc :
' Then so along the Dyke to the Brook of tho Spring on the

Boundary.'
The By. follows Dry (HoIIow) Brook for 2$ fur. and -then

runs due W. for a furlong. Along this short stretch of By.
ran the Dyke. This piece of By. abuts on another brook
which is the Ma,erwelle Broc of the survey.
13. And,lang Broces on Muerwelle :

'Along tho Brook to Boundary Spring.'
This is the Spring at the head of the brook of tho prev-ious

landmark. It was at the re-eutering angle of the By. about
3 fur. S. by W. of the church at Horspath.
14. Of etc. on thaet Heafocl, Long (read' Lo11d,) 9? gerihteto S-traet :

'X'iom the Boundary Spring to the Headland of a Plough-
land straight on to the Street (Made Road).'

'Ihe Heaford, Lond would be where the parish By. makes- a
short ben<i just where the railway crosses it. From the
railway the By. runs due W. to the Roman road from Alchester
to Dofchester'which is tha Strael of the landmark.
15. Thonne east andlang Straete oth thaera Straeta Gelaeto :

' Then east along the Street as far as the Crossroads.'
The orientation here is mistaken, for the By. runs almost due

N. along the Roman road. It goes along that road for |m'
and then turns NE. The bend is at the SW. end of Open
Brasenose (OMl). The survey shows that another track met
it here. This track may havo been along the line of the modern
road from New Headington which meets the Roman road at
this point.
16. Thonan rihte north ond,long Weges oth tha Heaid,o :

'Then due north along the'Track as far as the Ileadland of
a Ploughland.'

Tho By. runs NE. not N. The mistake in orientation is no
doubt pirt of the error in the previous landmark. -T!e Weq
must tiave run up the S. side oT Open Brasenose (O-Ml), and
the Headland must have been at the E. corner of Brasenose
Wood. (OM1).
17. Th' on Maer Weg :

'Then to tho Boundary Wuy.'
This must have run along tlie N. By' of Horspath just E. of

the E. corner of Brasenose Wood. (OMl).
L8. Andlong Maerweges th' onbutan Ceoila Graf o,n Xost Broc :

'Along ihe Boundary Way round Husbandmen's Grove
to... Brook.'
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The Grove lay probably in X'orost Hill parish where the
I{orspath boundar} make"s a short curve jirst E. of tlru 4.
cornel of Brasenose Wood. (OMl). The name of the brook
is untranslateable,-probably a copyist's error. 'l'he Brook
is the stream which runs down the W. sid.e of Horspath
Common. (OMl).
lS. Of Fost lJroce on thone Hli,th Weg :

'Fiom Brook to the Way of the Hillside.'
This Way passed probably along the NW. and N. sides of

Horspath eommon (OMl) and got its name from its running
along the S. slope of Shotover Hill. (OMI).
20. And,long Weges on Hina Gemaere.

'Along the Way to the Hinds' Balk.'1
2I. And,lonq etc. on tha Hlyd,an :

'Along the Hinds' Boundary to the Stream Dell.'
22. fh' of etc. on tha Stan Bricge :

'Then from the Stream DelI to the Stone Bridge.'
23. And,long Healhtunes Gemaere on R'isc Dene :

'Along the Boundary of Holton to Rush Dean.'
The survey is going now along the W. and N. By. of Wheatley,

which land unit is included in the grant. It reaches the
Holton By. at the E. corner of the grounds of Shotover House
(OMl) on the Oxford-London road. Probably the Stone
Bridge was at this point. The landmarks in this part of the
survey are not so close together as in the previous part of it,
probably because the By. is passing over uncultivated land.
which did not call for such careful deflnition. The Hlyd, of 2l
may be the valloy down which the By. pa,sses about 3 fur. W.
of the hamlot of Littleworth. (OMl).
24. Thaet of etc. on gerihte on thaet Thri, Er (read Aesc ?) :

-Or is impossible. Aesc is the only emendation which soems
possible.

'Then from B,ush Dean to the Three Ashtrees.'
25. Of etc. on tha Straet :

' X'rom the Three Ashtrees to the Stroet (Made Road).'
26. And,long Straete on Hol,an Broc :

' Along the Street to Hollow Brook.'

1 H'ina Gemaere is quite a, comrron landmark in the charters. The
'hinds' (for want of a b-etter translation) were probably originally landloge
men tvho worked for othors, and then got or were allotted paicheg of uncultivatod
land for cultivation, land whiclt would in most cases b6 on the botrndary of a
land-unit,
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27. And,lonq Broces on Herpath Ford, on ?arne :
' Along the Brook to the Ford of tho High*'av to the Thame.'

28. And,long Tame tlt' eJt on Hryth,era ?ord, :
'Along the Thame then back to Cattle X'ord.'
'Ihe Rush Dean of 23 may be the hollow up which the present

Oxford-London road passes in the northermost part of
Wheatley parish about {rn. N. of the village. There is no clue
to the site of tho Ashtrees of 24. The Straet of 25 is tho Oxford-
London road E. of Wheatley village.l It is a ridgoway. The
actual point mentioned in the survey would be at the road
junction at the E. enrl of trVheatley r.illage where the old ridge-
way corning donn fiom Shotover joins the modorn Oxforrl-
London road.

The Hollow Brook is the brook which forms the E. end of the
N.By.W. of Wheatley Bridge. (OMl).

It is pretty certain that just S. of Wheatley Bridge the course
of tho 'Ihamo has a,lterecl since Saxon timos. The E. Bv. of
WheatleSr follows what is no\r, the line of a bachrvater, not the
main stream, for about {rn. This backwater is almost certainly
on the old line of the main stream of the river'.

For Hrythera fu'ord of 2[i see ]andmark l.
Field Namos.

Measured from Slay Barn (OMl) :-Upper Sleigh (Y), 2$ fur.
W. : Middle Sleigh (V), Ii- fur. W.: The Butts (V),
immed. N. : Combe Leys, 2 fur. N. by E. : Great Stov'ell,
2 fur. NE. : Catsbrain (V) Copse, 3f f'ur. NE. : Huddle-
ston Hill, f { fur. S.

Froru Cudclesdon NIill (OMl) :-Welbourne Close, 3f fur. W. :

Bennells Mead, l* fur. SSE.
From the Park 1OUtl :-Great Stowell, 2$ fur. WNW. :

Long Mead, 2 fur. NI{E. : Pond Slavs (V), 2-f fur. S. hy W.

gULHAIU.

Culham is llm. SSE. of Abingdon (Berks).
Charter.

8.759, 760 is a charter whereby King Edmund
Aelfhild fifteen hides at Culanham, at tho reputed date

grants to
A.D.940.

r Lcss than 200 years a.go tho Oxford-London road passed over the summit
of Shotover. In its course towards Oxforcl tho old road left the lino of the
modern road at tho E. end of Wheatley village and, after passing through what
is even now the main street of the village, went W. up the E. slope of Shotover
Hill (OMl). See chapter on old highways.
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In the chartor it is stated that the document is a copy of a
previous one.1 The grant passed subsequently to Ab'iirgdon
monastery. fn K.113r5 the passing of this land to the monaitery
after Aelfhild's death is recordetl.

Survey.
The survey is either an original, or the copy of an original,

surYey ofthe Saxon age,

l. Aerest on Wylrt,ngford, on Temese :
' Birst to tho X'ord of the X.amily of Wulf to tho Thames.'
This n'ord was probably whero Abingdon Bridge now stands.

2. fh' of etc. and,lang anre Smale Dtc to N,i,wanhaemi,nga
Lond,gemaere on tltn Henfd,o :

'Then from Wulfing Ford along a Small (Narrow ?) Dyke to
the Balks of the Ploughlands of Nuneham to the Headland of
a Ploughland.'

This takos the survey to where the N. end of the E. Bv. of
Culham abuts on the"Thames a furlong bolow the raiiwav
bridge at Nuneham. The Dyke must have run S. from th-e
river along the N. end of the By. The Balks wero of collrse
alolg that part of the E. By. which coincides with the S. By.
of Nuneham on tho S. edge of Nunoham Park, and the Headland
would be where that E. By. makes a right-angled turn S. on
meeting the Clifton Ilampden By.
3. Th' forth be thon Heafod,on on li,ppel Benrgas :

'Then forth by the Ileadland to .2 Barrows.'
No trace whatever of the Barrows survives. But they

probably stood somewhere near Culham station.
4. Of etc. on Culanhema Dic :

'IYom Barrows to Culham Dyke.'
The Dyke still runs along the S. part of the E. By. to the

S. of Culham station.
5- And,lang Dic on Aeppelford, :

' Along the Dyke to the Ford of the Appletrees.'
The X'ord nzas obviously on the Thames at the S. end of the

E. By. opposite to the villago of Appleford which takes its
name from it. Tho weiring of the river has done away with it.
6. Of etc. and,lang tlruere Richt Temese onbutan Utan Ege :

' From the Ford of the Appletrees along the Straight Stretch
of the Thames round Outlying Island.'

r Certain minor errors in the extant copy of the charter would suggest
that it ie a copy of an original, not tho original itself.

2 I cannot find any traee of this term or nn.mc,



The survey now goes the straight reach of the Thamos to
just boyond Sutton Courtenay village where thore is a large
eyot still called. Otteney, Lha Utan Ig of t'he charter. Also
the Culham By. still includes this island although it lies on the
side of the 'Ihames opposite to the main part of the parish.
7. Thaet eft on '|YylfingJoril, :

'Thon back to Wulfing X'ord.' See landmark 1.

CURBRIDGE.
Curbrid.ge is a little more than lm. SW. of Witney.

It is included in the Witney charters. Old namos on its By.
will be found also in the Ducklington charter.

Field Names.

Measurod from Apley Barn (OMl):-Lady Ham (V), 2 fur.
slightly S. of E. : Appley Piece, I fur. SSW.

From Curbridge Down n'arm (OMl):-Hawksley, two fiolds
2 fur. N. by E. and 3 fur. NNE by E. respectively. Cf .fhe
Hafoces Hlq,elD of the Witney charter. Ashmore Well,
3 fur. S.

From the church at Curbridge (OMt) :-Minster Ground, 7$
fur. NW. by W. : Short Stanning, 6 fur. WNW.:
Blindwell, 5 fur. N. : Gate lledge Piece, 4 fur. N. :

Packsford Pieco, ff; fur. N. : Folly Piece (V), 2 fur. NNE. :

China Lands, 3 fur. NE. : Garston (V) X'ield, l$ fur. WSW. :

Long Miskin, 3 fur. E.
tr'rom Witney Park Farm (OMl) :-Black Grove, 5 fur. E. :

Galley IIiU, 38 fur. ESE. : Great and Little Burwell X'ielcl,
4{ fur. S. by E.

From Parsouage Barn (OMl) :-Lower and Upper Heath, 2|
fur. W. by S. : Starnham Ground, 5{ fur. EI{B. : Coats-
well Close, 3 fur. E. : The Lanket (V), 2t fur. NE.

24 saxoN oxx'oRDsmRE.

curstow.
Cutslow is a small hamlet about 3m. N. of Oxford. The area

of the parish is only 28I acres.

Charter.
K.709 is a charter wheroby King Ethelred grants to St.

X'rideswide's, Oxford, two hides at Cud,eslawe and other lands
at various other placos. The reputod date of the charter is
A.D. 1004. X'or discussion of its actual date see notes on
Tackloy.
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Survey.
l. Erest of Portstrete i,nto Tri,lliwelle :

'First from the Made Road to the Town (Market ?) to Trill
Spring.'

Tho Straet was on the line of the Oxford-Banbury road which
forms the W. By. of the parish. That road is a ridgoway at
this point and for many milos north. (See notes on ancient
highways of the county.) The point indicated is the NW.
anglo of the parish which is on the above roatl about 3 fur. S.
of - where it crosses the Oxford-Bletchley railway. Trilll
Spring was probably a small spring rising on the N. By. close
to the hamlet, of Cutslow. (OMl)
2. Xro the Welle into Rithe :

'X'rom the Spring to the Streamlet.'
This is the stream which forms the whole of the E. By. of

the parish.
3. Iro to Byshopes More :

'X'rom (the Streamlet) to Bishop's Moor (Swampy grouud).'
This was on the low ground at the SE. corner of tho parish

about |m. SSE. of Cutslow Farm. (OMl).
4. nro the More tnto Wynele Slade into tlte . . Blacle i,nto
Wyneles Hull :

This is how the toxt is printecl by Kemble. It is almost
certainly two landmarks. The second anlo should be/ro ; and
the missing word is Wgnele.

'X'rom tho Moor to Wynel's Slade.'
5. 'Xlom Wynel's Slade to Wynel's llill.'

The Slade is the slight hollow on the S. By. due S. of Cutslo,w
Farm. (OMl). The HilI was on the S. By. about arm. \{r.
of the previous landmark.

l The strearn rrame llril, or Trill occurs several times in W. and SW.
Engla,nd. In B.l2l4. K,545 a charter of Sturminster Newton in Dorset thero
is roference to a, Tri,liloune, 'Trill Down,' and to a stream called Tril, n6w
Darknoll Brook. In a perambulation of t'he forest of Blackmore made in
1155 this gtream is called Trulle. In Dorset also there is a Trill in X'ifehead
Magdalen and another in Bere Haeket parish. Ekwall (Riuer Names oJ
Engl,and,) cites other examples of this stream name in Somerset and Devon,
and associates it with the name of Tirle Brook in N. Gloucestershire. Hs
attempts to derive the name from n Germanic source, but admits that the
result is not convincing,-which is indeed tho caso. The geographical
dietribution of the name in and on the fringe of Wales and the SW. part of
England, where a Celtic population survivod the first phases of the Saxon
conquest, might suggest, a Celtic origin for the name,
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6. Ero the Hulle on Hyme :
The word Hymeis not identifiable. No dictionary or glossarv

gives any word resembling it. It has probably resultocl fi,oul
mis-copying either in ancient or modern times. Kernble's
t'ragmentary test of the survey shows that he found parts of
the document un-decipherable. It, may perhaps be suspectetl
that l,he original reference was to sorne place on the S. By.
where the hyml,'ic,'hemlock,' grew freely.

g[rxHAru.

0uxham lies about llm. \4/N!V. of Watlington.
Charter.

K.69f is a charter rvhereby Aescu,ig, bishop of Dorchestcr,
grants 5 hides at Cuceshamm to a certain Aelfstan. The
grant is made with the consent of the king ancl the ' senatoros,'
i.e. the \Yilan. The reputed date is A.D. 995.

Survey.
lVhat'ovor the date of tho extant document, it is unquestion-

ably a copy of a document of the Saxon ago, possibly of the
reputed date of the grant,.
l. Aerest of Cud,an Hlaewe on l'ildena Weg :

'X'irst frorn Cud's Low to llilly Way.'l
The survey begins at the SE. angle of the parish which is

about {m. due E. of Brightwell Upperton. (OMl). Whether
traces of the tumulus may be distinguished at the present day
can only be determined. by examination of the site.2 l{one
are marked on the map.

The ?i,ldena Weg is the lane which forrns the whole of the
W. By. of the parish.
2. And,la,ng Weges th' on thone Daldan Egsan Xord, :8

'Along the Track to the Old Ford of Egsa.'
This fbrct is mentioned in the Brightwell Baldwin chartc'r.

It rvas over tho brook which edges the N. By. of the parish at
the point where the road running N. from Cuxham village
crossos it.

, C../, lftu Cudag Hl,aew of the Cutslorv charter. Saxon surveyors $'cre
rather indifferont as to whether they used the weak or tho strong fdrm of tho
genitive ; e.g. the Hodes Hlaeto of onc Berkshire chalter is the samo tumul.us
a,s bhe Hod,an Hlaerz of another. For Fiklenru Weg see the notos on the Bright-
well Baldwin charter.

s In three casos in Hampshiro I found from referonces in charters tumuii
which are not ma.rkod on the OIVI.

3 For thie n&me see notes on Brightwell Baldwin.
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3. Of otc. and,lang Hweowelri,th,iges :
'n'rom the X'ord along the Streamlet of the Wheel (?).,r

.Tho prcint indicated.b_y this landmark is that on tho'N. B.y.
whoro the stream whic[ comes up N. from Cuxham villafe
meets the N. By. It comes again-later in tho survey.
4. Tlt on Swaeferthes Wylles Heafd,on:

' Then to the Headland of the Spring of Swaeferth (Stream).,g

,Swaeferth is the small stream wniJh flows for a short way
along the N. part of the E. By. of the parish.
5. On th,one Aesc :

'To the Ashtree.'

. Thrs is probably part of landmark 4 indicating that an ashtree
stood on the headland of the ploughland.
{t. OJ etc. eft on Hwnwelrithig :

'X'rom the Ashtree again to the Whoel Stroamlet.,
_ This is the upper part of the brook mentioned in landmark B.It crossos the E. By. a furiong E. of Cuxham village.
7. Of otc. on tha Eaklan Dic :

'X'rom the Wheel Streamlet to the Old Dyke.,
,, The Dyke ran probably down the S. pari of tho E. By. of
the parish.
8. Of etc. th' on tha Wud,u Wi,c aet Wylleres Seathan :

'X'rom the Dyke to the Durry Farmstead by the Wood at
Wvller's Pits.'

The farmstead was on the s. By. though it is not possible
!g point-to its exact position. The-\Vood io longer e*iu'ts. 

- --

(Note added), ,ryd swa se wudu the ,inta tlwm lZntl,e iiiirutt, ,'And the Wood which belongs to i,he land.., o--o'---"

whether this is the wood just mentioued or some outrvi's
woodland.away from the parish is not clear. Th" lrt#;iE
proDaDry tne case.'

.. r I havogivon the.only intorpretation of Hweowcl, which gcoms possible outhc. assurnption that it id writt6n for Hroeowl,e an ofrfiq"o-""sJ ;i";;;;re,' rvhcel.' I t may havo been namecl frorn a waterwheel- '--
. . 

2 srua.clcrth ie an interesf,ing exarnpro of trroso strc'rn narnes in -fertrrrvlrich occur in the worcestershirl chart6rs z e.g. rraeJeriri B.6ii?;i,i ii.I21i;';
l)' ynt:rllt B.il4 : S i htJerth 8.462, K. 2ti{i and in"six otiier charters]---d Irrnber was a nccessity.for thc.rilr-ago comm*nity, for building, ropairs,a,tl fencing. As tho mai, aim of the sa-xon econo-i"'*.t"-'i:"5ilI;;il;
oach vrlllge community so far as possible solf-sufrcing, u".y 

"o***rik *ti"f,,&.r no trmbor on rts homo area was allor,ted either-profortionute rishts insomo neighhouring woodland, or a clefinito a.rea of ;t.' 1S". "rJn-;;"W;;d:orton.)
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tr'ield Namos.

Measured, fronr Outt IIiU (OMl) :-The Peash, imrned. E. :

Tov'n Mead, }m. ENE. : Butt (V)X'urtong (V), ]1rr. ESE. :

Oxloase Furlong (V), arm. SE.: Stir X'urlong (-Y), 3 fP{.
ESE.: Common Furlong (V), tm. SSE.: Greenwich
Close, 3| fur. S. by E.

DUCKLII{GTON.
I)ucklington is about lm. S. of Witney'

Charter.
8.1036, K.1218 is a charter of the reputed. date A.D. 958

whereby 
'Kirrg 

Edgar grants ' aliquantulam ruris -Pgleur
quaterdenis adstimatam mansiunculis, necn^on et quadriginta
jugeribus ' at Duclingtun to a certain Eanulf.

Survey.
The survey is either an original, or a, copy of an original,

survey oftho Saxon age.

It opens with the rvords :-Thi's s'i,nd,on tha lanclgemaero to
Duclinitune XIIII h,id,a q,nd, tha eald,an cyri,cean aet Aestlaa and'

thaerto-Xl aecera and, Bgrnan lea eal, into Duclingtune : 
-

' These are the bound-s of Ducklington (of the) 14 hi4es, ald
the old church at East Lea and furthermore 40 strips of plough-
land and Byrn Lea all with Ducklington.'

It will be well to take the detaiied survey before attempting
any explanation of the above passage.

l. Aerest of Ducl,i,ngtune oru Wenric :

'First from Ducklington to the Windrush.'
It will be seen that ihe village centre of the grant lies clo,se

to the Windrush on the NB. By. of the parish. It is from the
village that the survey begins.

2. And,lang Wenr'ices on thone Byge :

'Along the Windrush to the Bend (in,the boun{3yy)-.'
This c-arries the survey a long {m. down the Windrush to

whero the parish By. turis E. fiom the river to meet another
channel of it.
3. Of atc. on tha Eald'an Lace :

'From the Bend" to the Old Backwater.'
This is a small channel or dyke which runs along the By'

between the two branches of the Windrush.
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4. Anil,l,ang Lace on thq, Northea :
'Along the Backwater to the North River.'
This is the N. branch of the Windrush which tho By. meots

about 3f fur. E. by N. of Ducklington Mill. (OMl).
5. And,l,ang streames on ?olgorhyrste neothewearile :

lAlong stream to . . . Spinneyl (at its lower end ?).'
The wood seems to have stood where the Bv. turns SW.

from the N. branch of the Windrush, about Z$"fw. NNE. of
the North Lodge (OMl) of Cokethorpe Park.
6. Tharnn on tkn Eald,an Dic :

'Then to the Old Dyke.'
ffter leaving the river the By. runs SW. for about I furlong

and meots a small side channei of the Windrush. This is thb
Old Dyke.
7. And,lang Dirc thaet suth eft on Waenric :

'Along the Dyke then south once more to the Windr.ush.'
The By. follows this small channel of the Windrush for a

l_gng_digtance_to a point a long fm. E. of the mill (OMl) at
Hardwick. This channel which is now quite a minor brahch
of the river was evidently in former da"vs one of the main
branches of it.
8. Up ongann stream on thone Eald,an X'ord :

'Up against stream to the Old Ford.'
Here again it seems that the course of the main river has

altered. The S. branch of those days must havo run to join
the N. branch at the point indicated in the provious landmark,
the extrome E. point of the parish ; and it is up that old course
of the S. branch that this landmark takes the By. The Old
Ford was at the village of Hardwick about 100 yds. E. of the
mill. (OMl).
9. .Of etc. u_p on tha Ri,the an furlang witk suthan tha Cyr'ican :

'Brom tho Ford up the Sireamlet for one furlong*to the
south of the Chwch.'

The Streamlet is the small backwater of the river, just about
a furlong long, which leaves and rejoins the Windrush close
to the miil (OMt) at Hardwaick. The church is no longerthere.
10. Anil,lang Ri,the on tha Wurtwal,an :

' Along the Streamlet to the X'oot of the (Wood ?).'z

t 
lolggr must be a copyist's error. It is not e proper name, nor is flrore

any su-it-able common term bhich might be suggesteii aJan emendation.
- 2lYyrt.wal.a in the charters is usEd commonly with the meaning of 'foot

of-a slope'; but thero are cases in which it may be suspeeted to-mean the
friuge of a wood, with reforenco especially to tho exposod rbots of trees.
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ll. Tlm,et ut thurh thone Hagan on Burhd,ic ufeweard,e :
'Then out through the Game Enclosure upward to the Camp

Ditch.'
These landmarks presont some difficulty. The Haga was,

partly at any rate, on the site of Cokettiorpe Park ;" but it
would be far more extensive than the modern park. Possibly
the Burh of which the Dic is rnentioned, stood more or loss on
the site of Cokethorpe llouse (OMl). Between the house
aud the Windrush is a plantation called Berryham Plantation
(OM6), a name of which the 'Berry ' eloment may refer to the
burh.

After this the landmarks beoome still more difficult of
individual identification ; and it will be well to take a series of
thom until one which can be identified with cer-tainty is
reached.
12. Of etc. on tha Eald,an Rod,e :r

'X'rom the Dyke to ths Old 'Ride' (through the wood).'
13. Of otc. on Scottes Hu,lh:

'From the Ride to Scot's Hollow.'
14. Ol etc. on Uuenburge Byrgge (read Brygge) :

'X'rom the Hollow to Wenburg's Bridge.'
15. Of thu,re Brucge on thn Dic :

'From the Bridge to the Dyke.'
L6. Antllang Dices on Eastlraema Gemnere :

' Along the Dyke to the Boundary of tho people of Aston.'
This brings the survey to a definite point, that whoro the By.

of Ducklington first meets the Ry. of Aston. This is about
350 yds. S. of Clayweil n'arm (OMl) at the SE. corner of the
parish By. Working backwards from this the Dyke of 15
rnust have run down the By. which runs down just E. of the
farm. Wenburg's Bridge must have been over somo small
stream on this S. part of the E. By. of Ducklington. None is
shown on OM6 ; but then that sories does not mark small
streams which follow field boundaries.

It is possible that the Eald, Rocl, was on that part of the By.
which now runs along the W. edge of Boy's Wood. (OMl).

1 The word rod is very common in tho charters ; but its rneaning is not
tcally knorvn. It has beon suggested that it rneans a ' ride,' or pa,th through a
wood mado to facilitato the hunting and capture of garne; and, on the whole,
this geome to be the most probablo of the mearrings which havo been suggestod
for it, though t'here aro cases in the charters whero it occurg in relation to
districts whore thoro ig no woodland at the prosont day. In the present caso
tho prosonco of a,haga makes this application of the term very possiblo.
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Tlne Healh of l3 rnight be some quite insignilicant hollow. It
rnight be identified by onc rvho pcrambulatod the B.l'. ; l-rut it
does not show on tho rnap.

17. On tkone Bige :
'To the Bend.'

18. To than Heafdan :

' To the headland of a Ploughland.'
19. On Gatethyrnan :

'To the Thorn Thicket by the Gate.'
20. Ol otc. on Blace Thyran' :

'From the Thorn Thicket to the Blackthorn Thicket.'
21. On tha Di,c :

'To the Dyke.'
22. Of thaere Thyrnan to Hlurtwalnn to than tr'uran :

'Fiom the Thorn Thicket to the }-oot of the Slope to the
Furrow.'
23. And,l,ang Xura on tha Ealclan Dic to th,um Ell,ene :

' Along the X'urrow to the Old Dyko to the Eldertree.'
24. And,lang Di,ces to than othern Ellene :

'Along the Dyke to the othor Eldertree.'
25. Of etc. to thaere Apold,re :

'I'rom the Eldertree to the Appletroe.'
26. Thavwn to Ae4lesuul,l,an Broce :

' Thon to the Brook of Aegel's Spring.'
This at last brings the survey to a determinable landmark.

This is the brook which forms the S. part of the \1r. By. of the
parish. The survey reaches it fli'st at a point about 3 fur.
WN\,V. of Newhouse tr'arm (OMl)in Aston parish.

It will be noticed that the nine landmarks 17-25 are all of
them of a nature such as would make the possibility of survival
in any form or of identification most unliliely. tsut it will also
be noticed that the parish By. between landmarks 16 and 26,
though not, very long, makes no less than thirteen cha,nges of
direction. It is these, or the rnost marked of them, that the
surveyors have notecl in their survey probabll, because, as the
rectilinear character of the By. angles shows, there rvas plough-
land all along this part of the ptr,rish By. and ploughlantl always
called for detailed definition.

Tho Wyrtwala of, 22 was plob.r,bly the foot of the slopo of
Claywoll Hill. (OMl). The romaining landmarks l7-25 were
at various ofthe angles ofthis part ofthe By.
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27, Up onge,a,n streanx on Stanford, :
'Up against stream to Stone Ford.'

28. Of etc. on nugelslaed :
'From the Ford to Bird Slade.'

29. Of etc. on Coluullan Broc :
'From the Slade to Colwell (Charcoal Spring) Brook.'
This last is the brook u,hich forms the whole of tho NW. and

\.BV.of the parish, flowing due E. to Emma's Bridge. (OMl).
This brook is a landmark of a survoy of Witney. Its name
Colwell survives. (c'. OM6).

The ?ugelslaecl of,28 is also cited in the Witney survey, it
cannot thereforo have beon on the Ducklington By. S. of the
p_git! where it meets the Curbridge B., a point oxactly {m.
WSW. of Coursehill n'arm. (OMl). It was probably abbut
] fur. N. of that point, at the westernmost angle of th-e parish
By. ft is very likely that the Stanford, of 27 was at the point
referred to above where the Ducklington By. rneets that of
Curbridge.

30. And,lang Broces on Swyllan Healas :
'Along the Brook to (Bubbling ?) Ilollou,s.'1
The reference must be to the very waterlogged land. near

Emma's Bridge. (OMl).

31. Of etc. on Hastinges Lace :
'From the Hollows to Hasting's SIow Strearu.'
This is the drain or backwater down r,vhich tho N. part of the

E. By. runs to the N. of Ducklington village.

32. Anrllang Lace on thone Eastream :
' Along the Slow Stream to the Course of the River.'
This brings the survev bach to the Windrush closo to

Ducklington village.
(Note added.) And, twegan hammas aet Loppedetkarne (read

Coplted,ethorne) h,yrath i,nto Duclingtune :
' And two enclosures at Pollard Thorn belong to Ducklington.'

- This place _does not appear on the modern map, unloss
Copythorn. a field on tho S. By. of llailey, i*. S. of iliiddlolield
Earm (OMI) marks the sitc. Copythorn is a local name
common in S. England, it is dorived fuom Copped,e-thnrn.

1 I have assurned that swyll,a,n is connected witit suellen,lr4rich is usod of
water butrbling up from the ground.
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Field Names.

Measured from Coursehill }-arm (OMt) :-The Long Lanket (V),
I fur. W. : Wansalls Heath, I fur. SW. : Edgerley Ground,
I fur. SSE. : Oxfar Close, 2 fur. NNE. : IJpper Starnhanr
Ground, 3 fur. NE. l-,y N. (Field nalnes in Curbridge show
that Starnham covered a considerable area): Lapam
Close, 4 fur. NE. : One Elm Ground, 3rr- fur. E. : Pickod (V)
Ground, 2| fur. E'

From Barley Park X'arm (OMl) :-{Jpper & Lower Park, 2

fur. NW.: Fox HilI, immed. \Y.: Hill Furlong, 2 fur.
ENE.: Pitchless HilI, 3 fur. ESE. : Upper Dodnell or
Dodnoll, 3f fur. S. : Dodnoll, 4 fur' S. by W. :- Gather
Ground, 5 fur. SSW. by S. : The Rod (V)Ham (V), 5 fur.
SSW. by W. : The Lankett (Y), 4 fur. SSW.: X'orney
Leys, 3{ fur. \\r. bY S'

I'rom Emmi's Bridge (OMI):-Bor"rvell Hedge Close, 3f fur..
W. by S. : Sand=y Leys Plantation, tf; fur. !V. : Upper and
Lower Mead, l-[ fur. S. by W.

