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INTRODUCTION

GENERAL BACKGROUND

The activities of the Oxfordshire justices of the peace recorded in this
volume took place in the second half of the reign of Richard II. These
years, 1387-1398, were the years of the Merciless Parliament and the
seizure of control of the government by the Appellants, of Richard’s
resumption of authority in 1389, and of the events which shortly led to
his overthrow and death in 1399." These happenings are too familiar to
require amplification here.

Although none of these events is mentioned in the indictments made
before the Oxfordshire justices of the peace, discussion of the justices’
activities and of the cases which came before them requires frequent
reference to the contemporary scene. The more serious offences and the
government’s policy in respect to the appointment of justices of the peace
reflect the unsettled state of the country and the concern of the king and
the commons for improvement in the administration of justice. Although
the success of these efforts cannot be measured by results in one county
what was happening in Oxfordshire contributed to what happened in all
of England.

In the parliament that met at Cambridge in September 1388, following
the Merciless Parliament of the spring of the same year, the commons
among other matters concerned themselves, as they had done for some
years, with the disorders caused by liveried retainers.” Particularly they
complained of the subversion of the legal process by maintenance, i.e.
interference by bands of armed men with the judicial process. This
concern showed itself in a petition relative to the office of justice of the
peace and in legislation that incorporated some of the reforms requested
in the petition.® For the first time the payment of wages to the justices was
authorized: 4s. per day for a justice and 2s. per day for the clerk.* The
justices were admonished to hold their sessions quarterly as required by

'For accounts of the period see: T. F. Tout, Chapters in the Administrative History of
Mediaeval England, iii, iv (Manchester, 1928); May McKisack, The Fourteenth Century
(Oxford, 1959); A. Steel, Richard II (Cambridge, 1941); R. H. Jones, The Royal Policy
of Richard II (Oxford, 1968); J. A. Tuck, Richard II and the English Nobility (London,
1973).

?R. L. Storey, ‘Liveries and Commissions of the Peace, 1388-90,” The Reign of Richard II,
Essays in Honour of May McKisack, ed. by F. R. H. Du Boulay and Caroline M. Barron
(London, 1971), pp. 131-152; J. A. Tuck, ‘The Cambridge Parliament, 1388,” English
Historical Review, Ixxxiv (1969), 226-243.

*12 Richard II, st.1, ¢.10.

*Ibid.; see also 14 Richard II, c.11. Payments were to be made from the proceeds of
sessions; Putnam, Proceedings, p. 1xxix; see also below p. 34.
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the statute of 1362 and commissions were to be reduced to six justices in
addition to the justices of assize.” The continuing interest of the commons
in the maintenance of law and order and Richard’s promise when he
resumed control of the government in May 1389 to promote greater
tranquillity and provide more amply for justice are reflected in the policy
of the government in the next few years towards the office of justice of the
peace. On petition of the commons new commissions were issued for all
counties in July and November 1389 and again in June and December of
1390 and changes were made in personnel designed to increase
efficiency.® In July 1389 the number of justices on the county peace
commissions was reduced in number, the majority like the commissions
for Oxfordshire having eight members; no magnates were named to any
commissions. After the issue of four commissions in two years new
commissions were not generally issued again until 1394.” By the time of
the next general issue of commissions in 1397 the zeal for reform had
given way to the king’s need for political support. Like that for
Oxfordshire these commissions were larger and contained members of
the nobility.® A more detailed study of the Oxfordshire commissions is
made below.

The peace rolls always present a picture of the lawless elements of
medieval society. While this is to be expected, given the nature of the
responsibilities of the justices of the peace, there are in the Oxfordshire
records, in addition to homicides and thefts which were endemic, two
episodes of greater significance; a riot by students at Oxford University in
the spring of 1389 and an insurrection centred in Bampton hundred in the
spring of 1398 when the king was in the west of England after the
dissolution of the Shrewsbury parliament in January 1398.° These two
incidents were more serious and at the same time more symptomatic of
the general unrest throughout the country than were the thefts of cattle
and other goods found in these records as on other peace rolls.

Thus it cannot be said of the material in this volume as it can of that on
some peace rolls that it is unconnected with events of general concern to
the country as a whole. Both in the picture they provide of Oxfordshire at
the end of the fourteenth century and by extension of England, and in
their significance for developments relating to the office of justice of the
peace, these records have importance beyond the details of individual
offences, sessions, and justices. The information on the peace rolls
relating to the sessions held by the Oxfordshire justices of the peace in the

36 Edward II1, st. 1, c. 12.

°C. P. R. 1388-1392, pp. 135 ff. 341 ff.; Storey, op. cit., pp. 136 ff.
'C. P. R. 1391-1396, pp. 434 ff.; Storey, op. cit., p. 151.

8C. P. R. 1396-1399, pp. 227 ft.; Storey, op. cit., pp. 151-152.
“Tout, Chapters, iv, 33 ff.
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last years of Richard II's reign has been supplemented by material from
the records of the justices of gaol delivery and the exchequer. These
details include dates, justices present, and most important the business
done.
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RECORDS OF THE
OXFORDSHIRE JUSTICES OF THE PEACE

The extant records of the Oxfordshire justices of the peace during the
reign of Richard II consist of two short peace rolls, one for 1387, the other
chiefly for 1397-1398. To supplement these rolls there has been included
in this volume a substantial block of material for the years 1389-1398 from
a gaol delivery roll. This material records business done at sessions held
by the Oxfordshire justices of the peace delivering Oxford Castle gaol, by
justices of gaol delivery delivering the same gaol, and by justices
appointed to a special commission to deal with prisoners in the gaol who
were accused of serious crimes. Those tried had been indicted before the
Oxfordshire justices of the peace. Thus there is provided a more
adequate picture of the work of the justices of the peace than is shown on
the two peace rolls alone.

The earlier peace roll, JUST. 1/717, designated Roll A, consists of two
membranes. The first is written on both sides, the second only on one.
The roll records work done by the justices at four sessions held in 1387.
The business of the first, second and fourth sessions is recorded under
appropriate session headings. The work of the third session is mentioned
as a continuation of that of the second. The only recorded business of
these sessions was the trial of offenders who had already been indicted
before the justices of the peace, whether those currently sitting or those
appointed under earlier commissions is not stated. No doubt other
business such as the hearing of indictments was also done although no
formal record of it remains. The roll is in generally good condition except
for a few spots illegible because of damage from stain or damp and seems
to have been prepared with some care. On the first membrane a space was
left for completion of an unfinished entry. Also the clerk entered in
appropriate places the results of subsequent action taken by the justices
of the peace or the justices of gaol delivery.

Why this roll, containing records of finished business, was prepared
and how it came to be preserved are questions not readily answered. It
was not, like other extant peace rolls of this period, compiled in
anticipation of a visit of the king’s bench to the neighbourhood.!
Although the bench sat at Reading in Michaelmas term 1387 there is no
evidence that this roll came before it then or at a subsequent session.
Indeed, since the business recorded on it had been completed the bench
would have had no interest in it. Rather it is suggested that the peace roll
was prepared to show what and how much business the justices had

'Putnam, Proceedings, pp.Ixiv ff.
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completed or attempted to complete in the year 1387. Fines made by
trespassers were noted, and trials of felons and the outlawries of those
who failed to appear for trial were recorded in full. Also the large
percentage of convictions of felons, six of the seven whose trials were
recorded, is unusually high for the justices of the peace, or for any court.
This number would seem to indicate a devotion to duty or a desire to
make a good impression. Thus it may be that these enrolments were
prepared in response to the demands of the Cambridge parliament for the
better administration of justice to show that the justices of the peace in
Oxfordshire had been doing a responsible job.? An order of 20 November
1389 addressed to John Lord Lovell, and instructing him to turn over all
records to Sir Robert Cherlton may have provided the immediate
stimulus for the preparation of the roll.” Similar orders were addressed to
former justices of the peace in thirty-one counties, the three ridings of
Yorkshire, and the three parts of Lincolnshire.* There are also extant on
a peace roll covering the years 1381-1396 for the parts of Lindsey in
Lincolnshire records of trials and outlawries for the years 1382-1385, and
similarly on two of the three extant rolls for Warwickshire for the years
1381-1385 there are records of trials conducted and outlawries reported at
sessions held in 1383-1384.° Although the Lindsey and Warwickshire
rolls also contain records of unfinished business and were before the
king’s bench when it came to Lincoln in Easter term 1396 and to Coventry
in Trinity term 1387 respectively, there is no evidence that the bench
concerned itself with those portions of the rolls which contained finished
business. Probably these enrolments were in the custody of whoever was
responsible for the preparation of records of unfinished business and so
were presented before the bench and taken to London with its other
records. The same is probably true of the two Oxfordshire rolls, the
difference being that enrolments of finished business in Lincolnshire and
Warwickshire were at some time combined with the records of unfinished
business to form the present rolls; those for Oxfordshire remained as two
rolls.® While evidence based on these rolls or portions of rolls is too scanty

2Above pp. 9-10.

