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THE

CHURCH BELTS OF OXFORDSHIRE
By

FREI)ERICK.SHARPE.

PART I

During the past one hundred years several attempts have
been made to survey the bells of Oxfordshire, now the last county
in southern England to have its campanological history written.
The earliest writer on the subject, the Rev. W. C. Lukis, included
brief descriptions of the bells in some two dozen Oxfordshire
towers in his well-known book,1 published in 1857, and during the
last quarter of the nineteenth century the Rev. T. A. Turner, and
Mr. A. D. Tyssen visited a number of parishes in the county
making excellent collections of rubbings of bell inscriptions which
are now in the library of The Society of Antiquaries of London.
In the early years of ihe present century the older collections were
augmented as a result of investigations by Messrs. A. H. Cocks
and H. B. Walters. The latter, who received valuable assistance
from the Rev. P. G. Espinasse and Mr. L. H. Chambers, also
collated the notes made by previous workers, and our present
knowledge of comparative campanology is mainly due to his pains-
taking and accurate research. Nothing approaching a complete
survey of Oxfordshire bells, however, had been achieved ; and in
many instances although bell inscriptions were recordecl, no details
of founders' marks, lettering, mouldings, dimensions, weights,
tuning and gear were available.

By reason of his association with Caversfield Churc'h, where
hangs the oldest dateable inscribed bell so far discovered in Eng-
land, and encouraged by Mr. Walters whose advice was often
sought and freely given, the present writer became interested in
campanology in the early "twenties," and published an account
of "The Church Bells of The Rural Deanery of Bicester,, in rg3z.
He then proceeded to investigate the contents of the belfries in [he
remainder of the co,nty, intending at the time to publish separate

1 W. C. Lakis, An Account of Church Bells, 1857, pp. 89-94



1. THE CHURCH BELLS OF OXF'ORDSHIRE

accounts of each Rural Deanery, but this work had to be postponed
while surveys of the bells of Berkshire and Radnorshire were

undertaken.
In ;947 the Oxfordshire. Record Society offered to publish

the present work, and the survey was resumed ; it has entailed a

visit to almost every parish, besides numerous journeys to the

leading bellfoundries, the owners of whom have helped greatly in
affording the writer free access to their business records, some of

them extending back several centuries. The Society of Anti-
quaries kindly placed Mr. Walters' collection of notes at the

author's disposil and in one respect they have proved of especial

value : during the past century a great many bells have been

recast, and our only knowledge of these comes from the notes

made by previous investigators.

Insertption
Boia.)foist.

n

Lip on

FI of cloppen
l'ig. r. Diagram illustrating technical terms.

Lack of space prevents any discourse here on the origin and

development of beils, but on these subjects the works of Messrs.

Cocks, North, Raven, and Walters are well-known, and the
iuthor recently dealt with them in the light of modern discoveries
in the introduction to his book on Radnorsirire bells. For the bene-

fit of those unfamiliar with the art oI campanology there are

diagrams illustrating bells and gear on Pages 4 and 7.
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THE CHURCH BELLS OF OXFORDSHIRE 5

The parishes and chapelries in the county have been arranged
in alphabetical order, and under these headings will be found par-
ticulars of the bells and their inscriptions. Details of a few bells,
difficult of access, have had to be omitted as it is not always easy
or possible to hire the ladders or scaffolding required to reach
them. Some turret bells have been examined from the ground
through field-glasses.

Unless otherwise stated, the inscriptions commence in the
"band" below the "shoulder" of the bell, and the end of each,
line is denoted by an oblique stroke:-/. An inscription on the
"waist" of a bell is recorded after that occupying the normal in-
scription band. Founders' errors such as speliing mistakes, faulty
grammar, and letters reversed, inverted, or omitted, are common
in bell inscriptions, and are reproduced in the text as they are
found on the bells. It is impossible to reproduce here in facsimile
the many types of lettering useC by bellfounders, but two different
sets of type are used in the text, one to denote Gothic, and the
other Roman lettering. Illustrations of founders' marks and scale

drawings of portions of some inscriptions are included, and will
form evidence for dating bells which do not bear their makers'
names.

The diameters and "strike-notes"' of tenor bells are given ;

and unless stated to the contrary it is to be understood that in

1 The souncl of a trell is built up of a series of tones, which are formed by
the vibrations of difierent parts of the bell, and collectively produce
the whole sound given out when the bell is struck and the loud-
sounding "strike-note" and its accessories are created. Within certain
narrow limits some of these tones, known as "partial-tones," may t,le

tuned independently of others. The strike-note, rvhich may (or may
not) have another corresponding partial-tone in the bell, appears to
be governed by one of them, known as the "nominal"; and when,
for instance, the pitch of the nominal is lowered the strike-note is
altered a1so. The five most important partial-tones are the hum-note,
{undamental, tierce, quint, and nominal, and arq all of different
strength, or intensity. The hum-note may be anything {rom a seventh
to an octave belorv the strike-note ; in a correctly tuned belI the fun-
damental should coincide with the strike-note ; according to the shape
of the beli the tierce may be either a minor or a major third above
the strike-note ; the quint is a fifth and the nominal an octave above
the strike-note. For further details see F. Sharpe, The Church Belts ol
Radnorsltire, pp. 4-6.
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each "ring"l the strike-notes of the bells are tuned diatonically
in a major scale, that of the tenor being the keynote.

If known, the exact weights of the bells are recorded ; in other
instances approximate weights are given. The latter have been
calculated from the dimensions and strike-notes of the bells, a

method which produces a good approximate guide to their
weights.'? Where a list includes both actual and approximate
weights the latter are marked thus :-{. Wherever possible the
rveights given in the text have been checked with the records of
the leading bellfounders, to whom many thanks are due.

In order to avoid the constant repetition of technical details a
schedule of the various types of bell fittings and gear has been
compiled, and will be found on page B : references to it occur
in the text. Bells without canons are denoted by the sign :-f
and canonless rings are similarly marked.

In the Public Record Ofhce are Inventories of Goods belong'
ing to various Oxfordshire Churches taken in the sixth and seventh
yeirs of the reign of King Edward VI". They were transcribed by
Mr. T. Craib, edited by Dr. Rose Graham, and published by the
Oxfordshire Record Society in 1919. Extractsrelatrng to beilstaken
from the pubiished account of these inventories are given at the
end of the notes on the parishes to which they refer. Quotations
are also given from the eighteenth century manuscripts o{ Browne
Wiilis and Dr. Rawlinson, now in the Bodleian Library at
Oxford.

Alterations are frequentiy made to bells and their gear, and
restoration work may compietely change the character of a ring or
alter the position of a bell in it. At the end of the notes on each

r A set of be1ls hung for ringing is termed a "ring," and similarlv if hung
for chiming is called a "chime." A "peal" is an item of bell music.
A ring may consist of either three, four, five, six, eight, ten, or tu'e1ve
bells, and in each ring the trell with the highest strike-note is termed
the "treble," "and the deepest-toned bell is known as the "tenor";
the other be1ls are called "midd1e" or "inside" bells, and, counting the
treble as one, are numbered in order of size. Tenor belis vary in
weight from a {ew cwt. in small rings to such large be1ls as the tenors
at St. Paul's Cathedral, I-ondon (62 cwt.), Exeter Cathedr:rl (72|
crvt.), and Liverpool Cathedrai (82 cwt.). A beIl, hung for ringing,
mav also be chimed in the traditional manner without any alteration
to its gear: a bell hung solely {or chiming cannot lre rung.

r No reliance should be placed on local traditions regarding rveights o{
bells, as almost invariably it u.ill be fouud that these are greatly
exaggerated.

r| i.e. in the years r55z-3.
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parish, therefore, the date of the survey is given, together with the
initials of the person who made it, or from whom the in{ormation
was obtained.
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Fig. z. Diagram illustrating technical terms.

A later chapter will give a list of the founders who cast the
bells, with details of their dates, localities, founders' marks, and
references. A fuller account will be given of the Oxfordshire bell-
founders and their work.

It is not proposed to discuss actual ringing performances,
except when, as for instance at Christ Church Cathedral, the ring_
ing records are of historical importance.
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8 THE CHI]RCH BELI-S OF OXPORDSHIRE

SCHEDULE
of types of bell fittings and gear

Typ.

A. Elm headstocks. Strap gudgeons. Brass bearings.

B. EIm headstocks. Plate gudgeons. Brass bearings.

C" Elm headstocks. Hoop gudgeons. Brass bearings.

D. EIm headstocks. Strap gudgeons. Self-aligning ball bear-
ings.

E. Elm headstocks. P1ate gudgeons. Self-aligning ball
bearings.

F. Etm headstocks. Hoop gudgeons. Self-aligning ball
bearings.

G. Cast iron headstocks. Fixed steel gudgeons. Brass
bearings.

H. Cast iron headstocks. Fixed steel gudgeons. Self-aligning
ball bearings.

J. Rolled steel headstocks. Plate gudgeons. Brass bearings.

K. Rolled stecl hcadstocks. Plate gudgeons. Self-aligning bali
bearings.

L. As type G, but with "Hastings" stays, and sliders.

M. As type H, but with "Hastings" stays, and sliders.

N. As type G, but with "Bicester" sliders, anC traditional-type
stays.

P. As type H, but rvith "Bicester" sliders, and traditional-type
stays.

A. As type E, but with "Hastings" stays, and sliders.

Types A-K have traditional-type stays, and sliders. AI1 have
traditional-type bell-wheels, for which see Fig. z.
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St. Mary.
A western tower with spire containing a ring of

tenor 5zf inches diameter, in D ; and a sanctus bell,
diameter.

1.

Bell.

Treble.

Second.

Third

I'ourth

Fifth

Sixth

Seventh.

Tenor

ADDERBURY

Inscription.

Wn BELLOW Wu GARDNER & JOHN
GARDNER C WARDENS JOHN BRIANT
HARTFORD FECIT AN DOM r78e

JOI{N BRTANT. HARTI,'ORD. FECTT.
1789. W: BELI-OW. \V: GARDNER &
JOHN GARDNER C. WARDENS.

G. MEARS & Co. FOUNDERS LONDON
/ RICHARD RtII)ING STEPHENS B.C.L.
VICAR OF ADDERBT]RY. / ZACHARIAH
WALDON STrr-(;OE, / THOMAS
GARDNER, I CHIIRCH WARDENS 1863.

JOHN BRIANT HARTFORD FECIT 1789
wn4 IlEr-Low wM GARDNER & JNO
GARDNER C: WARDENS.

.IOHN BRTANT. HARTFORD. FECIT.
A: D: t78g WN{ BELLOW. WM
GARDNER & 'IOHN GARDNER
CHURCII WARDENS.

JOHN C. \\TARDEN JOHN BRIANT
HARTFORD FECIT 1789 / RECAS'I rgzT
(F'ie. H8, three tintes.) (Loughborough
loundry ntarh.) / CHARLES I-IENNES
CI{OLN,IONDELEY (FiS. H8.) VICAR
/ HUGH WILI-IAM STILGOE / JAMESSPARROW MORDAUNTI CHURCH
WARDENS.

WNI BELI-OW WM GARDNER &
GARDNERCWARDENSJBRIA
HARTFORD F'ECIT r78g

J
NT

WN,I BELLOW. WM GARDNER, &
GARDNER. C: WARDENS.
BRIANT. HARTFORD. }'ECIT.

JNO.
JoHN

eight bellst;
r8{ inches in

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs

8 z rr

7789.
AD

7223

9r16

9 3 r3

rr o z6

r3225

163r

24o14

r2o|

VIVOS AD CAELUM MORTUOS
SOLIIM PULSATA VOCO. H: B.

R (Fig. As.) G (Fig. Brz.) I (Fi.g. Aj.)B
(Fig.Brz.) C(Fig. A3)w (Fis.B7.)
M (Fie. At.) B (Fie. BZ) 168r
(Fig. Btz.)