X'rom the church oT Ducklington (OMl) :-Goose l{am (V),
l* fur. N. : Down Hays, I| fur. SSE.

From-Claywell Farm (OMf ) :--Gancler X'ield, 4f f'ur, WNW. :

Coalpit (V) Ground,2fur. \'VSW'

EYNSEAM.

Eynsharrr is about 5m. WNW. of Oxford.
Charter.

K.7f4 is either the original, or a copy, of the foundation
charter of the monastery at Eynsham (Egnesh,am). It certainly
is at least based on a Saxon document of about the reputed
date of the foundation, A.D. 1005. It gives a list of the
properties transferred to the monastery, and surveys of the
bounds of some of thom. TheY are :-

Egnesham. Eynsham.
Sceaptun. Shipton-on-Cherwell. Fivehides.
M'icclantun Mickleton (Glouc.).
Burtun. X'ive hides.
Marana Cliue. Cleeve Prior ? (Worc.).1

1 I'he identification with Cleeve Prior depends on whethor the llarano
CUf of this charter is identical with the Mearnan CJil of 8.537 K.304. Tho
latior wae according to 8.537 granted by Uthelred, king of Mercia, to a ce-rtain
Cuthulf. It seemJto have been finally the proporLy of tho Priory at Wor'
cester, and to have boen so at a date much labor than the date of,this gra,nt to
Eynsham. I cannot find any _record of.the-transfor (though such may oxist),
arid therefore I have some doubt, as to the identification.
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Beonetlege. (Bentley, lVarw. 'i). Tu'o hidr:s. Woodland.
Drtl,'intune. Erclington, Warw. ? Ten hides.
Aescaeron. Esher, Surrey. Twenty hides.
B'tctun (read Di,ctun). Ditton, Sumey.
Rameslege. ?

Survey of Eynsham.
l. Aerest of Rugan Luce an Buggan Broc :

'Birst from Roughl Lake (slow stream) to llugga's Brook.'
The Rough Lake is that backwater of the 'l'Eames which

enters the river just below the lock (OMl) {m. E. of Pink}rill
X'arm (OMl), aI'ter passing round the N. end of a large eyot.
Buggan Broc is now Limb Brook (OMl) which forms for a6out
a mile the S. By. of the parish.
2. Anrllang etc. on Tilgares Dic :

'Along the Brook to Tilgar's Dyke.'
'Ihis must have run along that part of the S. By. which runs

almost clue N. and S. i*. W. of Foxley Farm. (OMI).
3. Ot etc. onweard, Sti,ge :

A vory unusual expression. Means probably ' On up the Path.'
The Path pay be represented_ a,b tle present clay by the

bridle road which runs past, Newfield Barn. (OMl). It does
run slightly uphill in this part.
4. Of etc. on Winburge Stnc :

'X'rom the Uphill Path to Winburg's Stockaded Enclosure.'z
5. Of etc. to Thrhn, Acon :

'From the Stockaded Enclosure to tho Three Oaktrees.'
6. And,lang Weges on thaet Gernaertreow :

'Along the Way to the Treo on tho Balk.'
7. Thanne andlung lYeges on lh,u Portstraet :

'Then along the Way to the .Street (made r:oad) to the
Town (Market ?).'

This brings the survey to a determinable point, for tho
Portstraet is almost certainly the Witney-Bladon road, a

I ' Iiough ' scerns a culious tcrrrr to apply to rr blook. .Rrri is a vr_rr_y
commorr dttributc in thc chartcrs. It, is applied to all sorts of obicctB-:
trees, barrows (ver5r frequently), quarries, dykes, hills, cnclosures, hodges.
hollorvs, leas (Irequcntly), meaclows, sw'&rnps, slades, ways and wiclis. -I{o
doubt its meaning is sometimes ' ruggecl' ; but I think ihat in rrrost of thc
cases cited above it rneans that tho object roferrcd to is notioeablo for r.ough
vogel,ation, such as bushcs, coarso grass, ctr'.- 2 Stoc is the original forrn of tho modorn placo-uarne Stokr:. -llkblorn
(P1,, N . W,il,ts.l casts doubf, on its having any roferc'noe to a stakod or stockrrded

Hj]x:*". 
But, if it hag not that meaning, it is impossible to say what, it, doos
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continuation E. of the Windrush of the Burford-Witney
ridgoway. (See chapter on ancient highways.)

The Weg of 7 would be along the line of the road which runs
N. from the modern Witnoy-Oxford road along the W. edge
of E5msham Park (OMf ) to meet Lhe Portstraet.

The Gemaer Truw of 6 was probably at the SW. angle of the
parish By. within a fow yards of Hill Ilouses. (OMl).

Traces of the Weg of 6 are still apparent on the By. W. of
Hill Ilouses in the shape of what appears to be the line of an
old track running along a hedgerow on the By. about I fur.
S. of Salutation X'arm. (OMl).

The Three Oaks of 5 may have stood where the S. By. makes a
bend about 3 fur. NNE. of X'ielcl Barn (OMI ), and Winburg's En-
closure of 4 may ha,ve been at the sharp angle in the By. just
where the r:ailway crosses it a long **. W. of Newfield Barn.
(oMr).
8. Of etc. on Swana Crofte :

'}'rom the Streot to llerdsmen's Croft.'
This may have been at the NW. angle of the parish a long

*m. S. of the crossroads in North Leigh villago.
9. Thanon on HaethJelil, on tha Eald,an Dic :

' Then to the Open Heath to the Old Dyko.'
This lleath was probably an extensive area on the N. By.,

on tho N. edge of Eynsham Park. (OMt).
TheOldDyke was probablyon the By. as itcrossedtheHeath.

10. Thanon rihte on Maerbroc :
'Then straight to Boundary Brook.'
The Heath of the last landmark and the Dyke must have ex-

tended. all along the N. By. as far as Froeland (OMl). Just E.
of X'reeland the By. meets the head of a brook which it follows
right down to tho Evenlode river. This is tble Mq,erbroc of 9.
11. And,lnng Broces,innon Blad,ene :

'Along tho Brook to the Bladen (river).'
The Bladen is the Evenlodel which the Bv. meets at the

mouth of Maerbroc at Elmsham Paper Mill. iOtttr).

r This is a curious instance of a river having changed its name, In the
charters tho Evenlodo is mentioned soveral times, but always under tho namo
Bktd,ene. Tho modern name of tho river is derived from Eizenlodo (Eou:ange-
Ind) t}ro villago noar Moroton-in-the-Marsh near its source. Evoniode its-elf
got its name irom_a gelad, or artificial channel of the Evenlodo quito near its
lguJce. An e-xactly similar transfer of name has happened in the caeo of the
Epb-orne, the large tributary of the Kennett in N. H6,ripshire. Tho old name
of tho etream was Alor-burna, 'alderbourne.' Tho mbdern is derived from
the villago of Enborne, also near its source,
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12. And,lang Blad,en'into Temese :
'Along the Bladen (Evenlode) to the Thames.'
The By. follows what is now a minor channel of the Evonlode

to a point on the Thames just {rn. ENE. of the hamlet of
Swinford. (OMI).

X'ield Names.

Measured from Eynsham railway station (OMl):-Bitterall
Lane, 3{ fur. E. : Monks Wood, l} fur. SE.

tr'rom Swinford Bridge (OMl) :-Merry Down Ham (V), 2f fur.
SSW. : Bunjay, 3$ fur. S. by W. : Wrothy, 5-f fur. S.

From the church at Eynsham (OMl) :-Chatterholt, 3-r1 fur.
ENE.

tr'rom Newfield Barn (OMl) :-Great HilI Ground, 3 fur. NNW. :

Clacldins, 2 fur. W. by N.
From Eynsham Hall (OMI) :-Rumoor, 4 fur. lY.

GAR,SINGTON.
(larsington is 4fm. ESE. of Oxford

Field Names.

Measured from Northfield Farrn (OMl) :-Swansey Closes, 3
fur. SSW. : Dunstead Mead, 4 fur. ENE. (' Cattle Steading
on the Hill ') : Conb Well and Elve Field, 3$ fur'. E. by S. :

Brook Furlong (V), 3 fur. ESE.
From KiIn Farm (OMl) :-Partway X'ield, If fur. NNE. :

Comberwell Field, 4 fur. N. by E. : Barry Cro{'t, I fur.
E. : Bridge Brook, 2$ filr. SE. by E. : Adwells Close,
3 fur. E. by S.

X'rom City Farm (OMi) :-Elwell Field, 3 fur. W. by S. :

Priestwell X'ield, 2 fur. \V. : Priesthill, 1{ fur. WN!\r. :

Long Down, immed. N.
tr'rom Great Leys Farm (OMf ):-Bury Meadow, 3 fur. NW. :

Flawling Ley, 3 fur. W. : Motterills, 3 fur. SW. by W. :

I{umble Brook, 4l frtr. SSE. (old name of Baldon Brook).
From the church at Garsington (OMI) :-Long Irurlong, 4 fur.

N. : Staggering Field, 3$ fur. NNE. : Blindt'ell or Blindell
Field, 4 fur. ENE. : Rury Hill, 1+ fur. \\'.

Ilrom Southend Farm (OI\{l) :-Bail Stile Close, I} fur. N. :

Blindwell Butts (V), 1| fur. NNE. : Clifton \Yolls, 3 fur.
SSE. : Pidwell or Pitrvoll Fieltl, 2{- fur. SW. (probably
tho name of the small stream rvhich flows S. from Southend
Farm) : Marsh or March Crouch (V), 4 fur. SW.
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EAILEY.
Hailev is about 2m. N. of Witney.

It is probably included in the gra,nts recorded in the Witney
charters. (q.r'.)

Field Names.
Measured from University Farm (OMl) :-Chastill, 2 fur. W.

by N. : Venney (V) End Close, immed. ENE.: Sparrow-
hawk, I fur. ENE. : Chastill (V) Ground, 3 fur. SSW. :

Great and Little Chashill (V)Ditch Piece, 2 fur. SW. by W.
Ii'rom the crossroads at Delly End (OMl) :-Lamburns Ground,

lf fur. WNW. : Delly Breach (V), l* fur. E. by N. :

Mob Hayes, 1$ fur. S. by E.
X'rom the church at Hailey (OMl) :-Giernals, 2 fur. W. by N. :

Blackmore Breach (Y), 3 fur. WSW. : The Lankett (V),
f fur. E. by N. : Hartshorn Close, lf fur. ESE.

From Shakenoak X'arm (OMl) :-Great Ground (V), lf fur.
N. by W.

From Common Leys Barn (OMf ) :-Great Blackpit Assarts (V),
l{ fur. NE. : Navelands, 3aa fur. E. by S. : The Handker-
chief Ground, 4 fur. ESE. : Gigley Ground, l-| fur. E. :

Hickrall, lf fur. S. by W.
tr'rom the crossroads at New Yatt (OMl) :-Corkhill Ground,

3 tur. W. by N. : llailey Heath, l{ fur. SSE.

From Swanhill Farm (OMl) :-Panocks Ditch (V), 2 fur. N. :

Hemplands, 1{ fur. N. : Swanhill Little Barn, I fur. NNE. :

Paunch HilI 2 fur. E. by N.
tr'rom Charity Barn (OMl) :-Long Rusley, l$ fur. NNW. :

Copythorn (V) Ground, I fur. NNW.

IIOBSPATII.
Horspath is about Sfm. E. by S. from Oxford.

It is included in the Cuddosdon chartor. (See notes on
Cuddosdon,)

Field Names.
Measured from Bullingdon Green (OMI) :-Harrow Ground,

immed. N. : Great and Little Pearl, 2l fur. ENE. : Upper
and Lowor Charley, 3 fur. E. : Bag Copse, 2ft fur. ESE. :

Dicksey's Furlong (V), l+ fur. SE. : Moor (V) X'urlong,
3-|- fur. SE. : Wheat X'urlong, 3 fur. SE. by S. : Long
SIr"^o (Y) X'urlong, 2f fur. S. by E. : Stoney X'urlong,
2$ fur. S.
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X'rom the church at Ilorspath (OMl) :-Acre Mead llill, 5 fur.
NE. : Ilackfields Close, 3 fur. NE' : Costard (Y) X'urlong,
3 fur. E. : Gateley Way Furlong, 2* fur. ESE. : Coomb
Close, 1|- Iur. ESE. : Forty I'1ulgng, 2 f_ur. S. : Long
Lands, [4 tur. S. by E. : Leys Furlong, 4 fgr. S. : Revel
Moad, 3f fur. S. : Winding Furlgng, 3 fur. S. : Dunstoad
Furlong, 3 fur. S. by W. : Moor Hades (V)X'urlong, 3$ fur.
SW. by S.

X'rom Hill- Farm (OMl) :-Blacklands (V), 2{ fur. NNW' :

Grote Mead, llfur. NNW. : Grove X'urlong, 1[ fur. NNE. :

Sand Pot Furlong, 3 fur. NNE. : Flockawell, 3 fur. NE.
by N. : Breach (V1 Furlong, 4 tll. E.-by- N. :^ X'elney
X'urlong, 3 fur. slightly S. of E. : Clipps HiU, lt fur. SE. :

Swillo#s X'urlong,l fiir. SE. : Peterley, 3f fur. SE. : n'ive
Oaks, If' fur. S. by E. : Golder Hill, 2 fur. S.'1. Co-r1or
Coles, 3*fur. S. , Wi.rd-ill Hill, 3 fur. slightly W. of S. :

West Comhe, 241fur. S. b5, \d/. : Ilare Hedge, 2$ try. SSIM.,:
Soane Bottom X'urlong, l| fur'. SSW. : Mays HilI Mead,
immed. SW.: Lynches (V) Fiold, I fur. W. : Brook
X'urlong, 3 fur. W. : Plat's Sicleland (V), 4 ftrr. W. : Long
Mouse Hill, 4+ fur. W.

MINSTER LOVELL.
Minster Lovell is about 2$m. W. of Witnoy.

X'ield Names.

Measured fiom Manor X'arm (OMl) :-Cocks Moor Hill, 5$ fur.
NE. : Warren Hill, 5 fur. ENE. : Cowloys, 5 fur. E. : Tub
Meacl, 4 firr. E. : Harbor llill, 2 fur. SE' by S. : Hunger
Hill (V), 2$ fw. SSE, : Shori, Lands, 3 fur. S. by W. :

The Gonsesl 6 fur. S. by W. : Long Turnwall, B fur. SS,E. :

The X'uIIers, 6 fur. SSE.: The Ham (V), 3 fur. WSW. :

Wash (V) Mead, 2$ fi:r. WSW. by W.
From Little Minster (OMl) :-Lifeless, 4 fur. E. by N, : Rack

Close, 2$ fw. E. by N. : Broad Ham (V), 2 fol E. by S. :

X'ilmer Mead, l| fur. E. : Pike Lane, ir,rrmed. S.- --
X'rom Starveall Farm (OMl) :-shyless X'ield, 5{ fur. E. by N' :

Great and Little Lays, 5 fui. ESE. : Great and Little
Sidoland (V), 3 fur. NW. : The Long Lankett (V), immed.
NNW.: The Lankett, immed. SSE.: Burn Grountl,
immed. S. : The Patch, immed. E. : Tacldey Holo, 4 fur.
N. : Squitch (V) Field, 4 fur. N. by E. : Slat Field,-2$ fur.
NNE. : Great Pool X'iold, 2$ fiir. NE. by E. : Sunday
Close, 3 fur. ESE. : Beckley X'ield, 4 fur. ESE'
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T'rom Ringwood. Farm (OMl) :-Bangory Hill, 4* fur. SW. by
W. : Postern, 3 fur. W. by S. : Born Ground Plantation,
2 fur. S. by E. : Lower Pig Rooting, 2$ fur. SSW. : The
Ridings (V), 2 fur. W.

NEWNIIAM MURREN.

Newnham Mumen is fm. E. of Wallingford (Berks).

Charter.
8.1176, K.526 is a chartor whereby King Edgar grants to

Aelgifu ten hidos ab Niwanham at the reputed date A.D. 966.

It has sometimes been identified with Nuneham Courtenay,
to which, as the survey shows, it cannot, belong.

Birch identifies it with Newnham Murren ; &nd, as fir,r as
can be soen, he is right.

Survey.
The survey is either an original, or the copv of an original

of the Saxon age.

The parish of Newnham is remarkable for its shape. Its
longth from W. to E. is six miles, whereas its breadth a,vera,gss
between three and four furlongs. It extends from the Thames
right up to the summit ridge of the Chilterns and for quite a
long distance down the eastern slope of that range.

It may be taken as practically certain that tho E. part of
the parish was very thinly populated in Saxon times, as indeed
it, is at the present day. The result topographically speaking
woulcl be that the old ramos in the thinly populated part would
be apt to disappear, a fact which may a'ccount for the impos-
sibility of determining with anything approaching certainty
some of the landmarks in the old survey.

l. (Ol ?) Cattan Ege i,nto Niwanharn :

'X'rom Cat Island to Newnham.'
It is rare for: the village centre of a community to appear

in a survoy of its bounds, for the village tended naturally
to stand somewhero near the centre of the lands of the com-
munity. But it was the situation of the best arable land
which determined the site of the village centre, and in the
case of Newnham this would certainly lie near the TJrames.
This first landmark is at the W. end of the N. By. At that
point a watercourse runs parallel rvith the Thames on the E.
Bide of it, and the island would be the land between the water-

d
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course and the river.l From the island the survey pa,sses
along the N. By. to Niwanham,the actual village of Newnham,
which is on that By.

Before attempting any further determinations of landmarks
it will be best to give the rest of the survey.
2. Of tham Haethnan Birigelsan. up ancllang D'ic 'tnnan Maer
Wege:

'From the Heathen Burial Place up along the Dyke to the
Boundary W*y.'
3. Up and,lang Maer Wege thaet upt on Weardd,une thaer thaet
Cri,stel Mael, stod, :

'Up along the Boundary Way and then up on Watch Hill
where the Crucifix Stood.'
4. Of than up on the Read,an Slo oth thaere Eald,an Byrig :

'Thence up to the Red Slough as far as the Old Camp.'
5. Of etc. ott, thaet Crund,el tlraer se Haga utiligeth :

'From the Red Slough to the Quarry outside which the
Game Enclosure lies.'
6. Of etc.'i,nnan Mid, Blaed,e:

'tr'rom the Quarry to the Middle Slade.'
7. And,l,ang Mid, Slaed,es on tha Graegan Hane :

'Along the Middle Slacle to the Grey Stone.'
S. Of etc. and,lang Hearp Dene on Cealfa Leage neothe wearile :

'From the Grey Stone along Harp Dean to Calf Lea going
downhill.'
9. Of etc. a be Hagen and, be than Daklan Wege i,n on th' Bec :

'X'rom CaIf Lea always by the Gamo Enclosure and by the
Old Way to the Intermittent Stream.'
10. Si,ththan andlang Be,ces on Taentese :

'After that along the Intermittent Stream to the Thames.'
ll. Anil,lang Da on Cattan Ege :

' Along the River to Cat Island.'
The first thing to be noticed is that the word rzp occurs in

2, 3, and 4. Therefore the By. is at those points ascending
tho W. slope of the Chilterns. On the other hand the wording
of 8 implies that it is at that point beginning to descend that
slope. Those conclusions are sound enough; but the ways of

1 On the Berkshiro sido of the Thameg opposite to the park at Nuneham
Courtenay &ro numerous watorcouraes of this kind; a,nd the charters and
aleo the 6old names show that tho lands between thom and the river were
called dg'c, 'islonds,'in forrrer days.
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Saxon surveyors having been such as they were, it would not
be safe to argue positively a silentio that 5, 6, and 7 are not on
a slope.

It is, to say the least of it, curious that Grim's Ditch (OMl)
which forms quite half of the S. By. of the parish is never
cited as a landmark. But such unexpected omissions occur
now and again in other surveys of other chartors.

It must be stated emphatically that such dotorminations of
theso landmarks as will now be given are tentative and
uncertain.

The Heathen Burial Place of 2 is, as is sometimes the case
with that common landmark in the charters, not determinable
as regards site. Tho Dyko would run along the N. By. E. of
the village.l

Th.e Maerweg is representod at the present, day by the road
which runs for several miles along the N. By.

Of the site of the Crucifix of 3 it can only be said that there
is a cortain amount of probability that it was at a crossroads '

u,.rd, if .o, ii -u,y hav6 stood *ir"ru the Mai'wea 
""or.o irrJIcknield Way |m. N. of Blenheim X'arm. (OMl). The

Weardd,un would be the rise at that point.
The Red Slough of 4 is not determinable, but, as the By. is

approaching the summit ridge of the Chiltorns, there is what
seoms to be the romains of a camp in the N. part of Mongewell
Wood. (OMl). This camp abuts on Grim's Ditch. It may
be the Ealil, Burh of the survey. It is true that it does not
actually impinge on tho N. By. of the parish ; but it is possible
that on this upland, whero thero would be little, if any cultiva-
tion, boundaries were more vaguo than on arable land.

It seoms most probable that the land surveyed, did not
extend beyond the summit ridge of the Chilterns, porhaps
because that part of the parish which lies E. of the ridge was
timber land, a form of property sometimes surveyed with a
grant and sometimes omitted from the survey. It is noticeable
that the Chiltern ridgeway at the summit of the ridge is at this
point still called Timbers Lane.

r The dykos of tho chartors, it is perhaps unnecessary to say, a,re as a rule
ordinary ditches mado to mark the bor:ndaries of lands. It is rarely the case
that they refer to any grea,t prehistoric dyko such as the Grim's Dyke in this
parish. A ditch was the mogt convoniont form of boundary mark in the days
boforo live hedges were planted. It is noticeabls that even at the presont
day, wher_o_both_a ditch and hodgo form a boundary, it is the ditch whieh is
the actual boundary of tho proporty.
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If this is so, then the Crunilel of s is probably repesented by
the old chalkpit (OM6) which lies closo to where this lane crosses
the line of Giim's Ditch. (OMl). What is further important
is that this landmark 5 mentions that a Ha,ga, i.e. ext'ensive
woodland, lay beyond tlne Crundel, which supports the con-

iecture already made with regarcl to the nature o{ t'hat part
bf tn" modern"parish which HeI E. of the summit ridge. 

-
On tho abov:e assumption the survey nou'turns back along

the S. By. of the parish.
Tne M';d Blaecf,of 6 would probably be a small valley' It is

possiblv the depression which the S' By' traverses as it passes

[hrough Mongewell Wood. (OM]).
Miriute exa=mination of the ground might reveal the site of

the Grey Stone of 7. It does not appear on the-map
H*rt, Dene, a name probably derived- fro-m the shape of the

valley,'ma.y be the larg-e valley which the S. By' passos along
as it"descends E. froml{ongewell Wood. (OMl).

The Haga of 9 must hav=e been extensive wooclland on the
S. By. b6tween Mongewell Wood (OMl) and the Icknield
Wav. (OMl). The Eq'Ld Weg is probably representod by !!"
track wirich still passes along'theline of the Grim's Ditch W.
of the Icknield Way.

T]ne Baec of 9 is-the small stream which enters the Thames
at the N. end of the grouurls of Mongewell l{,ouse. (OMl)'

l0 takes the By. irp the Thamoi to Cat Island where the
survey began.

I{IINEEAM COUR,TENAY.

Nuneham Courtenay is about 5m. SSE. of Oxforcl.

X'iold Names.

Moasured from Lowor X'arm (OMl) :-Lousy Lot, immed. W. :

Elbow Dunstan, immecl. E. : Stock Bush, 2[ fur. E. by
N. : Hookell X'ield, 4 fur. E' by N. (name derived from the
Hoc Hyl, of the Sandford charter, 'Hook Hill-') t Egy
Moadoi, 5{ fur. S., on bank of Thames (Aet-thaere Ea,
'at tho Riier') : Long Lyde (V) Longston Meadow and
Dolsworth X'ield, 5| fur-. S. by E. : Five Ash Field, 4$ fur.
SE.

X'rom Nineveh Farm (OMl) :-Picket (V) Grouncl, 3 fur. N. !y
W. : Lower Great Ground. (\'I), 3 fur. N' : The Pinnacle,
immed. NE.: North Furlong (V), 2h fur. W' by-,N.,
Ifarhn Furlong, 3 fir. SSW. : 

-Maida 
IIill, 38 fu-l' SSy^.

n'rom Upper X'arm-1OMf ) :-Broad Moor (V) Loys (V), 3{ fur.
WSW. : Frogmoor, 2|- fur. W,
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PISEILL.
Pishill is a,bout 2$m. SE. of Watlingtou.

n'ield Names.

Moasurod from the church (OMl) :-Well Fiold, irnmod. E. :

Ramsmore (V) 2i-fur. SSE. : I(ebble Furlong (V) 6 fur.
SSE.

PYR,TON.

Pyrton is lm. N. of Watlington.

Field Names.
Measured from South Farm (OMt) in Clare:-The Drewells,

2 fur. NNE. : Moor Hill (V), l] fur. NNW.
From Golder Manor (OMl) :-Pot Ash, 2{ fur. SSW. : Flax

Field, 2t fur. SE.

READ ORA.
It is necessary to give the Saxon form of this name because it

does not appear to have survived on the modern rnap. The
actual place must have been somowhero near Watlington,
probably on the Chilterns ; but it seerns almost certain that the
suryey attached to its chartor comprehends much moro than
tlre land-urit of Read, Ora,, whatever that was. A possible
explanation of the large area of the lanci included in the survoy
is containod in the charter 8.547, K.3f l a document which, if
the dates can be trusted, is more than a cenl,ury later than the
charter of Read, Ora. In this later chalter the lands of
Worcester monastory in this region are dcscribecl as attached
to the church at, Read, Ora, and so the lands included in this
earler snrvey may be all the lands which the monastery at
Worcester hsld in this region at that earlier date.

Charter.
}}.216, K.f 23 is a charter whereby Offa, 'rex Anglorurn,'

grants to the church at Worcester forty hides 'in loco qui
nuncupatur Rearlanoran'. The reputed date of the grant is
A.D.774.

That the extant documeut is, at least, it copy of a genuine
docurnent of the Saxon ago is certain ; arrd there is, as a fact,
no intrinsic evidenco which would forbid the possibility of that
originrrl having been of the reputed date of tho grant. The
extent ofthe grant, forty hides, shows that it includod soyoral
land-units (parishes).

SAXON OXI'ORDSTITR,E.
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Survey.
Parts of the survey are soluble with fair certainty. The

rest of it is so uncertain that any solution of it which may be
attempted must be put forward with diffidence. It will
thorefore be weII to give tho whole survey beforo attompting
to explain it.
l. Anillang Englunga Dene swa waeter wile yrnan in Haethenan
Byrigels :

'Along Dean as the water is wont to run to
the Heathon Burialplace.'
2. A be Wyrtwalan i,n Barfod,slaed, :

' All along the Foot of the Slope to (Barfod's ? ?) Slade.'
3. And swa o??, Timbersl,aed, in Btepacrnl,l,es Scyrld, on Hanslaed,es
Heafd,an:

'And- so to Timber Slade to the Bend in Step Knoll to the
Head of Cock (?) Slade.'z
4. Th' innan Grenan Weg :

'Then to the Green Way.'
5. Tharrcn innan Heald,e (tead Eald,an ?) Maeres Hl,i,nc in
Stanora Lege:

'Then to the Lynch of the OId Boundary to the Lea of
Stone Slopo (Stonor).'
6. Th' in Stanmaeres Hlinc on Cateil,enes Heafdan :

' Then to the Lynch of the Stone Balk (Pond ?) to the Head
of Cat Dean.'
7. Th' ,in Holem,eres Hlinc innn Stanbeorh :

' Then to the Lynch of the Hollow Pond to Stone Barrow.'
s. And, swa'in Smnl,an Aesc :

'And so to the Small Ashtree.'
9. In thone Mapoltre on west henl,f Assundene :

' To the Maple Troe on the west side of Assa's (?) Dean.'
10. Irom ebc. 'in Eilles Pgt :

'X'rom the Maple Tree to Edel's Pit.'

1 I cannot tranelato the term Engl,wngo; but I suspect that tho torm
enge, 'tattow,' is a component of it.

zScgdd is a word which has puzzlod the lexicographors. BT. suggost
tontatively 'alluvial ground,' which is hardly a possiblo meaning hore.
Clark HaII in his lexicon, quoting Earle, suggests a 'twist in o hillside.'
Nothing that I havo como across in othor charters throws any light of the
mea,rdng; and thereforo I havo adoptod tho ono suggestod by Earlo as boing
at, loast possiblo.



SAXON OXT'OBDSI{IBE, 4b

ll. fh' in Draegmeres Hl,inc:
'Then to .1 Pond.'s Lynch.'

12. Swa in Rugawic in Deoltan Harnsteale on Hrernhryc:
'So to the Rough Dairy Farmstead to the Deep Shedding

with a house attached to it to Ravens' Ridgo.'

13. fh' i,n thnne fulan Sl'o to Sigorclene :
' Then to the X'oul Slough to Victory2 Dean.'

14. Bwa in Bad,an Dene in Clncces Wad,lond' :
'So to Bada's Dean to Clacc's Wood Land.'

15. And swa into Lufan Mere :
'And so to Lufa's Pond.'

16. Tlruer ut on tkaene Teld, on Grottes Graf :
Ought possibly to be taken with the previous landmark.
'Whero it enters the Open Country to Grot's Grove.'

17. Th' in Curla Pytte to thaere ?leotan :
'Then to Churls' (X'armors') Pit to the Stream (Mere).'3

18. Tln' on Crawan Thorn on thonee Haeth on Hweolrithig :
'Then to Crow Thorn to the Heath to Wheel Brook.'a

19. Swa on Morpyt on Benthglle in Hroppan Broc :
'So to the Pit on tho Moor (Swamp) to HiIl to

(Noisy ?)5 Brook.'
20. A be Broce on tha Ealil,an Dic :

'Right along tho Brook to the Old Dyke.'