3C. C. R. 1389-1392, p. 39. Cherlton was on the commission of 15 July 1389.

‘Ibid., pp. 38 ff. Storey, op. cit., p. 145, suggests that this order indicates a reluctance on
the part of the replaced justices to surrender their records; since justices were under no
obligation to deposit their records, particularly of finished business, this may not have been
$O.

sSome Sessions of the Peace in Lincolnshire, 1381-1396, ed. by Elisabeth G. Kimball
(Lincoln Record Society, 49, 56, 1955, 1962), ii, 115-131; Rolls of the Warwickshire and
Coventry Sessions of the Peace, 1377-1397, ed. by Elisabeth G. Kimball (Dugdale Society,
16, 1939), pp.113-117, 170-177.

The fact that the two rolls were kept separate may explain why one is classified as an
Assize Roll and the other in Ancient Indictments.
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to support a definitive conclusion, it does suggest that in these years
enrolments of finished business were prepared for a purpose other than
that of use by the king’s bench.

The later peace roll, Ancient Indictments (K.B. 9) 99, designated as
Roll B, also consists of two membranes, only the first of which is written
on the dorse. Both membranes are damaged along the left-hand margins.
As a result one of the seven sessions recorded on the roll cannot be dated
and two others can be dated only tentatively. There are twelve lists each
of which contains names of twelve jurors arranged in four or six columns.
Some of the names in the left-hand columns on the fronts of the
membranes cannot be read because of the damage. Missing words in
some of the indictments can be supplied from other entries, from entries
on the king’s bench roll, or from the sense of the entry. The roll records
no completed business but only the indictments of felons and a few
trespassers, common law and economic. The roll was before the king’s
bench when it sat at Oxford in Easter term 1398 and the enrolment was
probably made in anticipation of that visit.” The sessions were not
enrolled in chronological order and no rearrangement of the membranes
will achieve a chronological ordering. It would appear that the
membranes were in their present order when they were before the bench
because in the lists of felons and of trespassers summoned before the
bench for trial the names are in the order in which the indictments appear
on the peace roll.® As these lists contain a few names not found among the
indictments on the peace roll there may have been a third membrane or a
file which has been lost. The unchronological order of the sessions, the
fact that at least one session was held in mid-April 1398, and the generally
rather untidy appearance of the roll, suggest that it was prepared in some
haste for the visit of the bench.’ It was undoubtedly carried to London
with the records of the bench and so preserved. Like the earlier roll it may
record only a portion of the business done by the justices during the brief
period it covers.'”

The session headings on both peace rolls contain the date and the place
of the sessions. Those on Roll A name as present one or more justices
and add the uninformative phrase er socij sui.'' The headings on Roll B

’The sign approximating the letter s at the foot of each membrane indicates that they had
been dealt with in the king’s bench; R. F. Hunnisett, “The Medieval Coroners’ Rolls,’
American Journal of Legal History, iii (1959), 112-113. I am indebted to Mr. John Post for
calling my attention to this reference.

*K. B. 27/548, Rex, m.19.

‘Below p. 33.

"“Below p. 33. On 15 February the Oxfordshire justices of the peace delivered Oxford
Castle gaol and probably held a peace session.

'"Below pp. 60 ff.
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are more explicit listing as present two, three, or four of the local
justices.'?

The gaol delivery material, designated for convenience as Roll C, has
been taken from JUST. 3/180. On this roll which contains sixty-two
membranes, are recorded deliveries of gaols in the counties of the Oxford
or northwestern circuit, Gloucester, Hereford, Oxford, Salop, Stafford,
and Worcester, in the years 1389-1398, by especially appointed justices of
gaol delivery and by justices of the peace acting as justices of gaol
delivery.'?® The entries pertaining to Oxfordshire are on mm. 1-3, 5-15.
Only those cases in which offenders had been indicted before
Oxfordshire justices of the peace have been included. Indictments made
before coroners and officials holding view of frankpledge and before
Berkshire justices of the peace have been omitted.'* The gaol delivery
roll, which was probably prepared by clerks of Justice Sir John Hill, is in
excellent condition; the writing is legible and the entries are generally
consistent in form and wording.'® The session headings name the date
and place of the delivery as well as the gaol. When the justices of gaol
delivery sat the two or three who did so were named. When the justices of
the peace delivered the gaol one justice, who was in every case a justice of
the central courts, was named and the others designated as socij sui,
perhaps because the clerk was unfamiliar with the local men or did not
bother to record their names. It is probable that the description of an
offence on the gaol delivery roll repeated the wording of the indictment as
it had been made before the justices of the peace.

In addition to the session records there were copied on to the gaol
delivery roll six commissions for the delivery of Oxford Castle gaol, two
peace commissions, that of 15 July 1389 and that of 24 December 1390,
and the special commission to deal with prisoners in Oxford Castle gaol
issued on 5 February 1395.'°

Because Roll B and the gaol delivery records contain indictments and
Roll A records of trials there is presented here a fairly comprehensive
picture of certain types of business done by the Oxfordshire justice of the

"“Below pp. 71 ff.

BR. B. Pugh, Imprisonment in Medieval England (Cambridge, 1968), p. 282; Putnam,
Proceedings, p. 42. Berkshire was also included in this circuit, prisoners from it being gaoled
in Oxford Castle (Pugh, op. cit., p. 64).

“For a table of gaol delivery sessions see below Roll C, Appendix.

SPublic Record Office, Lists and Indexes, Supplementary Series, no. 1, List of Various
Common-Law Records (Reprint, New York, 1970), p. 233, n. 4. The footnote mentions
Roll 179 but it is attached to Roll 180; also I have been told by Mr. C. F. A. Meekings that
Roll 180 was probably the work of Hill’s clerks.

“Below pp. 140 ff. The records of this special commission have been included because
several of the men who came before it had previously been before the justices of the
peace.
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peace at the end of Richard II's reign. While records of indictments and
trials of felons are numerous, records of the indictments and trials of
trespassers are scarce. Indicted trespassers were not usually gaoled. If
apprehended they were released after providing pledges for their
appearance. Thus the indictment and trial of trespassers, a large part of
the work of the justices of the peace, is not adequately illustrated.!” On
the other hand, the relations of the justices of the peace with other
agencies of justice, particularly the justices of gaol delivery, are more
fully documented than on rolls which record only indictments. Lastly, the
detailed descriptions of less common offences such as the riot of the
Oxford University students, the Bampton uprising, and other offences of
atreasonable nature, as well as the number of articles of value which were
stolen provide a relief from the assaults and the thefts of horses and oxen
which are so common on many peace rolls.