Saunce



Of these bells, the third was cast at the Whitechapel foundry ;

the sixth is by Messrs. John Taylor and Co., and the saunce by
Matthew Bagley I. The remainder are by John Briant, and the
survivors of a ring of eight cast by him in 1789 from the metal of
six older bells. The sixth was cast without canons : the others in
the ring have had their canons removed.

The saunce is hung for chiming in an oak frame in the base oI
the spire, and retains its canons : in its inscription the letters
"C.W." stand for church wardens, of whom "R.G." and "I.B."
are the initials. The initials "M.B." are those of the bell-founder.

The ring, considered by most carhpanologists to be one of the
best toned in the Diocese, was rehung with gear, type M, in a cast
iron side-pattern frame by Messrs. Taylor h 1927.

Preserved in the vestry is a framed certilicatc recording the
weights of the bells prior to 1789 :-Treble : 9 cwt. r qr. 3 lbs.
Second : ro cwt. 3 qrs. 25 lbs. Third : 12 cwt. 2 qrs. z3 lbs.
Fourth : 16 cwt. o qr. 27 lbs. Fifth :22 cwt. z qrs. zo lbs' Tenor :

3o cwt. r qr. 3 lbs.-a ring of six of noble proportions, comparable
in size with those now at Brailes, Warwickshiret, and Queen Camel,
Somersetshire.l

Lack of space prcvents the inclusion of a description of the
interesting ringing customs oncc prevailing here, but these are
recorded by the Rev. H. J. G"pp, M.A., in his history of the
parish.s

Visited : F.S., z6tb July, 1947.

lo THE CHLIRCH-BELI-S OF OXF()RIrSI:IIRE

2. AD\yELL.

St. Mary.

A western turret with spire containing trvo bells, zz and z5

inches in diameter respectiveiy, hung for chiming.
The smaller bell is inscribed :-

* sv@ fiiswts * lbb
The cross and lettering are enlarged versions of those found

on bells at Stoke Talmage, Oxfordshire, and Little Missenden,

I The tenor at Brailes weighs 3r c\\'t. o qrs' zz 1bs. FI' T' Tilley and H' B'
Walters, The Chutch Bells of Wartttichshire, tg7o, p' r24'

2 oueen camel possesses the heaviest ring of six in the country, rvith a

"-t""or .teigh'ing j6 cwt. 3 qrs. 7 llx. The Ringittg World, 8th

January, r937.
, H. J. Gepp, Adderbuly, rg2+, PP. 38:39.
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Fuckinghamshire'; and the bell is probably the work of JohnRufford, circa r35o.
The larger bell bears merely the date :-

164o

and is probably a product of the Reading foundry.

. The bells have proved inaccessible to recent investigators,
but were examined by Mr. J. R. Daniel Tyssen,s ,.p.".rit"tirr"
circ.a :86o...A rubbin[ of thJinscription on the fourteJnth;;;i;t
bell is in his son's collection at The Society of Antiquaries,
Library.

6 Edw. VL ltern z belles.

ALBURY3

S. Helen.
An open turret containing two bells hung for chiming.
The smaller bears the date :-

rg3 g
w-hich apparentiy was intended for 1686 ; and the bell may be
identified by its mouldings and numerals as the work of Richard
Keene : the figure eight, composed of two separate circles, is found
on other bells by him at Milton, Berkshire,i and elsewhere.

The larger bears no inscription, but has four narrow mouldings
round the shoulder, and is similar to many eighteenth century bels
cast at the Aldbourne foundry.

6 Edw. VI. Itern . . two bell in the steple, (,.one,,
has been erased.) Also partly erased is the following entry:,4
renoembyans that an other bell uas broken and the most part
tkeroffis.....(?)

7 Edw. VI. Item z belles.
Visited : T.A.T., zTth J,aly, l.892.

I Illustrated_by-Mr. A. H. Cocks in The Church Bells ol Buchinghamshire,
plate IV, the upper set.! F. Sharpe, The church Beils ol Berhshire, g ri5, Berkshire Archaeological
Society's Journal, Vol. XLVII, p. r4.
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Second.

Third. f

Tenor.

4. ALKERTON.

St. Michael.

A central tower containing a chime o{ four bells ; ter,or 32
inches diameter, in B D .

Appr'ox.
Bell. InscriPtion. 

';;rr?t
Tretrle. HENRY BOND AND SONS ITOUNDERS zf;

BURITORD OXFORDSHIRE r89o

(Sa,me as treble.)

(Vine Border ulL routzd te!!.) I
+ ANNO l)()\'llNI rbrU R(Ae1l.)P I
(shieltl bcuring R.oyul Arnts ol Jutttts I-)

* gv@ i firg.s'lIs i G*s@xg :

fiT.@fr,s & Dfls. .s q,@.@Tjfit

,
r Details of the former bel1s rvere taken from notcs by Mr' J' O' Bridger,

ctrca t885, transcribetl by Mr. Walters'
2 Tilley and Walters, ut su4., PP. 8, fi: 

_s It is hoped that this apparatus- will be removecl trefore any- damage is
done to the bells. If not hung for ringing, they should be hung
for traditional-tYPe chiming.

Prior to being recast at the Burford foundry in. r89o,-the-treble
was by Richard ?urdue, and inscribecl as the third ; the former
second, by Henry Bagley III, bore-the inscription-:-"HI'NREY
SeCI-bY MADE Mff -r7o5," with portions of the border, Fig'
A5, between the words.l The third, by Richard Purdue, has lost

its" canons, and is secured to the headstock by seventeenth century
slotted pins and keys. The tenor is a fine medieva-l bell, by an- un-
known tounder of-circa r4oo ; its initial cross is Fig' 85, the three
point stop Fig. Brr, and the fleur-de-iys.Fig. A4. Portions.of the
inscription is-illustrated in Fig. 3. Jh" cross is not known
to ociur elsewhere, but the fleur-de-lys is found on an earlier group

o{ bells in Staffordshire, and on later bells cast at Worcester''
The bells are sounded by means of "Ellacombe" chiming

hammers, operated from a manual on the ground floor':r The oak
frame, of s&enteenth century type, has its main braces reversed,

and a double set of jack braces to each pit.
A careful examination of .the gear revealed that originally the

tenor alone was hung for ringing, and the others for swing chiming
in the traditional method : this is proved by the existence of
mortice holes for chiming levers in the older headstocks. Later,

,1
JA

.l+2

6



THE CHURCII BELLS OF OXI'ORDSHIRE r3

clumsy wheels of amateurish design were added so that the bells
could be rung, but wheels and clappers are now derelict. With the
exception of that on the treble all the ironwork is of the seven-
teenth century keyed pattern.

Visited : F.S., zrst April, rg2g,2gth March, 1948.

Fig. S. Portions of inscription on tenor belt at Alkerton. (HaIf scale)

5. ALVESCOT.

St. Peter.

A western tower containing a ring of five
inches diameter, in A , .

B ell.
Tretrle.

bells ; tenor 39

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.

420f
Inscription.

PROSPERITY TO THIS PARISH r7z7
(Border, Fig. Dz.)

G. MEARS FOUNDER LONDON
1859. / REVo. ARTHUR NEATE
RECTOR. / RICHARD LARGE TANNER
CHURCHWARDEN. / ALFRED WHITE
BELLHANGER.

5025

t

'1\

lf

I /\I 6\
I

\

J 1
I

Second

E

I
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Bell.
Third.

Fourth

Tenor

6.

Bell.
TrebIe. f

InscriPtion.
Roeenr & Jeuas WBr-rs Ar-osounN
Wrr.rs Iircrr 1796

WM CI-ARIDGE CH: WARDEN IAMES
HALL & IOHN KERBY ASSISTANTS
1727

AMBROSDEN.

Cat.Qrs.Lbs.

530]

o+

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs

43t6

7

SAMVEI- ADAMS
(Border, Fig. D8 .)

D.D. VICAR 1727 g 2 o]

From the Rudhall bell cataloguesl we learn that Abraham
Rudhail II cast a ring of five {or Alvescot, of which the treble,
fourth, and tenor remain. The third was recast in t7g6 by R. and

J. Wells, who placeC the inscription above the sound-bow of thc
6eil, ancl filled ln the space after the date with a border of Fig.
Hro, and triangles of dots alternating. In 1859 Alfred White
supplied new g"ar, type A, and rehung the bells in the existing
oik-f.ume ;the second was recast at the same time. Ptiot to rJzJ
Dr. Rawlinson noted that there were four bells.

Visited : F.S., r8th October, r93o.

St. Mary.

A western tower containing a ring of eight bells ; tenor 48
inches diameter, in E D ; and a sanctus bell, r7f inches in diameter'

InscriPtion.
(Rotder.\ 't9(Lcughl,orough loundry
murh.)zt lBorder.l I ' IN I'NDYIN(;
MEMORY / OF ALL TIIOSI' OF THIS
ir-a-nrsn i'wHo FELL IN Tr{d GREAT
WARrsr4-rerS.+/qEoB(;I!
AI,DRIDGE / CHARI-ES AT]STIN I
PERCY BUSBY / JAMES CHERRY /
PERCY DEELEY / IIARRY EAVES /
EDWIN EDMT]NDS / THON{AS GASKINS
/ STDNEY HOPCRAI-T / RqiYL4ND
KNAPTON / JOSEPH MARKHAM I
CHARLES ROI]ERT SIIARP / IIENRY
SFIAW / WLLIAM TI]FFREY TI]RNER
I @beit name libet, for ebermore *

1 r75r Ed., Bodleian Library, Oxford, and r83o Ed., Whitechapel
foundry, London.
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M
2

5

6

4

to

ffi
7

5

8

Figs. Ar-Arr. Half-scale details of founders, marks and bordem ArAz, A6 and A r r, Woodstock Iourrdry. A:, AS, Ag, A9, A;;:
Chacombe {ound-ry-. A4, unknown fourieenth-cent"iy tornaijr. 

- 
eA,London medieval {oundrv.

r?r ^a^
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Bell.
Second. t

I--ifth.

Sixth. f

Seventh. f

Tenor. t

Saunce.

Inscvi|t'ion.
(Bortler.) (Loughltorough !oundry mavk.) I
+ POPVLVS AMBROSDVNI ME
DEDICAVIT / AD MAIOREM GLORIAM
DEI I ET AD HONOREM SANCTAE
MARIAE I ET IN MEMORIAM
GVI-IELMI WHITE KENNETT / OI,IM
VICARII HVIVS PAROCHIAE / POSTEA
EPISCOPI PETROBVR(;ENSIS / QVI
OBIIT MLCCXXVIII + I C.C. DAVID
oAKE, M.A. VICAR / W. H. P
TIADLAND I A. E. S. lfEPwoRTFl t
CHLIRCHWARDENS / W. P. P.
HADLANI), I)EPLTTY WARDEN I TqZS

1697

THONIAS FIARRIS SAMVEL SMITH
RICHARD CARTER CIIVRCFI (Fig.A8.)
W (Fig. tz.\ (Fis.A8.\ / BE 1T KNOWNE
To.AiL"TAAT "DO ME SEE H BA(;LEY
MADE MEE ttfi @ig'A8')
T]OX MEA SONAT IOHN CHERRY
CI-ARK / THOMAS IONES. THOMAS
SMITH. WII,LIAUI SL]LSTONE. T{ENRY
HONOIIR. (Fig. I'5, taice.) I CIIECH-: t

WARDENS.. EDWARD HEMINS, FECTT
MAY, TFIE z8,TH. 174 (Fig.P5, twice.)

W. H. P. }IADLAND & A. I].
HEPWORTH CI]I.IRCHWARI)ENS I
(Fis. H8, thYee times.) IIIARLE-!
BAVFIELD VICAR (Fie. H8.) / F .