2L. Th' on Crypsan Hyl,le on Bcyttan Mere :
'Then to (Crypsa's ?) IIill to Shot Pond.'

22. Th' on Scyttan Dune:
'Thon to Shot I{iil.'

I Draeg is the first eloment of tho Saxon forms of tho very common placo
namos Draycot and Drayton. Yet, though it is so common' no ono has yet
cliscoverod its meaning.

2 As it stands the namo is not very convincing; but that is the only
known traaslation of tho torm.

3 BT., not having noticed tho indiscriminato way in which Saxon survoyors
troat strong and weak forms of obliquo c&sos, treat this as a word distinct from
.leol rvhich-usually is usod of the wator of an estuary. But thoy and othor
authors of lexicons also assumo that this word can mean Stream. I am
mvself inclined to think that whon used of inland wotors it mo&ns ao oxtent of
shlllow water which diminishod or vanished in dry weather. That would
suggest to tho mind a rosomblanco to the advanco and ebb oI wator in a tidal
estuary.

a Fot lweol, soe notos on Cuxham.
5 May bo a porsonal n.amo HtoPPa.
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23. Swa on Snr,alan Broc to Cni,htnbryge:

'So to Narrow Brook to (Youths' ? Servants' ?) Bridge.'l

24. And, swa to Winecalea on thaene Haethena Byregels in
Colnaran :

'And so to Wineca's Lea to the Hoathen Burial Placo to

r The translatiot of cttiht as it is used in the chortors is rmcertain. I am
convincod that it has some toehnical moaning not given in the lexicons; but,
I ca,nnot say what it is.

'Ihis is ono of the rnost puzzling and tantalising surveys in
the whole series of the extant Saxon land charters. Its
vocabulary contains some terms not found elsewhere and quite
indoterminable in meaning. But the most tantalising foaturo
of it is that, though the two extromities of the extensivo grant
are d.eterminable, the area included betweeu them is a matter
of the greatest uncertainty.

To anyone who knows the Saxon chartsrs and what is at the
present day the very heavily wood.ed area which must come
within the grant the absence of any laudmark implying the
presence of woodland areas must seem very remarkable.
throughout the largo series of extant charters the surveys of
grants- in or bordering on forests or Eeavily wooded areas
almost invariably contain some landmark or landmarks which
inrply their presence. The term haga, which me&ns originally
a peculiary strong form of fence run round. u'oodland to keep
wild animals and the domestic swine which were pastured in
it off the crops, and which camo evidently to bo applied to the
woodland itself, is the most significant of this class of landmarks.
It is well known that in the Saxon period the large woodland
aroas of this country contained. wild animals, and, if woodlands
so extensive as thoso of tho Chilterns at the present day
existed at the time at which this grant was made it is incon-
ceivable that they should not have contained wild animals
and perhaps still more inconceivablo that they should not have
been used for swine pasture, especially if they consistod, as
the Chiltern woods now do, mainly of beech, a tree peculiarly
valuablo for the purpose of pasturing swine. Moreovor the
importance of swine breeding to the Saxon agriculturist is
made quite evident from tho charters, especially from those
of Kent, a region peculiarly rich in woodlands. But, if such
an industry had been carried on iu this Chiltern region, it would
have boen absolutely necessary to construct haga's.
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Summins up, the evidence of this charter, a charter recording
a srant whYchl whatevor its exact bounds, does include an area
wfii"n contains at the presont day several thousand acres of
wooaU,ra, makos it prdbable thad the extensive woodland of
the Chilterns of modein times has been to at loast a large extont
artificiallv created, and that the area included at an.\' r'atc
in tnis dharterl was in former days, where not cultivatod,
rough and apparently moro or less open pastur".lu".d' The
evid'ence in thi chart6rs with regard to the Cotswolds is,ot so

sisnificant ; but it does not imply in any case the presence. of
extensive woodland on that range, though there are extorrsi'o
woodlands on it at the Presont daY.

In attempting to determine the bounds gl th,: gra1t. it.will
be woll to tike t"he lanclmarks in groups, dealing first with those
the positions of which can be satisfactorily determined'

Ai tne W. end of the grant, the key landmarks aro 18

Hwutri,thi,g, and 23 Cnihtahryg- The Ri,thi,g is the str.e3'ry

rnentionocl" twice in the Cuxham survey,-t'he stream which
flows through Cuxham village. The point referued to in the
present chaiter is where it crosses the Cuxham-Watlington By'
just E. of Cuxham village.

The Haeth, of t8 was probably on the Watlington tsy' about

tm. W. of the town.
Ttie Cnihtabryg of 23 is clearly ma1led on th9 I'odern map'

The namos fn"iftrtsbriage Farm (gMl), I(nightsbridge Lano
(OM6), and the Eeld name Knightsbridge Mead Closo all occur
i" th" N-W. corner of Shirburn parish. The bridge o!,t]re
survev rvas almost certainl-y where Knightsbridgo Lane (OM6)

"ro"*d* 
a stream about 3 fur. S. b.y W. of Kaightsbridge X'arm'

(oMl).
So far it seerns cloar that the modern parishes of Watlington

and Shirburn wore included in the grant.
An attempt must now be made to determine t'he landmarks

botween 18- and 23. They, taken in order, are : Morpyt,
Senthyl, Hroppan Broc, Ealil, Di,c, Crypsan Hyl, Scyttan Mere,
Scyttan Dun, Smnl Broc.

Thu g"rr"rd question here is whether the..grant' qid ,9'r gid
not inciude Pyrion. On the wholo it is farily certain that it
d.id not. The particular negative reasons against its inclusion
would take too long to state; but one genoral reason may be

mentioned.

1tr'urther S. is Nowuham Murren, q.u., thoro was heavy woodland'
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Tho grant, whatever its detailed bounds, is of verv large
&rea, an area, which, if much of the arable land at the foot -of

the Chilterns were included, would certainly anount to more
than 40 hides. That renders it almost certtr,in that a larEe
part of it must have been on the necessarily thinly cultivat6d
region on the top of the Chiltern rango where the soil is ver.y
thin, and where the -number of family arable holdings (hideJ)
must have been small.

It seems therefore that the landmarks cited above must be

lguglt for ol the By. of tho S. part of Pyr.ton, thus excluding
that land-unit from the grant.
- Starting fuom llweolri,thig lhe Morpyt was probably whero

the N. By. of Watlington meets the E. By. of Cuxham-about a
fq1!o-ng-NE-. oJ Cux}r-am village. Senthyl was the rising ground
*U!qb tL" N. By._of Watlington passes over about B| fur. NNE.
9f Mi! Farm. (OMl). Hroppan Broc was the brook coming
from P-pton viliage which the E. part of the N. By. of Watling--
ton follows for about 400 yds. The Eald, Dic prdbably ran fdr
a long distance down the N. part of the E. By-. of Wa-tlington.
Crgpsan Hgl was probably on the Watlington By. where it,
beings to ascend the slope of the Chilterns to the NE. of the
town. Scyttan Merewas probably some artifi.cially made pond
on the same slope.l

Scyttan Dutt was the summit ridge of the Chilterns rvhere
the By. of Watlington abuts on Shotridge Wood. (OMI).
The name of the wood is probably rominescent of the old name
of the hill.

Here the suryey takes a long leap from the top of the hill
right down to the point where a stream which flows through
thg park of Shirburn issues from the park on the parish By.
3 fur. NW. by W. of the castle. This is fhe Smal Broc,-it
forms the By. as far as Cnihta Bricg. It is of course possible
that some landmarks between 22 and.23 have dropped out, of
the extant copy of the charter.

It will now be well to take from the survey another group
of identifiable landmarks. 'Ihey are 5 to g. Taken in brder
!!ey are : Stanora Leah, Btanmaeres Hlinc, Cateil,enes Heafod,,
Hol,emeres Hl,,inc, Stunbeorh,, Bmal Aesc, Mapoltreow on west
healf Assundene.

Of these Stanora survives in the name of Stonor  lm. NNW.
of Henley, arrd Assund,ene in that of Upper Assendon close to
Stonor.

L Sruc}r m,ere's, cornmonly called dewponds, but really rainwator ponds,
aro montionod in gome charters of the drior rogions of Hanipshire,
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Whatever doubt there may be with regard to other parts of
the bounds of the grant, there is no question that in this part
of it they are foll6wing the county B-y: ; bqt,-when-it. is a
question "of determinin[ the exact position of the individual
Iandmarks then some doubt arises.

Starnra Lu,h was in the N. part of Stonor parish, the point
indicated being where the N. By. of Stonor-meets the Co- By.
about 300 yds. N. of Hollandridge. (O]Ul). -Stanmneres
Hlinn was probrbly a little E. of the last, where the C. .By..it
running SB. along a slope. Catd,ene is almost c:rtainly the
deep v"allev aloniwhich^the Co' By. runs past Rolls Farm'
tOltr). The poiit indicated was probably just N. of t'he farm.
ilol,enraeres Hii,nc was probably sbme way further down-this
valley, perhaps near dalham's X'arm' (OMIL ,!t "YU.-!"":beeniurther d. along the By' on tho N. edge of Balham's Yoo!'
(OMl). Stanbeorh ilas either a barrow on the hill on the E'
iia" ,it Stonor Park (OMl), or perhaps the hiII itself,-tho-ugh
the meaning 'hill' is rarely, if ever,-to.-be given t'.9 byrh^aa
used in the 6harters. The Aesc was possibly where the Co. By.
meets the Stonor-Henley road about, 3 fur' S. of Stonor villago'

As Watlington is included in -bhe- grant (see provious land-
marks) it ma! be taken as that the delached part.gf the parish
S. and SW. df the last point was in the grant. Therefore tho
Maple Tree was probably on the S B-y of this det'ached pioce,

W.i as stated. in- tne survey, of the bottom of the Assendon
valley.

It now remains to iink up these two groups of landmarks
on the N. and on the S.

Between Cni,htabri,cg arrd Stanora Leah are the following
Iandmarks : 24. Wi,necal,ea,, Haethene Byrgel,s, Colnnra ; I' Etug-

lun4a Dene, Haethene Byrgels ; 2-. \Urtyatn, Barfod,sl,aeil' ;
3. frimbersl,aed,, Stepacnoltels Scydd,, Hanslaed,es Heafod, ; 4. Gtene
Weg ; 5. llald,an Maeres Hlinc.

Wineca,leah must havo been in the NW. part of Shirburn
parish abutting on the W. By. near Knightsbridge n'arm (OMl),
i,nd the Heath"en Burial Plate must haie been near the N. ond
of that W. By.' Col,nara is a curious term which has probably
got corrupted in copying. But whatever it means, it seerns to

r lleatlien Burial I'laous are frequent lancttlarks iI] Saxol c]rart'ers' It is
eviclent that they clifferecl f roo.beorh;t antd liluew's, a1d in no tracoable instance
are thoy associaftd with a l,runulus of any kind. tt is unlikely, though perhaps
just po"ssible, that the Saxotrs rogardeil a,y a.cient collection of gravos as
belongine to a paga,n raco; butlt is moro probable that, they were Saxo.
gr"r"E of"th" tinie intorior to tho conversion of the race to Christianity.
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indicate a landmark at the NW. corner of Shirburn parish, a
long !m. NW. of Knightsbridge X'arm. (OMl).l

From this Colnara (szc) the N. By. of Pyrton runs ofi ENE.
along a little valley, which is probably the Englunga Dene of
the charter. It is the valley described as that down rvhich the
' water is wont to run.' Modern drainage has made the stream
in the valley perennial. The second Heathen Burial Placo
was probably at or near the flat NE. anglo of Shirburn parish
By. about 3 fur. N. of Model Earm. (OMl). The survey now
runs down the E. or NE. By. of Shirburn. Tha WyNwala
was almost certainly the foot of the slope of the Chilterns on
this NE. By. of Shirburn, W. and WNW. of Lower X'ield X'arm.
(OMt). A furlong SW. of that farm is a hollow which is
probably the Barfod,slaed' of the charter. The By. passes lator
up a valley of the Chilterns to the N. of Shirburn IIi[ (OMf ),
which is the Timberslaed, of the charter. The By. passes then
in a way over the neck connecting Shirburn HiIl with the main
Chiltern ridge, and Shirburn Hill is probably t'he Stepacnol
of the charter. The Scyrld,, or bend in the hiil mentioned in tlie
same landmark is no doubt the twist in the ridge joining Shir-
burn Hill to the rnain ridge. Hanslaecl, was the name of the
valle.y on the other sicle of the Chiltern ridge at this point.
In passing along the S. edge of Cowleaze Wood (OMl) the By.
touches the head of that slade,-as described in the charter.
Passing S. of Cowleaze Wood the By. runs for some distance
along a line of track which will be the modern representative
of the Grene Weg. Tho Dald,un Maeres Hlinc was probably
on the somewhat steep slope down which the By. passes about
3 fur. NNE. of Northend. (OMl).

It will be noticed that, while the survey is traversing the
cultivable lowlands at the foot of the Chilterns the landmarks
are on the whole much closer together than when it is traversing
the much less fertile lands on the range itself . That is a common
characteristic of the charters. The productive cultivable land
called for stricter definition than uncultivated, or thinly
cultivated, parts of a grant.

r To the NW. of tlfs point,, in the neighbouring parish of lryrton, is a
nlace with tho r.ulious name Clare. Aloxandor, Pl. N. Oton., giveo cerboin
i3th arrd t{th cent. forms of the name z Cleor, Cleyorc, Ahyor, Clayore. He
assurncs, probably rightly, that the seeond eletnent iu tho name is tho Saxon
oro, 'bank' or 'slope.' I think that thore carr bo iittle doubt that the
Colnara of this Iandmark is a still earlier form of tho name, but an oxample
which has got corrupted in tho text, and that the proper form should bo
Colon ora,'Cola's Slope,' Cola being quite a common porsonal namo in Saxon
times.
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It is now necessary to turn to the unfilled gap in the S. part
of the survey. This extends from landmark 9, the Mapletree
at Assendon, to the Hweolri,thtg of Iil. The landmarks are
as follows : lO. til,les Pyt ; ll. Draegmeres Hlinc ; 12. Rugawi'c,
Deop Hamsteall and Hrernhrycg; 13. Iul Slo, Stgord,ene_;
l4.Bad,an Dene, Clacces Wad,lonil, ; L5. Lufan Mere ; 16. Xelil,
Grottes Gro,f ; 17. Ceorla Pyt, lleot ; 18. Crawan Thorn.

The landmarks of this part of the survey all but defeat
modern investigation. The question, taken in its largest form,
is whether the modern parishes of Swyncombe, Britwell Salomg
and Britwell Prior are or are not included in the grant. Pishill
almost certainly is, and, as to the others, it seems probable
that Swyncombe is too, and the two Britwells are not. But it
must be admitted that all this is uncertain. When it comes to
the determination of individual landmarks thero are many
difficulties and hardly any clues. From the bottom of the
valley of Assendon the SW. boundaries of the detached par-b

of Watlington and of Pishill follow a branch ridgeway which
runs to tLe summit ridge of the Chilterns where the main
ridgewav of that range runs. But the By. [eaves the branch
rid[eway at ll,ussell's-Wator Common. 10lft1. It is possible
that this ridge along which tho branch ridgeway runs, is tle
Hremhrycg of-12. But the surveyors have taken four landmarks
between the S. end of the detached part of Watlington in tho
Assendon valley before they mention Hremhrycg. It is also
possible that Hremhrycg is the summit ridge of the Chilterns at
ihe point whore the Watlington crosses it ; and, if so, then the
grant does not include Swyncombe. But in the survey two
valleys or hollows, Sigord,ene and Bad'and,ene appew as land-
marks. Now the SW. By. of Watlington does not traverse or
paes near anything of the nature of a valley or hollow, and it
would seem therefore that the Hremhrgcg of the surYey is near
the top of the branch ridge on B,ussell's Water Common (_OMl)
wherelhe S. By. of Swyncombe goes off SW. from the SW. By.
of Pishill. This S. By. of Sw;rncombe iloes, after leaving this
point pass over two hollows, of which the first, tha-t a lgng
|m. S.bf the hamlet of Russell's Water would be the B_igar!'e1te
of t3, and the second. would be one of the three heads of the
great valley which runs from here right down to Henley._,These
valley heads lie NNE., 8., and SSE. of Park Corner. (OMl).

The landmarks up to Bad'and'ene are uncertain enough.
Those which follow are quite indeterminable. The Eel,il, of. L6

may possibly be the open upland in the SW. part of Swyncombe
rounil about Ewelme Park Farm. (OMl).
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Thus, so far as can be judged from this very difficult survey,
the grant included the modern parishes of Swyncombe, Watling-
ton, Shirburn, Stonor and Pishill.l

SANDFORD.

Sandford is about 3m. S. of Oxford.
Charter.

There are two charters of Sandford.
By K.793 King Ed.ward grants to Godwin at the reputed

date A.D. 1050 four hides ' in communi terra.'
By K.800 the same king grants the same four hides 'in

communi terra' to the monastery at Abingdon at the reputed
date A.D. 1054.

This expression 'in communi terra' is very puzzling; It is
common land, i.e. land in common occupation in some sense
or other, for it is called gelnaene land' in the titles of both of the
surveys attached to the charters. No other grant in this form
appears in the charters. It may be that 'common' is used
iri 

-an 
unusual sense, and refers to"hides which were the common

holding of one family as distinct from that mysterio_us domain
land. -But the survey includes the whole of Sandford as a
Iand unit. That may possibly be due to the 'common' land
having abutted on all the boundaries of the land unit.

Surveys.
The surveys go back to originals of the Saxon age. The

second is almost certainly a copy of the first. The variants
are merely the kind of slips a copyist of the period was apt to
make.

The text here given is that, of the survey of K.793. Ary
variants in K.800 are noted in brackets.
l. Aerest of Stibbucwere (Stubbucwere) :

'X'irst to the (X'ish) Weir of the SmaII Tree-stump.'
This was where the S. By. of SandJord meets the Thames a

Iong |m. below Sandford lock. (OMl).
2. Bwa north aefter th,are Temese be healfan Streame (Streme)
i,nto Sanil,ford,es Laece :

'So following the Thames midstream to Sandford (Slow-
flowing)Brook.'

1 I have attacketl the questions raisecl by this survey many times in the
last few years, and this is the best I can rnake of them. It is admittodly not
a very good best; and therefore it might repay Bome local archeeologist to
mako a study of it rvith a view to arriving at' more convincing solutions of its
difficultiee, especially those concerned with the S. By. of the grant.
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This defines the whole of the W. By. of the parish. Sand,-
ford,es Laec(e ?) is the stream which enters the Thames 3 fur.
above the lock and forms the whole of the N. By. of the parish.
3. Bwa andl,ang thaere Lace into Santford,a (Sand,ford,a) :

'*So along the Brook to Sandford (village).'
This carries the N. By. along the brook as far as the village,

which is close to it.
a. O! etc. est (east) andl,ang thaere Laece (Lace) up to Ferniges
(Iernniges) Heafdon :

'X'rom Sandford along the Brook up to the Headland of a
Ploughland where Ferrrs grow.'

This carries the survey east along the N. By. to sonre point
probably near Blackbird Leys X'arm (OMl), where the llead-
land was, aud where the By. left the stream. At the present
day the stream runs aloug the E. part of the N. By. in what is
obviously an artificial channel.
5. Up thurh thone Mor east ,into thaere Straet :

_Up llrrough the Wet Ground east to the Street (made road).'
The Wet Ground must have been N. of Sandford Brake.

(OMl). The Straet is the Roman road to Dorchester which
!orm_s- thSJ. By. of the parish, running along the E. edge of
Sandford Brake. (OMl).
6. And, swa suth and,lang thaere Straet ,into Beald,unheama
(Bealrl,anhema) Gemaere :

'And so south along the Street to the Boundary of (Toot)
Baldon.'

-This carries the By. down the Roman road to the Baldon By.
which it meets 100 yds. S. of the SE. corner of Sandford BrakL.
(oMl).
7. And swa west and,lang Gemaeres on suthewerde (suthaneard,e)
Hochylle :

'And so west along the Boundary (or Ralk) to the south
side of Hook Hill.'

The name of the hill survives in a curiousl.y corrupted form
in that of the field name Hookell, the name of tlie field in
Nunqha,m parish which abuts on the Sandford By. just E. of
the Oxfo_rd-Henley road. The hill was evidentiy the rising
ground N. of the Sandford By. at the point wheie that road
crosses it.
8. OJ etc. swa west on gerithe eft on Stybbtlcwere (Stubbucwere) :

'From Hook Hill straight back to the Weir of the Small
'Ireestump.'

See landmark l.
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SHIFFORD.
Shifiord is about 5m. S. bv E. of lYitney.

Charter.
K.7f4 is a copy of the foundation charter of Eynsham

monastery. X'or g-eneral notes on it see Eynsham.
It gives a list bf the properties of the monastory, among

which is scyp,forila 
survey.

The survev is either an original, or a, copy of an original, of
the Saxon age.

l. Aerest of Temese on Ceomina Lace :
'X'irst fiom the Thames to Slow Stroam.'1
A cross reference to this stream in the Chimney survey shou's

that it was the brook which forms the W. ond of the S' By. of
Shifford, entering the Thamss a long $m. due S. of Shifiord
church. (OMt).
2. O.f etc. on thone Weg :

'From the Slow Stream to the WaY.'

3. And,lang Weges ort Cynlafes Stan :

'Along the Wa5, to CYnlaf's Stone.'
4. Of etc. and'lang Weges on Kentw'i,nes Treow :

'f.orn the Sto;e al"ong the Way to Kentwin's Ttee.'

5. Of etc. andlang Weges on tha Lace :
'tr'ro- the Tree along the Way to the Slow Stream.'

6. And,lang Lace eeft on Sumerfortl :
'Along ite Stow Stream once more to Summer Ford.'
(Note"added): and, II weras other bufan tltaere lad,e other

beneothan :

'And two woirs (fishtraps) one above the side channel (of
the river), and the other below it.'

'Ihe pa,rish is at the present day surro,unded on its W., N. ald
E. sideis by artificial waterdykes, an{ on its S. side }y .tln"
Thames. ilut the 'w'ays ' oi the old survoy are explicable.

1 Ceom'ina is a curious ancl uncertain term. The only thing that is
certain about it is that it is an eloment in the namo of the neighbouring parish
of Chimney. ln a charter of 1069 relating to Bampton, in which a survey of
Cfrir""u" i"s siven. this stream is callod Ciornon Ldce. In an Exotor charter
f.g+O *," a'ctual'pluco Chimney is called Ceomrnenigeu $.le-xa1$er, f'' N'
Ouon., thinks Ceoinmene is a stieam name. Ekwall, Engli'sh Riaer Nomeo,
does not appear to reckon it as such. Thero is no cotrlrnon torm or porsonal
na;o t" "itii"i, 

lt bears any resemblance, so, ,faute de rnieu't, it' looks as if
Aloxaoder wae right.
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The naturo of this small parish makes it probable that, except
for a certain amount of mead land near the river, the whole of
it was ploughed land. Those ploughlands would have grass
balks rinning along the parish By., and. these would be, as
balks between ploughlands mostly were, used as tracks.
Doubtless lhese Weg's of the charter were tracks along the
balks on the parish By.1 The Stone of 3 and the Tree of 4 are,
not unnaturally, unidentifiable. The Lacu of 5 and 6 is
represented now by tho waterdyke which run,s down the E.-By.
Summerford of 6 may have been where a forcl is marked on
the river close to the hamlet of Shifford.

'Ihe Lad, of the appended note is obviously that side channel
of the Thames which leaves the main stream just S. of the
hamlet and rejoins the main Thames before it reaches the E. By.
of Shifford. Tho weirs of the same note appear to have been
at the places where the side stream leaves and rejoins the river.

SHIPTON.ON. CHER,WE I., t.
Shipton-on-Cherwell is about 7m. N. by W. of Oxford on tho

Oxford-Banbury road.

Charter.
K. 7 14 is a chartor whereby King Ethelred grants to Ethelmaer

as representing the monastery of Eynsham, of which he was
presumably abbot, lands at various places, including five

1 These roads along the balks of ploughlands are a special feature of Saxon
agricrrlture. Their raison-d,'etre rr,ay be easily explained. Each group of
stiips of ploughland, called'furlong'in tho later field-names, would contain
strips belonging perhaps to as many as 20 or 30 members of the village
community. It was nocessary to havo some means of qccess to the strips so
that one holder neod not have to pasB over the lanrl of another in order to
get at his plot in the furlong. That access could be provided for by leaving a
,{rass balkbf some breadth round each group of strips, along w}rich each owner
could pass. Thus the balk bocamo a track as well as a boundary of the furlong.
'Ilre batk is tho rllaere or gerndere of the charters ; ancl anyone rvho knows tho
charters will know how frequent is the reference to a' m,aerweg, ' we,y along a
balk.' With the Enclosuro Acts of a century or a century and a half ago these
holdings in strips of arable wero consolidated in such a way that a holde-r in
the paiish got in exchange for strips scattorod all over it a continuous block
of ploughland, so that it rvas not neeessary for him, 9x9ept in rarercg,ses, to
have somo special means of access to his land providecl for hirn. Thus the
ways along tho balks, and the balks themselves, tendecl to disappear. The
ways havo not entirely disappeared. Where a local roacl in,a parish,tends to
turh at right angles it may be safely assumed that it has developed along a
series of fo-rmor balks. Many farm tracks also are survivals ol old maerweg's'
In somo parishes the namo ' mero,' ntaere, is still applied to such roads. Rut
many of these old ways along tho balks have disappeared as eviclently in this
case of Shifford,
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hides at Bceaptun. The whole charter is either the foundation
charter of Eynsham monastery, or a confirmation of it. The
reputed date of it is A.D. 1005.

There can be no real question that the extant copy is either
an original or the copy of an original charter of the Saxon age,-
probably of the reputed date 1005.1

SurveY.
l. Of Craswylle on Humbran :

T'he Craswylle of. the extant copy of the charter is obviously
tho error of a copyist who has read Caerswglle, 'Spring of
the Watercress,' for Cearurylle, and the e(roneous form has
passed by metathesis into Craswylle. The mistake was a
natural one if the document he was copying was blurred, for
Caerswyl is a very common name in Saxon topographical
nomenclature.

The survey starts from the Cherwell on the S. By. of the
parish immediately S. of the church, and goes W. along the
S. By. which in this part is a small brook, lhe Humbra. It
forms the By. for more than fm.z
2. Anil,lang Humbran on tlmet Sl,ae.d, :

'Along the Humber to the Slade.'
The Slade was on the S. By. just E. of the Banbury road, the

hoilow in which the Humber flows. Just W. of the road is a
field called The Slade.

3. Tlru,rnn on thn Straet :
'Then to the Street (Made Road).'
This is the Oxford-Banbury road, a great ridgeway. (Seo

chapter on highways.) The application of the lerm straet to
it a[ this point shows that a section of it, possibly a very short
one, had -been ' made ' in Roman times. This road is called
Portstraet in the Cutslow and Whitehill (Tackley) charters.

1 Furthor details of this charter rvill be founcl in the notos relating to
Eynsham.- 2 To the averago usor of tho modorn map the name Tlutnber wiII moroly
recall the great Yorkshiro estuary. But, as a tact', Hum,bra was- tuit-e- ^acommon stioam namo in England.- In the Saxon charters it occurs in B.ll2,
I(.49. of N. \Yootton, Som.-: in a Suffolk chartor I].480, K.272. : and in a
charter of Harwell, Berks., K.1273. ltrkwall, Riuer Name^s oJ Dngland', p. 202'
cites numerous other examples of tho name in various sourrtios. His sugges'
tions as to the origin of the namo are vcry unconvincing. Itis possibly a la,.me
which, like some 6ther stleam names in ilngland, is not attributable to a Coltic
or Germanic source, but has como down fiom pre-Celtic tirnes. AJter all if,
as is noioriously tho caso, tho Saxong borrowed gtream narneg from a raco
which they to iomo extent exterminated, why should not tho Colts heve
borrowod iuch namos from a raco which, according to thoir principles of
sottlomont, they noither exterminated nor wished to oxtorminate,
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a. Of ebc. on Brad,e Wyl,lon on th,one Ealdan Garan :
'X'rom the Street to the Broad Springs to the Old Gore.'
The Springs were evidently on the S. By. about 1 fur. N. of

Campsfield Farm (OMl) in Thrupp parish. Thc field on the
By. at this point is called Spring Grouncl. The Old Gore, a
triangular piece of ploughland, was probablSz at the re-entering
angle of the parish By. about 400 yds. \4INW. of Campsfield
Farm. (OM1).
5. Of etc. anill,ang tlw,es Wud,uweges on tha Heh,gtra,ete :

'Il'rorn the OId Gore along the Wood Way to the High
Sl,roet (Made Road).'

The Wood Way ran along the line of modern road which
forms the \\:. end of the S. By. The High Street was on the
line of the road which forms the S. part of the W. By. It is a
branch ridgeway which leaves the main Oxford ridgeway at
Sturdy's Castle Inn. (OMl). It had evidentll'been made in
this part in ll,oman times.
6. Of etc. on thone Weg the scgtlt, to Blucl,ene :

'X'rom the Street to the Way which runs to Bladon.'
!4" W"y which runs to Bladon was obviously a track leading

to Bladon near Woodstock. It is that part of bhe Heah Btraet
which forms the N. part of the W. By. of the parish. It left the
Heah Straet about half rvaydown theW. By., and u,ent ofiSSW.
It is stiil represented by a continuous line of road or track to
Bladon. The Heah Straet on its way S. Ieft Bladon slightly to
the W. to pass oyer the ridge of the hilt at Bladon Heath.l
7. Thonne and,la,ng Weges to tharn Hagan :

'Then along the Track to the Game Enclosure.'
The survey passes along the line of road referred to above

to the NW. corner of the parish where was the Huga. 'Ihe use
of this term implies that there was extensive woodland in that
part in those days, though there is none now.
8. O/ etc. to Bicanbyrig :

'From the Game Enclosure to Bica's Camp.'
The Camp has vanished. It must have been at the W. end

of the N. By.it probably gave its name to an extensive stretch
of open country (feld,) fuom which Campsfield Farm (Oi\Il)
has dorived its name.
9. Of etc. on tha Eald,an Dic :

'X'rom Bica's Camp to the Old Dyke.'
The Old Dyke ran along the W. part of the N. By.