"The definition of 14th century ‘trespass’ is a most complex problem. The term covers
indictable crimes less serious than felonies, i.e. crimes not punishable by hanging, crimes
which later became misdemeanours.
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COMMISSIONS OF THE PEACE

The Commissions

In the twelve years of the reign of Richard II, 1387-1398, during which the
sessions of the peace for which records are printed in this volume were
held, eight commissions of the peace were issued for Oxfordshire. All but
those of 13 January 1386 and 20 February 1394 were issued at the same
time as commissions for all counties; on 15 July and 10 November 1389,
28 June and 24 December 1390, 18 June 1394, and 12 November 1397.!
The sessions of 1387 recorded on the earlier peace roll were probably held
under the 1386 commission; a gaol delivery held by the justices of the
peace on 18 February 1390, although it follows the enrolment of the
commission of 15 July 1389 on the gaol delivery roll, was presumably held
under the commission of November of that year. The gaol delivery on 14
April 1393 was held under the peace commission of 24 December 1390
also enrolled on the gaol delivery roll. The gaol delivery held by the
justices of the peace on 15 February 1398 and the peace sessions of
1397-1398 were probably held under the peace commission of 12
November 1397. Under which commission the undatable session
recorded on the later peace roll was held cannot be determined. No peace
commission is enrolled on either peace roll.

As Miss Putnam and Miss Sillem have analysed commissions of the
peace in considerable detail only a summary of their contents and of the
powers of the justices is given here.? The format of the peace commission
had become fixed in the later years of the reign of Edward III, only
changes in detail being made necessary by the addition of new statutes
such as the statute of Cambridge of 1388, and by alterations in the powers
given the justices. After the salutation, the justices named were assigned
to keep the peace and enforce the statutes of Winchester, Northampton,
and Westminster (1361-1362), and beginning with the commissions of
June 1390, that of Cambridge. They were to inquire by sworn inquest
concerning felonies and trespasses, including forestalling, regrating,
violations of the labour laws and of the statutes regulating weights and
measures, extortion, and livery and maintenance. The determining
power, i.e. the power to try those indicted for these offences, was granted
in some commissions for all offences; in others it was limited. A quorum

'C. P. R. 1385-1389, p. 82; 1388-1392, pp. 136, 139, 342, 345; 1391-1396, pp. 434, 440;
1396-1399, p. 236. The commissions of 15 July 1389 and 24 December 1390 are printed
below pp. 95-8.

Putnam, Proceedings, pp. xix ff.; Rosamond Sillem, ‘Commissions of the Peace,
1380-1485," Bulletin of the Institute of Historical Research, x (1932-1933), 81-104.
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of two or more named justices, one of whom was to sit, was sometimes
specified in the inquiry clause, sometimes in the determining clause, and
sometimes in both.? Difficult cases such as those involving extortion were
to be tried only in the presence of a justice from one or other bench or of a
justice of assize. Dates and places of sessions were to be fixed by the
justices and the sheriff was to be notified so that he might make the
necessary arrangements including the summoning of jurors. In some
commissions one justice was named to be in charge of the records.”
Only in respect of the power of the justices to try those indicted for
felonies and common-law trespasses does this analysis need reconsidera-
tion. According to Miss Putnam and Miss Sillem the power to try such
offenders was given to the justices in commissions issued between 1362
and 20 December 1382. In the commissions of that date and those of the
next seven years this power was denied them.” This interpretation has
recently been challenged by Mr. J. B. Post who argues that the omission
of felonies and trespasses from the determining clause in these
commissions was accidental. He points out that since the justices were
empowered to try felons and trespassers indicted before their
predecessors and since they were enjoined to hear and determine all
offences falling under the statutes listed in the peace clause which would
include felonies and common-law trespasses, it is unlikely that they were
denied the power to try those whom they themselves had indicted. As
further evidence he cites the trials of felons and trespassers conducted by
the justices of the peace in Warwickshire in 1384 and in Lindsey in 1383
and 1384, the descriptions in the session headings on the Lindsey roll of
the justices as assigned to hear and determine felonies and trespasses and
similar entries on a Cambridgeshire peace roll for 1383, and notations by
chancery clerks of associations of new members with commissions whose

*The members of the quorums of the Oxfordshire peace commissons were: 13 January
1386, Tresilian, Bealknap, R. Abberbury, Cherlton, Barentyn, Rede, Somerton, in the
inquiry clause; Patent Roll, 9 Richard II, part i, m. 32d.

15 July 1389, Cherlton, Hill, in the inquiry clause; below p. 95.

10 November 1389, 28 June, 24 December 1390, Cherlton, Hill, Somerton, Rede, in the
inquiry clause; Cherlton, Hill, to determine felonies; Patent Roll, 13 Richard II, part i, m.
26d.; 14 Richard II, part i, m. 34d.; below pp. 125, 126.

20 February 1394, Cherlton, Hill, Rede, J. Abberbury, in the inquiry clause; Cherlton,
Hill, to determine felonies; Patent Roll, 17 Richard II, part ii, m. 21d.

18 June 1394, Cherlton, Hill, Wilicotes, Rede. to determine felonies; ibid., m. 20d.

12 November 1397, Hill, Huls, Wilicotes, Rede, to determine felonies; ibid., 21 Richard
II, part i, m. 25d.

“Sir Robert Cherlton was named custos rotulorum in the 10 November 1389 commission,
Nicholas Somerton in that of 24 December 1390; ibid., 13 Richard II, part i, m. 26d.;
below p. 121.

SPutnam, Proceedings, pp. xxiv-xxv, xxviii-xxix; Sillem, ‘Commissions of the Peace,” B. I.
H. R., x, 94-95; for the commissions of 20 December 1382 see C. P. R. 1381-1385, pp.
251-255; Kimball, Warws., pp. 152-154.
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members were empowered to hear and determine felonies and
trespasses. He might also have noted that the Cambridgeshire justices
tried an accessory to a felony and that a similarly worded heading appears
on a Gloucestershire peace roll recording a session held in 1384 under a
commission of that year.®

Examples from Oxfordshire may be added. At the sessions of the peace
held in 1387, the justices like their fellows in other counties tried and
convicted felons and trespassers the exact nature of whose offences was
not specified, and they secured the outlawry of others who failed to
appear for trial. In the headings for these sessions the clerk described the
justices as assigned ad diuersa felonias transgressiones et alia malefacta
audienda et terminanda.” And a chancery clerk in a writ associating a new
member with the commission of 1386 described the justices as custodes
pacis et iusticiarios ad diuersa felonias transgressiones et malefacta
audienda et terminanda.®

It would therefore seem that Mr. Post’s interpretation of the powers
granted the justices of the peace in the 20 December 1382 commissions is
the interpretation put on the commissions issued-between 1382 and
November 1389 by those responsible for issuing these commissions and
by those who functioned under them. It seems certain that after full
powers of hearing and determining felonies and trespasses were granted
the justices of the peace in 1368, they were not again deprived of this
authority.

Personnel— Policy

In view of the political shifts of the middle and later years of the reign of
Richard II and the legislation passed by the Cambridge parliament
specifying changes in the personnel of the peace commissions, it will be
well to look at the composition of the Oxfordshire peace commissions to
see what changes were made, whether these changes conformed to the
specifications of the legislation, and whether they were in line with

%J. B. Post, ‘The Peace Commissions of 1382, English Historical Review, xci (1976),
98-101. The examples cited are found in Kimball, Warws., pp. xviii, 113-117, 170-177,
Kimball, Lincs., i, xiv; ii, 115-131; Some Sessions of the Peace in Cambridgeshire in the
Fourteenth Century, 1340, 1380-1383, ed. by Mary M. Taylor (Cambridge Antiquarian
Society, Iv, 1942), pp. Ivii, lviii, 48-49. 52; Rolls of the Gloucestershire Sessions of the Peace,
1361-1 ed. by Elisabeth G. Kimball Transactions of the Bristol and Gloucestershire
Archaeological Society, 62 (1942), p. 100. For a clerk who used the word audienda without
terminanda but headed his record of indictments Placita see Putnam, Proceedings, p. 225.
My discussions of the relevant peace commissions for Warwickshire and Lindsey (Warws.,
Pp. Xvi-xxii; Lincs., i, xii-xv) need revision in the light of Mr. Post’s conclusions. Similarly
the Cambridgeshire justices cannot be accused of exceeding the authority given in their
commissions; Taylor, op. cit., pp. lvii-lviii.

"Below pp. 60, 62, 65, 67.