WFIITE & SON (Fis. H8.)
BELLHANGERS (Flg. I18.) APPLETON
(Fis. HS.) BERKS (Fie. H8.) r8e5
ipii. AA, lhvee limes.) I (Loughboroush
iouirlry marh.) I AS I I"'OR USE AM
hetspo ABovE THE EARTH / so
MAY MY VOICE TO HEAVENLY
THOI]GHTS (;IVE BIRTH / IF MEN
WHO HEAR ME COME AND PRAISE
THErR KIN(; / I AM CONTENT l'-oR
NOT IN VAIN I RINC}.

Gross, Fig. J5.) @: @ubb X: fraPL
@,; ffiichman & !: @rots @rurcrbarlend
I @ts. tS.) iBpbb: A: 6: @: TBrPben Vicar.
9no Dnt flI. !. tct. x[. b. (Fis'lS')
(Three coins.\

THO HARRIS HEN COOPER OI,IVER
PANGtsORN C W rToJ I + I \VAS
RECAST A.t). r9z8 1-l(Loughborough
loundry marh.)
(Cross, Fig. A7.) S@@3&YS i D@
v@b@@fri til@i rt@@[@

Cat.Qrs.Lbs
5r25

o

I
6

7

23

8

27IJ

8325

72O23

2or6

o o+

t Si.c,

Third.
Fourth.
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The treble and second were added to the ring in 1928, and are
by Messrs. J. Taylor and Co., who also recast the fourth in 1895,
and the tenor in r9z8. At the latter date they installed a cast iron
side-pattern frame. The date of Bishop White Kennett's death
was actually 1728, r,ot as inscribed on the second. The third is by
Richard Keene, who in t6g7 recast five former bells into a ring of
six. The tenor was again recast by him in r7o3, being the last
known product of the Woodstock foundry. The fourth is by
Henry Bagley III, the fifth by Edward Hemins, and the seventh
by William Taylor. The saunce, a beautiful little casting by Peter
de Weston, circa t336, and one of the few inscribed medieval sanc-
tus bells in Oxfordshire, retains its canons and is hung for ringing
with gear, type B. The third, fourth, and fifth also retain their
canons and have gear, type Q ; the remaining bells have fittings,
type M, and no canons.

The first ring of bells in the possession of this church came,
so local tradition tells us, from the neighbouring parish of Bicester,
whence they were removed because they were too heavy for the
tower. If we accept this tradition the date of the removal must
have been prior to the erection of the present tower of Bicester
church in the middle of the fifteenth century.l

7 Edw. Yl. Iteru 4 belies and a sauntz bell.
Visited : F.S., 1923-1948.

ARDLEY.

St. Mary.

A western tower containing two bells hung for chiming. The
smaller, 19 inches in diameter, is from the Woodstock foundry,
and inscribed :-

IAMES O KEENE O MADE Q ME 16z6
(Border, Fig. Arr.)

The larger, zr$ inches in diameter, cast at the Bicester
foundry, is inscribed :-

WILLIAM PHILLPS. VINCENT RING.
CHIIRCH-WARDENS. Eo. HEMINS.
FECIT . I @ig. Ptt, lour times.) r.729
(Fig. Ptt,lour times.)

6 Edw. VI. Item z belles hanginge in the steple. Item one
sakeringe bell.

Visited : F.S., 23rd Decembet, rgz3.

7

1 For additional details see F.
ol Bicester, rg3z, pp.6-to, ,S_hqrye, The Churoh Bells of The Deanery

66-68.
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8. ASCOTT.UNDER.WYCHVOOD.

The Holy Trinity.

A western tower containing a ring of six bells ; tenor 34 inches
diameter, in A ; and a clock bell, 14 inches in diameter.

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs

302

Second

Bell.
Treble.

Third.

Fourth.

Irifth

Tenor

Clock-bell

Inscription.
MEARS & STAINBANK, FOUNDERS,
LONDON. / IN rso5, WAS I MADE, AS
A GIFT FROM CORNBURY.

IOHN CHAUNDY MICHAELL ROSE
C W HB MADE ME.E J744 I (Border,
Fig" Htz, on cable moulding all round bell.)
/ SING (Fig. Hr.) uNTo (Fig. Hr.)
THE (Fig. Hr.) LORD (Fig. Ht.) A
(Fie.Hr.) NEw (Fi.e.Ht.) SoNG
(Fig. Hr.)

FEAR GOD HoNOUR THE KING J744
(Two coins.) (Border, Fig. Hr.)

HENRY BAGLEY MADE THIS PEAL
IT IS SURE IN THE YEAR J744.

MICHAELL ROSE IOHN CHAUNDY C
WARDENS H BAGI.EY MA. M. J7a4

IOHN CHAUNDY MICHAEI,L ROSE
CHURCH WARDENS H B MADE MEE
Jt ++

r797

330|

4t

5o

o{

o+

o+

of

o]

o6

7

The treble and clock bell are from the Whitechapel foundry ;
the former has a "Doncaster" type head ; the Iatter hangs in a
penthouse on top of the tower, and was not examined by the
author in 1948, the information regarding this bell being derived
from notes made by Mr. H. B. Walters in rgrz. The other bells,
by Henry Bagley III, retain their canons and have been quarter-
turned. The ring hangs in a wrought iron side-pattern frame and
is fitted with gear, type B.

A tablet on the west wall of the nave is inscribed :-
"TO / THE GLORY OF GOD / THrS TOWER WAS REPATRED /

THE FIVE OLD I]ELLS REHUNG / AND A SiXTI{ BELI, ADDED /
A.D. r9o5."

Dr. Rawlinson, circa r7zo, noted:-3 bells.
Visited : F.S., z8th .|une, 1948.
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9. ASTHALL.

St. Nicholas.

A western .tower containing a ring of three bells ; tenor 3z$
inches diameter, in B ; and a sanctus bell, ro inches in diameter.

Bell.
Treble.

Second.

Tenor.

Saunce.

Inscription.
(Cross, Fig. J9.) @D@[g$D @,n$$bg fr,D ! @h fr T-@V @@,@,
@h@N,@hWgED@SS 185e I (cross,
Fie. lq.) X@hfr @,c9{-@* gfrD @o.
fi@@frD@*b y@@@bp@fi,@@@h
(Fig. J6.)

66
9be #Iaria (Lion's head,(Cross, Fig. F4.)

Fig. Fz.) (Coin.)

6&Ssncti iUolunnie
(Lion's head, Fig. Fz.

HARMAN FLECHER
CW164o/IK

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs

4t8

500|

&66
@ra lFro &obis 6 2 oj
) (Coin.) (Fig. Fa.)

RICHARDGVRDIN - r r4l

The saunce is cracked and disused : the initials after the date
are those of the founder, James Keene. Nothing is known of the
former treble prior to its being recast at the Loughborough foundry
except that it weighed 4 cwt. r qr. r7 lbs. The two largest ar-e
from the medieval Wokingham foundry ; they have forirteenth
geltu.ry type- mouldings below the shoulder and fifteenth century
lettering, and therefore were cast early in the fifteenth century.

The oak frame and gear, type C, date from the middle of the
qineteenth century.

Dr. Rawlinson, circa r7zo, stated:-"4 bells," but this may
mean the ring of three and the saunce.

Visited : F.S., 3rst July, 1948.

10. ASTHALL LEIGH.I
St. John the Evangelist.

The church was built in 186r, and furnished with a small bell,
hung for chiming in an open central turret, and inaccessible with-
out the use of ladders or scaffolding. The author regrets he has
been unable to examine the bell.

I A chapelry in Asthall parish.
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11. ASTON.T

St. James.
A western tower containing a ring of six bells

inches diameter, in F fi .

Bell. InscriPtion.
Treble. J : TAYLOR AND Co: FOUNDERS,

LOUGHBOROUGH, 1883.

Second. (Same as treble.)
Third. (Thc same.)

Fourth. (The same.)

Fifth. J : TAYLOR AND Co : BELLFOUNDERS,
LOT,IGHBOROIJGH. r883.

Tenor. (Same as fifth.)

tenor 42f,

Cat.Qrs.Lbs

33ro

4

6

7

IO

315
I 15

o25
OI

r3 oo
On a beam beneath the tenor bell is a brass plate inscribed :-

" + To the Glory of God / this peal of bells was hung in the
church on the feast of the Nativity. A.D. 1883. / Ralph Barnes :

Yicar. I John Fox : A. L. Townsend : Churchwardens."
A similar plate below the hfth bell is inscribed :-

" + This peal of bells was dedicated to the Glory of God,
February 6th. A.D. rBB4. The wishes of the late Wm. Monk, a
liberal Benefactor towards the Spire and Bells being carried out by
the Vicar and the united efforts of the Inhabitants, smali Proprie'
tors, and Friends of the Parish, assisted by the undermentioned
committee :- S. M. Stable, Curate-in-Charge. J. W. B. Bell,
Vicar of Lew (Late Curate). James Clarke. William Parrot.
Michael Beckinsale. William Henry Clarke. Frederick Green.
Henry Luckett."

The particulars of the ring were supplied by Messrs. J. Taylor
and Co., the transcripts of the inscriptions on the two brass plates
were made by Mr. H. B. Walters.

t2. ASTON, NORTH.
St. Mary.

A western tower containing a ring of four bells ; tenor 35+
inches diameter, in B D .

Bell.

TrebIe.

InscriPtion.

CAST BY JOHN WARNER & SONS
LONDON tgoo I lnoyal Anns.) IPATENT

Approx
Weight
Cwt.

4

r Formerly known as BAMPTON ASTON. The church was built in 1839
the parish Lreing formed from Bampton,
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>Y{
Cz\,

I
2 J

4 6
5

$p Xe
7 9

to

tt

t2

o
o
a

Figs. Br-Br3. Half-scale details of founders' marks and borders. Br,
Whitechapel {oundry. P,z, 134, 86-ro and B.rz, Chacombe foundry.
83, Gloucester foundry. 85 and Brr, unknown fourteenth centuiy
foundry.

6Eu(ly

nil
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Approx.'
Bell. InscriPtion. 

%:;1:t
Second. (Sanre as treble.) 4l
Third. IOHN GOODIIAN IOHN BAYLES 5+

CHVRCHWARDENS HENRY BAGLEY
MADE M JTaJ

Tenor. IOHN GOODMAN IOHN BAYLES 7,
CHVRCHWARDENS HENRY BAGLEY
tl[At ME JTaJ

The treble and second were cast at the Cripplegate foundry ;

the two Iargest'are b5r Henry Bagley III. The oak frame and gear
date from the nineteenth century.

Early in the eighteenth century Dr. Rawlinson noted :-"3
bells," and there may only have been three down to 1866. The
predecessor of the second was probably alsp by Bagley, whose
t73z catalogue states ;-"ens bell" for Nor{h Aston.

Visited : F.S., r4thMay,.t929.

13. ASTON ROWANT.

SS. Peter and Paul.
A western tower containing a ring of fiv$ bells ; tenor 4z inches

diameter, iir F f ; and a sanctus bell, t6$ irlches in diameter.
Approz.

Beu. Inscriftioru. 
%:;lr!,

Treble. TFIXS BELL IVAS MADE X6z5 5

Secon<l. OVR HOPE XS XN THE LOID x625 6
(Fis. N r q.)

Third
&
Sancte

&
1fo!annid

&&
@ra lFro

'z .) (Slrield,,
F+.)

6
frobin

Fig. F7.)
7

Li.on's head, Fig. F
Coin.) (Cross, Fig.

Fourth. CAST BY JOHN WARNER & SONS 9
LONDON r873.

Tenor. PRAYES YE THE LORD X6z5 I rZ
(llidr scvoll bovdev all round bell.\

Saunce. T: CHAPIIAN & -J: OtsPWOOD r
CHURCHWARDENS 1835.