1 Seo Road 3 in t'he chapter on highways.
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10. Ol etc. on thone We,g :
'From the Dyke to the Track.'
The Weg is now represented, in so far as it is represented at all,

by a bridle road which just touches the re-entering angle of the
parish By. about I fur. W. of the Banbury road. The old
track followed the By., for the By. is described in the next
landmark as running along it. The modern bridle road has
been artiflcially straightened.

ll. And,lang Weges to Withi'gleas Gemaero :
'Along the Track to the Balks at Willow Lea.'
Willow Lea was on the N. By. W. of the Banbury road. It

was probably a lea of Tackley. But there seems to have been
plou[hland on the Shipton side of the By. The names of
Weaveley Farm (OMl, in Tackley), and Weaveley Copse (OM6)
on the Tackley-Shipton By. may be corrupted forms of the
old name.

12. Anrllang Mores on Langan Hlaew :
'Along the Wet Ground to Long (TaIl ?) Low (tumulus).'
The Wet Ground was on the N. By. just W. of the Banbury

road. The tumulus must have stood on the N. By. within at
most afew yards of the Banbury road. fts position is definitely
determined bv a cross reference in the charter of Whitehill in
Tackley.

L3. Of etc. and,lang Weges to tham Col,il'an (tead Eald,an) Cri,stes-
maele on Cyrwylle:

'From the Long Low along the Wav to the Old (?) Crucifix
to the Cherwell.'

The Weg is represented by the modern road which forms tho
E. part of the N. By. The Cross was probably on the hill
immed.iately above the Cherwell.

14. E.[t on Humbran :
' Once more to the Humber.'
See 1. The Cherwell forms the whole of the E. By. of the

parish.
X'ield Names.

Measured from Shipton Slade Farm (OMl) :-Campsfield, 4 fur.
SW. : Spring Ground, 2$ fur. S. : Dirb Hill, 3 fur. SSE. :

Little Walton, 2t fur. SE. : Hogstye, 4 fur. SE. by E. :

The Slade, 5 fur. SE. by E. (See charter.)
From the church at Shipton (OMl) :-Pilford, 2 fur. ENE.

Probably 'ford of the pool' (in the Cherwell).
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SHIBBI'R,N.
Shirburn is lm. NNE. of Watlington.

Shirburn is included in the Read, Ora charter.
X'ield Names.

1 Amoogst other tithe awards of the same naturo which I have come across
in the couree of tho examination of many hundrods of such awards aro thoso
of Norbh Moreton, Cholsey and Steventon in Bcrl<shirc, anrl lfreclington noor
Shipston.on-Stour in Worcostorshire.

Measured from Shirburn Ca,stle (OMI) :-The Lee (V) 2 fur.
W. in the park : Middle Way Ground, 3 fur. SSE.

From Knightsbridge Farm (OMI) :-Spear (V) Bottom, 4 fur.
NW. by W. : Knightsbridge Mead (V) Close, immed. \V. :
The Linings, immed. S. : Rod Eyot (V), 2$far. NW. by N. :

Elampen (V) Meadow, 2l far. N. : Sundridge Close, 321 fur.
NNE. : Sundridge Meadow, 4$ fur. NE.

SOUTH WESTON.

South Weston is 2$m. N. by E. of Watlington.
X'ield Names.

The tithe award was made before the Enclosure Acts were
applied to the parish, and therefore illustrates in a vely
interesting way the topography of an English village com-
munity at a time when a system of farming which hacl come
down from Saxon times was still in existence.l
Measured from the rectory (OMl) :-Butts (V) shooting (V) on

Orchard, 1 fur. S. : Little WeIl Green X'urlong (V), f -]-fur.
E. by S. : Whitlington Furlong, 2 fur. S. by W. : Uppor
Mare (V) Furlong (V), 3 fur. SSW. : Broad Mead Furlong
(V), 3 fur. WSW. : Catsbrain (V) I'urlong (V), 3 fur'. W. by
S. : Dakleys X'urlong (V), 3+ fur. W. : Long Danch Fur-
Iong (V), zfrfw. W.by N. : Short Danch (V) n'urlong (V),
f$ fur. NW.: Abingdon Way X'urlong (V), 4 fur. NW.
The way seems to have vanished. Long Lank (V)
Furlong (V),2+ fur. NNW.

X'rom the church (OMl) :-Lampit (V) X'urlong (V), 3e fur. N. :

Long Lince (V) X'urlong (V),22 fur. N. : Saltway X'urlong
ff), f+ fur. N. It is known that the monastery al
Worcester got its lands in this noighbourhood. supplied
with salt from Droitwich, though the actual line of the
main saltway to this district is not known. This road was
evidently that which runs to Weston from the NE. It
would be a branch of the main saltway. Postcombe
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X'ullong (V), 3 fur. NNE. : AdweII Furlong (V), 3 fur.
slightly W. of due N. : Millway Furlong (V), 2 fur. N. by
W. : Long Ban (V) n'urlong (Y),2+ fur. N. by W.

STANDLAIffi.
Standlake is about 5m. SSE. of Witney.

X'ield Names.
Measured from the site of the British Village (OMI) :-Alders

Hedge, 3f fur. W.: Berry Batts, 6 fur. W.: B,am Pit
X'urlong (y),2+ fur. W.: Catsbrain (V) n'urlong,2$ fw.
WNW. : Crow Cross Butts (V), I+ fur. W. : Whittington
Hi[, 4e fur. NW. : Costall, 3 fur. NNW.: Broad WalI
Furlong, 2 fir. S. by W.: Harrington, 2$ fur. SSW.:
Upper Earnest, 3 fur. SSW. : Leys, 4$ fw. SSW. : Marsh
Furlong, 6 fur. SW. by S.

}'rom Manor Farm (OMI):-Whit Ox Furlong, 2 fur. W.:
Aldworth, I fur. W. by N.

SWYNCOMBE.
Swyncombe is 2m. S. by W. of Watlington.

It is possibly included in the Read, Ora charter.

X'ield Names.
Measured {rom the church (OMl) :-Randlesbury Field, 2} fur.

N. byE. : LowerSlay (V), 3fur. N.byE. : UpperSlay(V),
4$ fur. NNE.

From Ewelmepark X'arm (OMl):-Buckridge and Well Piece,
3fur. WSW. : IcknieldWay,2fur. W. : Great Ground (V),
3$ fur. ESE.

}'rom Park Corner l'arm (OMl) :-Digberry Field, 3{ fur. S. :

Ware Field, 2$ fur. ESE. : The Hatch (V), 13 fur. E. by N. :

Hatch Field, 3 {ur. E. by N. : Further Slab, 2 fur. NNE.
From Coates X'arm (OMl):-Eaton Field, 1{ fur. N. : Great

Latchmore, immed. NE. : X'rench Lands, possibly land
where I'rench Grass was formerly grown, 3| fur. SE.

l'rom Russell's Water (OMl) :-Piddlepits (V) Close, 2 fur.
WN\V. : X'litwell Close, 3 fur. SW. by S. : Applebv Ciose,
immed. NNW.
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TACKI,EY.

6l

Tackley is about 9m. N. of Oxford.
Charter.

8.709 is a char"ber whereby King Ethelred grants to St'
Frideswide's monastory, Oxfoid, cert'ain land's, 'i'nter al'ia lhree
Lides at Wi,hthutt, or Wi,thull, at the reputod date A'D' 1004'

the ouestion of the date of this document is very difficult to
aut"ririru. The forms of words indicate that this extant
aocomeot is of a date long posterior to the Conquest-' The
;";i;, of the document, wduh determine the actual date at
whith it was written ; but the question is whether the mat'ter
of the document originates at that date or whether it was

"""i"a t*o- an earlier"document. 'Ihat can only be determined
Uy'tne spellings of certain terms in the surveys attached to it'I

r Tho induction is founded on a collection of betwoen 50,000 and 60,000

u"rr"pt"" of tt u spellings of certain terrns common in thoSaxon ch_artors duting
;i';^;;;ilil-*ti"t uir""uua tho Conquest', i.e' from 1050 to 1550' 'I5oso
*".ffi"n" *""u taken from several thou6andsr of dor:umonts tho dates of which

"I" 
*"G"a.- ilo collection shows that certain sp_ellings wore.usual in certain

"n"",-".a "tners 
in others ; arrd the gener*l resull' is that, given.? .""ili9i9+t

"t-U", 
of examples in an undated documelt, it is possiblo to tell to wtthin

ilii;;;;; atkhat date either the docurncnt' or, rvhat' ig more common and
rril"""i*"..tioi. tnu ao"o-ent on whioh it was foundod, was drawn YP' . '1'o

;;;;.,h;",i,;;iJ-#iir, tn" Saxon charters a knowlcdgc, which may bo obtained
from the script, that the extant document was wrltten at sucn &nd sucn &

a-"t" i.-.f *irr'o" i*po"tu""", What 6e warrts to kr:row whether the documont
;;;"ilil;il.i, uii,l"n"" of its having been copiod from an earlier docurnont,

""Jii "., 
tm aate of the document lrom rrhich it was copied'

The vory rapid uhanges througlr which l'hc Elrglish- language. pass.od,rn

the centuriei imirediotely succoeding the Conquest I'ender It, mogt, untkoly'
if not impossible, tSat a-ny compilei of a docurncnb after about f 200-1250

"...f 
Jn""'" 

"".""u'*i"tty 
f.or[e<l, abinitio rn An_g.lo-Saxotr document. . 

He rnight
;;;"";;;i;Jii;- ""a inut ihi" *r" dont' the WincSoster charters ghow ; but
ii-ii. "Li"t *"s aamaged, he would be certain to make mistakes, as the
Wiri"i",i-.]iiJpyl*i" aid'. i{e might oven,hav,e. Lranslated woll know, and
nr*ii, 

""cosr,izi,6le 
terms into the f"orrns used in his ot n day ; but, if he did so'

lrr: $lould Jrobablv leave others ho coult-l not transform in the lorrns rn whrclr
ir. i."iiJtilr".' itr tt 

" 
fi.ret caso a Saxon original is indicatod with certainty ;

i" Ur" f"t"i-*itir probability. But when all the terms are in the forms used at
* cortain ase anv-assurnptibn of a Saxon origina.l is at least, unwarranted.
'" *'Oilh8;;;i"- 

oi 
"puti"g 

the charter poi[-ts c-learly to its bcing an original'
or founded on an original, of the t+th cerrt' (13O0-1400)'

'l'he forms of rv-ords rvhich are most tlecisivo of the dute aro - dyke,'.e
fo"rr, *-lrich does not appear till the flrst half of the 14th cont', and 'heued"
.;i.rrr;i;;;-;; rppu"" i"'t", than 1399. of ttre other forms of which sttrtistics
h;;;t;;;-t"k"rriri"a of which oxamples occur i,. rliis docurnent, t5e follo-wing

"""fiirio* 
predominate in that l4th cint. : ' tlo,.' 'rrcll,' 'mor(e),' 'brok(e),'

;i;ii-;o'"\;;r-;;"c"",' a"a, from.l.35G-14o0, ' lou"'. By predominan-[.is meant'

that;f t5e"various ways of spelling-these res1x,cl,ivo words in the l4th cent.'
;ii;;" t;;;; i""iiJi" ttiis doc;rnorrt*fori:n rnorir rhan 50 per cenr.^of tho wholo.
others which &ro vory common, supplying in tlre l4th century 2G-50 per ceut'

"iir," i"*it""es, troi 'lond,' 'Iad,t '-lo,'and ' brigg(e)"
Thero is no'ovidonco that the document is a copy of a Saxorl ongrnal'
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Survey.
'Ihe surve.y sho.rvs that the iand granted is that S. part of

the parish of 'Iackley which lies E. of the Banbury road and
S. of the Akeman Street, where two farms called White HilI
exist at the present day.
l. That i,s fro olrl Hensislacle ofre the Cli,ff i,nto Btony Lond,y Wey :

'That is from old . . . Slade over the Steep Slope to the
Stony Wa5r of the Ploughland.'

'Ihe survey beings on the S. By. of Tackley where that
By. leaves the Cherwell about 3 fur. due W. of Bletchingdon
station. (OMl). Part of the name Hens,islud,e survives in
that of Enslow, the hamlet at Bletchingdon station. The
lirst part, of the name is probably a personal na,me ; but its
identity is not determinable.

Ahe Cli,ff is the very steep bank on the lV. side of the Cherwell
at t'his point,. The Stony Wey was on the line of a lane which
runs W. from the river along the S. By. of the parish. It is
called Wrg,'track,' in the Shipton Survey.
2. Iro the Wey ,into the Long Lowe :

'From the Way to the Long Tumulus.'
The long (or tall) tumulus is also mentioned in the Shipton

suryey. The cross reference makes it clear that it stood closo
to the Banbury road on the S. By. of the parish.
3. Iro the Lowe,into the Portstrete :

'From the Low to the Street (Made Road) leading to the
town (or market ?).'

The Portstrete is lbe Oxford-Banbury road, a ridgeway.
It is called by the same na,me in the Cutslow charter. -In t[e
Shipton charter it is called Straet. The Port is probably Oxford.
4. Irom the Btrete ,tnto Charanel,l :

'From the Street to the Cherwell.'
It is almost certain that a landmark has been omitted after

landmark 3, one referring to the Akeman Street. As this
would be a strete it may be the case that the scribe having
written that term in 3 overlooked its repetition in the next
landmark, and passed on to the next but one. It is ahnost
certain that the By. of the grant, passed along the Akeman
Street to the Cherwell.
5. So afti,r Strem ti,l it sltutt eft iruto Hensislacl,e :

'And so along stream till it comes again to Slade.'
'Ihe Cherweilforms the S. part of the"E. By. of Tackley.
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X'ield Names.

Measurecl from the church :-Glover Le.ys (V), 4 fur. W. by S. :

Whitelands, 3$ fur. W. : Parsons Picks (V), z{-fqr. {. :

Costell Ground, 3 fur. ESE. : Tacknell, 3 fur. N. by E' :

The Lizard Ground, 2frfar. NW. bY W.
From Sturdy's Castle Inn :-Hutt X'ield,-2 fur. Nl{E. : Snakes

Furlonf (V), 2 fur. NE. : Great Redlands, 3 fur- NNF. 
-

From Old -Mansleys Farm :-Wootton Ba1k, 4-fqr. SW. :

Pinks Hurdle,'I] fur. NW. : Garlands Piece Furlotg (V),
4 fur. N. by W. i Grattons Ground, !{ fur. E.!y-N,----

Ir'rom Wood Farm (OMl) :-swilly Hole, immed. WNW.:
Hanging Brake, 2$ fillr. NNE.

From No'rtfbrook Bridge (OMI) :-Fieldharder, 4 fur. W. :

Homerharder, 4 fui. W. bv S. : Sweeting Tree, 4 fur.
WSW. : Ctiff End, 3 fur' W. : Bond Lancl, 2f fur. W.by
N. : Handkerchief Piece, 3 fur. W. by N.

n'rom the crossroads in Nethercott (OMl) :-Haydes (V) Close,
l$ fur. W. by N. : Dean X'urlong, l_fur. N. by E' : 

-Short
B-roads, z fui. N. by E. : Long Blechmorc,2f fur. NNE. :

Dibd.ane Furlong, 2 fur. E. by N. : Allgrove, 3 fur. ESE. :

Ashwell Hill, 4 fur. ESE. : Ashwell Slade, 5 fur. ESE. :

n'urther Lints Brake, 5 fur. SE. : Winter Furlong, 4$ fur.
SSE. : King's Weir Furlong, 6 fur. SE.

I'rom the NE. corner of Tackley Wood (OMl) :-Beechtree
Butts (V), 4 fur. W. : Milestone Furlong, 3$ fur. W. by S. :

Long Down,2lI'w. E. by \ : L-oser B_rockley,-2* fq{:E. ,

Upper Brockley, 2f fur. E. : Sryty Low, 3 fgr. ESE.:
B,ousham Hedge, 4 fur. E. by N. : Hybrink Spring, 4$
fur. E. by N. : -Long Mallewelf 6| {ur. E. : The Lasmoor,
5f'fur. E. : 'Iurfham, 7 fur. slightly S. of E. : The Ham
(V)' SnL fur' E' bv S'

The iraine"M"rr*uy"] Maerweg,'road. running along the balk
of a ploughland,' is common in the parish.

W[en Che Tithe Award was urade the open field system was
existent in the E. part of the parish.

TADMARTON.
Tadmarton is about 4m. SW. of Banbury.

Charters.

There are four charters of Tadmarton which present,
difficulties which are greater than those which usually confront
the would-be solver of the questions which the average Saxon
charter presents.



64 SAXON OXrON,DSHIRE.

It will be well, before attempting to deal with those difficulties,
to give those features of their text on which anydiscussion must
be based.

n'irst Charter.
8.964, K.1I95,is a charter wherebyKing Edwygrarrts to the

thegn Byrhtnoth ten hides of land at Tad,emertun at the
reputed date A.D. 956.

Survey.
l. Aerest of Coppan (read Eowan)r Wgl,l,an Broc :

'First from the Brook of the Yewtreez Spring.'
2. Thnnne on, th,a Blacan Wyllan :

'Then to the Black Spring.'
3. Tlb' etc. qn, thone HeaJorl Aecer :

'Then from the Black Spring to the Strip on the Headlarrd
of a Ploughland.'
4. Of etc. and,lang (]emaeres on Hesl, Burh mid,tleweard,e :

'From the Strip of Ploughland to the middte (of the side)
of the Camp of the Hazeltrees.'
5. OJ etc. on HaesL ForrJ :

'X'rom the Camp of the Hazeltrees to the X'ord of the
Ilazeltrees.'
6. And,l,ang streames om thone Ealdnn Ford, :

'Along stream to the Old X'ord.'
7. Of ebc. a be Gemaere th' on tha Strael, :

'from the Ford always by the Boundary (Balk) to the Made
Road.'
8. Of etc. on tlwne Laeg Acer :

'X'rom the Made Boad to the . . . Strip of Ploughland.'
9. Of etc. a be Maere th,' on thone Hri'gc Weg :

'X'rom the . . . . Strip of Ploughland always by the
Boundary (BaIk) to the Ridgeway.'

1 Tho roading is takon from tho text, of the third of the four clnrters in
which there is a reference to the samo blook undor the name as here amendod.

2 I give here rvhat rnay be called the ordinary interpretation of the word
oolD, At the sarne timo I have the strong suspicion that in this name arrd in
the old form of the namo of Evenlode noar Moroton-in-the-Marsh, which l
believe to bo Eowa'ngelad, L}l.e eou is a west midland Iorm of ea, ' river,' which
appeer.s in the SW. coulties in tho forms go ot geo. As the suspicion is not
capablo of proof, it may be groundless.

3 Birch omits orz from his text, but inserts it in a noto as a MS. reading.
The 'ou' reading is unquostionably correct. Birch has a hatrit of preforring
iuferior roadings of MSS. of tho charters.
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lo Of efic. be Gemaere th' on tha Ealil'an Dic :--;fio* 
the Ridgeway by the Boundary (Balk) to the Old

Dyke.'
ll. And,lang Dices on Lang Dices Bri,gce :-

;Along tfie Dyke to the Bridge of the Long (sic) Dyke"r
12. Ol etc. on gean stream th' on Gres (read Caers)z WyLlan

Broc :
'From the Bridge up stream to the Brook of the Watercress

Spring.'
13. Of etrc. on Fule WYllan:

'Fiom the Brook to X'ouI SPring.'
L4. Of etc. be Gemaere on Scearpannes.se :

'X'iom the Spring by the Boundary (Balk) to Sharp R'idge
End.'
I5. A be Gem,etere th' on tlwne Steort :

'Always by the Boundary (Balk) to the Tongue of Land.'

16. Of etc. oru tlm Straet :
'X'iom the Tongue of Land to the Made ll,oad.'

L7. And,l,ang Stre'ate on Hunburghe Leqgh.
'Along the Made Road to Hunburh's Lea.'

18. qf etc. th' eft on Eoppans (read fi)owan) lYyll,an Broc :
' F{om the Lea to theBrook of Yewtree (?) Spring.'

Second Charter.

8.965, K.453 is a charter whereby King Edwy grants to the
thegn Brihtric five hides of land at Tad,emaertun at' the reputed
date A.D. 956.

Survey.

l. Aerest of Eadruard,es Myl,ne th' -on th-a Eald,an D'ic :
'First fiom Edward's Mill to the Old Dyke.'

2. Of etc. otl -tYlaer Broc :
' -from the Dyke to Boundary Brook.'

1 I have given, and tralslated, Birch-'s reading, which.is obvio\sly rvrong,
tlre copvist hivine evidently writi,en and,Iattg Di,ces twice by mistake. Birch
notes ;;rother MS] readine 

-on Laulgares Brigce; brfi Landgar is not' a known
Lerm, and is not, recordd'd as a proper name. My imp-rossion is tha't tho
copyist's mistake has consisted inlhe insertion of a second kt'ng, a'nd tha-t tle
hridmark (translated) was' Along the Dyke to the pridgg over the Pft u,'-

2 Caeis is a,nothei examplo of a MS. ioading which Birch has rejocted for a
readins of inferior trustrvorthiness.

z ilrre Eomoo,n of thig Iandmark suggosts how the mistoke noted in reforonco
to landmarki'aroee. ln copying thJt landmark tho scr.iSe misrtook an E. for
a O., and in both a W in Saxon script for a PP.
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3. Of etc. on th' Eastre S,i,c :
'X'rom the Boundary Brook to the More Eitsterly Water-

course.'
4. Of etc. ott, Maer Btan :

'From the Watercourse to the Boundary Stone.'
5. Of etc. ott thane Eald,an. Garq,n :

' X'rom the Boundary Stone to the Old Gore (triangular piecc
of ploughland).'
6. Of etc. a be HeaJd,ana th' on thone Brac :

'From the Gore ahvays by the Headland of a Ploughland to
the Brook.'
7. O.f ebc. ongean stream th' on th' Ri,scbecl :

'From the Brook up stream to the Bed of Rushes.'
8. Of elc. th' on thone Weg :

'X'rom the Bed o{ Rushes to the Track.'
9. TIL' suth and,lang Weges th' on th' Slueil, :

'Then south along the Track to the Slade (valley hollow).'
10. Of etc. up on tha Ecge :

' X'rom the Slade up to the ltidge Ddge.'
ll. Th' and,lang Ecge on, Heort Wyl,l,un :

' 'Ihen along the ll,idge Edge to the Spring of the Deer.'
12. Of etc. on tha Eald,an Styge :

'From the Spring of the Deer to the tJphill Path.'
13. Th' ancllang Styge on thone Maer Pyt :

'Then along the Uphill Path to the Pit on the Boundary.'
14. Of etc. on Wilbaldes Ecge:

'Frorn the Pit to Wilbald's Itidge Edge.'
15. Of etc. th' eft on Eai,wardes Mylne :

'X'rom Wilbald's Ridge Edge once more to Edward's i\[ill.'

Third Charter
8.966, K.448 is a charter whereby

'princeps' Beorhtnoth five hides of
reputed date A.D. 956.

Eduy grants to the
at Taclmertun at ltre

King
land

Survey.
l. Aerest on, Halhforcl, (read tald, Ford, ?) :

'X'irst to the Ford of the Hollow (or Old Ford ?).'
2. Th' and,lang Wo Burnan:

'Then along the Twisting (Croohed) Bourne.'
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3. fh' on Eolt)anwelles Stream :
' Then to the Stream of the Yew (?) Spring.'

4. fh' u,p ongean stream on Sandforcl_:
'Then up against stream to Sand tr'ortl.'

5. Of etc. a be Genaere th' on tha Heafortl Stoccas :
'tr'rom Sand Ford always by the Boundary (Balk) to the

Stakes at the Ileadland of a Ploughland.'
$. Of etc. on' thotte Maer Stan :

' from the Stakes to the Boundary Stone.'

7. Of etc. a be Gemaere th,' on Landgaresr Bricge :
'Irrom the Stone always by the Boundary (Balk) to

Bridge.'
Fourth Charter.

8.967, K.442 is a char"ter whereby King Edwy grants to the
Abbey at Abingdon twenty hides at Tad'maerton, at the reputed
rlate A.D. 956.

Surveys.

There are three suryeys attached to the charter, copies of
the three suryeys of the three previous charters. Thus it
would be superfluous to print them.

The surveys of the first three charters are at' least copies of
surveys of the Saxon a,ge, erren if the extant copies of them do
not go back to that period.

T[e surveys of the last charter are difficult to date. They
&re, as has treen said, copies of the earlier surYeys, but certain
peculiar spellings in them, e.g. geflLaerrees for gemaeres, hitlyn
lor hidan. suggest that they were mad,e in post-Conquest times
by a scribe who was copying as cgnscientiously as he could
documents in a language he only half understood.

The first general question with regard to these charters is
that of theii reputed date. 'Ihe date of all four is given as
956. If this is to be accepted, then the king in one and the
same yea,r granted these lands to private individual,s, aud then,
after at most a few months, transferred them to the abbey at
Abingdon. It is certain that the lands came eventually into
the possession of that abbey.

T}e 20 hides grant of the fourth charter is obviously formed
by the sum of the hidage of the preceding grants,-I0 plus 5

1 This may be the bridge of landmark Il of the first chartor. But as
thero is not any porsonal namo Landgar knowu, and as there is no common
term with which il may be associated, it is impossible to emend what is almost
cortainly an error in the toxt.
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plus 5; and it follows from that that those three grants are of
three separate parcels of the land now within the parish of
Tadmarton.l llhat means that some of their bounds do not
coincide with the bounds of the modern narish. That thev
did survive in the form of the bounds of tiihings of the parisl
is probable ; but no extant document relating to those divis-
ions of the parish appears to survive.

1 The problem presonted by theso four grants at Tadmarton is puzzling.
In this year 956 King Edwy grants three soparate parcols of land at,

Tadmarton to threo individuals, and then, aecording to 8.967, K.442 i,n the
sarne year, grants theso three parcels en bloc to the abbey of Abingdon, Had
they been transforred to the abbey try tho previoue grantees then the process
followed would havo beon that found olsewhere in the charters rvhere, for some
reason which cannot bo positively explained, a gr&nt is mado to on individual
w'ho forthwith passes it on to some religious foundation. But hore the final
grant is mado by the king.

Tho grant, of 8.964 is made 'cum consensu rneor\Ln7 ea,pientium archon-
tumque,' which means presumably the witan. ln 8.965 there is no referonco
to anything which can be identilicd with the witan, trut the list of witnesses
to the document is identical with that of 8.964. In 8.966 there is also no
reference to consent of the witan, but the list of viitnesses is larger, and does
not correspond with the lists of 8.9$4 and 965. This implies tha,t the grants of
8.964 and 965 were mado at one and the same time, but that of 8.066 on a
difieront occasion.

In B. 967, the grant to Abingdon, thero is again no reforence to tho witan ;
but the extraordinary feature of it is that tho list of witnessee is the samo ag in
8.964 and 965, and the variety of expressions,'i,mpressi,,' conf,rrnatsi,,'elc.,
are idontical in t'he case of each witness.

The first question is syhother the reputed dates of those documentg are
trustworthy. Of 8.964, 965 and 966 it may be said that there ie reason to
suppose that the dates attachod to them are genuine.

Tho year 956 is remarkable for the number of grants mado in it. Birch
prints 1354 -copies of charters the dates of which are spread roughly spea,king
over about four centuries, Some of these are duplicatcs, and alarlo numbei
havo nothing to do with grants of land. Yet of this collection no less than
57 charters rocording gran.ts of lnnd belong to this one year. Of these 57, I I aro
grents to religious houses, 29 to thegns, and 17 to other private individuals,
soms oI rvhom may be thegns. The most noticeable foature of tho grants of
this year is tho number rnade to thegns. There is thereforo littlo reason to
suspect tho reputed dates of the charters B.96it, 965 and 966.

Tho statistics of tho grants recorded to thegns are interesting bocauee
aigrrificant of the circumsta,rrces of the times :

Dote. No. of grants.
Up to 867. 0
868-921 8
925-939 t4
940-949 48
950-955 l0

956 2S
957-959 22
960-969 30
970-076 6

Aftor 975 0
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Speaking generally 8.964 relates to a land unit of which
Tadmarton was the village centre, and 8.966 to one of which
the village centre was Lower Tadmarton. That means that
the former seems to have included the N. part of the parish,
and the latter the E. part. If so, then 8.965 must, refer to the
S. and SW. parbs of the modern parish.

When it comes to a question of determining the individual
landmarks of theso charters, certainty is only attainable in
the case of a few of them, probability in the case of a few more,
and, as far as the rest are concerned, possibility so remote that
it is not worth while printing such guesses as might be made
with regard to their identity.

The survey of B.964, being one of a grant of l0 hides, should
include something like hal{ the area of the parish which was, as
8.967 shows, 20 hides. But this estimate can only be approxi-
mate, because the acreage per hide in the upland area of the
SW. part of the parish would certainly be larger than in the
lowland of the N. part.

The first few landmarks are determinable with certainty.

Eootnote continued.
It may be said incidentolly that it may safely tre assumed that, even in

coses whero tho fact is not exprossly assertod or traceable, the landg which
aro tho subjects of those grants to thegns carne eventually into the possession
of religious-houses, for ifis only in th"e cartularies of th6se housesihat thoy
would have survived. It, is alsb the case that the extant recordg show that
many of the lands grantod to thegns had previously been granted to roligioue
housos.

- To return to 8.967, which profosses to record the grant of the tlrree parcele
of land at Tadmarton to Abingdon in tho same yearln which they ha-d been
granted to three individuals.