S8Patent Roll, 9 Richard II, part ii, m. 29d.
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changes in the peace commissions generally. It has been pointed out that
the concern of the Cambridge parliament with the maintenance of law
and order and the king’s promise of better administration of justice led to
the issuing of peace commissions for all counties in July and November
1389 and again in June and December of 1390 at the request of the
Commons. Prof. R. L. Storey has analysed the composition of these
peace commissions in connexion with a study of the statute against livery
and maintenance of 1390. He has pointed out that prior to July 1389 the
last general issue of peace commissions had been made in December
1382, although one or more new commissions, two in the case of
Oxfordshire, had been issued for all but four counties in the intervening
years. The commissions of July 1389 were smaller than previous ones;
they contained eight justices, six representatives of the local community,
two central court justices, and no magnates. These appointments were in
accordance with the statute of Cambridge which specified six justices
exclusive of the justices of assize. The local men were in varying degrees
new appointees. A movement to return to earlier practices, such as larger
commissions, was begun in some of the commissions issued in November
1389 and further changes such as the inclusion of magnates were made in
many of the December 1390 and subsequent commissions.’

We may now consider the changes made in the personnel of the
Oxfordshire peace commissions of January 1386 through November 1397
to see to what extent these changes were in accord with those made for the
country as a whole. The membership of the Oxfordshire commissions for
these years is shown in the accompanying table. The commission of 15
July 1389 and the next five commissions had eight members, two central
court justices and six local men, as did the 15 July commissions for the rest
of the country. In contrast the commission of 1386, like commissions for
other counties, was larger, having thirteen members. A commission of
more than eight men was not issued for Oxfordshire until 1397 when the
appointment of two peers raised the membership to ten.'” The
commissions of 1386 and 1397 each contained two magnates; that of 1386
had three central court justices and six local men. Why no peers were
appointed to the Oxfordshire peace commissions until 1397 although
appointments from this group had been made in other counties as early as
the commission of December 1390 is not clear. Perhaps no member of the
nobility was anxious to re-establish his interest in the county.'" When
peers were again named one appointment went to Lord Lovell who had

°Storey, op. cit., p. 149.
1"The commission of 20 December 1382 had eight members; that of 24 November 1383,
sixteen; C. P. R. 1381-1385, pp. 252, 347.

It may have been because there were no peers with strong family connexions in the
county; V. C. H. Oxon. i (London, 1939), 440 ff.
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22 SESSIONS OF THE PEACE FOR OXFORDSHIRE

been on earlier peace commissions for the county and the other to
Thomas Despenser, earl of Gloucester, a royal favourite.

The changes in membership from among the justices of the central
courts are easily explained. Tresilian had been executed by the Lords
Appellantin 1388, Bealknap was banished in 1388, and Cherlton who had
succeeded Bealknap died in 1396. Hill and Huls, both justices of the
king’s bench, were logical replacements.

The changes in the local men named to the commissions are of greater
significance since it was appointments from this group which were to
mark the government’s concern for greater efficiency in the
administration of justice. Six men from this category were named on the
July 1389 commission, three being carried over from the 1386
commission. Sir Robert Bardolf whose name headed the list on this
commission, on that of November 1389, and on that of June 1390, had
first been appointed justice of the peace for Oxfordshire in 1383. He was
named on all subsequent commissions until 1394, the year before his
death. Continuity of membership was also provided by the appointments
of Thomas Barentyn and Nicholas Somerton both of whom had also been
first appointed to the peace commission in 1383. Barentyn was named on
all subsequent peace commissions issued under Richard II and Somerton
on all commissions through that of December 1390. New appointees to
the July 1389 commission were Sir Thomas Paynell who also was
reappointed in November of that year and in June 1390 but not again until
the next reign; Sir Thomas Poure, reappointed through February 1394;
and Richard Overton who was not reappointed for the county but was
frequently named justice of the peace for the town of Oxford in the last
years of Richard II's reign.

The local men appointed as replacements on the November 1389 and
subsequent commissions either had been members of peace commissions
prior to 1389 or were new men. The delay in reappointing two who had
served earlier perhaps represents some attempt to conform to the
demand for reform. Sir Richard Abberbury, appointed to the
Oxfordshire peace commission in 1383 and again in 1386, was a member
of the king’s entourage who was retired from court in 1388. He was not
reappointed justice of the peace in Oxfordshire until December 1390
when he replaced Paynell; he remained on the commission through 1397,
his name preceding Bardolf’s on three commissions and following those
of the earl of Gloucester and Lord Lovell on that of 1397. John Rede,
appointed November 1389 to replace Overton, had been a member of the
1386 commission; he remained on the commission until his death in
1404.12

2Although a lawyer, Rede was not a central court justice.
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Among men not previously appointed to the Oxfordshire peace
commissions were Sir William Wilicotes, named in June 1394 and
subsequently, John Abberbury, named to the two 1394 commissions, and
John Golafre and John Hilton named in 1397 and subsequently.'? It may
be noted that none of the local men named to the July 1389 commission or
to later commissions had been on the peace commission of December
1382 although a number of them had been named to one or more of the
special commissions appointed in 1381 and 1382 to deal with rebels. Of
the four appointed to or associated with the 1386 commission who were
not again appointed two, Sir Hugh Segrave, a member of Richard IT’s
court with few Oxfordshire connexions, and Walter atte Halle had died
before 1389; of Thomas del Stokes nothing is known; only Sir Gilbert
Wace may have been a casualty of the effort at reform. Although he held
numerous county offices prior to 1387, his name does not appear after
that date.

Thus it would seem that in Oxfordshire a clean sweep of the local men
on the peace commission had been made between 1383 and 1389, that
changes had been begun as early as 1383, and that the commissions of the
remaining years of Richard II's reign did contain a number of new men,
some of whom replaced justices removed by death. Unfortunately too
little is known of many of these men to make it possible to determine why
they were or were not appointed to a given commission.

Personnel— The Justices

Magnates John Lovell, Lord Lovell of Titchmarsh and Holand (d.
1408), succeeded to the title in 1361 and was knighted by 1367. He served
in Ireland, France, and Scotland. Among the first to join Bolingbroke
before his accession as Henry IV, Lovell abandoned Richard in August
1399 after that king’s return from Ireland. Although he was not a
principal landholder in Oxfordshire he was appointed to various
commissions in that county as he was in Berkshire and Wiltshire including
special commissions to deal with rebels in Oxfordshire and Berkshire in
1381 and 1382. He was named first on the Oxfordshire peace commission
of 1386 and second on that of 1397. The position of his name on the 1386
commission explains why the order of 20 November 1389 to transmit the
records to Sir Robert Cherlton was addressed to him and why his is the
one nlzame mentioned in connexion with the peace sessions to be held in
1387.

Amaury de St Amand (d. 1402) who succeeded to the barony of St
Amand in 1381 was a member of the Oxfordshire peace commissions of

13Although a lawyer, Hilton was not a central court justice.

“The Complete Peerage, i-xii, ed. by V. Gibbs etc. (London, 1910-1956), sub nomine;
C. P. R.; C. C. R. 1389-1392, p. 39; below pp. 60, 63, 65. These biographies are not

intended to be complete but to give only enough information to show the type of man
appointed justice of the peace.
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1383 and 1386. He was a royal councillor under both Richard II and
Henry IV and a member of various commissions including peace
commissions in Bedfordshire, Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Oxford-
shire, and Wiltshire. The family held the hundred of Bloxham from 1278
to 1418."

Both Lord Lovell and Lord St Amand were named as the custodians of
the chattels of a felon convicted at the gaol delivery of Oxford Castle gaol
on 30 April 1389. Whether they were present in person and if so, why,
is not known.'® There is no record that either sat as justice of the peace
for Oxfordshire, which seems to have lacked important locally-based
peers.

Thomas Despenser (b. 1373) was for his support of Richard II created
earl of Gloucester in 1397. He deserted the king in 1399 and was one of
those sent to inform Richard of his deposition. He was beheaded by a
mob in Bristol in 1400 when he joined a conspiracy against Henry IV. He
was named on the Oxfordshire peace commission of 1397 and to other
commissions in the counties of the Oxford circuit.!”