The treble, second, and tenor are by $llis Knight I, and are
inscribed in his rvell-known "sheet-meta1" lettering!; two canons
are missing from the treble which also has a talse crown-staple ;

L Sic.
2 Iliustrated on Piate XYI, The Church Bells ol Berhshire, Berkshire

Archaeological Society lournal, Vol. XLVI., p. ro.
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The scroll border on the tenor is, or until recently was, to be found
on a bell at Aldershot. The third, cast by Roger Landen, circa
r45o, is now badly chipped at the lip owing to unskil{ul tuning i
probably at some time its strike-note has been raised a semi-tone in
order to convert the tuning of the ring from a minor to a major
scaie.l The fourth was recast by Messrs. Warner : the former
fourth, by Edward Hemins, probably bore the inscription :-

BENEDICTA SIT SANCTA TRINITAS. WILLIAM BROOKES.
RICHARD STEVENS. CHURCH WARDENS. EDWARD
HEMINS, FECIT t737.

Lukis stated'? that this inscription was on two bells, and tlat there
were six in the ring ; but as there is no room in the bell-frame for
an additional beil, and as the inscriptions recorded by him for the
other bells agree with those existing today, the writer is of the
opinion that both inscriptions recorded by Lukis were on the
former fourth. Incised on the headstock of the saunce are the
initials "J.W." and the date "r8o3"; the present bell was recast
by William Taylor in 1835.

The bells hang in a curious old "X" braced oak frame, which
recently has had deal braces fitted to the tenor pit. The gear, type
A, was renerved by Alfred White in the nineteenth century.

7 Edw. VI. Item 4 greatt bells, a salrse bell, and a hand.bell.
Visited : F.S., zznd September, 1934.

14. ASTON, STEEPLE.
St. Pet€f,.

A western tower containing a ring of six bells ; tenor 4o{ inches
diameter, in F f ; and a sanctus bell, 15 inches in diameter.

Bell. Inscr'iption. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.

Treble. (Seueral defaced letters.) 5 o of
Second.167452o|
Third. WILL WHING GILLS HANWELL C W 6 r of

17OO

Fourth T. Mrais or LoNooN Fecrr. r8z7 (Bord,er,
F'ig. Grr.)
HENRY MITCHIL IOHN FOX C W 1675

MEARS & STAINBANK, FOUNDERS,
LONDON. / W. DURRAN : E. H. KING :

187s. / GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO.
HENRICVS (Fig. Ptj.) BAGLEY (Fig.
Qz.) ME (Fig. Pt5.) FECIT rTor

Saunce. t

7

6

II

ool

Fifth.
Tenor

oI
2

ofJ

r The minor scale was frequently used by tuners of medieval rings.
2 W. C. Lr:kis, An Accounl ol Church llells, 1857, p.93.



24 THE CHURCH BEI-LS OF OXI,-ORDSHIRE

The treble, second, and fifth are by Richard Keene, and
similar to the third at Ambrosden : the treble appears to have been
cast for some other church and, in addition to having its inscrip-
tions defaced, has been sharpened in tone by the removal of a
considerable portion of its lip. The third is by the Chandlers, and
similar to beils at Beckley and Kidlington ; the fourth, and tenor
are from the Whitechapel foundry ; the saunce, which has false
iron canons, is by Henry Bagley III.

The oak frame, originally made for four bells, was recon-
structed in the sqventeenth century into a five-bell frame ; and
later in the same century was agaln altered to provide one addit-
ional pit. It follolvs the same plan as the bell-frame at St. Benets,

saunce is hung Iorof it. T

has an elm headstock and half-wheel. The fittings of the other
bells, types B and C, are by Mr. Richard

Ringing is conducted from a " ' erected in the

Cambridge,l
chiming in a

and may be a copy ,

vcrtical frame in the of the belfry and

8.D.,' the famous
,dman and Anthony
of Stceple Aston on
I author of "Tintin-
London in 1668 by

author describes him-

east

of Fabian
seventeenth century by Richard
campanologist, and contemporary
Wood. Duckworth, lvho was instituted
March 3oth, 168o,' was a skilled ringer and
nalogia, or The Art of Ringing," printed
"W.G. for Fabian Stedman," in which thc
self as "A Lover o{ that Art." According to M.. J. Armiger
Trollope,' Stedman orvned the copyright of thc book and was res-

ponsible for its publication, although Duckrvorth was the author.
Three copies of the book are known to survive ; one is in the Cam-
bridge University Library, another in the British Museum, and the
third.belongs to the President of The Central Council of Church
Bell Ringeri ; a reprint of it was published by Harvey Reeves in
r895.

'Wood says of Duckworth'' "he hath written Tintinnalogia,.or
The Art of Ringing, etc., London, 167r. Instructions for hanging
of Bells with all Things belonging therunto." This refers to the
second edition of which the only known copy is in the Bodleian
Library at Oxford.

r According to tradition St. Benets, Cambridge, i{ the church most asso-
cidted;ith Fabian Stedman ; it was here that The Ancient Society of
College Youths, o[ London. first rang Stedm{n's Principle ; and the
bells"were restored in rg-3r by the ringers of E{rgland as a memorial to
Stedman.

2 Fellorv of Brasenose College, Oxford, and afterw{rds Vice-Principal.
3 Rev. .f . T. Evans, The Chu.rch Plate ol Ox_lordshil_e_,_t938. p. S^.

a The liinging l4/orld, Yol. XXXI, p. 8o5, Vol. X+XVII, p 478-
5 A. Wood, A lhenae Oxonienses, t7 2t, p. t t 32.
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16. BALDON, MARSH.
St. Peter.

A western tower containing a ring of four bells ;
inches diameter, in A ; and a sanctus bell.

25

Richard Duckworth died on July rgth, 17o6, and a memorial
tablet in his memory may be seen on the south side of the chancel
in Steeple Aston church

VisiteC : F.S., z5th April, rgzg ; zznd Jantary, 1949.

15. BADGEMORE.
In this civil parish is the Henley-on-Thames cemetery where

there is a chapel in which Divine Service is held. The writer
regrets he has been unable to examine the chapel bell.

Bell.
Trcble.

Second.

Third.

Tenor

Saunce.

X 'AS
X6z8

Rosr.

Inscripti,on.

MII,ARS & STAINBANK, FOUNDERS,
LONDON. / RENOVATUM MDCCCCII.
/ GAUDEMI]S GAUDENTIBUS, I
DOI,EMUS DOLENTIBUS.
PRAYES THE LORD O

,IENAR . IIVM

War-rs

ALL. ROVND

Ar.souRr.r

tenor 35

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs

4O22

oJ

5 o+

o+

6@ && && 6
(Cross, Fig. l.-6.) I M X Z @ P 1,
(Cross, Fig. Kz.) (Fig. I{4.) (Lion's head
Fig. Fj.)

3

3

4

7 2

2 of

The treble was recast at the Whitechapel foundry in rgoz ;
the secorrd, and tenor are by Ellis Knight I, but of diffeient djtes ;
originally one of a "stock" ring of which it is the sole survivor,
the tenor is the older of the two, and the only one remaining in the
county which bears the inscription "I AS TENAR HVM ALL
ROVND"; the third is either the work of John White, or a late
g1mpl9_!r9-m the medieval Wokingham foundry ; the saunce is by
Robert Wells I, circa t76o.

According to Mr. H. B. Walters, who omits to state his source
of information,l the former treble was by Richard Keene, and
merely inscribed with the date :-t673.

I Mr. Walters did not visit Marsh Baldon ; he probably derived the infor-
mation from Mr. A. H. Cocks rvho makes re{erence to the third bell
in The Church Bells ot' Buchingh.amshire, t8g7, p. 64.
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The ring hangs in a two-tier oak fram$ installed by Mr.
Richard White in rgz2 ; the treble has plate gudgeons ; the remain-
ing gear is type C ; all the bells have their ca[rons intact,. and the
thie6 largesi 

-have 
been quarter-turned. The' saunce is hung for

chiming.
6 Edw. VI. Item j balJes in the staple.
Visited : F.S., zTth September, 1948.

17. BALDON, TOOT.

St. Laurence.

An open western turret containing two bells, rB and zo inches

in diametir respectively, hung for chiming. The smaller bell is
inscribed :-

MEARS & STAINBANK, }-OUNDERS, I-dNDON, 1892. I
IN MEMORY OF / C.E.F. / JAN. r. r89r1

The larger bell bears the inscription :-
#Iears & StuintanL, 3founlert, lllonUon. 1892 l, ln Slemoriam
/ C.E.F. i JAN. r. r89r.

Ihe initials "C.E.F." are those of Mrs. Forbes, the wife of
a former Vicar,

In the eighteenth century Dr. Rawlinson noted :-"In this
clrapel were zbeiles before the civil wars, when one was altogelhe1
lost ; the other thrown into a pond and since recovered." The bell
in use prior to r$gz bore no inscription.

O Baw. Vf . Itum z title belles trussede . . . Item r hand bell.

Visited : H.B.W., 7th Jwe, t9zz.

18. BALSCOTE.'

St. Mary Magdalene.

A southern tower containing two bells, 16| inches and r5f
inches in diameter respectively, hung for chiming.

The larger bell, a rough casting with square shaped can-ons,

one of whicli is broken, bears no inscription ; its upper moulding-
wires have been chiselled off ; and on evidence of shape it dates

from the nineteenth centurY.
The smaller, cast by Matthew Bagley II, is inscribed :-

M B J7s6

Visited : F,S., r3th October, 1934.

t A chapelry in Wroxton parish
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6
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2

51

7
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a

-i.2r

9

to

IJ

t2

l5

F

il

t4

Figs . Cr-Cr5. Half-scale details of {ounders' marks. Cr-3, C6, Ctz
and -Cr4, London medieval foundry. C4, Buckingham medieval
lo^o._.l1y, p5, Gloucester {oundry. 07, Reading medieval foundry.
C8, Whitechapel_ founrlry. C9, unknowrr fourteenth celltury ioundry.
9Ig. ,r, L_oughborough founclry. Cr3, Burford {oundry. CrS,
Aldbourne foundry.

I

8
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A central tower with spire containing a ring of eight bells ;

tenor 52 inches diameter, in D ; and a sanctus bell, 16 inches in
diameter.

19.

Bell.
Treble.

Second.

Third.

Fourth. t

!-ilth. t

Sixth. t
Seventh.

Tenor. t

Saunce

MEARS &
LONDON.
ET. IN.
SOUTHBY.
FISHER. /

BAMPTON.

St. Mary.

Inscription.
: STAINBANK, FOUNDERS,
t<;o6. I AD DEI GLORIAM /
MEM. / HARRIET SARAH
, I ET ANN HORMAN-

MDCCCCV.

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs

STAINBANK,FOUNDERS,ToT8
r906 AD DEI GLORIAM

GIIL: KNOWLTON
ECCLESI,'E, /

6 r rr

MEARS &
I-ONDON.
ET / rN,
HAMPSHIRE
VICARII. M

MEARS & STAINBANK, LONDON. I
CAST A.D.i6z9. RECAST A.D. 19o6

MEARS & STAINBANK FOUNDERS
LONDON 1865

(Cross, Fig. M8.) ANNO DOMINI (Cross.
Fig. Mro.) t6zg
ANNO DOMINI 16z9

(Cross, Fig. M8.) ANNO (Fie. M8.)
DOMINI (Fie. M8.) t6zs / RECAST
A.D. r9o3. / MEARS & STAINBANK,
LONDON.
(Cross, Fig. M8.) COME O WHEN O
IOCALL:TOOSERVE O GOD
0 ALL Z r6zs I WARDENS I O
CHVRCHQIORD OTGOIB O

IAMES O KEENE O MADE O ME O
r6z6

739

go14

roool

t22oI
18oro

25oot

IO ol

The fifth, sixth, and tenor, like similar bells at Buckland and
Lambourne, Berkshirer, are probably the work of Nathaniel Bolter;
the saunce is by James Keene, and the others by Messrs. Mears and
Stainbank. The treble and second were added to the ring in 19o6
and have "Doncaster-type" heads ; the third and seventh have
similar heads ; the saunce retains its canons ; the others have had
their canons removed. On the tenor the portion of the inscription
recorded above in italics has been incised, and on the seventh the
former inscription has been reproduced in facsimile.