It is, to say the least of it, most unlikely that exactly the same witnesses
shorlld havo bdon present botir when tho eirlier grants "8.964 and 965 woro
made and also when this later grant, 8.967, was drawn up. Nor is it likely
that the earlier grants 8.964 aJld 965 wero made and oi the sam,e occaeion
annulled by the ire-gr.ant recorded in 8.967, aII the more so as 8.967 includes
tho land granted bt 8.966, to which documont the list of rvitnesses is not the
sa,mo as tho identical lists of 8.964, 965 and 967.
. It seoms fairly certain that 8.967 does not really date from tho year 956,
rn other words that that date is a forgery. It further seems that, as far ag
tho survoys and tho lists of witnessos-ar6 concorned 8.967 was copiod from
ts.96,t and 965, and to these wore added (a) the survey of 8.966, 16; a new
a,sergnmont of the lands to Abingdon. Though tho date may be a forgory
the fact that 'fadmarton was gianted to Ab'ingdon by sordoone, whethoi
King Eclwy or another, is prob"ably genuine. I"t, is als-o probable that the
rnonts of Abingdon tried to strengthen their title by antedating the gratrt,

-wtty, it is not possible to suggest.
It has already been pointed out that the survev of 8.967 doos contain

c€rt&in forms of #ords wliich can only have besn *i'itten by a copyist of a
dato much later than gE6,
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Landmark l, Coltpan (really Eowan), Wyllan Broc is, as
comparison with landmark 3 of 8.966 shows, the brook which
forms the W. part of the N. By. of the parish, and the starting
point of the survey is the I{W. angle of the parish By., about a
furlong S!V. of Lower Lea X'arm. (OMl). The Blaec Wyl, of.
2 is a spring which rises at that angle in the N. By. which is
about [m. ENE. of the same farm. The Heafod' Aecer of 3 was
on t'he N. By. at an angle in it, between the Black Spring and
the road running N. to Shutford. The Haesel Burh of 4 rvas
undoubtedly the camp (OMl) on the N. By. immediately E. of
the Shutforcl road. The v-ording of the suryey implies that
the By. passed through the camp, and that is what the modern
N. By. of Tadmarton does.

Haesel -F'ord survives in the name of Hazelford MiIl (0I\[6)
where the N. Bv. meets the large brook at the NE. corner of the
parish.

The position of the Eald, lord, is uncertain; but it was
probahlv at the X'ulling Mill (OM6) on tho stroam above-
hentioried, and about S"furlongi WNW. of Broughton Castle.
(oMl).

If, as seems to be the case, B.966 is a survey of the bounds of
a land unit of Lower Tad.marbon, then the present survey must
take a line between the villages of Tadmarton and Lower
Tadmarton. As is, and must always be, the case with an old
Bv. rururing along a line uot, marked by any modern By., the
determinatibn of individ.ual landmarks can be little more than
tentative. Landmark 12, the Ea,ld Dic, and 13, the bridge
called either Dices Bricg or Landgares Br'icg, occur in the survey
of 8.966, and are therefore on the common By. of the two
grants. As regards these the most probable conjecture is
[hat the Dic is now represented by the mill stream at Lower
Tadmarton, and that the Ry. met it just at the W. edge of
Lower Tadmarton, and then went up it to the bridge, which
must have been further W.

If this be so, then landmarks 7-11, the Straet (si,c),the Laeg
Aecer, and. the Hri,cgweg must have l een somewhere on a line
between the Fulling Mill (OM6) and the W. edge of Lower
Tadmarton. (9 and 11 merely show that, the By. is passing
along the balks of ploughlands.)

TIie ideutity of the Ridgeway is fairly cer"tain. It ran more
or less along ihe line of the farm road. which runs E. alon_g_the
comb of a rldge, leaving the Shutford road about {m. \W. o{
Lower Tadmarton. It-is also fairly certain that the ' Straet'
of the text is a copyist's error for ' Steort,' There is neither
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a,ny road nor possible line of road except the ridgeway in this
angle of the pa,rish whereas the land NE. of Lower Tadmarton
which lies between two streams is just what the Saxons called
a steort. Ihe Laeg Aecer was certainly a strip of ploughland ;

but its position is not, naturally, determinable.
14 takes the By. up stream, i.e. up Eowan Wylles Broc from

Lower Tad:narton. The Caersuyl,lan Broc of 15 would seem
to be the brook which enters Eowan Wyll,an Broc from the S.
about 3 firr. W. of Lower Tadmarton.

19, the Straet, is the next identifiable landmark. 'Ihis was
almost certainly the great Cotswold ridgeway. From Wiggin-
ton Heath (OMl) the modern line of the ridger,vay runs NNW. ;

but the old ridgeway would keep strictly to the watershed which
runs from Wigginton Heath N. along the W. By. of Tadmarton
parish for the best part of f,m. The By. of the survey must
have met it about tm. N. of the tumuli (OMl) which stancl
close to that W. By. about *m. N. of Wigginton Heath. (OMl).

It is noticeable that 16 does not tahe the By. along the
Caerswgllan Broc bnl from it to the X'oul Spring, or Stream.
That stream is possibly the northernmost of the streams which
form the headwaters of the brook, the one which comes down
the hollow |m. NE. of Ushercombe Barn. (OM6). Tlie
Sharp Ness of 17 would be the ridge end S. of this stream and B.
of the barn, and the Steort of 18 the lanrt S. of this betweon two
head streams of the Caerswyllan Broc.

Hunburge Leah of 20 was in the I{W. augle of the parish.
and evidently extended N. into East Shutford parish where
Upper and Lower Lea Farms (OMl) are n&mes reminiscent of
its existence.

The survey of 8.966.
That the Halhford of I is the Eald, Forcl of 6 of B.964 seems

almost certain. The Halh- is therefore a copyist's error. This
is indicated by its being on the Woh, Burna which the uext two
landmarks clearly show to have been the stream on which
Hazelford Mill (OM6) and the Fulling Mill (OM6) stand, and
oyer u/hich the Old Ford ran. At the Old Ford the By. of
8.964 turned S. from the present By. of the parish. 'Ihus
the Woh Burna of 2 is now Sor Brook (OMl), which forms the
NE. By. of the parish and runs along the S. edge of the grounds
of Broughton Castle. (OMl). The previous charter has
clearly shown that Aouan Wylles Broc of 3 is the large brooli
which runs through the villages of Tadmartoo and Lower
Tadmarton and finally forms part of the E. By. of the parish.

I
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It is this last section of it to which landmark 3 refers. Sandford
of 4 was of course on this brook, and was presumably where the
By. left it at a point about 5 fur. N. by E. of the house called
The Highlands. (OMl). Landmarks 5 and 6, the Headstocks
and the Boundary Stone, are not determinable. 'Ihe former
may have been at the SE. augle of the parish about fm. S. of
The Highlands (OMl), and the latter, which is also a landmark
of 8.966, must have been somewhere S. of Lower Tadmarton
village. It has already been suggested that the bridge of 7 was
on the brook to the W. of Lower Tadmarton.

It is noticeable that the survey is incomplete, i.e. is not
brought back to its starting point. This is doubtless due to
the extant copy of the charter having been one made at
Abingdon,whichmonasteryhad of course the survey of 8.964,
a, srrvey which defined the rest o{ the By. of 8.966. Similar
omissions under similar circumstances are found in the lVilt-
shire charters of Burbeck and Broad Chalke.

Survey of 8.965.
It has been already said that this grant was in the S. and SW.

parts of the parish. That seems a trustworthy conclusion.
But, though the first five landmarks may be approximately
determined, after that the survey, though it must presumably
follow largely the preseirt S. By. and the S. part of the W. By.
of the parish, is not traceable.

Tbe Ealcl, Dic of 2 is no doubt that of 8.964, i.e. the mill
stream W. of Lower Tadmar-bou. That being so, Edward's
Mill of I was probably up the stream \vhere Caerswyllan Broc
enters it a long **. W. of Lower Tadmarton. The Mq,.er Broc
of 3 would appear to be the brook which enters the Eowan
Wglles Broc from the S. at Lower Tadmarton village, and the
More Easterly Watercourse of 4 the small stream which enters
the Maer Broc from the E. about a furlong S. of the village.
Also the Maer Btan of 5 is no doubt that of 6 of 8.966, and, as
has been said, it seems to have stood somewhere S. of the
villago. It may have stood whero the S. By. of the parish
makes a doublo bend $m. SW. of The Highlands. (OMl).
Aftsr this the course of the By. becomes so highly conjoctural
that the only excuse for attempting to define it here is that
rvhat is said may help some future inquirer who may get into
his hands evidence not apparently attainable at the present
time to give an accurato definition of the bounds of the grant.

The Ileadland of 7 may have been at the moro northerly of
the bends in the By. referred to in relation to the last landmark,
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If the preceding identifications &re correct,, then the Broc of
8 can ouly be the stream which rises at a sprrng (OMG) markod
on the S. By. slightly E. of due S. of Lower Tadmarton. The
By. goes 

"1i 
thiJ stieam as defined in I ancl the Rushbect of

16 would be at the head of the stream. It is possible that there
is an enor in the orientation of 12; but, whether that bo ths
case or not, it is not possible to identifv the last six landmarks
of the survey.

WHITCHURCH.
Whitchurch is about 5{m. WNW. of Reading.

Charter.
K.1307 is a charter wheroby King Ethelred grants to Leofric

ten hidos ' in villa quae famose a ruricolis Hwitcgrce dicitur in
provincia Oxnafordnensi sita juxta ripam fluminis Tamesi's,'
at the reputed date A.D. 1012.

Survoy.
The survey presents such difficulties v'ith regard to the

determination of its landmarks that, wore not the locality of
the grant so clearly defined in the body of the charter, it might
be suspocted that it dealt with some other than the Oxfordshire
Whitchurch.

That it is at least founded on & survey of the Saxon age is
certain.
l. Primitus of Bl,ecces lorrJa on Temese :

'X'irst from Blecc's X'ord to (?) the Thamos.'
2. And,lang Gemaere on thaet Suthre Staeth :

'Along the Boundary (Balk ?) to tho More Southerly
Landing-Place.'
3. Of etc. and,lang Gernq,ere on Cea,cca Wylles (reacl Wcteles)
Heafd,e:

'From the Moro Southerly Landing-Place to the Heacl of the
Spring of the (Pitchers ?).'
4. Of etc. and,lang Gemaere on Beamster Mere :

'From the Head of the Reach of the (Pitchers ?) along the
Boundary (Balk ?)to (Troo ? ? ?) Pond.'
5. Of otc. and,lang Gemaere on Headd,an Stigele :

'From the (Tree ? ? ?) Pond to (Headda's ?) Stile.'
6. Of etc. and,lang Gemaere on Leofrune Gernctere :

'X'rom (Haedda's ?) Stile along the Boundarv (Balk ?) to
Leofrun's Boundary.'



74 SAXON OXFOR,DSEIRE

7. Of ehc. antllang Gemaere eft on Bleccan 0ord' :
The first peculiarity, and difficulty, presented by this survey

is the repetition of and,lang Gemnere in six out of its seven
landmarks. The analogy of numberless othor surveys lvould
mahe this imply that the boundary, other than the Thamos,
passed along a continuous series of balks of ploughlands.
There is no absolule reason why that should not havo been the
case ; but the thing is, to say the least of it, improbable.

Landmark I presents the next difficulty. On, on the
analogy of other surveys, should moan 'to.' If so, then the
Ii'ord was not on the Thames. But it is almost certain that
it was.

Tho next difficulty is with rogard to landmark 2. In I the
By. has reached the Thames. Yet in 2 it passes along a Balk
to a landing-place which cannot have been anywhore but on
that river. 'I'here is however the possibihty that the reference
may be to the By. running round a small detached part of the
parish S. of the Thames about 3$ fur. below Whitchurch Bridge ;
and in that case getn(tere is used in the sense of the genoral By.
of the grant.

It will bo seen that any elucidation of the landmarks of the
charter can be no more than tentative.

l. It is fairly certain that the survoy bogins at the SE. anglo
of the parish By., or near it. It probably begins at it, as there
is no stream on the parish By. other than the Thames over
which there could bo a for:d even in the wide Saxon use of that
term. It is thorefore to be suspected that I implies a ford on
tho Thames at the SE. corner of the parish, about 3 fur. ESE.
of Hardwick House. (OMl). It is to be suspected that a
scribo lras written on where he should have wr'itten and,lang.

2. If the and,lang Gemaere of this landmark is right, then it
would seem that it can only refer to the parish By. passing
round that detached piece ofthe parish S. ofthe river to whio[
reforence has boen already made ; and the 'More Southerlv
Landing-Place' should, if the surveyors had been as precis'e
as other Saxon survoyors, have been where the By. of this
detached piece comes back to the river just 3 fur. below
Whitchurch Bridge. But it may have boen where Whitchurch
Bridge now stands.

3. In the charter of Basildon (8.100 K.45) on the opposite
side of the Thames tho first landmark of its survey is C-aucam
Wael, 'Caecca's Pool,' which was a pool or Reach in the
Thames whore the E. By. of Basildon abuts on that rivor.
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It is highly probable that this Caecca is the Ceacca of the
Whitchurch survey.

a unique use of tho terrn as far as the Saxon charters are
concerned; and the local circumstances suggest that 'roach'
would be the right translation of it, nnd that it was applied to
eithor a peculiarly doep or peculiarly placid stretch of the
Tlrames extonfing from the E. By. of Basildon to the N. By.
of Whitchurch, i.e. for the best part, of a mile.

That the wael, of the Basildon charter is corroct may bo
assumed becauso thero is no spring or stream (wyl) at thub
part of its By. to which roferonces could be mado.

That the uyl, of. the Whitchurch charter is an error may be
assumed becauso there is no strearn or spring at the W. end
of the N. By. of Whitchurch to which it coulcl apply. It is
almost certain that it is a mistake for wael.

Thus the'head of Caecca's Wael'would be where the N. Bv.
of Whitchurch leaves the Thames at the S. end of Hartslodk
Wood. (OMO). Just above this point are certain eyots
which might be taken to form the head of this reach of the
rrver.

Landmarks 4 and 5 are indeterminable, unless the Pond of
4 is represented at the present day by Tinepit Pond near rvhere
the road from Cray's Pond (OMI) crosses the N. Bv.

LeoJrune Gemaere may be the Mapledurham By. There
weretwo abbesses of that n&me, one, as is supposed. in the tcnth
contury, who was an abbess of Reading, and another who was
living in 992 and was head of some Berkshire religious
foundation.

tr'ield Namos.
From the crossroads at Whitchurch Gate (OMl) :-Hitch, 2$

fur. 'W. by S.: The Gravels, 2 fur. SSW.: Great Hitch,
]f fur. S. by W. : Great Ground (V), 1+ fur. S. by E. :

Little Hitch, 2 fur. S. by E. : Picked (V) Ground, 2[ fur.
E. by N. : Long Ground, 3 fur. E. by N.

From Bozedown House (OMl) :-The Linches (V), 2f fur.
SW. : Great Binditch, 2{ fur. ENE. : Great Hammersley,
2 fur. E. by S.

From Path Hill (OMl):-Bozedean Field, 32r" fur. SW. :

Moorend (V), 6+ fur. SSW. : Beck Tithes, 4 fur. S. by W.1 :

Bock Tithes, l$ fur. SSW. : Blackmore Field, 2 fur. NW.
by W.: Well Ground, 3$ fur. NNW. : Whiteleaf, 3 fur.
N. by E. : Redleaf, 2$ fur. N.

r Poesibly a reforence to thc Abbey of Boc, which hold the tithos.



76 saxoN oxx'oBDsr{rBE.

tr'rom Hardwick House (OMl) :-Gathams, 2 fur. W. by N. :
Keeps Hill, 2 fur. NW. : Vetch Close, 3 fur. N. by E. :

Maypole Ground, 2 fur. NNE.: Warren Hill, immed.
ENE.: Culmoor X'ield, Ifi fur. E. by S. : Great Mead,
2 fur. SE. : Little Mead, 2$fw. SE. by E.

WITNEY.
Witney is on the Windrush in West Oxfordshire.

Charters.
8.1230, K.556 is a charter whereby King Edgar grants

thirty hides aef Wyttanni,ge (aet Wi,nnigae) to the thegn
Aelfhelm at the reputed date A.D. 969.

Survey.
'Ihe survey does not appear to be the original survey of the

grant because some of the mistakes in it would not be likely
to be made by a Saxon scribe ; but it is undoubtedly a copy
founded either directly or indirectly on a survoy of the Sax-on
age. It shorvs that the grant includes Curbridge, Crawley,
and Hailey as well as Witney.
l. Aerest of Hafoces Hlewe on Wenrisc on tha Wi,thig Rewe on
Hnut Clgf :

'First from Hawk's Low (tumulus) to the Windrush to tho
Row of Willowtrees to Nut (Tree) Clifi (steep slope).'

Hafoces Hlaew is a landmark of the other Witney chartor.
It is the tumulus (OMl) which stands close to the Windrush
at the northernmost point of Curbridge parish 3 fur. WNW.
of New Mill. (OMl). The field to the S. of it is called
Hawksley.

The survey passes NW. up the Crawley By. Thereforo
Hnut Cl,gf is the steep slope between the tumulus and the
Windrush.
2. Of etc. on Hann Leage :

'From the Clifi to High Lea.'
The namo of the Lea survives in the fiold name Henley Knap

Copse which is on the W. By. of Crawley just S. of where the
Akeman Street crosses that By.
3. Th' on Lungan @ead Longan) Leage Weg :

'Then to Long Lea Way.'
This was on the line of the road which forms part of the W.

By. of Crawley, for about t-. N. of the Roman ioad, and then
turns NW.
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4. Anil,lang Weges thonne on Swon Leage (read Spon Leage) :L

'Along the Wav then to Plank2 Lea.'
The name of the Lea survives in that of Spoonley Copse,

a wood which stood formerly on the By. a,bout {m. WNW. of
Chasewood Farm. (OMI).
5. Th,onne on Swon (read Spon) Weg :

'Then to Plank Way.'
This was the road which forms the N. part of tho W. By.

6. And,lang lVeges th' hit sticath on n'orthe weard,um Cynges
Ste,orte :

'Along the Way tiII it ascends north of the King's Tongue
of land.'

It is possible that this is the sharp pointed angle at the N.
end of the parish.
7. ?lrunnn on Su,ga (? Sucgan) Rod,e :

'Then to Hedgesparrows' Ride (through a wood).'
This is now represented by the line of road which forms the

whole of the N. By. of Crawley parish. It also forms the W.
part of the N. By. of Hailey. The modern road is quite
straight, but it follows no doubt, the general line of the old
track.
8. And,l,ang Rod,e on Hurttenw Weg :

'Along the 'Ride 'to Hurrters' Way.'
'I'he road from Delly end to Wilcote, rvhich forms part, of the

E. part of the N. By. of Wilcote is on the line of this old road.
The name of the road may be due to its having been in

lVychwood. X'orest.

9. And,l,ang Weges th' hi,t st'icath aet (on ?) lV'icham :
'Along the Way until it ascends at (to ?) the House of the

Dairy Farm.'
'I'he wording of the landmark implies that the Wic-harn

wa,s where the Hailey N. By. leaves the line of road tm. SW.
of Wilcote village.

'Ihe determination of the next few landmarhs is so conjectural
that not much reliance can be placed on it.
I0. Thanon a be Wyrtwalee on Of,ing Aecer :

'Then ahvays by the Hill-foot to the Strip of Ploughland of
the Ofling Family.'

1 Apart' from the eurvival of the nurnc in the form Spoonley, ,Stoon iras
no meaning whioh ean bo attaohed to o lea.

2 The plank may havo boon a plank bridgo ovor the small stream which
rune down tho By.
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. -pro3r the^previous landmarh the By. runs up the foot of a
,:jdc slope of a valley which may be ihe Wyrtioale menttonal.
'fhe Ae|cer would be at that anglc of the pdrish By. which is
about |-m. SE. of the village oif Rarnsden.
11. Thonon on lXalelan We4 :

'Then to the Old Track.'
This may be represented at the present dav b-y the footpath

u'hich runs down SSE. n, furlong E. of the ho.ise called-The
Hayes. (OMl).
12. Andlang Weges on Cycgan Btan:

'Along the Way to Cyoga's Stone.'

---'^I_41. 
m^ay_-h-ave been at the angle in the parish By. a iong [m.WSW. of Wilcote village.

13. Of etc. on thnne Grenan Weg :
'X'rom the Stone to the Green Way.'
'I'his seems to be represented by the track which at the

present day runs down the N. part of the E. By. of Hailev
along the W. edge of Holly Grove (0116) past Shalien.oak Farfi
(OMl) to an angle in the parish By. about I fur. SSE. of the
farm.
14. And,l,ang Weges thonne on Yccenu Xel.d, :

'Along the Way then to (Yccen's ?) Open Land.'l
_ This E"!4 _ry"V have been the land lying SW. of Shakenoak
-Earm. (OMl).
15. Of etc. on tha Hege Rewe :
_'_X'r.om (Yccen's ?) Open Land to the Row of Trees (Shelter
Belt).'
16. Anrll,ang ebc. on Met B,inc :

'Along the Row of Trees to . . . . '
15 is indeterminable ; and 16 both indeterminable and

untranslateable.
17. Andl,ang Met Sinces on Ecgerdes Hel, ufewearclne:

'Along . . . . to Ecgerd's Holiow on its upper side.,
The Hollow may be that a shor"t {m. !V. of the westernmost

angle.of Cogges._Wood. (OM6). fhe Hailey By. does pass
it on its upper side.

1 Feltl in the charters and -field in modern place names are gorrrewhot
teichnical torme meaning opoo spaces cn the frinle of forost land whoro tho
tirnher is -beginning lo thin orr1. Tlris u.ns Jriesrrmnbly on the fringo of
Wychrvood lforest.
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18. Aefter Wyrtwal,un on, lVenric :
The Wyrtwala may be the foot of thc slope aloug which thc

Witney By. runs just NW. of Newland. (0lll ). The reference
to the Windrush is to that point on the river where the W. By.
of Witney meets it.
19. And,l,ang Wenricces on Tulan Yge eusteweartLne :

'Along the Windrush to Miry Island on its east side.'
This takes the survey down the Windrush for about a fullong

to an eyot now called Langel Common (OM6) about l-| fur.
due. E. of the N. end of the market place. As described in the
survey the By. pa,sses E. of the eyot.

20. Thanon aefter Gemaere on Tid,rulilng X'ortl, :
'Then, after passing along a BaIh to Tidreding }'ord.'

21. Thanon on Occan Slclew :
'Then to Occa's

22. Thanon on Wittan Mor sutheweo,rthne :
''l'hen to the south side of Witta's Swampy Ground.'
(Wi,tta is evidently identical with the Witta of Wi,ttanig,

Witney.)
23. Thonoru on Col,wul,lan Broc :

'Then to the Brook of the Spring (at the place) where
Charcoal is made.'

This brings the survey to a landmark of the Duckiington
charter, the brook, still called Colwell Brook (OM6). which
runs SE. about t-. E. of Curbridge village, and, when it
abuts on the Ducklington By., turns ENE. and forms part
of the N. By. of that parish for nearly $m.

The landmarks 20-22 must therefore be on the By. of that
projecting part of Curbridge parish which runs down SE.
between the two channels of the Windrush as far as Ducklington
village.

The Gemaere of 2O is not identifiable. The l'ord of the same
landmark must have been on the Windrush not far below lzl
19, though its actual site is not now identifiable.

1 ,Sl,aetl means ' slow,' ' sluggish,' and rnay of course bo applied to a stream.
It is also the origin of a river name in Ha,nts, not mentioned in Ekwall's
Ri,oer Namas oJ England.. It m,ay be the namo of one of the backwaters of
t'he Windrush ; trut perhaps it is more probable that some rnodern copyist has
road a Saxon 'w ' for a Saxon 'p,' thc letters having boen much alike, and
thus the word ought to bo Slaep,lvhich is tho seconcl elernont' in tho .l'lace-narno
Islipiu Oxon,a,nd moans a slippery place on a road just as it desceuds to :r rivor.
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It may be strongly suspected. that the Occa'n Slaep (sic) was
on that E. branch of the Windrush which forms the E. By. of
the projecting part of C\rrbridge. Wittan Moor is almost,
cerbainly the wet land between the two branches of the Wind-
rush, which lies, generally speaking, N. of Ducklington village.
The By. pa,sses S. of it, as described in landmark 22.

24. Of etc. on tha ilal,claru Dic :
'From the Brook to the Old Dyke.'
The Dyke must have run along the SE. By. of Curbridge 1,o

the N. of Coursehill X'arm. (OMt).

25. Of etc. on Xugel Sleil, :
'From the Dyke to Bird Slade.'
This is a landmark of the Ducklington charter. It was

probably the hollow about I fur. N. of the SE. angle of Curbridge
parish through vrhich the stream which comes down from
Curbridge village runs.

26. Of etc. oru tha Stan Bri,cge :
'From the Slade to the Stone Bridge.'
This was probably on the site of the Stanford,a of the Duckling-

ton charter, i.e. at the SE. angle of the Curbridge By. where it
leaves the By. of Ducklington $m. WSW. of Coursehill Farm.
(OMt). It must be supposed that the bridge had been built
in the eleven years which intervened between the reputed datos
of the two charters.

27. Aefter Broce on thane Eald,an Weg :
'After the Brook to the Old Way.'

28. Ol etc. on Horn'inga, Maere:
'X'rom the Way to the Boundary (tsalk ?) of the Hornings.'

29. Thnnon on Waered,an Hllinc sutheweard,ne :
'Then to the ' Weired' Lynch on its south side.'
(Probably a lynch the lower side of which was supported by

stakes to keep the soil in position.)

30. Tharmn a,nd,lnng Slaed,es oru Tycan Pyt :
'Then along the Slade to 'Iyca's Pit.'
Called Hlaewan Slad, in the other Witnev charter, a name

almost certainly connected with that of the parish of Lew
(Hlaew). May have been tho stream valley of Norton Ditch,
as in the other charter it is implied that the By. ran some
distanoe along it.
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3t. And,lang Broces on tha MEh,y :
'Along the Brook to the Crossroads.'
The Broc is almost certainlv the stroam which flows through

the moat at Lower CasweII X'arm. (OMl).
52. Of thas Gemython on Ceah,hnn trIere :

'X'rom the Crossroads to Coahha's Pond.'
The Ctossroads were at one of the angles of the By. in the

S.W. corner of the parish. The Pond may be represented now
by Coneygar Pond (OM6) near the S. end of the W. By. of
Curbridge.
33. Thanon on Lythl,an (sic) Eortk Beorg :

'Then to the Little Earthen Barrow (?).'
This has vanished, but it was on the S. part of the W. By.

of Curbridge.
3+. Of thae,re Byri,gL on tha Onheafd,a :

' From the Camp (?)to the Corner Headland of a Ploughland.'
35. Ol atc. an Cytel Wyl,l,e :

'X'rom the Corner Hoadland to Kettlez Spring.'
This was almost certainly a spring at the head of a small

stream which runs SE. from a point on the W. By. of Curbridgo
down to that village. The spring is 6 fur. SW. of Curbridge
Down Farm.
36. Ol etc. on thn Stret :

'X'rom the Spring to the Street (Made Road).'
37. And,lanq Strete on Hafoces Hleu :

'Along the Street to Hawk's Low (Tumulus).'
38. Of etc. eft on Hnut Cli,f ther hi,t aer h,tt aer aras :

'X'rom the Low once more to Nuttree Slope where it first
began.'

This is the socond series of landmarks in this charter which
presents the greatest difficulty in respect to their identification.

Of 37 and 38 the sites are certain. See landmark l.
Nor can there be much doubt that lhe Straet of 36 and 37 is

the Witney-Bur{ord road, one of the great ridgeways of the
county. It is also fairly certain that the copyist of the survey
has in 37 written anil,lang where he ought to have written o/,
'from.'

1 'Ihis rvould imply that the Eortkbeorh, of tho previous landrnark ouglrt
to irave been Eorthburk, i.o. that tho landmark was a camp, not a barrow.

2 Cgtel is in the chart'ers not en uncommon attribute of a spring. lt
implied evidently a spring where tho *'ater bubbled up like boiling watel in a
kettle.
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A Seeond Charter.
K375 is a charter whereby King Edward grants to Bishop

Aelfwine thirty hides at Wi,ttani,ge at the reputed date 1044.

Survey.
The extant survey rests on a Saxon original ; but the copyist

has made a considerable number of errors, possibly due to
ignorance, possibly due to the blurred condition of the document
he was copying.

l. Aerest and,lang thaes streames on thnne Maeilham the hyrnth
(read.lr,grath) irfi,o Scyfftune :

' First along the stream to the Mead Enclosure which belongs
to Shilton.'

Curiously enough lhis Maed'ltazrz survives, a detached part
of the parish of Shilton between the two branches of the
Windrush 2| fur. ENE. of Ducklington Mill. (OMI). The
survey s€ems to begin on the Windrush immed. E. of Witney,
and comes down the Witney By. along that E. branch of the
river to the Shilton mead.l

2. And, fram Scyl,Jtmte and,lnng stre,anles thaet it cgmth, to tham
JVlyl,ewere the hyrnth (read hyrath) i,nto Du,cel,'ingd,une :

'And. foom Shilton (sdc) along stream till it comes to the
Mill Dam which belongs to Ducklington.'

This takes the By. a short distance up the W. branch of the
Windrush to a point opposite the mill (OMl) at Ducklington.

3. Of etc. ofaer thone Wegean Mor into Hocslew :
' X'rom the Dam over the . . Wet Ground to
Hocslew is the Occa,n Blaew of 21 of the previous charter.

(Q.v.)

4. Thanon on thn Niwan Dic :
'Then to the New Dyke.'
The New Dyke takes the place of. Colwyltan Broc and the

Eald, Dic of 23 and 24 of. bhe previous charter. Evidently the
channel of the brook had been arbilicially straightened in the
form in which it is at the present day. So the New Dyke must
have formed nearly the whole of the SE. By. of Curbridge.

l This is a striking example of a land unit having been allotte<l a mead
6rn. away from its main lands. Shilton is about 5ftm. W. of Witney. Larrd
gnits wlich had either uo, or insufticient, mead (haylancl, alwa'ys water
meadows), of their own werc allottocl mead usually a,t, Lho nearest pl6ce avail-
able. Moad was absolutely essonl,ial to che oconomy of the village community
bocouso it was tho only sourco of liay wheroon to feod cattlc in tho *'inter.
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5. Of etc. on Horn'inga Muere:
' From the Dyke to the Boundary (or Balk) of the Hornings''
This is 28 of the other charter. ft was otr the S. By. of

Curbridge.
6. Of etc. ancllang thaes Gemaeres to Hl,aewan r9laecle :

Xlom the Horning Balk along the Balk to the Slade of the
Low (Tumulus).