Justices of the Central Courts  Sir Robert Bealknap (d. c. 1400) of Kent
was pleading in the upper courts by 1362, was named king’s serjeant in
1366, and in 1374 was appointed chief justice of the court of common
pleas. His departure in 1387 did not save him from being appealed for
high treason in the same year and banished to Ireland with the other
justices in 1388. After his return in 1397 he played no further part in
public affairs. Prior to 1387 he had been appointed to numerous
commissions in counties of the Oxford circuit and elsewhere including the
Oxfordshire peace commission of 1386 and its quorum. There is no
. evidence that he sat as justice of the peace for the county.'

Sir Robert Cherlton, or Charlton (d. 1396), of Shropshire was in 1388
appointed chief justice of the common pleas to succeed Bealknap. He was
named on numerous commissions, chiefly in the counties of the Oxford
circuit including the Oxfordshire peace commissions between 1383 and
his death; he served as a justice of gaol delivery for Oxford Castle gaol
during much of the same period, conducting most of the gaol delivery
sessions and some of the peace sessions at which felons who appeared
before the justices of gaol delivery were indicted. He was named custos

BC. P.; V. C. H. Oxon. vi (1959), 340; ix (1969), 4, 16, 46; C. P. R.

'*Below p. 95, no. 6.

"C. P.; Putnam, Proceedings, p. 422; C. P. R.

"“E. Foss, A Biographical Dictionary of the Judges of England, 1066-1870 (London, 1870),

sub nomine; Putnam, Proceedings, p. 235: Kimball, Gloucs., p. 24; C. P. R.; see above p.
18, n. 3. For Bealknap, Tresilian and Segrave, see D.N.B.
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rotulorum on the peace commission of 10 November 1389 and to the
quorum in all commissions between 1386 and 1394."

Sir John Hill, Hille, or Hull (d. c. 1407), of Devonshire was made a
serjeant-at-law in 1382 and named to the court of king’s bench in 1389. He
was appointed to numerous commissions in counties of the Oxford circuit
and elsewhere between 1388 and 1399, justice of the peace for
Oxfordshire and justice of gaol delivery for Oxford Castle gaol with
Cherlton in 1389 and thereafter. He was named to the quorum in the
peace commissions from 1389 through 1397. He frequently delivered
Oxford Castle gaol and it is thought that his clerks were responsible for
the preparation of Gaol Delivery Roll 180%°.

Hugh Huls (d. 1414) of Cheshire was named a justice of the king’s
bench in 1389 and to numerous commissions in counties of the Oxford
and northern circuits. He was appointed a justice of the peace for
Oxfordshire in 1397 to succeed Cherlton and he also succeeded him as
justice of gaol delivery for Oxford Castle gaol. He sat with Hill in the
latter capacity in February 1397 and no doubt subsequently. He was
named to the quorum in the peace commission of 1397.%'

Sir Robert Tresilian was a Cornishman who had considerable property
in Oxfordshire. A favourite of Richard II, he was appealed for high
treason in 1387 and executed in 1388. He had become a serjeant-at-law in
1377, justice of the king’s bench in 1378, and chief justice in 1381. He was
appointed to numerous commissions including those to suppress rebels
in Oxfordshire. He was a member of the 1386 Oxfordshire peace
commission and of its quorum.?

Gentry: Men with Local Connexions Most of the remainder of those
named to the Oxfordshire peace commissions between 1386 and 1397
were men with county connexions. Some of them served or had served at
court; others were active locally in Oxfordshire or neighbouring counties.
Some were obscure or are difficult to identify because their names were
common or because the same first name belonged to several members of
a family.

John Abberbury, a relative of Sir Richard Abberbury, inherited land at
Adderbury from Walter atte Halle in 1389. Abberbury represented
Oxfordshire in parliament in 1393-1394 and 1396-1397 and was named to

“Foss, Judges, sub nomine; Putnam, Proceedings, p. 401; Kimball, Gloucs., p. 25; Patent
Roll, 13 Richard I1, part i, m. 26d.; C. P. R.; above p. 18, n. 3; below, index, sub nomine.

“Foss, Judges, sub nomine; Putnam, Proceedings, p. 423; Kimball, Gloucs., p. 25;
Shropshire Peace Roll, 1400-1414, ed. by Elisabeth G. Kimbali (Shrewsbury, 1959), p. 21;
C. P. R.; above p. 18, n. 3; below, index, sub nomine.

2IFoss, Judges, sub nomine; Putnam, Proceedings, p. 423; Kimball, Gloucs., p. 26, and
Shropshire, p. 22; C. P. R.; above p. 18, n. 3; below, index, sub nomine.

2Foss, Judges, sub nomine; Putnam, Proceedings, p. 401; C. P. R.; above p. 18, n. 3.
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the county peace commissions of 1394 and to the quorum of the February
commission. He was appointed tax collector in 1401 and 1404. He sat as
justice of the peace for ten days between 1393 and 1397.%

Sir Richard Abberbury (d. by 1401) served the Black Prince and Prince
Richard: he was a chamber knight after Richard became king, the king’s
secretary in 1382, and the queen’s chamberlain in 1383. He was expelled
from court by the Merciless Parliament in 1388. The family took its name
from Adderbury in Oxfordshire and had land in that county at Steeple
Aston. It also had considerable property in Berkshire where in 1386 Sir
Richard was licensed by the king to rebuild Donnington Castle; in 1393 he
founded Donnington Hospital. His wife was the daughter of Chief Justice
Sir William Shareshull. Sir Richard represented Oxfordshire in
parliament in 1373 and 1386. He was named to the Oxfordshire
commissions to suppress rebels in 1381 and 1382 and appointed justice of
the peace for the county in 1383 and 1386, being named to the quorum of
the latter commission. He was omitted from the two commissions of 1389
and that of June 1390 but was reappointed in December 1390, in 1394,
and in 1397, although he had been exempted from further office holding
in 1390. He was also appointed justice of the peace in Berkshire and
Wiltshire. He was named first on the Oxfordshire commissions of
December 1390 and 1394 and immediately after the magnates on that of
1397. He is listed as presiding at three sessions in 1387 and at many of
those mentioned in the gaol delivery records. In 1391 he accounted at the
exchequer for the fines from sessions held in 1386-1388. Whether he sat
after his reappointment is not certain.**

Sir Robert Bardolf (d. 1395) of Mapledurham was squire to Edward I11
and knight of the royal chamber under Richard II. He had land at
Headington and elsewhere in Bullingdon hundred and was related to
Lord Bardolf of Wormegay in Norfolk. He was named to the 1382
commissions to suppress rebels in Oxfordshire and to the commissions of
the peace for the county between 1383 and 1394, being named first on the
commissions of 1389 and June 1390 and immediately after Sir Richard
Abberbury on the next three. According to entries on the gaol delivery
roll he presided at some peace sessions.?

®V. C. H., Oxon. ix, 21; W. R. Williams, The Parliamentary History of the County of

Oxford . . . 1213-1899 (Brecknock, 1899), p. 28; Members of Parliament; Pipe Rolls, 17 and
19 Richard II, Berks., Nova Oblata; C. P. R.; C. C. R.; C. F. R.; above p. 18, n. 3.

#C. C. Brookes, A History of Steeple Aston and Middle Aston (Shipston-on-Stour, 1929),
sub nomine; Tout, Chapters, iv, sub nomine; B. H. Putnam, The Place in Legal History of
Sir William Shareshull (Cambridge Studies in English Legal History, Cambridge, 1950),
p- 12; V. C. H. Berkshire, ii (London, 1907), 93; V. C. H. Oxon. v (1957), 193; vi. 304;
ix. 115; Williams, pp. 24, 27; Members of Parliament; Pipe Roll, 15 Richard II, Berks.,
Nova Oblata; C. P. R.; C. C. R.; above p. 18, n. 3; below, index, sub nomine.