I F. Sharpe, The Church Bells ol Berhshire, $ rl5, Berkshire Archaeological
Society Journal, Vol. XLVI, P. 67.
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It would appear that the ring was recast and the number of
bells in it augmented to six in 16z9, an early date for a ring of this
number.

The bells hang in a wrought iron side-pattern frame installed
in r9o3 by Messrs. Webb and Bennett : the gear, type B, is also
by them. A portion of the former oak frame, aitea 16o8, is
preserved in the belfry, and is similar to the work of Matthew
Chancelor in the bell frame at West Hanney, Berkshire.I

Visited : F.S., r5th April, r93r ; roth July, 1948.

N. BANBURY.

Christ Church.

A northern tower containing one bell, r9f inches in diameter,2
hung for chiming. The bell has flve narrow mouldings below the
shoulder similar to those favoured by the Aldbourne foundry, and
ornamented canons ; above the sound-bow is the inscription :-

ROBERT TAYLOR FECIT LOUGI{BOROUGFI 1853

The founder was Robert Edward Taylor, a lesser known mem-
ber of the Taylor family, and son of John Taylor.

Visited : E.C.P., F.S., 4th December, 1948.

2L BANBURY.

St. Leonard.
(Grimsbury.)

An open central turret containing one bell, hung for chiming
and inaccessible without the use of scaffolding. When viewed from
the churchyard both bell and gear appear similar to the service ltell
at Brize Norton, and may be the work of Messrs. Naylor, Vickers
and Co.

Visited : E.C.P., F.S., 4th December, 1948.

I lbid, S 93, Vol. XLV, p. 68.
I A bell of this size was supplied- to Mr. William Taylor, of Oxford, by the

Loughborough foundry in 1853, and weighed r cwt. r qr. rg lbs.'
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22. BANBURY.

St. Mary.

A western tower containing a ring of ten bellst; tenor 46| inches

diameter, in E ; two additionil semi-tone bellst for the clock
chimes ; and a sanctus bell, 18 inches in diameter.

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs

4219
Bell.

Treble.

Second

Third

I.ourth

Sixth

I nscri, Ption.
(Border ull round bell.). I GMN BY--/
THOMAS HENRY BOOTE / AND HIS
DAUGHTER ALICE ELIZABETH / IN
MEMORY O1I 1 ELIZABETIf (WIFE) /
AND DORO'THEA AND CLARICE
(DAUGHTERS) / BANBIIRY / r93o /
(Loughborough loundrY marh.\

(Border all tound bell.1 | THls AND rwo
orHER NEw nclt.s / wITH THE cr-ocK AND

cHTMES / wrnr ERECTED To coMMEMoRATE
lnB DraMoNo Junrr-rn / or Qurou
Vrc:ronra I fi37-t9g7 / tnrs eerr- wes
pRESENTED nv JonN Pnrr.r-rps Banrono
J.P. lISSZ I (Loughborough found'ry
marh.) I RECAST r93o.

THIS BELL WAS GIVEN BY
F'REDERICK EARI- OF GUILDFORD
TO THE BOROUGH OF BANBURY
IOHN BRIANT HERTFORD (Fig. N6.)
"7 feCIT rAzo 7 (Loughborough loundry
rnurh.) I RECAST t93o.

IOHN PAIN IAMES HILL THOMAS'NnSeY C : "wenoeNS @ic. N6.)
JOHN BRIANT HERTFORD FECIT r8zo'l (Loughborough loundrY marh.\ I
RECAST r93o.

AGAIN RECAST
YLOR & CO.

433

5oro

528

5 2 15

538

6222

6 3 rr

Flat-fourth. CAST t8g7 @ie . H8.) RECAST r93o
TAYI-OR & CO.BY JOHN

LOUGHBOROUG

l'ifth. GEORGE : - : I-UCAS i i IAMES : - :

LANE : : SAMUELL : : GARDNER i . ..

CHURCH / WARDENS :. : MATTHEW
: - : BAGI-EY :-: MAI)E :-: MEE :.-i. \753
IH I (Loughborough foundry marh.) I
RECAST r93o.

H

RECAST t8e7 @ig. H8.)
r93o BY JOHN TA
I,OUGHBOROUGH.

CAST r8qz (Fig. H8.) RECAST rg3o BY
JOHNTAYLOR & CO. LOIIGHBOROUGH.

Flat-sixth
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Bell.
Seventh. IOHN : PAIN: PEARSON

WARDENS : -

BAGI-EY:-:-
MEE:-:-:

Inscri,ption
IOHN:FRY:IOHN
: CHiJRCH I :-:
:/MATTHEW:-:-:
:-:MADE:-: :-:-:.: :-:-: Izzs :

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.

7212

.: : :._:::.: : l(Loughborough
loundry marh.) I RECAST r93o.

Eighth.. HENRY (Fig. Bto.) BAGLEY (Fig. Bro.) g 2 rr
, MSDE (F'ig. Bzo.) MEE (Fig. Bro.) r66s(Fig. Ilro.) I (Loughb,orougl4 foundrymarh.) I RECAST r93o. / GIVEN IN

MEMORY O}' / SARAH CARTER / BY
GEORGE CARTER (HER HUSBAND) /HIS FAMILY / AND EI,IZA FOSKETT
(HER SIS:|ER) / rs-to.

Ninth. RECAST-I852 \lig, nA) AGAIN RECAST 13 o 6r93o BY IOHN TAYLOR & CO.
LOUGHBOROI]GH.

Tenor. TgAT_(Flc.- !-r) AI,L (Flg. pr.) MAy t7 r e
lFig. Pr.) CoME (Fzg. pr.) AND (Fig.
P, ) NO-N (Fig. pr.) MAy (Fig. pr.)
STAY (Fig. pr.) AT (Fig. pr.) HOME
L\g.!r.l I (Fig. Pr.) RING (Fi.s. pt.)
J*o (Ffg. pr.) SERMoN (Fig. pr.)"wrTH
9:s^. !: ) A (Fig. Pz.) i LVSTY @tg. et.y
BOOME pHrLLrp (lig. A7; sri,i 1rt,i.BZ.) ceN-r ({ig. 87.) rbriN @ig.'pi.')
l',1i,^*(t'{;nf r}, ;"',',Xi? iXf, F:;.i
rrroMAS (Fig. BZ.) svrroN (Fig. pi.)
191ys.s, F1_5..43.) / crrvn*rwenoaxs" rO67 iH_(Fig. pz.)R I (Royal Arnzs.) "1
(Loughborough lotmdry marh.) / nicesi
r930.

S:runce. C. DUNTCE.S__!. ?AIN J. WHEATLEY r r o|CH: WARDENS r77 1 -

The saunce was cast by Pack and Chapman : the remainder
3re by_ Messrs. Taylor an_d .Co-. The ring of ten hangs in a casi
iro?. H-pattern. frame and is fitted with "gear, 

type tfi ; tf,. i*oadditional semi-tone bells are hung ,,dead,, in i'separate frame
above the ring ; the saunce is hung for chiming.
. . Th" lettering on the second, third, fourth, fifth, seventh,

erghth, and tenor is a facsimile copy of that on the former bells ibut as the present on-es are of smaller dimensions than their prede-
cessors the spacing of the inscriptions is different and some portions
have been omitted. The portion of the inscription on the'saunce,
recorded in italics, has been incised. An illustiation of the tenor is
given in Fig. 4, where details of the Royal Arms may be seen,
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The date of the installation of the first beils at Banbury is not
known, but at the end of the sixteenth century the "great bell," or
tenor as we should say now, is mentioned by name which implies
that a ring then hung in the tower. How many bells this contained
is not kndwn for none of the original ring survived later than the
sixteenth century. A great deal of recasting has taken place during
the last four hundred years, the first example of which, known to
the writer, is thus recorded in the parish registers under the date
October, r594':-"Thomas Bull of Nethrop rvas buried in the

Church the l'daye and was the first that was buried wt the great

bell whiche 
.-*u.-t.* 

cast at Reading in Barksheir the rB day of
September before going." At the end of the sixteenth century
there were two bef foundries in Reading, owned respectively by

Toseph Carter and Henry Knight. Of the two Carter is more

Trequently found in North Oxioidshire.

At the time of its demolition, circa 1793, the central tower of
the former church contained a ring of six bells all of which had at

some ti-e been either cast, or reiast, by members o{ the Bagley

family.
Particulars of the former ring of six bells , tenor 5r| inches

diameter, in D.
InscriPtion.

GEORGE: :LVCAS:: IAMES: :

LANE:: SAMUELL i : GARDNER: -:.:
CHURCH / WARDENS : : MATTHEW
: - : BAGLEY: :MADE: :MEE:.:
J753:':rH
DIV ET F'ELICITER VIVAT CAROLVS
SECVNDVS REX SIC PRECOR ET OPTO
H BAGLEY 1664

IOHN : PAIN : IOHN : FRY : IOHN
: PEARSON : . : CHURCH : . : " : . :

i.vARoENs, : : : : : / MATTHEW
: :-: :-:-: BAGLEY:-:-:-:
uebg:':":': : MEE, : :-,
Itzs:':':':':
HENRY (Borrler, Fig. Bto.) IAGL-EY
(Fig. Bro.) MADE (Fig. Bto.) MEE (Fig.
Bto.) t66g (Fig. Bto.)

Bell.
Treble.

Second.2

Thirtl

trourth.

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs
8 o t4

900+

rr o 7

Ir 1 t4

1 W. Potts, A Souoenir of the Permanent Commemoration at Banbury ol
the Diamond lubile.e t897, P. t'

: The inscription on this bell is recordecl by Lukis, An Account ol church
Bells, 1857, p. 9J.
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Photo : Messrs. J. TaYlor f> Co.

Fig. +. The tenor bell o{ the ring oI ten at Banbury
cast by Henry Bagley I, t667, and recast with its
inscription and marks reproduced in facsimile by
iVlessri. J. Taytor and Co., r93o. The gear includes
a cast iron headstock, fixed steel gudgeons, self-
aligning ball bearings, and traditional type wheel.
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Bell.
Fi{th.1

Inscription.
BEE IT KNOWNE TO ALL THAT DOE
MEE SEE THAT BAGLEY OF CHACOMB
MADE MEE 1664

T$AT_(Fis. Pt.) ALL (Fig. pt.) MAy
(Fig. Pr.) COME (Fig. er.f eND 1nzs.Pr.) NON 1Fis. pr.l MAy (Fis.'pr:t
STAY-(.Fig. Pr.) AT (Fig. Pt.) "HOtttp
(Fig. Pt ) I (Fis. pr.) RING ti;ip. pr.t
!p. @1s Pr.) SERMON (F,s. pr.)"wrTH
(Fig. Pr.) A (Fis. pr.) LVSIY (Fis. pt.\
(Cross, Fig. Aj.) / BOOME nxrr-r_rr 1n-ig'.87. ) srvrr (Fig. 87.) cei.rr (Fjg. B7l)
ro_HN (l-zg. P/. ) wESr (Fig. 87.) THoMAS
(Fig. Pr.) ABRAHAM (t;i!. E7.) ivNrn 1Fig.Py.) 'ruones (Fit!. 87.1- svrr6i.r (Flg. prll
cHvRCHwARDENS 1667 H (Fig. pz.) B I(Royal Arms.)

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.
16rot

21 2t

When these bells were rehung in the new church in rgzo two
smaller bells, cast by John BrianI, were added to form a ring o1
eight.

. F r84r the fourth-of the augmented ring (i.e. the second of
the six before described), was reiast by Johi taylor. The neiv
bell weighed J cwt.3qrs.24lbs., and 6or:e the inslription :_

JOHN TAYLOR. BEI_L FOUNDER.
LOUGHROROUGH AND OXFORD. r84r.