This looks as if it might be connected with the name of tho
parish Lew, which is derived from Hlaew. It is the Slade of
3O of the other charter. (See notes on 30 of that charter.)
7. O.f ehc. i,nto Dufan Dopgte :

' X'rom the Slade to
8. And, swa and,lang Gemaues i,nto Leofstanes Bri,cge:

'And so along the Balk to Leofstan's Bridge.'
This brid.ge can only have been on the brook called Norton

Ditch (OMt) which forms the S. part of the W. By. of the
parish.
9. Of etc. into Kytel Aeceras :

'I-rom Leofstan's Bridge to Kettle Acres (Strips of Plough-
land).'

No doubt t}rrese Ae,ceras lvere at the Cytel Wyl of 35 of the
other charter.
lO. Of elc.'i,nrnn tlru Wudestret :

' From Kettle Acres to the Street (made Road) of tho Wood.'
This is certainly the rltraet of 36 of the other charter, the

ridgeway which was on the line of the Witney-Burford road.
ll. And,lang thaere Btrete'into Hafoces Hluewe:

'Along the Street to Hawk's Low (tumulus).'
See l. of the other charter.

12. OJ etc. innon Waenric :
'From Hawk's Low to the Windrush.'
See I of the other charter.

13. Of etc. to Swond,aene (read Spond,aene) :
' }'rom the Windrush to Plank Dean.'
See note on 4 of the other charter. The Dean was the

valley which runs N. from the river, and is traversed by the W.
By. of Crawley.
14. Affier etc. to thaere Harun Apeld,ran :

' AJter (X'ollowing ?) Plank Dean to the Hoar Appletree.'
I Tho two words omitted aro quite untronslateable in any topographical

aense. Curiously enough both of them contain roots with tho meaaing
' dive ' or 'dip.'

a
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15. Of etc. and,lang Gemaeres innan, Swvnlege (read, Bponlage) :
'Xlom the Appletree along the Balk toPlank Tia.'
See notes on 4 of previous charter.

16, 9l etc. ugryt to tham Heafda,m (read HeaJd,un) :
'From Plank Lea up to the Headland (of a ploughland).'

^ This was probably at the extreme NW. angle of the By. of
Crawley.

!7. Of etc. andl,ang Surod,e (read Su,cgan Rode ?) i,nnan Huntena
weg:

'X'rom the Headland along Hedgesparrow (?) Ride to
Hunters'Way.'

See 7 and 8 of the other charter.
18. And,l,clng elc.,into Wicham :

'Along Hunters' Way to the House of the Dairy Farm.'
See 9 of the previous charter.

19. Of etc- a bi thare lV yrtrumun thrte h,it cgmth on Sreaprt lVeg :
'X'rom the House of the Dairy Farm always by the Foot of

the Slope till it comes to Sheep Way.'
The TYyrtruma is the Wyrtwala of l0 of the other charter.
'Ihe Sceap Weg may be the Eu,kl Weq of I I of the other

charber.
20. Of etc. anrl,lang Rihtes Gemaeres innan Aecenes lelcl :

T1, is unnecessary to deal with this landmark, for comparison
with the other charter shows that this Iekl should corde after
the Stone of the next landmark ; and it is furbher obvious that
the copyist has muddled up the items of the two next landmarks
and so produced this false entry.
21. (Restored text) : Of Sceapa Wege antl,lang Ri,hte.s Gemaeres
on K'icgestan :

- 'X'rgm Sheep lVay along the Straight Balk to Cycga's (?)
Stone.'

See 12 of previous char"ter.
22. Of etc- ,into Aeceres Teld,a :

'X'rom Cycha's (?) Stone to Open Cotrntry.'
See 14 of the other charter.

23. Ol etc. thaer tha Cnihtas li,cgath :
Obviously a word, perhaps innan, is omitted before thaer.
'tr'rom Open Country to the place where the

Servants (Youths ?) lie.'
Somewhere on the E. By. of Hailey. llhe reference may be

to a place of burial.
l This is tho Yccenes Feld of lrt of the other chartor. Obviouslv one of

tho two forms is a textual error. I am inclinecl to think that the er"ror is in
thie charter.
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24. Ancl fram ham the tha Cni,htns l,icgath on Maetseg :
The words ham the must be corrupt. For them readthaer
'And from where the Servants lie 1,o Maetseg.'
Maetseg is the Met Sina of 16 of the other charter.

25. Ancllang Metseg into Wenric :
'Along Metseg to the Windmsh.'

85

WOOD EATOIT.

Wood Eaton is about 3m. NNE. of Oxford.

Charter.
8.607, K.340 is a record by King Edward of a grant by

Hungith to Wigfrith of five hides of land at Eatun. The
reputed date is A.D. 904.

The charter records a series of holders of the land. Two
bishops of Worcester, Alchun and Waerfrith, hold it successively,
which means that at that time it was held by the monastery
at Worcester. Waerfrith seems to haye sold it to the king,l
who gave it to a certain Hungith, who sold it to Wigfrith. The
original charter having been lost Wigfrith got King Edward,
Ethelred 'dux' of Mercia, and Ethelflaed 'cum testimonia
episcoporum et principum aliquorumque senatorum sibi
subjectorum '2 to allow a new charter to be drawn up.

There can be no question that this charter, if not an original,
is a copy of an original document of the Saxon age. The
occurrence of the forms will and welle strggests that it is a copy.

r The text runs 'regi pro reota retri,bulione tradebat.'
2 The persons last mentionod represent probably the witangemot of

Ilercia. The consent of tho witangomot to a grant of land is froquently but
not always rnentionod. Hero the consent is to the making of a new charter.
But that merely implics a repetition of the grant. It seoms possible, though
not certa,in, that the Saxon kings made grants in two capacitios : (I) personal,
of land which had come into their own private holding : (2) official, of land
which had come into possession of the crown. It is probable, too, that it
rvas for grants from the latter source that tho consent of tho witangemot was
necessary.

I use the term holding with rogard to tho tenure of land in Saxon times
because any other term might ferhaps be taken to imply a freehold of tho
rnodern type, a form of possession which was cortainly not enjoyed by the or-
dinary holders in a village commrurity, nor by the grantees of bocland,,-i.e.land,
granted them, like the land in question in this charter, by chartor. It is
prolable, too, that in the early centuries of the Saxon period even the king
and crown had not full freehold rights to land, though tlio gradual increaso in
the powers of the crown may have led in later times to t[o king and crown
acquiring a tenure very closely rosembling tho modern freehold. On thig
Ia_st-point there can, howover, bo no cortainty until more is known of the origin
of domain land. The views put forward hitherto on that question are most
unconvincing; but tho truth has yot to bo discovered,
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Birch identifies the grant with Eydon in Northamptonshire
which is indeed on the-Cherwell ; but the modern form of the
name of that place forbids the assumption_that it can be derived
from an original Eatun. Furthermore the mention of a fqga
fl,ora,'tessell-ated pavement,'in the survey points to the remains
"of u ho*un villa such as has been shown by excavation to have
existed at Wood Eaton.

The nature of some of the landmarks in the survey forbids the
probability of their being exactlyidentifiable at the present day.

Survey.
t. Th' is thonne aerest from Wifeles La,ce :

' Then first from Beetle's Backwat'er.'
This is that backwater of the Cherwell which forms the N.

part of the W. By. of the parish- At-the pr.ele1t day it does
irot extend quite io the N!V. angle of the parish By. ; -but it is
probable th;t it did so formerly. Surveys usually begin at
cardinal angles in a By.
2. fh' swa uf) anillnng Ri'thi,ges th' lbit cymth,r to ng,g! nloran:

' Then so u-p along the Streamlet till it comes to the Tessellated
Pavement.'2

This is plainly a reference to the p-avelnont of a Roman villa.
For manf yeais past, and especially T recent excavations,
Roman r6nnains hi,ve been found in and near the NE' corner
of the parish. No doubt this landmark indicated the NE.
angle of the parish By. about $m. NNW. -of the village' - The
A'i,Tn;g was a Jtreamled, possiblya, very small one, on the N. By.
betw6en that NE. angle and the Cherwell.

3. & tlnnne swa and,lanq Sl,aed'es be tham Twam, Lytlan' Beorgan
t.h.c. to Wulfwnes Treow Steal,l' Wi,l,l, :

'And theh so alons the Slade bv the Two Litt1e Barrows till
it comes to the Spriig at the Caitleshed by Wulfune's Tree.'3

1 lloreafter in this copy of the survey the words th' h'it cyrnth' will be
abbreviated to t.k.c.

2 What is undoubtedlv t,he samo Saxon term occurs in t}re |otm f,aga
head. faoa\ fl,ora, in tho Abinsdon cartularv (II, p. 125) whoro occur tho words :
I A"pir*nbfu qune et alio niminc oocatur- Flagd. l'lora.' The roference is to
Spai'sholt, Be-rks; and llrc Flaga (sic) Il'ora is !-awler in tho noighbouring
oarish of KinEston Lisle.' 3 Tho *oid t "o*' 

troo,' is froquont in the charters, and almost invariabfY
has associated with it u, persorrof ,lame in the possessive case, presumably
tho namo of the owner. 'This might suggost that treou is used with some
special meaning. It has been sugg"estedi[at it moans a cross-set up by !]o
o'wner of tho lalnd. But the Saxdi farmor does not appear to have been tho
sort of oerson to set up such emblems of pietv on his land. It is more probable
it at it ^,ous a treo whiih formecl a landmirk 

-on 
the boundary of the land of the

person whose namo is associated with it,
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4. An suna th' swa thuryres ofer th' lurlang :
'And after that so obliquely over the X'tulong (group of

strips of ploughland).'
5. Th' on tha Thyrnan westeward,e thaer se Mg4cla Thorn stod, :

'Then to the west side of (?) of the Thorn Thicket where the
Great Thorntree stood.'
6. flb' swa on Eugelmere :

'Then so to the Bird Pond.'
7. Th' thnnne a ond,lnng Dices oth t.h.c. to Harwyllan :

'Then always along the Dyke till it comes to Mud Spring.'
8. Th' swa ond,lang Rithies t.h,.c. to Cearwyllan :

'Then so along the Streamlet till it comes to the Cherwell.'
9. Thunne maereth hi,t Cerwelle seoththan :

' Then after that the Cherwell forms the boundary.'
After landmark 3 this landmark is the first definitely

determinable point. The streamlet is the stream which forms
the S. By. between the Oxford road and the Cherwell.

The question is whether the suryey includes the SE. part
of the parish. That was originally part of a forest, as tho
surviving names Great Forest Lands (OM6), Little Forest
Lands (OM6) and Forest X'arm (OMl) show. That this formed
Woodoaton's share of a forest area is also no doubt the case.
In the other survey of the land unit (see later) it is certainly
included ; but it is quite common for surveys to exclude timber
land belonging to the unit, or to give a separate survey of its
bounds. It may be the case that, when the present survey
was made, the whole area of this forest region was regarded as
common to the land units in its neighbourhood and that their
rights in it consisted in being allowed to cart so many loads
of faggots and timber annually, rights which are frequently
recorded, especially in the Kent charters, charters of a region
where forest abounded and was easily accessible to a large
number of land units in the county.

There is a marked and growing tendency in the later Saxon
period towards private as distinct from common right. fn the
case of arablo land the rQhts were from the beginning private,
those of the family which worked it. In the case of the hay
land (mead) that was originally not the case, but the total
annual crop from the whole mead was divided up among the
{amilies holding land in the community. But long before the
Saxon period came to an end the mead had been divided in
many communities into separate lots, each of which was held

(1
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by a family in the community, and from that lot it took all
the hay. These lots are refemed to in the charters as maeil
aeceras, 'strips of mead..' So far had this change gone that
long before the Conquest a 'common' mead was exceptional,
as is shown by the fact that, when a mead is common, the fact
is expressly stated in the charter. It was the same with large
areas of woodland and with the smaller forest a,reas. A com-
munity instead of having common rrghts over the whole area
had allotted to it a certain area of woodland within fixed bounds.

Thus it is possible that the two surveys of the lands of
Woodeaton may represent the two stages of rights in woodland,
i.e. when the earlier survey was made Wood Eaton had rights
iu this forest in common with other communities in its neigh-
bourhood, i.e. it had no definite region allotted to it, and there-
fore there were no bounds of its woodland to record.. But,
lvhen the second survey was made, it had already been allotted
a special section of the forest land. having certain bounds
which required record.

The forest in the present case is probably represented. at the
present d*y by Stow Wood near Beckley and the large wood-
lauds on the low ground" N. of Stanton St. John.

The language of landmarks 7 and 8 supports what has been
said above. The By. passes from the Muddy Spring along the
Streamlet, which suggests that the spring was at the source
of the rithi,g, that is to say about 400 yds. SE. of Wood Eaton
church. (OMl).

The By. between that spring and landmark 2 is very irregular.
The Barrows of 3 were probably where the NE. By. is passing
over high ground within the 300 ft. contour. The Pond and
the Thorntrees were possibly at two angles in the By., one a
furlong due N. and the other a furlong due E. of the N. end
of . the village. The Furlang of. 4 may have been on the By.
just W. of where the modern road running NE. from the village
crosses it.1 The field names of Wood Eaton show that the
original arable land of the parish lay NW. of the village. The
fact that the By. is described as going thuryres, 'obliquely,'
across the furlong is a real difficulty for the reason that that
implies that parb of the furlong was outside the By., i.e. in
the lands of Islip. Surveyors display at times lapses in
respect to precision. Even if there were, as there evidently

1 ?urlang implies ploughed land and is hero used of & group of strips
(aeceroal of plough, just as in field names of later times 'furlong' is usod in
that sense. Brttturl,ang is rarely used in this sense in the chartors,
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point, the
be divided

was ploughland on both sides of the By. at this
ploughland of Wood Eaton would almost certainly
from that of Islip by a balk.

The Second Survey.
8.1223 is a survey which Birch took probably from tho

Chroni,cles of Abingdon (ed. Stevenson, vol. I, p. 2?0). The
grant to which it was attached seems to have been lost. Birch
makes the curious mistake of quoting a, passa,ge refening {,o
Eaton in Cumnor, Berks, as having reference to Wood Eatbn.

That the survey is of genuine Saxon origin is certain.
Whether it is the original copy of the survey is another question.
'Jlhe fact that the landmarks chosen by the surveyors di{1er,
with the exceptiou of the Cherwell, wholly from those of the
previous survey makes it almost certain that they had not a
copy of that survey before them. Probably that survey was
at Worcester, whereas the present one w&s made by Abingdon
officials.

As specimens of the work of Saxon surveyors both surveys
are of inferior quality. But the defect may be due to careless
copying, for in the case of both of them it may be suspected
that landmarks have been omitted.

Survey.
I. Aerest of Cearwyllan on thaes Cl,ifes End.e :

' I'irst from the Cherwell to the End of the (Steep) Slope.'
As in the case of the previous survey the surveyors star0 at

the NW. angle of the grant, where the I{. By. of the parish
leaves the Cherwell a long $m. NlV. of Home Farm. (OMl).
lhe Clifes End,e would be the W. slope of the hill which rises
on and outside the NE. By. of the parish.
2. Of etc. on Bmal,an Aeceras :

' I-rom the End of the Slope to the Narrow Strips of Plough-
land.'
3. Of etc. to Eatune:

This last landmark would be on that part of the By. which
iies immediately E. of the village and close to it. ft is most
unusual for a tun to play any part in a survey, for the term
was applied to the village centre of the community. which was
very rarely on the bounds of the community's lands.

The Narrow Acres must have been on the By. N. of the
village.
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4. O.f etc. andlang Ducle Weges on La,ngan lllores End,e :
'X'rom Eaton along Duda's Way to the End of the Long

Swamp.'
It is probable that a landmark has been omitted from the

extant cbpy of the survey, one which would have carried it from
the village of Eaton to what is now the London-Worcester
road. Tha Dud,e Weg is almost certainly that par-b of that
road which the E. By. follows for nearly 3 fur. along the edge
of Otmoor at the E, foot of Druns Hill. (OMl). The Lang
Mor is Otmoor.

5. Of elc. on Grenan Beorh :
'from the End of Long Moor to Green Barrow.'
The Barrow must have been on Lyme Hill (OM6) close to

the site of Iforest X'arm. (OMl).

6. ?h' on Eall (read Eald,) Thorn :
'Then to the Old Thorntree.'
This was possibly on the S. By. due S. of the village.

7. Th' eft on Cearewyl,le fornon Cyrices Hleawe :
'Then again to the Cherwell over against C\nic's (really

Barrow) Low.'1

rThis CEric or Ctric, sometimes writton Crut, }::as nothing to do with
ciric, a, 'chulrch,' which is fominine, whereas thie ci,ri.c is maeculine. The
masculine term is not cited in the lexicons; but of its existence and moaning
there can be no doubt. It is derived from the Cellic cruc,' barrow,' or rather
it is the form which tho Saxons gavo to that term, for it is clear that in some
districts its meaning wes not known to tho Saxon inhabitants. Here, for
instanco, it is combiired with hlaeto, evidently because the Saxons of Wood
Eaton did not know its meaning, and regardod it, as a propor term, probably
as a personal name. Liko other terms and names which the Saxons borrowed
from^ the Celtic without understanding their meaning, it tends to tako tho
most varied forms in tho placo names of the present day. That thero was a
tcndencv to confuss it with the nativo Saxon Lerrn ciric,'church,' is shown by
the facf that somo of the Churchills of the modern mep a,re derived from it,
and that thoir real meaning is sometirnes Barrow HiIl' But, as has bocn
alreadv said. it takes various-other forms in modern nomonclature.

fti a charter of West Monkton, Somerset, (8.62) oeeur the words: 'and
3 hidos on the south sido of the Tono (river) at tho island noar the hill ealled
in the British (Celtic) holl,gloo Cructctn, but with ts Crgcbeork.' The latt_er
survivos at the present day in the form Creechbarrow, which shows that tho
word crgc was not understood in that region.

Toiho same torm the neighbouring parish of Creech St. Michael owes its
namo.

In 8.112, K.49, a charter of Doulting, Somerset, is a Cri,ckhul,l'e, 'Barrow
Hill,' which is Church l{ill in the modern map.

In K.1309, a charter of Corscombo, Doiset, is referenco to a' M'i'cel, Cruc,
'Groat Barrow,' which shows that the local inhabitants know tho moauing of
the 0erm. Tho namo survives in that of Crook HilI.

fn another Corscombe charter, K.1322, tho barrow is simply callod Cruc.
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The reference is to the point where the S. By. meets the
Cherwell about l-| fur. due N. of Southfield X'arm (OMI) in
Water Eaton parish. The language of the survey implies that
the low or tumulus was W. of the Cherwell, on the detached
hill in Water Eaton which rises immediately opposite to the
point where the S. By. meets the river.

Field Names.
Measured from Home }'arm (OMl) :-Lower X'urlongs (V),

l21fur. NW. : Dunstead (V), 3 fur. W. by N. : Sparzie or
Sparsey X'd., 2 fur. W. by S. (The name is derived from
the large eyot which lies W. of the Cherwell and E. of
Water Eaton.)

From the church at Woodeaton (OMl) :-Picked (V) Piece,
2 fur. NNW.: Catsbrain (V), l-l- fur. N. by W. : Upper
Breach (V), 2 fur. WSW. : Lower Breach (V), 3i fur. SSW. :
Stoakes, 2$ fur. S. by W.

From Southfie1d X'arm in Water Eaton (OMl) :-Upper, Middle,
and Lower Ruworth (V), three fields, 3! fur. NNE.:
Almsmoor Meadow, 3 fur. N. by W.

wooIfoN.
Wootton is about 2m. N. by W.of Woodstock.

Charter.
B.1042,K.l2l9isa charter whereby King Edgar gives twenty

hides at Wud,utune to the thegn Ethelric at the reputed date
A.D.958.

Birch ascribes this charter wrongly to Wootton, Hants.

Survey.
The survey is an original, or the copy of an original, of the

Saxon age.
ft only includes that part of the parish which lies between

the rivers Glym and Dorn ; but the rest of the parish may be
the area of woodland referred to in the note at the end of the
survey.
l. Aerwt aet Meolforda (read Meolctord,cr,) upp andlang streames
oth Bamma ?ord,:

'X'i$t at Milk Ford up along stream as far as liams' Ford.'
The name of. Meol,cford,a survives in that of MilJord Bridge

(OMl) where a road crosses the Dorn river a short -[m. due E.
of the village.
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2. Of etc. anrl,l,ang Ramma Daene to Eqd,weard,es Gemaere:
'l'rom the Ford along Rams' Dean to Edward's Bounda,ry.'
'Ilre stream is the Dorn. Rammaford,o w&s probably where

Tittenford Bridge (OMl) now stands.
The survey is taken against the clock, a practice rare with

Saxon surYeyors.
Ro,mmail,ene is the valley up which the N. By. passes.

Eadwandes Gemaere was the N. part of the W. By. Eadweard
was probably a holder in the neighbouring land-unit of
Glympton.

3. Of etc. to Glim :
'From Edw'ard's Boundary to the Glyrn.'
This carries the survey down the W. By. to the river Glym

rvhich it meets about *-. S. of Gl5rmpton village.

4. And,lang Glim ad,une on tkone stru,m otlt hit cyntth to th,q,ru
stream thae scyt fram Meolcford,a :

'Along the Glym down stream till it comes to the stream
which runs from Milk X'ord.'

'Ihis carries the survey down the S. part of the W. By., and
follows the Glym to its junction with the Dorn.

5. Up ani,lang-thaes streames thaet hit cym,th aeft to llleol,cford,u :

'Up along the stream till it comes again to Milk X'ord.'
(Note added): und, ymb tlwne wudu swa Aelfstge and, Aetltel,-

ricg wurth :
It is not clear what this note me&ns, though it is quite cerbain

that it refers to lyoodland belonging to the community of
Wootton. woodland rvhich, as has already been said, lay
probably on that part of the parish not included in the survey.

n'ield Names.
Measured from Milford Bridge (OMl) :-Great Ashtree Ground,

4.[ fur. NE. by E. : Hansells Piece, 2]- fur. NE.: Long
Ground, 3f fur. E. by N. : Slough Lane Ground, 3| fur. E.

tr'rom Sturdy's Castle Inn (OMl) :--The Pix, 2 fur. W. : 'I'he
Langet (V), 5 fur. NNW.

l-rom Upper Dornford Iiarm (ONII) :-Sideland (V), immed. N.
Il,owsome Ground, z$fw. E. by N.
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The student of the Saxon charters must be impressed with
the marked persistence with which the tracks used in Saxon
times have niaintained their line up to the present day. By far
the greater part of modgrn -roa-{s So b-ack at least to the Saxon
age,"and marry thousands of miles of them, the.ridgeways, have
ni,a a continious existence going back into times long before
history began. This may not be always rec-ognised by the
modein user of roads, tracks, and footpaths; but, once
recognised, the phenomenon may seem quite natural. Men
are t"enacious of rights of way established by past use-; and the
diversion of a rig-ht of way, whether r-o-ad or track, passing
tbrough cultivated lands is always troublesome and generally
expensrYe.

the majority of the purely local roads in Oxfordshire and
other countiei originaGd in Saxon times, products- of an
asricultural systed much more extensive than, and quito
difierent froml any such system as had existed previously in
this country.

These lodal roads of Saxon times often extended to or along
the bound.s of the lands of village communities (parishes) and
joined up with similar roadg rl neigh]oouring land units. . From
these thle Saxons evolved lines of through communication
formed of successive stretches of these local roads. But these
through roads, being quite unmade, and often traversing
heavi or eyen sw&mpy ground., seem neYer to have served as

nr"uti lhrorsh hishwtvs. Their main pu{pose was to aflord
iines of comhunidatiori along or over valleys whcn the woather
permitted of their use. As- through lines of communication
ihev d.o not, seem to have entered inlo serious competition with
tho"se ridgeways which maintained their 

. 
predominance as

inland trade roirtes till the beginning of the Eighteenth Century,
and even during that century remained in use for certain
classes of trade.

It is with the great through highway's of Oxfordshire that
this chapter mainTy deak. T'-he pgrely local roads mentioned
in the cirarters are of very minor interest s&Ye as evidence of
what may be called a parochial road system.

Ancient highways are of certain t54pes :

l. Ridgeways, really watershed ways, which avold the
smallest lt""t"rat, and.-only cross water when a river breaks
through a marked line of ridge which the way is following.
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2. Summer Ways, alternatives of the ridgewavs, runnine
ulong the slope or the foot of the ridge traversed bv ine ri&el
u-ay,-and used_rvhen tJre,upper coursEs of the streains rising"in
the lidge 1un- dry, and above all when the land in their nelgh-
bourhood is dry and hard.

3. Roman roads.
4. Romanised roads, i.e. roads which in 1l,omano-British

times were 'made ' in parts, either by metalling bad places,
or by straightening out pronounced curves or arigles. -Roads

so t'reated were always, as far as can be seen, either ridgeways,
summer w_ays, or important saltways leading from Drbitwich
or from salt factories (salterns) on estuaries.l-

lioeo l. Tnr Gnnar Corswor,n Rrocnwlv.
_ This lidggway r! part oJ the greatest N. and S. ridgeway in
England. As a Cotswold ridgeway it extends from-Batli to
Warwick, represented -throughout_nearly its whole length by
rnodern roads or tracks. S. of Bath it communicate-s witir
great lines of ridgeways running E. and W., and from near
Broadway in Worcestershire with a great ridgeway following
eventually the watershed between the Severn- rnd the TrenT
basins.

The Oxfordshire section of this ridgeway is as follows :-
C-ominq fro-m lhe S. it enters the county at Neakings (OMt)
about fm. NW. of Little Compton near Chipping Norbon. It
has just come from the well-known Four Shire St-one, and that
part of it was used as a saltway from Droitwich. After
entering- the- coulty it runs almost due 8., at first along a
modern local track, and_later ulorg u modern road (llm.)z tt a
point 3 fur. WNW. of Little Rollright. ft then tuins ENE.
along a main road past the Rollrighl Stones (OMf ), and runs
to (3m.)a-point about, 3 fur. WNW. of Great Rollright, forming
for part, of this distance the Co. By. It then turns-E. and run-s
along a main roa4 to (3m_. 3 fur.) a point on the N. edge of
Great Rollright village. Then due N. along a modern road to
$*.7 fqr.) q crossroads near Oatley Hill Farm (OMf ), forming
the Co. By. for the last $m. Then E. by N., modern road, to
(8m. 3 fur.) Wigginton l{eath (OMl), close to which are two

1 For further information on tvp(,s of hishwavs sce Grundv. Archeolooiaal
,lournal, Vol. LXXIV, old series, Vol. XXV, neri sories. RJferenccs wiil be
pa$e,tg Berkshire- IUg_byqyr._ -FSf lSll details of them see Grundy, Aroheo-
looical Ja.rlnal, Vol. LXXV, Vol. XXY, new series. p. 118.2'Iho measuroments of distarrces arc ealculated ft'orn the point at which
it onters the county.
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c&mps and severaltumuli. Then NW." a,t first along the W.
Ily. of Tadmarton parish aud la,ter u,long a modem road, to
(12m. 3 fur.) White House (ONII) -]rn. \V. of Epu'ell. Then
N. by E. along the S. part of Edge Hill (OMl), forming the
Co. By. for the last $m. till (15m. 1 fur.) it leaves the county
about 5 fur. S. of Sun Rising (OMl) on Edge Hill.

ll,oeo 2. THU Oxnonn ll,rocnwav.
This is a branch of the Cotswold ridgeway (road 1) ; but it

will be rnost easily traced from the Oxford end of it'.
l'rom Oxford for l3-|m. it is represented by the modern

Oxford-Banbury road which, up to that distance, adheres
closely to the Watershed between the Cherwell and the upper
Thames basin. This part of the ridgeway is called portstraet
in the Cutslow charter, straet in the charter of Shipton-on-
Cherwell, and portstraef in the charter of Whitehill in 'Iackley.
These names imply that, some stretches of it had been ' made '
in Roman times.

At a point 8*. N. of Brasenose X'arm in Steeple Aston parish
the ridgeway turns \4rNW. along modern roadway to (14m.
I fur.)the village of Duns Tew. ThencedueW.along a modern
road to (16m. 3 fur.) a road meeting about trrr. N. of Ledwell.
X'rom that point westwards the line of the old ridgeway is only
intermittently marked by modern ways. The roadways
constructed during the last two centuries have not always
followed its line, probably because that part of it had fallen
almost out of use before they were constructed. But the line
can be followed without difficulty.

X'rom the above mentioned road meeting it must have run
due W. through the middle of Great Tew Park (OMl)for about
flm. (17m. 7 fur.) to a line of road. which runs W. from cross-
roads only a few yards S. of the house at Great Tew Park.
Thence it went slightly N. of W. along a modern road to
(20m.5fur.) the Chipping Norton-Banbury road. ThenWSW.
along the line of this latter road as far as (2hn. 6 fur.) the lodge
(OMl) at the W. end of Heythrop Park. (OMl). After that
its course is marked by a line of footpath which first runs NNW.
and then NW. (to get round the uppermost lvaters of the river
Swyre) to (22m.4 fur.) Hall X'arm (OMl) in Over Norton parish.
Thence about due N. over a lrery narrow watershed to (23m.
7 fur.) about fm. SSE. of Great Rollright village. Here the iine
is marked by farm tracks and a line of hedge. Hence NNE.
along a line not marked by any ntodern track to (24m. 6 fur.)
rneet a line of modern road at a point nearly fim. NNE. of
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Dark End. (OMl). Thence NNW. along that line of modern
road to (25m.4 fur.) meet the Cotswold ridgeway fm. NE. of
Upper Berryfields X'arm (OMl) in Hook Norton parish.

To the S. of the Thames at Oxford this ridgeway was con-
tinued by one which ran over Cumnor Hill (OMl) and then
along the watershed between the Thames and the Ock (Berk-
shire road f5) to Faringdon, and so eventually to the great
ridgeway of the Berkshire Downs.

The question of the age of Oxford as a relatively important
centre of population has been much debated. By relati,ae
imporbance is implied importance in relation to the general
circumstances of population at any period, and in particular
to the other centres of population in the immediate neighbour-
hood. It is practically certain that this relative importance
of Oxford goes back into a prehistoric past: that, relative to
the places around it, and perhaps to the size of other centres
of population in the country at any given period, it, was a
place of considerable importance.l

1 This is not a conjecture. It ie as demonstrable as any topographical
fact rolating to early Britain. Contres of population of this relative irnportance
sprang up at almosl, every point whorc important ridgeways crossed rivers ;
and, what is more, they have maintained thoir importancc to the present day.
A lisb of all tho towns in England which owo their origin to this cause would
run to groat length; but some may bo cited from Oxfordshiro and tho
neighbouring counties.