“Tout, Chapters, iv. 344, V. C. H. Oxon. v. 171;vi. 74, 316; C. P. R.; C. C. R.; below,
index, sub nomine. Bardolf and Golafre were retained by Richard II for life.
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Thomas Barentyn, or Barantyn (d. 1399), of Chinnor, Little Haseley,
and Chalgrove in Ewelme hundred was one of those who bore much of
the burden of local government in Oxfordshire. He frequently served as
knight of the shire from 1387 until his death, was named sheriff of
Oxfordshire and Berkshire four times, in 1378, 1382, 1386, and 1394,
escheator in 1388 and 1392, and to various commissions of array and
inquiry for the county. He was appointed to all the Oxfordshire peace
commissions from 1383 until his death, to the quorum of the 1386
commission, and to the special commissions to suppress rebels in 1382.
He sat as justice of the peace in 1387, for thirteen days between March
1393 and October 1396, and in 1397 and 1398. He accounted at the
exchequer for the receipts from fines for sessions in 1389.%°

John Golafre (d. 1442) is not to be confused with his cousin, also John,
who died in 1396. The family had land at Beckley and Fifield in
Oxfordshire and also in Berkshire. Golafre was a member of the
committee of the Shrewsbury parliament of 1398 appointed to handle
petitions and the dispute between the dukes of Hereford and Norfolk. He
was sheriff of Oxfordshire and Berkshire in 1397-1398 and again in the
fifteenth century, escheator in 1409, and knight of the shire for
Oxfordshire in 1397 and for Berkshire in the reign of Henry IV. He was
named to the Oxfordshire peace commissions of 1397 and 1399 and later
to peace commissions in Berkshire. He sat at least twice for Oxfordshire
in 1397-1398.%

Walter atte Halle (d. by 1389) had land at Adderbury in Oxfordshire
which, as has been said, was inherited by John Abberbury. Halle was
appointed to the Oxfordshire peace commission of 1383 and to that of
1386, and was named on two of the special commissions of 1382 to
suppress rebels. Otherwise nothing is known of him.*®

John Hilton, or Hulton (d. after 1412), who became prothonotary or
chief clerk of the king’s bench in 1388, was a landholder in Oxfordshire
and had other local connections. He was named justice of the peace for
Oxfordshire in 1397 and under Henry I'V. He sat at least four times under
the 1397 commission.*’

Richard Overton (d. c. 1409) had land in Oxfordshire, Berkshire, and
Buckinghamshire and was steward of the manor of Cookham in

V. C. H. Oxon. viii (1964), 61, 62, 152; Williams, pp. 27-28; Members of Parliament; List
of Sheriffs; List of Escheators; Pipe Rolls, 14, 17, 18 and 19 Richard II, Berks., Nova
Oblata; C. P. R.; C. C. R.; above p. 18, n. 3; below, index, sub nomine.

YTout, Chapters, iv, 38; V. C. H. Oxon. v. 62; Williams, p. 28; Members of Parliament;
List of Sheriffs; List of Escheators; C. P. R.; C. C. R.; C. F. R.; below; index, sub nomine.

By C. H. Oxon. ix, 21; C. P. R.; C. C. R.

»J_ B. Post, ‘King’s Bench Clerks in the Reign of Richard IT’, B.I. H.R. xlvii, 159-60. (Iam
grateful to Mr. Post for letting me see this article in manuscript); C. P. R.; C. C. R.; C.F. R.;
below, index, sub nomine.
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Berkshire. He was named justice of the peace for Berkshire in 1385, for
Buckinghamshire in 1389, 1394, 1395, and 1397, and for Oxfordshire in
the commission of 15 July 1389. He was also named on various peace
commissions for the town of Oxford and on numerous other commissions
for both town and county including that of 16 July 1392 to deliver Oxford
Castle gaol.*

Sir Thomas Paynell (d. by 1410) who held land at Ufton in Berkshire is
not known to have had any landed interest in Oxfordshire. He was named
to the commissions to deal with rebels in Oxfordshire in 1382 although he
protested that he did not receive that of 8 March, and justice of the peace
for the shire twice in 1389 and on the commission of June 1390; he was not
reappointed until 1399. He was knight of the shire for Oxfordshire in
1392-1393 and he was also named to various other commissions.
According to the gaol delivery records he presided at some Oxfordshire
peace sessions.”!

Sir Thomas Poure, or Power (d. 1398), had land at Black Bourton and
Wendlebury in Oxfordshire. He was named justice of the peace for the
county in 1389, 1390, and 1394 and sat five days between March 1393 and
March 1394 and probably earlier as he accounted at the exchequer for
fines collected at sessions held between 1390 and 1393 and was named in
the gaol delivery records.*

John Rede (d. 1404) was a lawyer whose wife held land at Checkendon
and Stoke Marmion in Oxfordshire. He had represented Oxfordshire in
parliament in 1388 and 1391 and was made a serjeant-at-law in 1396. He
was appointed justice of the peace for Oxfordshire in 1386, omitted from
the commission of July 1389 but reappointed in November of that year
and thereafter until his death. He was a member of the quorum of some of
these commissions and sat in 1387, for nineteen days between March 1393
and October 1396, and in 1397-1398. He was also appointed justice of the
peace in Buckinghamshire and for the town of Oxford, on commissions to
deliver Oxford Castle gaol in 1392 and 1394, and on the special
commission of 1395 to deal with prisoners in the gaol. He sat at the single
recorded session of that commission. His legal training no doubt
accounted for some of these appointments.>”

Sir Hugh Segrave (d. 1386 or 1387) was a person of considerable
prominence having been comptroller of the wardrobe 1360-1368, steward

0e P RGC.C. R € B R

'W. C. H. Berks, iii (1903), 441; Williams, p. 28; Members of Parliament; C. P. R.;
C. C. R.; C. F. R.; below, index, sub nomine.

2V. C. H. Oxon. vi, 82, 340; Pipe Rolls, 15, 16 and 17 Richard II, Berks, Nova Oblata;
C. P.R.;C.C.R.;C. F. R.;below, index, sub nomine.

*Boarstall Cartulary, ed. by H. E. Salter (Oxford Historical Society, Ixxxviii, 1930), pp.

Pipe Rolls 17, 18 and 19 Richard II, Berks, Nova Oblata; C. P. R.; C. C. R.; above p. 18,
n. 3; below, index, sub nomine.
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of the household of the Black Prince and of Richard II until 1381, one of
the negotiators of Richard’s marriage with Anne of Bohemia, treasurer
of England 1381-1386, and temporarily keeper of the great seal in 1381.
He was named to numerous commissions including the Oxfordshire
peace commission of 1386 and the commissions to suppress rebels in 1381
and 1382. These appointments were no doubt due to his position at court,
although his family had land in Oxfordshire.**

Nicholas Somerton had land at Deddington in Oxfordshire. He was
named justice of the peace for the county in 1377 and 1378 and again from
1383 to 1390, being on the quorum of various commissions and custos
rotulorum on the commission of December 1390. He was also a member
of the commissions to suppress rebels in Oxfordshire in 1382. He sat at
sessions of the peace held in 1387. He appears to have been still alive in
1401 but nothing is known of his activities in his later years.*

Thomas del Stokes who had land at Shelswell was associated with the
1386 Oxfordshire peace commission but seems not to have been named to
serve the county or elsewhere in any other capacity. Since his name was a
common one identification is uncertain.™

Sir Gilbert Wace (d. by 1409) of Ewelme served Oxfordshire in
numerous capacities until 1387. After that date his name does not appear
although it was not until 1398 that he was reported too sick and old to
serve. Previously he had been knight of the shire for Oxfordshire nine
times between 1372 and 1386, sheriff of Oxfordshire and Berkshire four
times between 1371 and 1387, and also coroner, escheator, tax collector,
and a member of numerous commissions. He was named justice of the
peace for Oxfordshire in 1377, 1378, 1383, and 1386 and on the
commissions of 1381 and 1382 to suppress rebels. He sat as justice of the
peace in 1387 and according to the gaol delivery records presided at some
peace sessions.”’