. Eleven years later the seventh was recast at the Whitechapel
foundry.

In connection with the commemoration of the Diamond
Jubilee of Queen Victoria the bells were tuned and overhauled, the
fourth again being recast. Three new bells were added for the
carillon machine which was then renewed and enlargeC to play
twenty-one tunes.2

A bronze plate in the vestibule of the church is inscribed :-
IN COMMEMORATION OIi THE / Diamon! yubiter of @ueen

Sictoria, I fi37-r8g7. / A NEW CLOCK WITII WESTMINSTER
SUARTERS, THREE / ADDITIONAL BELLS, AND THE CHII\{ES
PLAYING zr Tl.lNES, /WERE PLACED IN THE TOWER, AND THE
PEAI, OF RELLS / RETUNED BY PUBLIC SI]BSCRIPTION. / C. F.
PORTER, VTCAR. / W. LAKE, MAYOR. / W. poTTS, SECRETARY.
/ JUNE zz. r8s7.

1 W. C. Lukis, An Account ol Church Bells, fi57, p. 94.2 W. Potts. A Souuenir ol ...The Diamond lubilee, r8g7,pp. 4-zo, 3o_4g.

Tenor.
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Details of the ring of eight bells, and three additional clock-
chime bells, in t897.

Bell.
Extra-trebIe.1

Treble

Second.

Flat-secon<l

Third.

Fourth.

Flat-{ourth.

Fifth.

Sixth.

Seventh.

Tenor.

Inscription.
cTLLETT & lonNsroN, FoUNDERS, cRoyDoN.
/ rurs eNo rwo orHER NEw BELLS / wlrn
THE clocK AND cHIMES / wrnr ERECTED
To coMMExroRATE TrrE Dreuouo Jurrlro /
or QuaeN Vrcronta I fi37-r897 I ruts
BELL wAS eRESENTED rv Jorr Prrrlt-rps
Banrono J.P. I 1897 I
THIS BE.LL WAS GIVEN BY
FREDERICK EARL OF GUILDFORD
TO THE BOROUGH OF BANBURY.
JOHN BRIANT HERTFORD FECIT r8zo
(Fig. N6.)

JOHN PAIN JAMES HILL THOMAS
NASBY C: WARDENS (Fis. N6.) JoHN
BRIANT HERTFORD FECIT r8zo.

GILLETT & JOHNSTON, FOUNDERS,
CROYDON. t8s7.

(Matthew Bagley's bell ol 17 5 j, f ormerly
the lveble ol the ring ol six.

(Sarue as flat-second).
(The same).

(Matthew Bagley's bell ol t779, f,ormerly
the third of the ring ol six.)

(Henry Bagley's bell ol t669, formerly the
lourth of the ring of six.)

C & G MEARS FOUNDERS LONDON
t85z

(Henry Bagley's bell of 1667.)

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs

6o6

6r25

6z2t

73r

8o14

9

II

o rI

37
o7

rr r 14

16o2t

2t27

These bells were recast by Messrs. John Taylor and Co. in
r93o into the present ring of ten and the two additional semi-tone
bells.

Visited : F.S., e3rd June, 1927, zoth November, 1948.

I One fuil tone higher than the strike-note of the treble
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2) BANBURY.
St. Paul.

(Neithrop. )

An open western turret containing one bell hung for chiming.
Owing to its inaccessible position the writer has not examined this
bell, but a search in the Loughborough foundry records revealed
that it was cast therg in t896, its diameter being z4 inches anC
weight being z cwt. 3 qrs. rr lbs.

Visited : E.C.P., F.S., 4th December, 1948.

24. BANBURY.
Roman Catholic Church of St. John.

A western tower containing a ring of three bells ; tenor 19{
inches diameter, in B D .

Bell. Inscription. Cut .Qrs.Lbs.
Treble. J: TAYLOR & Co FOIJNDERS 3 7

LOUGHBOROUGH r86o.

Second. (Cr'oss, Fig. /9.) Tevr.on & Co. FouNoBns. 3 20
rBSz.

Tenor. (Fiae narrow moztldings all round betl.) r 2 8
/ TAYLOR. 186r. N

These appear to be three "stock" bells from the Lough-
borough foundry, not tuned in relation to one another : their strike-
notes are approximately those of the treble, third, and fourth of
a major set of six. The gear, also by Messrs. Taylor, is similar to
type A, but with no stays or sliders.

Visited : E.C.P., F.S., 4th December, 1948.

25. BARFORD ST. MICHAEL.I
St. Michael.

A south-eastern tower containing a ring of two bells ; tenor
3z{ inches diameter, in B ; and a sanctus bell, 16* inches in
diameter.

Approx
Weight
Cwt.

4

Bell.

Treble

Tenor.

Inscri,ption.

Jaurs Wrr.r,s Ar.ueounN Wrrrs Iinctt
r8ro. .& .& *
(The same, but with no date.) (\

r Qr Great Barford
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Bell.

Saunce

InscriPti,on.

JAMES WELLS ALDBOURN WILTS
IECIT rsro . (Bett, Fig. D7.) .$ (Bett,
Fi.g. D7.) .S

Appror
Weight
Cwt.

I

The two largest are tuned to form the treble and tenor of a
major ring of three ; and in common with most Aldbourne cast
beils have inscriptions on the sound-bows. The fleur-de-lys in each
instance is Fig. D9.

A new oak frame and fittings, type B, were installed by Mr.
Richard White in 1923.

Visited : F.S., z4th May, tgz6.

26. BARFORD S . JOHN.I

St. John.

A southern tower containing two bells, r4f inches and zzf,
inches in diameter respectively.

The smaller, probably cast at the Whitechapel foundry, is
hung for chiming, and inscribed merely with the date :-

r 848

The larger, by Witliam Taylor, is hung for ringing, and in-
scribed :-

r83r. / (F'igttre of ox\ I .$ W-T'

Visited : T.A.T., 6th August, 1883'

27. BARTON, STEEPLE.

St. Mary.

A western tower containing a ring of five bells ; tenor 38{
inches diameter, in G.

BeIt. InscriPtion. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.

Treble.16984oo[
Second. WILL HIET IONAS GREEN C W 1698 5 o of

Third. C. & G. MEARS FOUNDERS LONDON 6 3 27
r85 r.

Fourth. (Same as third.) 7 o 2t

1 Or Little Barford.
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Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.
Tenor. C. & c. MEARS FOUNDERS LONDON ro r ro

r85r. / REVo. ARTHURH. PACKENHAM
VI(]AR.

The two smallest bells are by Richard Keenel and similar to his
work at Ambrosden : the others were recast at the Whitechapel
foundry.

Early in the eighteenth century Browne Willis noted :-"5
bells." Bagley's catalogue, dated t732, states :-"Steeple-Barton
t," presumably one of the three recast in r85r.

The oak frame must have been installed prior to 1698 as it
was originally constructed to house four bells ; it has an anti-
clockwise rope circle. A pit for an additional bell was afterwards
formed by installing an oak frame-head on the cill of the south
window in the belfry ; this device it not in use today, a diagonal
pit for the treble having been added later in the centre of the bell-
frame.

Visited : F.S., zgth December, r9z8.

28. BARTON, \[/ESTCOT..

St. Edward.

A western tower containing a ring of three bells ; tenor 3z$
inches diameter, in B ; and a sanctus bell, rztq inches in diameter.

Bell.
Treble.

Inscrif tion.
I : BI]SWELL : SENR : I : BUSWELL :

IUNR : C:W: M:B: MADE : ME : 1756 : I
RECAST tgo4 I M & S. LONDON.
&&&
@e7AeumT-au\emur (Lion's head, Fig. Fj:)
(Shield,, Fig. F7.) (Coin).) (Cross, Fig. F6.)

&&666Tenor. + Santta fllaria @ra Sro -Eobis 6 o r
/ RECAST rso4 l.M & S. LONDON.

The treble and tenor are from the Whitechapel foundry.
The second is by John Mitchell, circa r49o, and similar to the

1 The contract between Richard Keene and the churchwardens oI Ambros-
den is printed in extenso in my Church Bells ol The Deanery ol
BicesLcr, i932, p.66, and proves that bells of this type are his work.

: Or Westcot Barton.

Cat.Qrs.Lbs

4o18

430fSeconcl.
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Figs. Dr-Dr5. Half-scale details of {ounders' marks and borders. Dr-
D3, D8, I)ro and Dr4, Gloucester foundry. D+, DS and Drz, Reading
foundry. D6, Itinelant founder, seventeenth century. D7 and D9,
Aldbourne foundry. Dr r, Norwich, Leicester and Buckingham' {oundries. Dr3 and Dr5, Buckingham {oundry,
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29 BECKLEY.

St. Mary.
A central tower containing a ring of 'five bells ; tenor 4r inches

diameter, in F f ; and a saunce bell, 13| inches in diameter.

Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.
Treble.o6615oo[
Second. -:- WILLIAM LEDWELL SAMVWELL 6 o of

POWELL : C: W: HENREY BAGLEY
MADE ME r7o7

Third.f 1664 7 o o]
Fourth. WILLIAMLEDWELLCW rToS 8 z oJ

Tenor. MEARS & STAINBANK, FOUNDERS, rr r 13
LONDON. r88r.

The treble and third are by Richard Keene and are similar to
bells at Steeple Barton ; the date on the treble is intended for t66o
when probably the number of bells in the ring was increased to
five ; false iron canons are fitted to the third. The second is by
Henry Bagley III ; the letter "N" in "HENREY" is reversed.
The {ourth is by the Chandlers, of Drayton Parslow ; the date

1 The two bells have identical
by the author of those on
on p. 14, of Vol. XLVIII.,
Journal.

inscriptions and marks. A scale dra"wing
the Stanford Dingley bell will be found
of The Berkshire Archaeological Society's

2 Called in some old accounts "wrests," "pegs," or "peggins.'

I

third of a ring of four at Stanford Dingley, Berkshire.' The
saunce bears no inscription but on evidence of shape may be
assigned to the early years of the sixteenth century.
. The inscription on the Iormer treble, by Matthew Bagley II,
has been reproduced in facsimile on its successor. The former tenor,
like the second, came from the Wokingham foundry but according
to the Rev. T. A, Turner was an extremely rough casting : its
inscription was therefore reproduced on the present tenor in Messrs.
Mears and Stainbank's lettering.

The bells hang in a wrought iron side-pattern frame installed
in r9o4 by Messrs. Webb and Bennett. The gear is of unusual
type comprising elm headstocks, plate gudgeons, brass bearings,
and fifteenth century type half-wheels, made to the pattern of the
former ones which are preserved in the tower. In lieu of sliders are
fifteenth century type rests.2

Visited : T.A.T., rrth June, 1879 ;F.S., 3rst January,1925,
et seq.
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doubtless is intended to be "r7o5" and similar bells may be seen
at Steeple Aston and Kidlington. The tenor is from ttie White-
chap_el foundry : its predecessor also was cast there and according
to Mr. A. D. Tyssen bore the inscription :-

Rtcu,rno BsnrrB Esg Tuotras ANoBn Crruncn Wenorxs
1778 Prcr< & CnapueN op Lonoox Fecrr

The ring hangs in an oak frame originally made for four bells
and later altered to take five ; the rope "circle" falls in the awk-
ward order- !-2-3-5-4; new gear, type C, was installed by Mr. F.
White in r88r.

The saunce hangs in a fourteenth century foliated niche in the
eastern wall of the tower : it bears no inscription, but on evidence
of shape probably dates from the seventeenth century.

6. Edw. VL Item 4 grett beiles in the steple. Itern one
sanctes bell.

Visited : F.S., r8th April, r93o.

30. BEGBROKE.

St. Michael.
A western tower containing one bell, z4 inches in diameter,

hung for ringing.
The bell was cast at the Gloucester foundry and bears the in-

scription :-
ABEL RUDHALL FOUNDER 1755

followed by the border, Fig. Dr4.
Visited : F.S., rsth Jd,ly, rg4z.