Banbury stands whero an important E. and W. ridgeway crosses tho
Cherwell, and Witney where a ridgoway crosses the Windrush. Abingdon
stands where a ridgeway abutted on the Thames and possibly crossed it.
Wallingford stands where a ridgeway linking up that of the Berkshiro Downs
with that, of the Chiltern llills crossed tho Thamos. Reading is wherc the true
cnd of tho ridgeway of the Borkshire Downs crossed thc Thames ond w'ent N.
Nowbury is where a ridgeway which was supplanted by a Roman road largely
along its line crossed tho Kennett, Marlborough stands whero a N. and S.
ridgeway crossed the same river. At Salisbury a wholo netw-ork of ridgoways
crogsed the Avon. At Winchester a great E. arrd W. ridgeway crossed tho
Itchen. Guildford stands whers the greatest E. and W. ridgoway of England
crossed the Wey.

The list might be extended aknost indefinitoly irr other parts of Englancl.
Moreover, as those prehistoric highways continued to bo main and much

usod highways till tho beginning of the ltrighteenth Contury, and even till
tho timo of railways, woro used for certain types of trade, these places of
population maintained their relative importance till the railways came, and,
when they camo, their courses wero determined by the position of centrcs of
population tho origin of which was prehisl,oric. This sounds romantic ; but
it is a historical fact.

It is alnoost certainly not an accidont that, when the B,omans c&me to
found 'stations' in conquered Britain, somo of them were foundod at those
critical points in tho linos of communication existent in Britain before thoir
conquost. It can hardly bo accidontal that at Winchester, Spoon near
Newbur5z, Mildenhall near Marlborough, Old Sanrm. near Saliebur5r, Bath,
Worcester, etc. tho Romans eetablishod stations which eommanded important
points on ridgowaye.
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A question of purely Oxford topography is.the.site of .the
.riEin^al ford acrbss the Thames. lt was almost certainl;'
not" at li'olly Bridge,l for the road from there to the foot of
Hinksey Uiit is a &,u.e*ay which was -made 

in Norman times'
Moreovtr a ford at that- point would not have led to -any
ridgewav ; and. rid.geways when they cross rivers cross them
to Eet at a ridEewai on-the other side.

S"uch circumEtantial evidence as is available points to a ford
at Ferry (North) Hinksey. The o-riginal road from Oxford
to Cum"nor, i.e. tLe Oxford end of the-Ock-Thames rvat'ershed

ridsewav. did not run on the line of the present road up Cumnor
hiII: bud itr. of it, its old course being marked probably by the
bridle path from Norbh Hilksey to Chawley.^ (9St).,, Thg
nr"."rrd road- up Cumnor hilt is quite modern.2 The old road
io Faringdon iook at, first the line just indicated and then
*ppur"ttl"y went through Cumnor' Eaton. -APPIeton, past
I-btnsworth, Ilinton Witarist, and Buckland, and, shortly
aftei that it coincided with the modern main road as far as
tr'aringd.on. As a highway lhe -present road from Cumnor
turninlg to just beyond Buckland is quite modern, tlough it
mav hive bben constructed out of a pre-existing line of unmade
tra6ks. The road. to Wantage from Oxford did not go that way.
Two centuries ago travellers between tlrose- pl19q .Y-ery-yP
Hinksev Hill, ovdr Boar's IIill (OMl), and so by Cothill (OMl)
to ioin the modern Wantage road about lm. N. of X'rilJord
villlse. BesselsleiEh was, at that time. reached by a tracli
the iine of which."still runs up from North Hinksey along a

bridle road and then along a green way tlrough the valley
between Cumnor Hurst (OMt[ and Hen Wood (OMI) in a

noticeably straight line.
1 ln tlealing with tho roads of Berkshiro I expressod myself in lavour of

thc view t5at, a itrd existed here in Saxon times at any rate, on thc ground that
thore woul.I orobablv be a lino of direct communication between oxford antl
atii""a"r. but suc'h a ford would have been of litt'le or no use until the

"""J-t"o* 1'ollv Bridge to Coldharbour' a, causovay, had been .onstructed:
and Lhe construltion olsuch a causeway irr pro-Saxon titnes is most improbablo.
tG R;". H. 1tr. Salter believes it to have 6eetr tho work of t'he Norman family
J-b;O"f". Also it is sierificunt that, though l,he survoys of four or five
.,h"rt"rt lut right across tiro possible linos of a dircet road between Abingdon

""J O"to"a th-ev onlv mention one highway. tlre ridgervuy which nrns alorrg
the comb of Boir's HiIl. A road on tho lino of the road from Coldharbour up
ffint uu" Hill is mentionod, but it is called higweg, 'hayway,' appalellly
;;;;;"" than a local track connocting Wootton on the lu'r side of Boar's Hill
*itt itu ' maod,' or hay land, which w:as a. d-e!.ach9d piece of mead on the oyot
behind tho site of tho irosent hospital at Coldharbour'- tt" wiew I exproised in the iraper on the Ilerkshiro roads is not, I think,
tenable.

z In 1700 tho lines of communication S. from Oxford must havo boeu
very difierent from what thoy aro now.
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I Ridgeways were ofton adopted as the borurdaries of Saxon land units
(parishes).

X'urther circumstantial evidence in favour of a ford at North
Hinksey is the position of the oastle at Oxford, which comma,nds
what would be the line of the track N. of the river.

The question of the through communication from Oxford
ea,stwards towards London in early days is a difficult one.
Travellers in those days took the through tracks or roads which
presented the fewest difficulties and the best surface, natural
or artificial, regardless of the circuits involved. Probablv the
shortest practicable road. from whatever Oxford was in R6man
times to London would be vi6, the ridgeway as far as Sturdy's
Castle Inn (OMl), and from there by the Akeman Street to t'he
Watling Street, and so to London.

Roen 3. A Bnaxcn Rmoowey.
This ridgeway seems to have been a link between road 2 and

road 4, the ridgeway which comes to Witney from the W.
x'or the greater part of its course it is represented by modern
roads or tracks, and the fact that it is called Heh Straet,' High
Street,' in the Shipton-on-Cherwell charter implies that it was
of sufficient importance in Romano-British times to have been
'made ' in that particular part of it. Like the S. end of road
2 it had been 'romanised.'

It branched ofi SSW. from road 2 and the Akeman Street at
Sturdy's Castle Inn (OMI) 8m. N. of Oxford. From there it
ran first SSW. and then S. along a line of made road to (lm.
a fur.) a point 5 furlongs W. of Campsfield Farm (OMI) which
is in Thrup parish. It is in this part of its course, which for
3 fur. is quite straight, that it is called straet in the Shipton
charter. Also in this parb it forms the whole of the W. By.
of Shipton parish.l

X'or some distance S. of this its course can only be traced
conjecturally. It is probably marked at first by tho boundaries
of Thrup and IGdlington whioh carry it down to (2m. 5 fur.) a
point 2+ fur. E. of the church at Bladon. Then along a field
hedge to (3m.)the NW. corner of the wood. called Bladon lIeath.
(OMl ). It must have gone first S. and then gradually W. through
the wood and through Burley Wood (OMt) across the line of
the railway to (4m. f fur.) the Evenlode at Ifandborough Mill
(OMl) ; but its course through the woodland has vanished.

X'rom the mill the short side road from the mill to the main
road must be nearly on its line, and the footpath running
practically from it in a NW. direction to (4m. 6 fur.)the E. end
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of Long Hand.borough village probably represents its track.
From this point the modern road from Long Handborough

to Witney is, generally speaking, on the line of -the old way ;

but the modern road is straight, whereas the ridgeway would
adhere more closely to the actual comb of the watershed. The
latter may, for instance, have passed. near or thrgugh North
Leigh village, and further on, just N. of Cogges Wood (OMl),
its l-ine was probably slightly E. of that of the modern road.
fts total length is almost exactly 10m.

Roao 4. Tnn Wrrrnv Rrocowav.
This is a continuation W. of road 3. X'rom Witney it went

W. along the line of the Burford road. It did not enter that
place but passed along the line of road about *m. S. of the town,
and went on along a line of modern road past Northleach, which
it left on the S., to join the great Cotswold ridgeway about 3m.
SSE. of Winchcomb in Gloucestershire. It is known from the
charters to have been a salt way as far as the neighbourhood of
Northleach. It may have been so as far as Witney.

Roan 5. Tnn Wrrnnm Rrocnwav.
Though this road is in Berkshire, its connection with Oxford

is so manifest that the little that can be said about it had better
be said.

Through the woods of Witham, Berkshire, W. of Oxford,
there runs a short stretch of ancient ridgeway which was
undoubtedly a forerunner of that part of the modern Oxford-
Witney road between Botley (OMl) and Swinford Bridge.
(OMl). It is easily traceable from near Botley along the line of
modern trackswhich adhere closelyto thewatershed of Witham
Hill. The detailed course can only be followed on OM6.

From Botley Lodge (OM6) of Witham Abbey a track runs
WNW. through a belt of woodland. The first quarter of a
mile of this is not on the line of the ridgeway ; but after this
a modern track follows the line of the old way right to Swinford
Bridge ryhere was the old ford from which Swinford gets its
n&me. From the point near Botleylodge it goes in a wavyline
WNW. through the woods till close to the highest point of the
hill. Then turns WSW. for about |m., and then again WNW.,
leaving the woods and passing along what is now a broad
green way on the N. slope of Beacon Hill (OMl)to Swinford.

That some track went on W. of the river at Swinford is no
doubt the case; but there is not any evidence as to what line
it followed.
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At the Botley end, if the conjecture already made that the
ford over the Thames at Oxford was at North Hinhsey be right,
then the old ridgeway passed SE. down the slope of the hill
between Tilbury n'arm (OMl) and Botley Lodge to Botley
village, and. then followed the line of the lane from Botley to
IrTorth I{inksey, and so reached the ford.

Rolo 6. A Rroanwev RUNNTNCT EASTwARDs pnou Oxnono.
Of the three road.s now running eastwards from Oxford after

passing Magdalen Bridge there is no trace in the charters of
Cowley or Sandford of any highway along the line of that to
Ifenley or that to Cowley.l

But with the Oxford-London road the case is difierent.
That is mentioned in the Cuddesdon charter, and the greater
part of it within the county follows even now the line of an old
ridgeway. Two items of comparatively modern evidence may
be cited in reference to the part of it near Oxford, where its
line is not quite easy to trace.

Ogilby, in his road book of the last quarter of the Seventeenth
Century, speaking of the line of communication between
London and Oxford, treats it incidentally in connection with
that between London and Worcester. He takes the traveller
to Worcester as far as Wheatley, and then says that from there
the road to Oxford goes over Shotover Hill.

fn a map of a little more than a century ago what is now the
main Oxford-London road through Headington from a point
not far beyond the summit of F{eadington Hill is called. 'The
New Road.'

What is clear is that the present main road from just beyond
the summit of l{eadington Hill to the point between X'orest
Hill and Wheatley where the main Worcester road branches
ofi from it is quite modern.z

1 I do not wish to imply that this negativo evidenco is conclusive. But,
if any such through roads had existod in Saxon times, it might havo beon
expected that their oxistonce would havo been mentioned in one, at loast, of
the two charters.

2 Tho following is a matter of very local topography. The old road to
Barton beyond Headington passcd along tho line of footpath knowq as
Cuckoo Lane, and the continuation of the path through tho grounds of old
Headington Housc. The further line of it is t'raceable across the grounds of
Bur5z Knowle, just in front of tho house. There are also signs of another rood
to Headington which passed through the grounds of the Manor Ilouse just
outside tho front garden, continuod further by a piece of road and footpath
passing along tho wall of the back gardon of old Ileadington llouse. This
road probably branchod off from tho former. Both seem to have been dono
away with when ' tho New R,oad 'was made.
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Starting from Oxford the old ridgeway went, up Headington
Hill as fir as Chenev Lane, which branches off to the right
about halfway up the hill. From that point the old track had
two alternative rbutes the use of which would be dependent, on
whether the brook which rises near the public house about
three furlongs beyond the top of the hill was or_was n9! dry
in its upper c-ourse. Cheney Lane, which has also the siglifi_cant'
name of 'Old l{,oad,' crosses that brook about }m. NE. of
Warneford Asylum. In wet weather when the upper pa$ of
the brook was running the line of track used would be along
the present London road as far as t'he public house _above-
meniioned, and then by some course not now marked by any
modern road or track due E. to the foot of Shotover.l

But when the brook was drv or a, mere trickle of water, and
the land on either side of it not miry, the line by Cheney Lane
and the Old Road would be used; and as the upper part of the
brook and the land on either side of it would rarely make
passage difficult, this would be the line commonly used by
travel-lers. The line is continued. by mod.ern roadway to the
foot of Shotover and. passes over the summit as a broad green
track to the E. end of the hill. Right up to the time of the
making of railways this track was, it is known, used by_ drovers
taking-cattle to London. Hence its breadth over Shotover,
for the drovers of even the beginning of the Nineteenth Century
were very jealous of attempted. encroachment on the breadth
of these driftways, as they fed their cattle on the grassy borders
beside the track.z

Having reached. the E. end of Shotover hill the old way
descends along a line of mod.ern road to Wheatley, and passes
through what is the main street of the villago, an incidental
testimony to the fact that this line of road is the oldest which
passes through the place. It joins the modern Oxford-London
road at the E. end of the village. Hence for quite a long
distance the old ridgeway and the modern main road coincide.

It descends by a long hill to the Thame. In this part of its
course it is called straet, mad.e road, in the Cuddesdon charter,
and the ford by which it crossed the Thame is called Herepath
Iord,,'X'ord of the Highway,'in the same charter.

I This track was, like the tracks mentioned in the previous note, probably
dono away with when tho New Road was made.

2 I have been told that it would be possible at tho presont day to go from
Shotover to London along grass tracks of tho typo of that on Shotover hill.
Not having the 6" maps for the whole distanco, I have not been able to test
the truth of the statement'.
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Beyond the bridge the present Oxford-London road is on
its line as far as the inn called The Three Pigeons (OMl) ; but
but several miles from that point its courseis only intermittently
represented by modern roads or tracks.

The road to Thame from The Three Pigeons is on its line for
about 5 furlongs; but after that the course of the old trach
can only be followed by observing the lie of the watershed
which runs N. of, and more or less parallel to the course of the
modern Lond.on road. The disappear&nce of the greater part
of the old track in this section of its course ma,y be accounted
for by the fact that the new road through Tetsworth cut ofi a
considerable bend in the ridgeway.l

n'rom Rycote Lane Barm (OMl)on the Thame road the ridge-
way must have passed first E. and then SE. over Lobbersdown
Hill (OMl), and from there to Horsend.en HiIl (OMl) along
the NE. By. of Tetsworth parish.z From the summit of that
hill it would run SSW. along the Thame-Tetsworth road called
Judd's Lane. (OM6). Near the E. edge of Tetsworth village
it must hav'e turned E. along the ridge, along a course not now
marked by any track, to an extraordinarily narrow watershed
at the point where a road coming down from Thame makes
a sharp bend about -ln . W. of Cop Court. (OMI). Irrom near
that point it went SW. along a shorb line of modern road to
join the line of the modern London road which here forms the
NE. By. of Adwell parish. That this ridgeway linked up the
Oxford district with the great ridgeway of the Chilterns is
certain. The last stage of its course to the Chilterns may have
been along the line of the modern London road. to the top of
what is called Stokenchurch HilI where it would meet the
Chiltern ridgeway.

Roao 7. Tnn Cnrr,rmnx Rrocnway.
Everyone acquainted with British topography knows the

celebrated Icknield Way which runs along the foot of the
1 The object of the very active road making of especially the lattor half

of the Eighteenth Century was not morely to substitute made roads for
unmade tracks, but also direct lines of way for the indirect and devious courses
of the previous tracks. This meant that the new lines of road had in many
instances to be carried over cultivated lancl in private ownership. The owners
of course were not backward in making tho best terms they could ; but it
was possible sornetirnes for the makers of the new roads to compensate owners
by giving them the land on r.r'hich the old tracks went ; and, as theso were
infinitely broader as a rule than tho new roads the owners gained by the
oxchange. But it meant sometimes that an old right of way vanished from
the map; and that is what has in all probability happened in tho present
instance.
- 2 The tendency for parish boundarios to follow linos of ridgeway has

already been noticed,
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Chilterns for many miles, and can, so it is said, be traced NE.
as far as Norfolk. But what is not so well known is that above
it, on the comb of tho Chiltern ridge, there is a very remarkable
ridgeway of which the Icknield lVay is the summer way, just
as the Icknield way in Berkshire is the summer way of the
ridgeway of the Berkshire l)owns.

About the course of this ridgeway within the county there
can be no doubt.l In the Monks Risborough charter 8.603,
K.l08f which records a grant just N. of the Oxfordshire Co. By.
this road is called Cynges Straet, which implies this part of it
had been 'made ' in Roman times. It also indicates tho
importance of the road at tha-b period, an importance which
the general course and length of the highway would indicate.

It may be said in preface that every yard of the old track
within the county is represented by modern ways, rnade roads
for at least ninety per cent. of its course. As that course is
very complicated it may be well to give a detailed itinerary of it.

It enters the county on the summit of the ridge S. of Bledlow
C'ross (OMI) due E. of Chinnor village. I{,uns S. by W.,
modern road. to (lt fur.)z where there is a tumulus (OMl)
about 80 yds. W. of the line. Then S. by W., modern road, to
(3$ fur.) where there is a tumulus about 200 yds. W. of the
lirre. Then S. by W., modern road, to (6 fur.) crossroads }m.
NE. of Manor X'arm. (OMl). X'rom Bledlow (hoss to this
point it forms part of the Co. By. Then SW. and later SSW.,
modern road, to (1m. 4 fur.) Crowell Hill. (OMl). Then
SSW. along line of track along E. side of Kington Wood (OMl)
to (2m. 3 fur.) the SE. corner of the wood, where it meets once
more the Co. By. Thenco SSW., modern road, forming the
Co. By. to (2m. ? fur.) Hill X'arm. (OMl). Then W. by S.,
modern road, to (3m. 4 fur.) a point on the shoulder of Beacon
Hill. (OMl). Then SW., modern road, to (5m. 5 fur.)
Portways (OMt), the name of which, as well as the field name
Portway Piece beside the road, indicates its use at least for
the purposes of local trad.e. Then S., modern road, by
Cbristmas Common (OMt) and along the E. edge of Watlington
Park (OMl), and later SW. by a track, to (8m. 3 fur.)
Coate's tr'arm. (OMl). Then S., modern road, to (8m. 7 fur.)
Cookley Green. (OMl). Then first W. and then SSW.,

1 It is probable that by tho uso of tho six-inch map it could bo followod
far to tho ItE., porhaps int-o Norfotk; but tho matoriaifor that investigation
is not at my disposal, and also all that is aimed at here is to givo its oourso in
Oxfordshire.

r Tho mileage throughout is measured from Bledlow Cross.

h
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modern road, called. Reading Lanel (OM6) to (9m. 5 fur.) the
lodge at the SE. corner of the grounds of Swyncombe House.
(OMl). Then SSE., modern road, to (10m. 2 fur.) crossroads
just S. of Park Corner Farm. (OMl). Then SW. by a lane
called Huntercombe Lane to (11m. f fur.) where that lane meets
the Oxford-Henley road. Then W. along the latter road for
I fur. (llm. 2 fur.). Then WSW., modern road, across Nuffield
Common (OMl)to (1Im. 7 fur.) the E. end of Nuffield village.

(Branch Rid,geway. Here what w&s probably a most
important branch of the ridgeway went down the line of the
modern road to (15m. 7 fur.) a crossing of the Thames at,
Wallingford, beyond which it was continued by a ridgeway
(Berhs road. 43) which ran from Wallingford to the great
ridgervay of the Berkshire Downs which it, must have joined
near Scutchammer Knob. (OMl).)

Main Rid,geraay cont. X'rom Nuffield in a general direction
S. by W., modern toads, by Ipsden Heath (OMl), Scot's Farm
(OMl), and Wbitehall (OMr) to (lam. 6 fur.) Checkendon village.

When the ridgeway reaches Checkendon the question arises
whether the main line of it went to Goring to make connection
with the Berkshire Downs ridgeway, or to Caversham to make
connection with the extreme E. end of the same ridgeway
(Berks Road 44, p. f37) and with a ridgeway running S.
It seems certain that as a line of through communication the
latter was by far the more important, and therefore it will be
treated as the main line.

X'rom Checkendon it ran S. by 8., mod.ern road, to (15m.
4 fur.) within a furlong of llook End. (OMl). Thence S. by
W., line of footpath, to (16m. t fur.) the modern main road to
Reading. This road is on its line as far as Cane End (OMl)
(r7m. I fur.). Then the old track went E., its line marked
partly by modern roads, parbly by a footpath, to (18m. 2 fur.)
Kidmore End. (OMl). Then S., modern road, through
Toker's Green (OMl) to (19m. 7 fur.) Farthingworth Green.
(OMl). The SSE., modern road, to (21m. 3 fur.) the Thames
at Caversham Bridge. (OMl).'z

This ridgeway must have been of great importance as a
through line of communication from East Anglia to Wessex.

r Name significant as suggesting the ultimate destination of the road.
2 Partly from tho ovidence of placo and field namos, and to a certain

extent from tho Saxon chartors, it is known that before the Thamog was
canalised by the making of Iocks tho fords on the part of it above Reading, at
any r&te, were numorous!
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BR,ANCH R,IDGEWAYS OX' R,OAD 7.1

Roeo 8. A Cmr,runu BneNcn Rrooowev.
Leaves the main ridgeway at the top of Chinnor Hill (OMl),

and runs SE. down the comb of Bledlow Ridge (OMl) along
modern road, passing through City. (OMl). Its ridgeway
character onds at the end of the ridge (4m. I fur.). It was
probably never more than a local track.

RoEo 9. A Cnr,rpnN BneNcu Rroenwav.
Branches off from the main ridgeway at Hill Farm (OMt), at

the top of Aston Hill (OMl), where the modern Oxford-London
road crosses the main ridgeway. Runs ESE. along the
London road to (1m. 4 fur.) Stokenchurch, and then SE. along
the Great Marlow road to (7m. 4 fur.) within fm. of Great
Marlow where its ridgeway character ceases. That it crossed
the Thames at Great Marlow is probable.

1 The prevalence of tho ridgeway even in tho modorn road system of
England has not been recogrrised in litoraturo. A few of the moro important,
ridgewaya havo been well known, and havo been marked on the map. But by
far the larger part of the great ridgeways of this country havo been hitherto
untraced and unknown, and in many cases their very existence has been
unsuspected.

But what is still less recogrrised is that thore are hundreds of local ridge-
ways, perhaps a milo or two long, or, may be, only a few hundred yards long,
which survive in the form of modern roads or tracks. Even archreologists
have not realised how invariable was the custom of dwellers in a locality to
follow a local watorshed if it happenod to lead in the clirection which thoy
wished to take. Roads and tracks only a fow hundrod yards long from the
farm contro to its outlying lands always took suoh a line when ono was avail-
able.

On a somowhat larger scale a ridgoway would almost invariably dovelop
along tho comb of any ridge, even if tho ridge were quite a short one. At the
present day, when drainage has dono so much to change old conditions, it is
not porhaps easy to recogniso that the passago of land near a 6tre&m must
have been in any but very dry weather always unpleasant and to be avoidod,
somet'imes difficult, and sometimes impossible. The Chiltern branch ridge-
rvays, of which a description follows, emphasise this. Anyone who knows the
S. part of the rango knows that the question of water supply presents difficulties
which cannot perhaps be paralleled elsowhore in England. At the summit
water is not reached till at a depth of 600 feet. On the W. wide tho slope is
steep, and there aro practically no valleys. But on the E. side aro long
valleys tho upper parts of which are for several miles entirely devoid of
perrnanent streams, And yet ridgeways still existent in the form of modern
roads and tracks developed along tho ridges separating these dry valleys. In
wet weather tho valley bottoms were avoided. If such were the caso here,
what must havo been the caso in regions of permanent streams and surfaco
water ?

I have mentioned theso general facts in order that the emphasis laid on
ridgeways in this chapter mey not seom suspect' by reason of its novelty.
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Roeo 10. A Cmr,rnnN Sun-BnElvon Rrocnwev.
Branches ofi from road I at the W. end of Stokenchurch

village. Runs S. by E. via Ibstone to near Fingest (3m. 6 fur.)
wh.ere its ridgeway character gives out. Forms the Co. By.
for fm. Purely local.

B,oeo 11. kvrponrlNr Cmr,rnnr.r Bnaltcn lirocpwav.
Leaves the main ridgeway at Christmas Common. (OMl).

Goes ESE. to (lm. 3 fur.) Northend. (OMl). Modern road.
Then SE., modern road, to (2m. 4 fur.) Turville Heath. (OMl).
Then, modern road, winding course, generally SSE., to (am.)
Kimble X'arm. (OMI). The E. by S., modern road, to (4m.
3 fur.) the W. side of Gussetts Wood. (OMl). The S.,
modern road, to Upper Woodend. X'arm (OMl), and on S. by
line of farm road, to Lower Woodend X'arm (OMl), and S. for
about a furlong. no track to Roundhouse X'arm (OMl), and
S., modern road, to (5m. 4 fur.) Fawley village. Then SSW.,
modern road, to (6m. 4 fur.) Crockmore n'arm. (OlIl). Then
SSE., modern lane, to (8m. 4 fur.) Henley.

This was probably an important line of communication in
early times leading from the great Chiltern ridgeway and from
the Icknield Way across the Thames at Henley to a ridgeway
beyond that river which led down into E. Berkshire and
Surrey (v. Berks road 58).

Roen lle. A Cnrr,ronN BnaNcu Rrncnrvev.
Leaves main ridgeway at Christmas Common. (OMl).

Runs SSE., modern road, as far as (2m. a fur.) the neighbour-
hood of Pishill where its ridgeway character ce&ses. Local
and quite unimportant.

Roeo 12. A Csrlrnnr Bnnetcn Rrocrwav.
This may have been a track of some importance. Leaves

the main ridgeway at Park Corner (OMl), and follows tho
modern road from that place through Nettlebed to Henley as
far as (3m.) the village of Bix. Here it must have left the line
of the modern road to Henley and run along the ridge to the
S. of it. From Bix its line is probably represented by the
modern lane which goes in a general S. direction by Brawn's
X'arm (OMl) and Broad Plat (OMl) to join the road from
Greys Green (OMl) to Henley at the E. corner of the pa,rk
of Greys Court, (4m.). Then ESE. along the latter road to
(6m. I fur.) a crossing of the Thames at llenley. On tho other
side of the river it was continued by a ridgeway (Berks road 58)
into Surrey.
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fl,oeo 13. A Csrr,tnnN Bnexcu ll,rocnwev.
Leaves the main ridgeway at Checkendon. Il,uns SW.,

modern road, to (7 fur.) the E. end of Woodcote village. 'Ihen
S. and, later, SE. to (lm. 3 fur.) Greenmoor Hill. (OMl).
Then SW., par-tly along rqodern_roadg parb]V along a fieki
path, to (2m.) Crays Pond. (OMl). Then S. along modern
ioad. to Whitchurch to (4m. 3 fur.) tho Thames. Whether there
was a ford there is not known. In any case this branch ridge-
wa,y ca,n hardly have been of more than local importance.

ll,oao I.4. A Cnrr,tnnrv BneNcr Rrpcowav.
Left road 13 at Crays Pond. (OMI). Went due 8., rnodern

roads, to (2m. 5 fur.) Goring.
Some might reckon this the true S. end of the rnain Chiltern

ridgeway. No doubt there was a passa,ge of the'l'hames here
which would give communication with three ancient highways,
the Roman road from Dorchester, the ridgeway of the Berkshire
Downs, and the Berkshire part of the Icknield Way. But if
the traveller along the Chiltern ridgeway aimed at going W.,
as would probably be the case with ma,ny users of that track,
there was more direct communication with the Berkshire
ridgeway and the Ickniold way by the ridgeway to and beyond
Wallingford.

Il,oap 16. Tnn Blxnunv Rroonwlv.
This leaves the great Cotswold ridgeway at the extreme N.

end of Edgehill (OMt), and is represented as far as Banbury
by the modern road from Kineton (Warwickshire) to Banbury
which coincides for the greater part of the distance between
Edgehill and Banbur5r with the modern Banbury-W'arwick
road.

It begins at Knowle End (OMl) at the N. end of Edgehill,
and runs first, due E. to (5 fur.) a camp (OMr) near Arlescote.
(OMt). Then ESE. to (2m.) a point S. of Warmington village
where it joins the modern Warwick road. It then runs SSE.
along that road to (7m. I fur.) Banbury, where it crossed the
Cherwell.

Beyond that it followed the twisting and turning line of the
wateished be'oween the Cherwell and the Great Ouse, along
the greater part of which lines of modern road run. That it
eventually arrived at Northampton is shown by a reference to
an ancient road which joins the Cotswold ridgeway a goorl ma,ny
miles S. of Banbury. In K.r367 a charter of Adlestrop nea,r



108 ANCIENT HIGHWAYS OT OXFOR,DSIIIEE.

Stow-on-the-Wold this road is called the Regia Struta il,e
Norho,mtun, which must imply communication with Northamp-
ton along the line of the Cotswold and Banbury ridgeways.
It was evidently an important line of communication.

Il,oao 17. 'l'nn Rolrer Roeo rnolr TowcEsrER To

Doncnnsrnn (OxoN) vre Ar,crnsrnn.
'I'he course of this road has been often described and is

clearly marked on the mapl so that a detailed description of its
course would be superfluous. Still something may be added
to what has been written in the past concerning it.

There are two references to this road in the Oxfordshire
charters. In the Cuddesdon charter 8.945, K.437 part of the
boundary of the grant is said to follow this road. The reference
is to that stretch of the road which forms part of the W. By. of
Garsington and also part of the W. By. of Horspath. The
road is called straet. There is also a menbion of a straet-
gelaeto, 'crossroads,' which was where a track crossed the
Roman road at Brasenose Rough (OM1) at the foot of the S.
slope of Shotover.