Sir William Wilicotes, Wilcotes, Wilecotes, or Wylicotes (d. c. 1412),
had land at Woodperry, Headington, and North Leigh in Oxfordshire, at
Willicote and elsewhere in Gloucestershire, and in Worcestershire. In
1407 he was appointed custodian of the royal park at Cornbury in
Oxfordshire. He served as knight of the shire for Oxfordshire eight times
between 1385 and 1410, was sheriff of Oxfordshire and Berkshire in 1392
and 1399, and was appointed justice of the peace for Oxfordshire almost
continuously from June 1394 until his death. He was also named to the
special commission of 5 February 1395 to try prisoners in Oxford Castle
gaol. He was on the quorum of the June 1394 and the 1397 peace

*Kimball, Warws., pp. xxxix-xl; C. P. R.; V. C. H. Oxon. x (1972), 177, 213.

sC. P. R.; C. C. R.; above p. 18, n. 3; below pp. 62, 65, 67.

%y, C. H. Oxon. vi, 286; C. P. R.; C. C. R.

Sy, C. H. Oxon. vii (1962), 60; Williams, pp. 23 ff.; Members of Parliament; Lists of
Sheriffs; List of Escheators; C. P. R.; C. C. R.; below, index, sub nomine.
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commissions; he sat nine days between December 1394 and October
1396, at sessions held in 1397-1398, and probably at other times,
according to the gaol delivery records. He accounted at the exchequer for
fines collected at sessions in the later years of Richard II's reign.’®

The Justices of Gaol Delivery

Brief mention may be made of the men appointed justices of gaol delivery
and members of the special commission of 1395 who were not also named
as justices of the peace.

Twelve commissions for the delivery of Oxford Castle gaol were issued
between 1389 and 1398 to two, three, or in one instance five men. These
commissions contained one justice from one of the central courts and
frequently, two. These men, Cherlton, Hill, and Huls, were at the same
time members of the county peace commission. Two other men
occasionally sent to deliver Oxford Castle gaol were probably lawyers
although their identification is not certain. Henry Brown, a clerk in the
court of common pleas, was named as the third member on five
commissions; he sat once with Cherlton and Hill and once with
Woderove. That he was a lawyer is suggested by these appointments and
by the fact that a Henry Brown was appointed justice of assize for the
counties of the Oxford circuit and to commissions in the counties of that
circuit. His name is too common to permit precise identification.?® John
Woderove was appointed to deliver Oxford Castle gaol in 1396 and sat at
least once. That there was more than one man of this name is suggested by
the designations, of Oxfordshire and of Yorkshire. A John Woderove
was pleading in the upper courts by 1388-1389, was named justice of
assize for the counties of the Oxford and midland circuits, and justice of
the peace in several jurisdictions including the East and West Ridings of
Yorkshire. How many bore this name is not known.*’

Among the local men occasionally named to gaol delivery commissions
were John Rede and Richard Overton who were also justices of the peace
for Oxfordshire, and Lawrence Dru of Berkshire, chief clerk of the court
of common pleas, who was a justice of the peace for that county.*!

Four of the five members of the special commission of February 1395
were also justices of the peace for Oxfordshire, Cherlton, Hill, Rede, and

¥F. N. Macnamara, ‘The Wilcotes Family,” Berks., Bucks., and Oxon. Archaeological
Journal, iii (1897-1898), 97-107; V. C. H. Oxon. v. 161, 286; Williams, pp. 27 ff.; Members

of Parliament; List of Sheriffs; Pipe Rolls, 19 and 21 Richard II, Berks., Nova Oblata;
C. P.R.; C. C. R.; above, p. 18, n. 3; below, index, sub nomine.

*P.R.0., Lists and Indexes, Supplementary Series, no. I, Gaol Delivery Rolls and Files,
Index of Justices, sub nomine; C. P. R.; below pp. 155, 156.

“Putnam, Proceedings, p. 464; P. R. O., Lists and Indexes, Supplementary Series, no. I,
Gaol Delivery Rolls and Files, Index of Justices, sub nomine; below pp. 156.

“' Members of Parliament; C. P. R.; below pp. 155, 156.
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Wilicotes. The fifth member was John Cassy (d. by 1400) of Deerhurst in
Gloucestershire. He had been made chief baron of the exchequer and
justice for South Wales in 1389 and was named on numerous
commissions. He sat with John Rede at the one recorded session of the
special commission.*?

“Putnam, Proceedings, p. 422; Kimball, Gloucs., p. 24; P. R. O. Lists and Indexes,
Supplementary Series, no. I, Gaol Delivery Rolls and Files, Index of Justices, sub nomine;
C. P. R.; below p. 139.
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THE SESSIONS OF THE PEACE

The records printed in this volume contain uneven information about the
dates and places at which sessions of the peace were held in Oxfordshire
in the last ten years of the reign of Richard II and about the justices
present at these sessions. About the work of the justices there is more
information. Additional details are provided by entries on the Pipe Rolls
and other Exchequer records.

The Dates, Places, and Justices Present

No table of sessions of the peace held in the years 1387-1398 can be
drawn up. Only for one year, 1387, is there full information about four
general sessions. For some of the sessions held in 1397 and 1398 full
information is lacking because the manuscripts have been damaged. For
sessions in the years between details are mostly wanting, although there is
considerable evidence that sessions were held in these years. About the
justices who sat the information varies. If the clerk listed several justices
by name in the session heading, they probably sat. If he listed one name
followed by socij sui, that justice if a local man may have sat. If he was the
man named first on the commission, he may or may not have done so.

By a statute of 1362 the justices of the peace were required to sit four
times a year, during the week of 6-13 January, during the second week of
Lent, between Whitsunday and 24 June, and during the week of 29
September — 6 October. These sessions were presumably general sessions
at which the justices did such business as trying offenders.' Only for 1387
is it known that four sessions of this type were held by the Oxfordshire
justices of the peace.

Dates Place Justices Present Reference
Statutory Actual
6-13 January 24 January Burford  Sir Richard Abberbury:  Below p. 60
socij sui
27 February- 26 March Banbury  Sir Richard Abberbury;  Below p. 62
6 March Nicholas Somerton;
socij sui
26 May-24 June 29 July Burford ~ ?Lord John Lovell; Below p. 63
socij sui
29 September- 19 September  Oxford Sir Richard Abberbury;  Below p. 65
6 October Sir Gilbert Wace;
Thomas Barentyn;
John Rede;
Nicholas Somerton;
socij sui

There is no formal enrolment of the business done at the 29 July session,

'36 Edward III, st.1, c. 12; Putnam, Proceedings, p. xcvi.
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reference to it having been made in the reports of the proceedings which
appear in connexion with the completion of business begun at the session
of 26 March. It seems unlikely that Lord Lovell sat; he was probably
named because his name led the list in the commission. While none of
these sessions was held within a statutory period, the dates would suggest
an intention to hold four sessions annually at regular intervals.

In 1397-1398 sessions at which the justices heard presentments and
tried trespassers were held as follows:?

Date Place Justices Present
1397 15 January Sir William Wilicotes; John Rede;
John Abberbury
17 January The same justices
26 March Sir William Wilicotes; Thomas Barentyn;
John Rede
2 May Sir William Wilicotes; Thomas Barentyn;
John Rede; John Abberbury
3 May Sir William Wilicotes; John Rede;
John Abberbury
Friday (Easter term)
[torn] Sir William Wilicotes; Thomas Barentyn;
John Rede
Wednesday (Trinity term)
[torn] Sir William Wilicotes; John Rede
10 December ~ Oxford Sir William Wilicotes; John Rede
22 December ~ Witney Sir William Wilicotes; John Hilton
1398 9 January The same justices
?15 February ~ Oxford Sir William Wilicotes; Thomas Barentyn
John Rede; John Hilton
11 March Henley Thomas Barentyn; John Rede
79 April Woodstock  Sir William Wilicotes; John Golafre; John Hilton
15 April Thame Aforenamed justices: Thomas Barentyn; John Rede

The dates of two of these sessions, 15 February and 9 April are
questioned because words are missing in the session headings due to
damage to the roll. If the suggested date of 15 February for the session at
Oxford is correct, it coincided with the delivery of Oxford Castle gaol on
that date by the justices of the peace, Sir John Hill and fellows. If so it was
probably part of a general session at which separate groups of justices