31. BENSON.

St. Helen.
A western tower containing a ring of eight bells ; tenor 44

inches diameter, in F f .

BeIl. Inscription. Cut.Qrs.Lbs.

Treble.t Musrce BsT MrNrrs MeorcrNa * Tnoues 5 o of
JeNewav Fecrr y781

Second. C & G MEARS FOUNDERS LONDON 5 2 24
r85z

Third. MEARS&STAINBANK,LONDON. I 6 o o
(Whitechapel loundry crest.) I CAST r78r'.
/ RECAST r9zz. I J.E.FIELD, VICAR
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Betl. InscriPtion. Cwt.Qrs'Lbs'

Fourth.t WHEN FRoM THE EARTH ouR NorES 6 2 of
REBouND * / rua ErLLS AND vALLEYS Ecllo
nouNo * * * / Tnolres JeN'rwav on
Cnrr-sEa FecIr J78J (Border.)

Fifth. THOMAS JANAWAY OF CHELSEA 7 o o[
FECIT J78J

Sixth. Taos: JaNewev on Cnsr-sre Frcrt J78J 8 r o|
(Boider.) I * THE RTNGERS.ART ouR
GRATEFULL NorES PRoLoNG * / APPoLLo
LI$TENS r\ND APROVES THE SONG * * *

Seventh. IOHN GRANTHAM GENI. i THoMAS ro 2 oI
JANAwAY oF cHELSEA nacrr 1781

Tenor. THE REVo: WILLIAM IIIDGSON : A M : 14 o ol
VICAR {' 'fHE REVo: IOHN I-EWIS:
AM: CURATE * THOS. COLES CFIURCH
WARDEN tsIENRY NITWBERY / UNro
tnp LrvrNc I oo Cei-r AND To tuB GnavB
I SrlltlroNs Ar-l * Triorues Jewawav ueon
us arr J78J

A ring of eight from the Chelsea foundry, tJ8t, of which the
second and third have been recast. The third has a Doncaster
pattern head ; the others have been quarter-turned, and the treble
and {ourth have lost their canons.

From Alfred White's note book we learn that the former third
bore the inscription :-

THOMAS JANAWAY OF CHELSE1 FECIT J78J
The oak frame consisting of head's, cills, main and jack-braces,

and having an anti-clockwise- rope circle, dates from th-e-eighle.ent!
century. ih" g.u., type B, wis renewed in tgzz by Mr' Richard
White.

6 Edw. YI. Item 4 belles in the steple.

Visited : F.S., zSth lune, 1947.

32. BERV/ICK SALOME.
St. Helen.

A western tower containing a ring of six bells
inches diameter, in B D .

Bell. Inscrif tion-

tenor 33|

Approx.
Weight.
Cuit.

TrcbIe TAYLOR FECIT OXFoRD tfi6. I ()x.)
/ CAST, FJY SUBSCRIPTION BY THE
SOCIETY OI-' RINGERS / S. BRAZIER
FOREMAN

I Sic
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Bell.

Second.

Third.

Fourth

Fi{th.

Tenor.

Inscription

H K X6zX

ALEXANDER
Gc.) MADE (
r6ez (Fig. G9.)

H K t62r

(Same as third)

+ roHN
EDWARDw+:A

Inscription.
REcAST BYTcILLETT & yonr.lsroN, cRoyDoN,
1913. l (Fig. Mr, att round beil.) I t
(Same as treble.)
(The same.)

(The same.)

(The same.)

(The same,)

RECAST Bl. GILLETT & lOnNseox, ci.oyDoN.rq3. I (Fig. Mr, att round. bell.) I 7

llis. Gc.l RIGBEE (Fig
Fig. ca.) ME @ig. cal)

'|-

Appron
Weight
CtDt.

zl

3*

4

5

7
BARRETT:GENT:AND
: HARFORD : GENt : C
R : MADE : ME ftg2

^_, I!",1r.b1e, by Willia-_f?V.tor. was added in 1836 : the secondand lourth are bv HeryV_KniSht I; the other bellJ *.. tt" *oif.of Alexander Rigbee t"i nGui,j, "i lil""i"rt founder who after-wards settled at Stamford.

^A 
wrought iron frame, and fittings, type B, were installecl inrgo8 by Messrs. Webb and Bennett. "

A tablet in the belfry is inscribed :-"The first beil of this oear(sfc) 
.was. added 1836, aird the expense was aeilauJil"t;;;;i;

contributions of the Society of Ringers, and otheis of6"-;;;i.h./,A list of subscribers is grven.

7 Edw. VI. Beraick in Chalgroue z belles.
Visited : F.S., zSth April, 1934.

33. BrcEsTER.

St. Edburg.

A western tower containing a ring of eight bellst; tenor 441inches diameter, in F.

Bell.
Treble.

Second.

Third.
Fourth.
Fifth.
Sixth.
Seventh

Cut.Qrs.Lbs

33r

32
4r
4.3
6z

t2
t6
20

I2
23

3

3

I

7

IO
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BeIt. InscriPtion' Cut'Qrs'Lbs'

Tenor. REcAST BY GILLETT & louNsroN, cRoYDoN' 15 o 7

'#,13;,/ l{;Y, 
"*,'' 

;il"?"#!,!{" ),J^J,""r
A.D r9r3. / Welrrn O'Rrrr'r-v' M'A'
Vrcet.-/-Tnoues Cosre'n FrNcn, / RonBn:r
Wer:rs, I CnutcuweaoeNs' / 8

The ring was recast from the metal of the former bells at the

C.ovao" to#rary in r9l3 : the new bells have no canons, and on

tf* i"""atr* & 
"u"riir", 

number corresponding to its position-in
the rins. a feature of Messrs. Gillett and Johnston's work 

^also
found a"i Cowley St. Luke, and Whitchurch. Illustrations ot the

oiJ 
".ra 

new rin"gs are given in Figs. 5 and 6'

Sellalignin[ bail bearings have recently been fltted to the tenor

Uv M.. ni.f;"rdwhit" ; the-remaining geir,, tyPg N' and.the cast

I;; H-;;i;i" rtu*" were installed in r9r3 by Messrs' Gillett and

Johnston." witt, the exception of the seventh the former bells were sup-

pliea'ti 
""rious 

daies by the Whitechapel lou3drY-ill:^9:11lt::^of th" t"ror was 43 inches and its strike-note -h'. lhe lnscrlPtlons

and weights of thise bellsr are given below :-
Bell. InsoriPtion' Cut 'Qrs 'Lbs '

Treble. MEARS & STAINBANK' FOUNDERS' 4 2 ro
LONDON. / TOHN Wn' WATTS' M4,
VICAR. / riloMAS GARDNER, I JgIII
SHILLIIiGI'ORD, l CHURCHWARDENS'
/ A.D. r87o'

Second. GABRIEL MAYNARD & RICHARD 4 3 o{

JESOP CH. WARDENS (B'order' F!g-,-

btt.1 / cHA!!I-4-ry- & ^MEARS 
oF-

LONDON IECERUNT t7E2

Third.
Fourth.

Irifth

Sixth

Seventh

Tenor.

(Same as treble).
T Mrens on LoNooN FBcrr tSzt
(Border, Fig. Gtr.)
( Fip. Et t .l Mrssns' Gponce Fosrsn
& frro*to*o'Jrsor Cuuncn Wanorus (Fig'
Err.) Pacr -& Cnapuex on LoNooI'I FBcrt
777 5

SEWELL STEVENS & THOMAS
LAMBORN CH. WARDENS 176o LESTtrR
& PACK OF LONDON FECERUNT
(Border, Fig. Gtr.) / INFANTS' BELL
(Border, Fie.Gj, all round, bell.) I
nrCUanO CHANDLER MADE ME 17t5

(Same as treble.)

52
53

4
of

o2ol

720|

roool

1407

1 A rqvised account of that given in my Church Bells ol The Deanery ol
Bicester
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Plrcto Messrs, Gillett €> lohnston
Fig S. The former ring of eight bells at Bicester.

Messrs. G,illett & lohnston.
Fig. 6. The present ring of eight bells at Bidester,

P hoto

I

I

I

I

I

I



These bells hung in a two-tier oak frame, the two smallest
being in the upper tier. The words "INFANTS' BELL" on the
sixth"refer to itiuse for tolling at the death of a child. The treble
and tenor were added in r87o-, and at the same time the fourth of
the former ring was tuned a semi-tone lower to form the fifth of
the ring of eig6t, and the second of the former six recast to form
the th#d of tie augmented ring' The bellhanger's work in r87o
was carried out by Mr. Alfred White.l

A local traditlon regarding a still earlier ring of bells at Bicester
has already been given.'

The inventory of church goods made in r55z states :-Item
four belles" anil a-sens bella in the steple.

Two entries in the churchwardens' accounts refer to bells
recast prior to r8zr, viz :-

r7o8. Pd. for casting the third bell, 3 lb. of metal added, ' ' '

{7.ss.sd.'-' - :rir+. For casting the fifth bell and clapper for her,

{ro.r6s.6d.
Fromthelastentryitappearsthatthenumberofbellsinthe

ring had been increased to six prior to r7r4.'
In the Church School is a 6eli, 13 inches in diameter, hung for

chiming, and inscribed :-
J WARNER & SONS LONDON 186o

The bell wai cast by the "brassfoundry" method, and has

canons of normal shaPe.
In the Infant Schbol, formerly used as a Mission Church, is one

U.ff, ra l".fres in diameter, with peg type argent and no canons' in-

scribed :-
MEARS & STAINBANK, FOIINDERS, LONDON' i86q'

Visited : F.S., zQth May, rgzo, r'zth February, 1949'

46 THE CHURCH BELLS OF OXFORDSHIRE

r For further details see F. Sharpe, The church Bells ol The Deanery ol
Bicester, rg3z, P. rt. ft-

2 See page r7.
, itr*'nJ". i. C. Btoomfield's statement (.The H1st9r!-!l B^icester-, .1884'^-;. ltj'tflat in the fifteenth century an inn called "The Six Bells" was

|"",iJA""".iihe churc6 so that thc ringers might practise their art_on

hlnd-bells, and that the inn took its name from the number ol the

il"fi. i" lfrl iorver, is without historical foundation R-ings oj six bells
were not common until the seventeenth century' and musrcal nano-

bells such as are used {or the practice of change-nnglng were nrst
introduced in the latter half of that century'

a The saunce survived until the nineteenth century, old- prints of the^-.}t"i"f, 
show it hanging in the north r-indorv of the belfry'

s 1.he largest bell of a in{would-be ca'lled,the "tenor,'' or "g:eat.bell";-'ih;;;;;;J 
largest of i ring of six would be referred to as the "fifth"

bell'

I

I
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34. BINSEY.

St. Margaret.

. . 4" open central turret containing two small bells hung for
chiming.

The smaller is inscribed :-
MEARS & STAINBANK, FOUNDERS,
LONDON. I T. I.PROUT VrcAR OF
BINSEY. I fits.-

The larger bears the inscription :-
HENRI KNIGHT MADE ME T65o

Visited ; H.B.W., gthMay, ryzo.

35. BIX.

SS. James and Michael.

. 1". open turret containing two bells, each of which bears theinscription :-
STAINBANK, FOUNDERS,

r87o.
MEARS &
LONDON.

The church was erected in 1875, an old bell then beine ex_
changed for two "stock" ones from-ihe Whitechap"l f;r;;;t: -'-

Formerly there were churches at Byxgybrvyn and bixUana in
tnls parlsh : the tnventory of church goods made in r55Z states :_Byxgybuyn and Byxbrone-Imprimis 4 beiles within"tii ,JiiiU,rr.

Visited : H.B.W., zgth Aprit, ryt4.

36.

Bell.
Treble.