This Roman road forms also the E. By. of Sandford; and
in the Sandford charters K.693 and K.AOO it is also called
straet.

It had long been suspected that the road did not end at
Dorchester but was carried onto Silchester (Calleva Atrebatum),
but actual proof of the conjecture wa,s lacking until a solution
of the surveys of charters of Brightwell (8.810, K.1154) and
Sotwell (8.988) in Berkshire nea,r Wallingford was published.2

In the Brightwell charter there is mention of an eald, straet
ford,' old ford of the street (made road),' a ford on the Thames
where the By. between Brightwell and Sotwell abuts on it
fm. SE. of the church at Dorchester. n'rom this point a minor
road, which has at the present day the appea,ra,nce of being
little more than an occupation road, runs S. by W. in an
absolutely straight line for exactly lm. to the top of the ridge
on which Brightwell Barrow (OMI) stands. On the horizon
summit of the ridge it turns through a slight angle, as Roman
road.s almost invariably do at such horizon points. In the
Sotwell charter this part of it is called straet, implying a made

1 See Codrington, Roman Road.s itt Britai,n, p.243.
2 Tho conjecture is clearly statod in Codrington loc. cdt. The charters

rvere published in Vol. XXVII of tho Berfrs, Bucks anil Oaon Arakuol,ogri,col
,fournal, as part of a sorios of papors on the chartere of Borkshiro which I
publishecl in th:rt periodical.
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road. It then runs due S. in a straight' line-for 1{ ' !.etween
inr-"air-ir*tg- villages of Brightwel'i and Sotwell' For tho
*hol" df th" "di.tu,rrc"e from the-Thames to thls,point it forms- a,

;ri.h bv. It then continues through Mackney- (OMt)'
;;;i;n;t" stream to the N. of that place by what' wasformerly
a ford dafled in the Sotwell charter Maccaniges .b'ord,'th. tord
oiltr"o*'. Island,' i.e' Mackney. The traces give-out, as

i;";. ;;d"* tru"L are concerrled, about ,t*'lS' of Mackney'
This last part of the road is pointing straight on streatley whose

name imflies that it was on a Roman road.

B,oeo 18. A RouaN Vrcrner' Wev ?

In a charter of Ardley a few miles NW' of Bicest'er (K'1289)

is a reference to a road which the surveyors call Port'straet.

It is the road which forms parbs of thc W'-By'.of the parish'
TH ;;^; implies that tfie,surYeyors thought.that t'hey

recognised. sign^s of making at, least at that part of the road to
;;#ffir;y;f"*"a, "**Lt'yihepiece 

atthe S' end'of the.\\r' By'

"iArdtr). 
It, was not a inatte-r on which t'hey werc likely t'o

make a mistake.._WLa,t"*, 
may be the origin of t'his road, it- is^certainly a

remarkable one in two waysl From 1he S' en4 oJ the village

"t-frlt*"tt 
which lies NW". of Ardley it runs Q' in I straight

tiou to, 2*m., then makes a slight iurn WSW' and runs for
,""tn", iil. i fur. in a dead straight line to a point about $m'
msg. 

"t 
Northbrook (oMl) where-it, joins another-road coming

fro[ tfitN., and also having a notibeably straigh-t cours.e for
several miles.r These united roads then run for fm' S' in an

"U 
f"frir*ight line and join the Roman_road called the Akeman

Street within a few yai.ds of the NW. corner of Kirtlington
Park. (OMl).

A stili more remarkable feature of the road under discussion
is tn"t' lor a great part of its length it runs, .?nd qrobably
o"inirullv for iis wh6le length it ran, along the line oi a great
,lvEe calfud. Ash Bank lVattl-e or Aves Ditch. The road a'ppeaffr

td ;il ior the most part actually on the dyke' There- is a

Roman road in N. \Viltshire running on t'he great WaLsdyke'
N. oi X'ritwell the modern road does not display the Roman
cha"*cte"istic of straightness except where it is passing along

in" n. tag" of Aynho Fark. (OUli.^ No^r i9 t'here any straight-

""*. i" it* *ofl"* continuation S. of the Akeman Street'

l This road is called a Roman road in the ordnance survey map, on what
grorurds I do not know, but I should suspoct to be on tho itrforlnotron ol somo

local antiguary.
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That it is a Roman road is possible. That it was a main
Iioman road. of any length is very unlikelv. But it mav have
Jrcen a vicinal way leading N. from the Akeman Street. The
question of its Roman^ grigln _could only be decided dofinitely
by taking a_ section of it if there exist any part of it wherb
rnodern road making has not destroyed its ahcient character.

Rolo 19. Tnr Arouax Srnmnr. A Roruax liolo.
It is not the intent of this chapter to deal in detail with

roads which have been-adequately described by other writers.
The Akeman Street has been described in detail bv Codrinston.l

The scheme of the Roman roads of Britairi shows"that,
following a plan_which they employed in other provinces oi
the empire, the *Romans ran roads-along the frontier of the
tirne being in order to facilitate the rapidmovement of troops
along that frontier to threatened points. The Akernan Stre6t.
tle Fosse _{an 1nd that part of the Watling Street which runs
down the Welsh border represent different sf,ages in the Roman
conquest of the island. The Akeman Street is said to have got
its name from a Saxo\ _aece-n1,o,nn, which would mean litorally
'acle man ' (presumably 'invalid '), referring to the fact tha:t
Bath and its healing springs might be reached along this road.
Has tho name any warranty in Saxon literature ?2 -Or is it an
gntigualry,^n invention like certain other names in this part of
England ?3

^ 
The only note which need be added to Codrington's account

of the road is that a-section of its agger made s6me years ago
in Blenheim Parka disclosed a .oad*unusuallv elab6rate afia
ingenious in gonstruction, tlre bed being formed of two layers
of rough slabs of the local stone set ip ed.qewavs, but i,t a
slight slant, and a surface of the same loci,l stdne broken small.
'I'he survival of the road in an undamaged condition showed.
that it could not have been put to muc"h ,se in post-Roman
times.

Roeo 20. Tnp Icrmpro Way.
Much has been written about the course of this road from tho

Thames at Streatley to its reputed termination in Norfolk.
How much of what. has been written is scientifically true it

l9odrington, Roman Roade in Britain, pp, 240-2.
2 I havo not como across any.
3 e.g. tho Isis, and Sinodrur HilI uoar Dorcheeter.. By the late Professor Haverfiold and myself.
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would be impossible to say without a close study of the local
records of places along its line. Herc the discussion will be
confined to its course in Oxfordshire and the immediate neigh-
bourhood. In its course l,hrough Berhshire it is frequently
mentioned in Saxon charters belonging to that county.

In Oxfordshire only two of the grants recorded in that county
pa,ss a,cross its line, those of Newnham Murren and of Read Ora ;

but neither of them make any reference to it by name, or even
mention the existence of a road along its line. That suggests
that this part of it was not so important as its Berhshire soction.

In a charter of Monks ll,isborough, however, just beyond thr;
Oxford border, in Buchinghamshire, it is mentioned. The
reference in the survey of that charter (8.603, K. f 08l) runs as
follows :-'Along the Boundary to lcenhgl,te: along lcenhyl,te
to the Heathen Burialplace.'

'Ihe landmark preceding the first of the two landmarhs above
is the boundary of the parish of Kimble, and the landmark
succeeding the second refers to the ridgeway on the top of the
Chilterns. The survey is passing along the NE. By. of
Il,isborough, and that By. crosses two roads both of which are
called Icknield Way in the ordnance map. 'Ihe second of the
landmarks above quoted takes the By. alang the way. The By.
coming from the NW. does not pass al,ong the first of these two
Icknield Ways, but does pass for a very short distance along
the second. Therefore it must be the second. which is called
Icenhyl,te in the charter. This is important in view of what
must now be mentioned, that this second way runs close along
the foot of the Chilterns, and is in fact a, summer wa,y corres-
ponding to the ridgeway on the summit of the range, i.e. a way
which waSrfarers used when the higher courses of streams were
dry, and it was not necessary to climb to the top of the ridge
in order to get a line of route unimpeded by wet land. Between
Risborough and the Thames the ordnance map applies the
name Icknield Way to three difierent roads : first, to a long
straight line of road which runs SW. from Risborough by
Longwick MiU (OMl), and then W. of the villages of Bledlow,
Chinnor, and Kingston Blount to the Oxford-London road
near Aston Rowant, where the line seems to give out : secondly
to a line of road, which it oalls the Upper Icknield Way, which
runs along the hill above Princes ll,isborough and Saunderton :

thirdly to a more or less straight piece of road which runs
from (as far as appeara,nce goes) the Oxford-Lond.on road at a
point about 8m. E. of Lewknor and then SW. adhering very
closely to the footslope of the Chilterns.
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Before proceeding further it will be well to clear up the
cvidence already cited.

'Ihis road last, mentioned is the same as the lcenltylte of the
Itisborough charter, i.e. it is part of the summer way of the
Chilterns, just as the Icknield Way of Berkshire is the summer
wa,y correspondent, to the ridgeway of the Berhshire Downs.
It hay be said without further ado that this is probably the
true Icknield Way in Oxfordshire.

As regards the Upper Icknield Way mentioned above as

being near Princes Risborough and Saund.erton, it is certainl.y
not farb of the ridgeway, for that, must have crossed the great
valley between B,isborough and High Wycombe at its watershed
whicL is 1|m. S. of this road. If the name is rightly attached
to it then it was probably a section of the summerway already
mentioned. But the second of the roads, which the ordnance
map calls the Lower Icknield Wg,y, is puzzling., It is certainly
not a summer wa,y which had been romanised, for it crosses
numerous perennial streams. Also it runs almost straight for
manv milei. That is a characteristic of very modern as well
as of Roman roads ; but tbere is no conoeivable reason for the
making of a mod.ern road along its line because it does 1o! p1s-s

througl any villages, and a road which d"oes runs parallel with
it and at a verv short distance from it,. In the absence of
actual evidence i,tt tt *t can be given here is a personal impres-
sion of its raison-d'6tre. In the first place it 'is ancient. In the
second it is almost certainly a piece of road which was actually
made in Romano-British times, and that not on the line of a
pre-existing trackway, bfi' d,e noao. _'I'he obje-ct-of .Paking-it
inay have been to avoid the ups and downs of the line of the
.o6rrr"r*ry at this part ; and it was made, not on the summer
way, but as a preferable alternative to part of it, just as in
Beikshire the Romans reatified the line of the Berkshire
Icknield Way by making & new and straight section of it
between Upton and Wantage.

The traces of this piece of road give out apparently, as has
been said, at the point where it meets the modern Oxford-
Lond.on road. But further S. another line of road also called
in the ordnance map the Icknield Way runs in a very slighll;,
wavy line from the-Oxford-Ilenloy road on Beggarsbush Hitl
(O1U.1) S. to a point close to Goring. Though the gaP between
the northernmost traces of this line of road a,nd the southernmost,
traces of the road previously discussed is nearly 8m., yet the
general directions of the two roads correspond so much that
f,hey may be taken to be parts of one and the same road' But
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this southern section has not that straightness which is
characteristic of the northern ; there is, in other words, no sign
of its having been made, even partially, in lioman .times'
Still the main question is whether this southern road is part
of the summerwa,y of the Chilterns.

It, is in the geological formation of the country at the W. side
of the Chilterns thtt the answer to the question is to be sought.

Nearly all the summerways which form alternative routes to
the rids-ewavs are to be found in the chalk districts, for it is
on the ""trutX that the upper parts of streams tend to run dry
in the dry season. As far S. as Watlington the belt of chalk
at the W. foot of the range is comparatively narrow ; but S.

of that it widens out, extending to the Thames. The belts of
upper greensand and gault which lie W. of the chalk have not
it-sl,bsorbent charactei, and the streams which run on them are
nerennial throughout their course. Hence, while the belt of
thrtt *t the foof, of the range is n&rrow, the summerway clings
closelv to the footslope of it ; but where the chalk widens
out ii would be posiible for the wayfarer to take a line
further from the foot of the Chiltern Ridge, unimpeded by
w&tercourses and their miry neighbourhood, and so avoid
those detours round projecting ridges which are so characteristic
of summerways whith adhere closely to the actual foot of a
range. So at this S. end_the summer way of the Chilterns took
a cdurse at an unusual distance from the summit of the main
ridge. Nor, as has been a,lready-s3,1d, cal there be much doubt
thtt this summer way is the real Icknield Way.

As the question of the identity of this part of the Icknield
Way is complicated by the fact that the name is a!,plied in the
modern map to two different roads, it may be well to give in
detail the course of the summer way of the Ohi.lterns from
Risborough to Goring, adopting the view that, has been
expressed-that this is tLe original course of the old track. The
deicription can be followed throughout on the one-inoh map.

Beginning at a point about 3 fur. SE. of-Monks R,isborough
villag? it followed, certainly as far,as Saunderton, where it has
to ge1 round the head of a perennial stream, the line of the road
cafed in the map the Upper Icknield Way. Hitherto it has
been running SW. At a point near Saunderton it turned W.
bv S. and went along the N. slope of Wain Hill (OMl) on which
Bledlow Cross (OMl) stands. So far the distance traversed
is about, 4m. all alons modern lines of road. It then resumes
a SW. direction alon! a modern line of road. the last mile of



which runs close beside the Watlington railway, to (7m. 6 fur.)
the foot of Beacon Hill. (OMl). It then goes on SW. past
the feet of Shirburn and Watlington Hills (OMl) to (1Im. 6 fur.)
a point about l*. W. of Dame Alice Farm. (01U1). Thi,s
four miles of its course is nearly s'traight, and is called Icknield
Way in the ordnance rnap. From here its line would appear
to have been along a modern line of road in a WSW. clirection.
past l{or-bh Farm (OMl ), ovcr the immediate foot of Swyncombe
Down (OMI), just, above the head of the great spring *m. SI,l.
of Ewelme, to Gipsies' Corner (OMl) on the mod.ern Oxford-
Henley road (15m.). Thence S. by W. along the line of road
called Icknield" Way in the ordnance m&p, past Blenheim
X'arm (OMl) and Iclmield Farm (OMl)to (20m. 6 fur.) about
lm. from the bridge at Goring which is probably at the site of
tho ford where it crossed the Thames.

SOME MINOR R,OADS.

Roen 21. A MrNon Roen rr.r Bmrwmr,r Ber,nwrN.
A ldld,ena Weg is mentioned in the Britwell charter. It, rnay

imply what would be now called a switchback way. It wag on
the line of the road which runs NNW. from Ewelme up the
W. By. of Britwell Baldwin.

1r4 ANCIENT I{,IGHWAYS OF OXFOIIDSIIIRI,:

Roap 22. Mnron ll,oeo rN Cuxnnu.
Another Fild,ena Weg is mentioned in the Cuxham charter

(q.v.). It is now represented by the road callod Hyde Lane
(OMO) which runs along the W. By. of that parish.

ll,oao 23. Rolo rn Herr,ny r.rnan \Yrrr.ruy.
In both the Witney charters (q.v.) there is mention of a

Huntena Weg, 'Hunter's Wry.' This was on the line of the
road which runs NNE. along the N. By. of Hailey from a point
about 300 yds. WNW. of Gigley Farm. (OMI). 'Ihe name
was probably due to the track being either in, or on the bounds
of, Wychwood Forest.

Roeo 94. Locar, Il,oan rN SnrproN-or.r-Ctrnnwnr,r,.
A track called lVuluweg,'lVay of the Wood' is mentioned

in the Shipton charter (q.".). 11, is now represented by the
road which runs W. from Campsfield Farm (OMl) and forms
the W. part of the S. By. of the parish.
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Roeo 25. Roep rnou SnrrtoN To Br,aporv.

A track called the We.g the scyttto Bl,a,tlene is mentioned in the
Shinton charter (q.v.). - It branched oft frotn the rninor ridge-
wai (road S) wliich'leaves the Oxtord ridgeway at Sturdy's
Casttd Inn (OIWI) about halfway down the \Y. By. of Shipton
and rrrns aimost due S. It cannot have been ever of more
than local importance, and may havc -been evolved in Saxon
times. It is rdpresented througliout its len-gthby modern rights
of way. It piobably went, along a mod-ern line of road to
Hensiiston bv Wooa*toch, and then S. along a line of footpath
througfr'the d. end of Blenheim Palk clirect, to Bladon village'

A Weg,
one of the

Roen 26. Locar, Tnlcr rN Snrrronn.
' tr&ck,' mentioned in the Shifiord char"ter was merely
tracks formed along the balks of ploughlands.

fioeo 27. Tnecx rN lVooonerox.
Dude Weg, ' Dutla's Track,'on the line of the Worce-qter road

whero it forms the parish By.

Roan 28. Tnecr rx Nnwrueu Munnmu.

Maerweg a track of the same type as road 26, 'Boundary
w*y.'

fl,oap 2.9. Tneor rr NnwNneu Munnrlr.
A track stilI existent, forming part of the S. By' of the parish,

and running along the line of the Grim's Ditch. (OMl).

Roeo 30. A Tnacx rx HonsPenr.
L Maerweg, 'Boundary Way,' mentioned in the Cuddesdon

charter, ra,n up by Open Brasenose (OMl)-lP-the S. slope of
Shotover. Line of the track still exists. Of the same nature
as road 28.

Roeo 31. A Tnacx rx Ilonsrarr.
A track called in the Cuddesdon charter thLe Hlitlt' Weg,' Way

of the Slope,' ran along tho slope of Shotover HiIl, probably
along the NW, and N. sides of Horspath Common. (OMl).
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SAXON OXtr'ORDSIIIR,E.

VOCABULAR,Y OX' X'IELD NAMES.

Land cleared of timber for the pnrpose of cultivation.

Blacklands. (o) generally a n&me given to poor land : (b) uncul-
tivated land. covered with gorse, etc.

Breach. Land newly broken up by the plough.
Butts. Ploughlands where the furrows were shorber than the

usual length of the furrow, i.e. less than a furlong.
Catsbrain. Land on which oolite fossils were found.
Chashill. v. Chissel.

Chastill. v. Chissel.

Chissel. Gravel. Saxon ceosol,.

Coalpit. Charcoal pit.
Copythorn. Pollarded thorntree. Saxon copped,e thorn.
Corsiale. Also spelt Cossical. Reference to a geometrical

figure of some kind. Implies a field of a certain shape.
Costard. The name of a species of apple. If this field name

is derived from it, it may have been applied to fields in
which apple trees of that species grew.

Danch. In Northern England means 'nice.' May have been
introduced into Oxfordshire by a northern farmer.

Dunstead. A cattle steading on a hill.
French Lands. A certain kind of grass called French Grass

was introduced into England, apparently in lato medimval
times. So this name may imply a field where that grass
was grown. tr'rench Grass is a fairly common field name
in Dorset.

Furlong. Came to be applied in post-Saxon times to a group of
strips of ploughland (acres). In South England each such
group had to tre left fallow for one year out of three.

X'urzen. One of the numerous old adjectives in -en. Implied
that furze grew on the land.

Great Ground. Almost certainly a technical namo, though
its meaning is not clear. fn at least fi{ty per cent. of the
parishes of South England this name occurs once, &nd
hardly ever more than once, unless the parish happens to be
made up of tithings.

Hades, Ifaydes. Headland of a ploughland. A strip at each
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end of a furlong on which the plough was turned on coming
to the end of a furrow. Has no reference to elevation.

Hale. A hollow, perhaps quite small, in a hillside. Saxonhu,l,h.

Ham. X'rom Saxon hamm,'enclosure.' In modern times has
been mistakenly supposed to be applied only to enclos-ures
near riverc and streams. But is found in names of fields
not near any stream. The mistake is due to the fact
that during Saxon times and later tho 'mead ' of village
communities was going through a process of conversion
from common to individual ownership, i.e. instead of the
hay on it being ctt en n?,asse and then distributed in
pr6portionate sh'ares to holders in the Parish (community)
the-mead was cut into lots each of which was assigned to a
holder, and from that lot, and that lot, only, the holder
got his hay. On acquiring a lot a holder, not unnaturally,
fenced it in and formed a ' ham ' of it ; and, as it was mead
land which was especially subject to this kind of division,
the field name ham came to be especially common near
streams, for the only hay land of the country was on what
would now bo called water meadows.

Hanging. 'On a slope of hillside.'
Hatch. Saxon haec. A hatchgate or half-gate. May be a

gate in a fence. Sometimes a sluice-gate.

Hatchway. A track on which there is a hatch-gate.

Haws. Saxon hagas. X'ences of peculiar strength to keep
swine and wild animals off cultivat'ed ground.

Huy. Saxon hege. Ordinarv fence, usually made of hurdles.

Lake. Saxon lacu. A slow-flowing stream, or a backwater of
a river. Still common with those meanings in Hampshire
and, more rarely in other counties. Also used of channels
through shallow estuaries.

Lampit. Saxon lam,pgt. Claypit or Marlpit.

Langet or Lanket. A small lynch or shelf of ploughland on a
hillside.

Lank. Variant of lynch. See last.

Lee or Ley. Saxon leah. Originally uncultivated land used
as far as possible for pasture. Now ' pa,sture.'

Lince. 'Lynch.' See Langet.
Lynch. See Langet,
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Lyde. A dell or sunk watercourse.

Mare. Sometimes from Saxon mere, ' pond.' Sometimes from
Saxon nloere, a balk or grass boundary of ploughland.

Moad. Saxon mned,, 'hayland.' fn Saxon times always nea,r
a stream.

Moor. Saxon nl,or, mote or less waterlogged ground.
Peeks, Picks, Pikes. X'iolds with at least one very acute angle.

Picked. Adj. cortesponding to last.
Pickot. Diminutive of Pick. v. above.

Piddle. A small strram.
Pill. Generally mea,ns a pool or a small stream.
Rod. A withy. Rod Eyot a very common fiold namo.

Roke. Saxon aet thaere Ac,' at the Oaktree.'
Ruworth. Saxon ruh wyrth,' rough farm or enclosure.'

Sheer. fn Gloucestershire a dialect word meaning 'cold.'
But may be suspected to be from Saxon scea,ru,, something
which divides or is on a boundary.

Shooting. 'Running down to.' Common in Berkshire field
names.

Sideland. Land running lengthwise along the side of a hill.
Slay, Sleigh. Sheep run.

Slough. Quagmire.
Spear. Probably a. rugh,-9specf,|Y * bulmsh. Spoarbod a

common name rn the Hampshire Test'

Squitch. A kind of coarse grass.

Venney. Probably fenny or marshv.



Akoman Street, ll0.
Apploford, Berks, 23.
Assendon, near Henloy, 48.

Baac, moaning, Il.
Balks, 3512.
BanburJr Ridgeway, 107.
Bawgey, In. in Chimnoy, 13.
Bentley, Warw., 34.
Blad,ena, rivor name, 35 ancl rr.

Cadwoll Farm ancl Caclrvell Covert,,
Cuxham, 10.

Ca,nop, lrrcaning, 9n^
Ceomntene, stream name, 13, 54.
Chartors, tost of genuineness, ix..fl.
Cherwell, original courso, 17.
Chiltern Branch Ridgeways. 105.fl.
Chiltern Ridgeway, 41, 102.
Chilterne, woodland on, 42, 46.
Ciric, Cgr,ic, meaning, 90.
Clare, hamlot noar Watlington, 5[]n.
Oleove Prior, Glouc., 332.
Colwell Brook, noar Witne;r, 32.
" Common " Property, 87.
Comm,uni,s Tena, 52.
Copythorn, 32n.
Cotswold Ridgoway, 71, 94.
Cumnor Eill road, 97.
Cgtel, rrreaning, Sl'n.

Ditton, Surrey, 34.
Domain Land, 6.
Dro,eg, rnearitg, 45n.
Dykes as boundaries, 4ln.

Easington noar Watlington, origin of
name, ll.

Eoto, rneariag, 64n.
Erdington, Warw., 34.
Eshor, Surroy, 34.
Evonlode rivor, change of name, 35tt.

Faga Flora, moaning, 862.
Farms before Enclosure Acts, 6 ar.rd n,

59 and zr,

119

INDEX

zz refers to notes.
-Jefih, streatn name element, 27 ar.d n.
Fi,ldene, meaning, 7n, l0n,2(1.
Fleot, rr:.eaning, 4itn.
Folly Bridge, Oxford road,97n.

Grants in Saxon charters, distlilrution
of datos, 68rc.

Grim's Ditch, 41.

Hago,, roeatir.g, 46.
Hawksley, fn., 76.
Hazelford Mill, 'I'admarton, 70.
Henley Ridgeways, f06 (6is).
H,ina, Gemaere, meaning, 21t2.
Ilockmere Cottages, Cowley, 16.
I{ollandtide Bottom, near Benson, 10.
Hookelltr'ield, fn., Nuncham Courtonay,

42, 53.
Hum,bro, I{umber, stream namo, ir6

and rr,,

Icknielcl Way, 12, ll0/r.
Ingham, vanished name near Crrxham,

ll.

King's right to land, 85a.
Knightsbridge, Shirburn, 47.

Land Tenure, ln,85n.

M aierueg, meaning, 5510.
Marana Clthse,33 ar:.d n..
Mead, 12 and n, 83 and n.
Mickleton, Glouc., 33.
Minor Ancient Roads, 114.fl.

Ock, meaning, 16.
Otteney, island, 24.
Oxford, ancient ford, 97 and l.
OxIord-Besselsleigh road, 97.
Oxford-Faringdon road, 97.
Oxford-London road, 2212, 100 anrl rr.
Oxford, origin of town, 9ti.
Oxford Ridgeway, 9ir.
Oxford-Wantage roatl, 97.
Oxfordshiro Co. By., 17 , 24.

,l'
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Privato Property, 87.

Ray, stroam rl.anl.or 4, 42,
Bidgeways, 93, 105n.
Rod, meaning, 302r,.
Romanieed Roads, 94.
B,oman Road, Alchester to Dorchester,

r08.
Il,oman Vicinal Way, 109.
Ruh, r:r.oa,n;ing,34n.
Russia, fn., Chimney, 13, 14.

Scgdd, meaning, 44n.
Seaig, stream name, 2 and n.
Shilton, near Witney, 82.
Shotover, road over, 22n, l0l.
Shotridge Wood, near Watlington, ,t8.
Sl,o,ep, rneario,g, 4n.
Slaeu, rr,eanirl,tg, 79n,
Slaves, I and n,.
Spelling Variations, mediaoval, 6lrr,.
Spoonloy Copse, Crawloy, 77.
Stoc, rr:.earrirrg, 34n.
Stonor, near Ilenley, 48.
Stratford, significance of name, 12.

Summer Ways, 94.

Termination of Genitive, strong and
wea,k,26n, 46n.

Thame River, original course, 22.
'Iimbor, 27n,41,87.
Towns, origin of, 96n.
Treow, rneaning, 86m.
Trill, stream name, 25 and n,

Village centre of community, 39.

Woel, rneatitg, T4-5,
Waereile, moaning,80.
Wallingford Ridgeway, 104.
Weaveley Farm, 'Iackley, 58.
W ihthull, charter, 61.
JVitangemot and Land Grants, 85ri,.
Witham Iiidgeway, 99.
\Yitney Branch Ridgeway, 98.
Witney Ridgoway, 99.
lVoodland, ownership, 9 and n,, 87.

(See also'Iimber.)
'lVychu,ood Forest, 77.
lV yrtruala, rneaning, 29ri.
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The following are in course of preparation :-

Or.ford,shi,re Wil,ls. Edited by J. H. R,. Waavnn, M.A., -L'.S.A.,' Fellow of Trinity College. To be issued in 1934.
History of Colil Nurton Pri,ory. By R. W. Jorrpnv, lI.A., I'.S.A.,

F.R.Hist.S., Fellow of Brasonose Oollege.
A History of Caaersham. By Miss Sweor,rrc.
A History of Dean Manor. By M. B. Werrs.
Customs of Wi,chwood, Forest of 1455. Edited by the Rcv. H. E.

Ser,rnn, M.A., II.B.A., Fellow of Magdalen College.
Henley Corporation Documents. Edited by Miss Bnruns
The Letters oJ Henry Steaens, Woggunmaster to the Royal Army,

1643-1644.
Cha,rtulnry of the Preceyttory of Sand,ford,-on-Thames.
Feet of Fines, Ouforilsh,i,re (Part II).



RTJIES OF TIIE SOCIETY

I.-The Society shall be called Tsp Oxronosrrmu Rncono
Socrnrv.

II.-The Object of the Society shall be to print and distribute
to subscribers such d.ocuments relating to the history of the County
of Oxford as have not been previously edited; to print other
material relating to the history of the County; and to endeavour
to give advico and assistanco to custodians of historical records
for the care and preservation of such records.

III.-The Annual Subscription shall be half-a-guinea payable
in advance on the first of January. The arunal subscription may
be commuted for a single subscription of Soven Guineas. AJter
200 members have joined the Society an entrance fee of five shillings
may be charged.

IY.-Each mernber of the Society, having paid his or her'
subscription, shall be entitled to a copy of every work produced
by tho Society, and to vote at the general meetings held within the
period subscribed for.

Y.-The Management of the Society shall tre vested in a,

Council consisting of not less than six or more than twenty ordinary
mombers together with the President, Treasurer, Secretary and
Assistaut Secretary as ex officio members, all to be elected at the
Annual General Meeting. Vacancies occurring between the Geueral
Meetings may be filled by the Council itself . Two ordinary members
of the Council shall retiro each year and not be eligible for re-election
within that year.

VI.-A General Meeting of subscribers shall be held aru:.ually
in Oxford to receive the Secretary's report, of the work of the
Society, and the Treasurer's financial statement ; to elect officers
for the ensuing year; and to transact the business of the Society
generally. Notice of any other business to be brought forward
shall be given to tho Secretary in the course of the preceding
December. A special general meeting may be held at any time by
direction of the Council, or on request of not less than ten members
of the Society in writing.

VII.-The Council shall meet at least orce in every year, and
at such other times as may be deemed nocessary by itself. 'Ihree
members, excluding the Treasurer, Secretary and Assistant
Secretary shall form a quorun.

VIII.-These rules may not he amended or altered except at
the Annual Geueral Meeting after seven days' notice to members.



BUEC}ESS AND SON,

PRINTnnS, ABTNODON.