*The main source for this table is E101/582/45, a single membrane in the class entitled
Sheriffs” Administrative Accounts. It contains an accounting by the sheriff, John Golafre,
for 20-21 Richard IT (1397-1398) preparatory to paying the wages of the Oxfordshire justices
of the peace for ten sessions held in 1397 and January 1398. After the sum available,
presumably from fines, is noted the sessions with the justices sitting at each are listed by law
terms, three sessions in Hilary, Easter, and Michaelmas, and one in Trinity. It is assumed
that at some if not all of these sessions the justices tried and convicted trespassers. The
sessions held in January and May may have been general sessions. The two December
sessions also appear on Roll B; that other sessions do not also appear there may be because
no unfinished business remained from them or because a membrane once part of Roll B has
been lost.
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conducted different types of business. The gaol was delivered on Friday
the morrow of the feast of St Valentine, 15 February.® The peace session
was held on the Friday proximo . . . the feast of St Peter ex cathedra, 22
February, which in 1398 fell on a Friday. If the missing word after
proximo is ante, the peace session was held on 15 February, the same day
as the delivery of the gaol; if the word is post, on 1 March. Inasmuch as
one of the offenders tried by the justices delivering the gaol was indicted
at the peace session, the later cannot postdate the former and must have
coincided with it. The session held at Woodstock has been dated, 9 April,
because the missing word is assumed to be pasche, there not being space
in the manuscript for a longer designation such as a saint’s day. As the
latest offence presented at the session was committed on 6 April and the
roll was before the king’s bench sitting at Oxford in Easter term 9 April is
a reasonable date, the more so because at it were presented offenders
accused of the riot at Bampton on 31 March.

That the Oxfordshire justices of the peace were busy during the years
between 1387 and 1397 is amply attested although but two sessions can be
dated. On 18 February 1390 and 14 April 1393 the justices of the peace sat
at Oxford to deliver the castle gaol.* The presiding justice at one session
was Sir Robert Cherlton; at the other he was Sir John Hill; associates
were not named. Thomas Barentyn and John Rede sat at Oxford to hear
indictments in February of a year that cannot be determined because of
damage to the roll.> That Sir Richard Abberbury, Sir Robert Bardolf,
Cherlton, Sir Thomas Paynell, Sir Thomas Poure, Sir Gilbert Wace, and
Sir William Wilicotes probably presided at sessions at which
presentments were made is indicated in the reports of indictments made
to the justices of gaol delivery.® The name of one justice was given but no
date or place of session. Those at which Cherlton presided may have been
held in Oxford when he was there to deliver the castle gaol.

Entries on the Pipe Rolls show that during these years the Oxfordshire
justices of the peace tried trespassers. Between 1386 and 1397 Sir Richard
Abberbury, Barentyn, Poure, Rede, and Wilicotes accounted for
approximately £200 in fines. The sum for 1386-1387 probably included
the profits of the 1387 sessions at which fines are known to have been
made by eight trespassers. As one half of the total amount was collected
in the year 1389-1390, it may not represent all of the fines for these years.’
Fines were also collected at some or all of the sessions held in 1397 and
January 1398.

‘Below pp. 152 ff.

‘Below pp. 97, 124.

‘Below p. 78.

*Below, index, sub nomine.

Pipe Rolls, 14-19 and 21 Richard II, Berks, Nova Oblata; below p. 49.
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Further and more specific evidence about the justices who sat during
these years is available for two periods. The statute of Cambridge of 1388
provided that the justices of the peace should be paid 4s. a day for their
service and their clerk, 2s.® Between 18 March 1393 and 31 March 1394
payment was made to four Oxfordshire justices for a total of twenty-one
days: Poure for five, Barentyn for six, Rede for nine, and John
Abberbury for one. The clerk, William Felmersham, was paid for nine
days. The justices had sat at diverse places in the county.® During
twenty-two months, 11 December 1394 through 3 October 1396, four
justices were paid for a total of thirty-one days and the clerk for eleven.
The justices were Wilicotes, nine days. Barentyn, seven, Rede, ten, and
John Abberbury, five. 10Whether the clerk attended all sessions so that in
the first period nine were held and in the second, eleven, is not certain.
From this evidence it would appear that the pattern of more than four
sessions a year held in different towns in the county which is exhibited on
the later peace roll and in the sheriff’s accounting was one commonly
followed by the Oxfordshire justices of the peace.

" While this information is sketchy, if put together with what is certainly
known, it shows that the Oxfordshire justices of the peace at the end of
the fourteenth century were sitting fairly regularly at different places
throughout the county to hear indictments and try offenders and that the
work was done by the local men with some assistance from the justices of
the central courts who were members of the commission. In the early
years Sir Richard Abberbury seems to have been the responsible justice,
Sir Thomas Poure in the middle years, and Sir William Wilicotes at the
end of the period. The records do not show that Nicholas Somerton,
named custos rotulorum in the 24 December 1390 commission, either
presided at sessions or accounted for fines at the exchequer.

The Work of the Sessions

The major business undertaken by the justices of the peace at their
sessions throughout the fourteenth century as later was the hearing of
presentments of offenders made by local juries. That the Oxfordshire
Justices of the peace were actively engaged in this task is fully illustrated
in the records in this volume. The entries on the later roll consist entirely
of undetermined indictments. Those offenders tried before the justices of
the peace in 1387 and by the justices of gaol delivery between 1389 and
1398 had been indicted before the justices of the peace.!'

#12 Richard II, c. 10.
°Pipe Roll, 17 Richard II, Berks, Nova Oblata.

"“Ibid., 19 Richard II, Berks, Nova Oblata. Indentures for these payments are in
E101/582/44, mm. 1, 2

""Below Roll A., passim; Roll C, passim.
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Another task performed by the justices was the trial of indicted
offenders. This function is illustrated in detail on the earlier peace roll,"
which because it was prepared with care also provides an excellent picture
for the year covered of how the justices went about trying offenders and
of how they worked with the sheriff and the justices of gaol delivery.

At the first session of the year, held on 24 January at Burford, twenty
indicted felons were to be produced for trial by the sheriff, Thomas
Barentyn, who was in this year a justice of the peace. 13 Barentyn reported
that six of those summoned were in Oxford Castle gaol and that the
remainder could not be found. He was ordered to produce the missing
offenders at the next session to be held at Banbury on 26 March. It was
noted that the justices of gaol delivery had acquitted four of the six in
custody and sentenced the other two to be hanged. Barentyn was also
ordered to produce eleven men indicted for unspecified trespasses; seven
of these came and made fines; the remaining four were to appear at
Banbury on 26 March.

At that session the four trespassers did not appear, nor did five others
summoned because they had been indicted for violations of the labour
legislation. A sixth so indicted came and made a fine. The sheriff was
ordered to produce the nine delinquents but as the entry breaks off at this
point whether he did is not known. Eleven of the fourteen felons who had
not appeared at the January session again failed to come and the sheriff
was instructed to investigate whether they possessed any chattels and to
start outlawry proceedings in the county court against all except one who
was reported to be in Oxford Castle gaol. They were, in any case,
summoned to appear before the justices of the peace at their next session
at Burford on 29 July. It was noted that at this session the sheriff reported
that the outlawry of the nine men and the waiver of the one woman had
been completed at the required five county courts held one in April, two
in May, and one each in June and July. The eleventh offender, John
Grenelef, who appeared and indicated he was ready to stand trial, was
sent to prison in the custody of the sheriff. The coroners were notified of
the outlawries and inquiry concerning chattels was continued. At this
same 26 March session six other indicted felons were summoned; four
failed to come and were ordered to appear at Burford on 29 July; the
other two were reported to be in the castle gaol. Of the four who failed to
come nothing further was recorded ; presumably if they did not appear
they were outlawed. The two in gaol were probably tried by the justices of
gaol delivery.

At the 19 September session at Oxford seven felons were tried.

ZAbove p. 12.

BBelow Roll A, passim. Sheriffs were usually named in November and