BLACKBOURTON.

St. Mary.
A south-western tower containing a ring of five bells ; tenor

3-3{ inches diameter in B D ; and a- sanctu"s b.ff , r31 in.fr"r 
-i"

diameter.

Inscription.
MEARS & STAINBANK, ITOUNDERS,
LONDON. / JAMES LTTPTON. VTCAR. iTHOMAS AKERS, DAVID HERN. i
CHURCHWARDENS. I 1866.

(Sarne as Lreble.)

Cat.Qrs.Lbs
3 O rr

3 I IISecond.
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Bell.
Third.

37.

InscriPti'on'
RICHARD MEZSEY (FiS' H-t

ine.Ncps EDMoNDS (Fig. -- Ht
brrvncn wARDENS (Fig.- Ht-')
iENnv (Fis. Htz.) BAGLEY (Fig 4-tz
MADE (Fie. Hrz.) MEE (Fig' Htz
J7q @ig. Htz.)

Cu;t.Qrs.Lbs.

400+

Fourth. (Cross, Fis. 4+-'-)- HENRX KNXGHT 5 o o$

MADE MEE X6X8

Tenor. HENRX KNXGHT MADE ME X6Xg 7 o o|
(Fig. H5')

Saunce. XG VXCKAR HK X6Xq 2 ol

The treble and second were cast at the Whitechapel foqldry ;

the third is by Henry Bagley III, and the others by Henry Knight

I. Bagley's bell is slightly crackcd'

Prior to 1866 the ring consisted of four bells which hung in a

late medieval frame havlng an anti-clockwise rope circle' If'
*"rt.. ,"rt of this {rame sJr"it'es today ; it was extended to take

fil-;;i,i;;"j^;;ii ty M.. Alfrec whi6' who also quarter-turned

;i;; i;;-;;a;;t, ana'supplied new sear' tvpe A' The saunce is

hung for chiming.
Visited : F.S., roth JulY, 1948'

BLADON.

St. Martin.

A western tower containing a ring of six bells ; tenor 3z{ inches

diameter in B ; and a sanctus bell'

BelI. InscriPtion' Cut'Qrs'Lbs'

Trebie. MEARS & STAINBANX' IO-UNDERS' z 3 26

LONDON' 1883' / VENITE EXUI-TEMUS
DOMINO.

Second. MEARS & STAINBANK-'--FOUNDERS' 3 r 15

ioNPoN, 1883. / TE DEr-IM LAUDAMUS'

Third. MEARS & STAINBANK, -LOIJNDEES' 3 2 z6

ibNooN, r88:. / BENEDTcITE' oMNIA

- OPERA DOMINI, DOMINO.

Fourth. MEARS & STAINBANK,-I9-VND 19, 4 r z6

LoNDON. r88r' / BENEDICTUS
DOMINUS DEUS- ISRAEL, I F.WHITE
BELLHANGER.

Fifth. MEARS & STAINBANK' FOUNDERS' 5 o 16

LONDON, 1883' / MAGNIFICAT ANIMA
MEA DOMINIIM / CAPTN. THURSBY /
w. GREEN l CIIURCHWARDENS'
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Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.
Tenor. MEARS & STAINBANK, I'OUNDERS, 6 t 18

LONDON, 1883. / NUNC DIMITTIS
SERVUM TUUM DOMINE / SECUNDUM
VERBUM TUUM IN PACE. / REV. H. A.
MAJENDTE, RECTOR. / REV. W.
BURNETT, CURATE.

The ring was cast at the Whitechapel foundry in 1883, and
hung with gear, type B, by Mr. Frederick White, who enlarged
the existing oak frame to take three additional bells. Self-aligning
ball bearings were fitted to the three largest by Mr. Richard White
in 1933. The saunce bears no inscription or marks and judging by
its shape dates from the nineteenth century,

Prior to 1883 the ring consisted of three bells with a tenor
measuring 33{ inches in diameter. The following particulars of
this rlng have been derived from notes made by the Rev. T. A.
Turner, and from the Whitechapel foundry 1ss61ds ;-

Approx.
Bell. InscriPtion. *;;!r:,

Treble. RK 167o 4lt
Second. Sancte @Umurle @ra Sro 19.obi6 (Fig. Cr.) 51t

(Fig. Cz.) (Fig. Cj.)
Tenor. IOHN SIMMANS *, EDWARD PARSONS 7

$ r6ze $ .l' .10

The treble was by Richard Keene, the second probably by
William Chaimberlain, circe t47o, and the tenor by James Keene.
In each instancq the fleur-de-lys was Fig. Az. A drawing of the
inscription on the second is preserved in the Kimber collection at
the Whitechapel foundry.

Visited : T.A.T., rrth April, r88o ; F.S., z3rd June, 1933.

38. BLETCHINGTON.

St. Giles.

A western tower containing a ring of five bells ; tenor 35f
inches diameter, in A ; and a sanctus bell, rof inches in diameter.

APProx.
Bell. InscriPtion. 

W:,
Treble. THOMAS ANNISON, IOSEPH DENNET, 3L

CHURCH:WARDENS (Fie. Nq.) I
EDWARD HEMINS FECIT. J738 (Fig. P5,
six times.)
FOR GOD I RING FOR CFIURCH AND
KING. 1877.

4+Second.



Bett. Inscription. ii!r:t";r.
Cwt.

Third.t AL_THOUGH I AM BOTH LIGHT AND 4tSMALI, I WILL BE HEARD ABOVE
YOU ALL. 1877.

Fourth. RALPH : BUTLER : THOMAS : 6
BAYLEY : CHURCH WEARDINSI : -:
MATTHEW BAGLEY : -: MADE ME
Jzz +

Tenor.t IOHN COGGIN ESQn.; LORD OF THIS 8
MANNOUR & THE HONOURABLE Sn.;RALPH DUTTON WASI GOOI)BENEFACTORS WHOPROMOTEI
CASTING US ; W & R CORR J7Jo.

lhe treble is a clean, well moulded casting by Edward
Hemins ; the second and third are by James garwell ;-the fourth
is by Matthew Bagley II, and the ienbr by William and Rolert
9oT. The saunce, which bears no inscriptibn, was recast in 1877
by Barwell and is hung for chiming. Thp canons of the third and
tenor are missing ; and, in common with most products of the
Aldbourne foundry, the tenor has a series of narrow mouldings
below the shouider and its inscription occurs above the sound-bow :

the inscription suggests that the entire ring was cast in rTro by the
Corrs, and in an age when ringing wasconsidered a fashionabloform
of recreation, John Coghili' and the Hon. Sir R. Dutton may well
have been ringers. The name of the latter aiso occurs on the tenor
bell at Northleach, Gloucestershire.

An eighteenth century oak frame of unusual plan is ingen-
iousiy arranged so that the minimum possible lateral forces are im-
parted to the masonry of the tower by the action of the swinging
bells.' Although the design of this frame is good its condition in
1948 was dilapidated. The gear, type A, dates from the nineteenth
century.

The former second* was by Matthew Bagley II, and in-
scribed :-

R: B: T:-: Il :-: C:-: !V :-:
M:-: B :-: MADE :-: MEE :-: an4
(Border.)

(i.e. Ralph Butler, Thomas Bayley, Church Wardens, Mat-
thew Bagley made mee 1774.)

5o THE CHURCH BELLS OF OXFORDSHIRE

l Sic.
2 Although spelt Coggin on the be1l, the name of the donor was Coghill.
3 Simiiar frames are to be found at AshburSz, an<l Longcot, Berkshire.
a Compiled from notes by the late Mr. G. J. Derv, of Lower Heyford, and

from a rubbing now in the Society of Antiguaries Library.
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Figs. Er-Er5. Half-scale details of founders' marks. Er, E3, E7-g,

London medieval foundry. Ez, Reading foundry. E4-6, Worcester
m_edieval foundry. Ero and Erz, Gloucester medieval Ioundry. Err,
Whitechapel foundry. Er3-Er5, Wokingham and Reading medieval
foundries,
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The former third,l from the Whitechapel foundry, bore the
inscription :-

Atrrroucu I etvr gorg LrcHT AND slterr I
wrLL BE HEARD ABovE .trou ALL T. LBsrrn
& T. Pacr FBcir.

6 Edw. YI. Itern j belles in the stepull. Item & sautuce beV.

Visited : F.S., 6th December, 1926, et seq.

,9. BLOXI'IAM.

St. Mary.
A western tower with spire'?containing a ring of eight bellst;

tenor 54 inches diameter, in D ; and a sanctus bell, zzf, inches in
diameter. In a cote on the west gable of the Milcombe chapel is
a service bell, 16 inches in diameter.

InscriPtion.

IN MEMORIAM CONSTANTIAE I
CONJUGIS CARISSIMAE / A.S. MCMIII

IN MEMORIAM CONSTANTIAE / FILIAE
CARISSIMAE / A.S. MCMIII

GLORY BE TO GOD ON HIGH r88o 
-RECAST r9o3

Rrcno. PoTrcn & Wrr-uvr. Wrr-li:rrs
TowNsruBN l83o (Border, FiS.Dr) I.
Rupnar-r Frr:"t. (Border, Fig. Dz,)

(Cross,Fi,g.Q+.)9 g @ D e fi h1 * w s @ 6'

Bell.
TrebIe.

Second.

Third.

Fourth.

I.-ifth

Sixth

Seventh.

Tenor.

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs

622

I

7

8

IO

t2

r4

20

zB

I

3

17

7

oI

oI

EDWARD LAMLEY
CHIJRCH WARDENS
(Border, Fig. C5.\ I
bell.)

IOI-lN
A(Bett)

WELLS
R r75o
a,ll round

ooi

to

o

(Fig. C5

SANCTA MARIA ORA PRO NOBIS 
-REI.'ICTA A.S. MCMIII

* WILLIAM * LovELL (Fig. Gr.)
GEORGE .& I,'RENCH (Fie. Gr.)
(IHVRCH WARDENS 1648 $ Wl{ *) TH
.$ SG .!" IP (F'ig. Ar.) IK (Fig. At.)
(Border, Bz.) (Cross, Fig. Q6.)

r From notes by the late Mr. G. J. Dew, of Lower Heyford.
2 r98 feet high. .
3 Sic,
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The fourth and sixth were cast at the Gloucester foundry i the
fifth is probably by one of the Appowells, of Buckingham, circa
r57o ; the tenor is by James Keene, and the remainder of the ring
by Messrs. Barwell. Some of the letters on the fiIth are reversed and
similar to those on the fourth at Padworth, Berkshirel: inscriptions
of this kind frequently occur on bells cast between the Reformation
and the reign of Elizabeth, the founders being uncertain whether
papist or protestant would eventually triumph and not wishing to
risk their lives by offending either. 'fhe tenor is one of the largest
and finest productions of the Woodstock foundry'! and is the second
largest tenor in the county, being exceeded only by that in the ring
at Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford : in each instance the fleur-de-
lys is Fig. Az.

The treble and second were added to the ring in r9o3 ; at the
same time the present third and seventh were recast and a rolled
steel joist frame and gear, type G, installed by Messrs. Barwell.

A tablet on the north wall of the tower is inscribed :-
AD GLORIAM DEI / ET IN PERPETVAM MEMORIAM I
CONJVGIS NVRVSQVE DESIDERATISSIMAE / LVCIAE
CONSTANTIAE }-ARQVHAR PHILLIPS / EX OCTO HVJVS
AEDIS CAMPANIS / PRIMAM FRANCISCVS GEORGIVS
ANDERSON PHILLIPS / HVJVSCE ECCI-ESIAE VICARIVS
/ SECVNDAM FRANCISCA PI{ILLIPS / DICAVERVNT A.S.
MCMIV. / TOTA DEO ECCLESIAE SVIS INDEFESSA VIXIT
/ OBDORMIVIT IN CHRISTO / A.S. MCMII.
Soon after the installation of the new bells ringing was pro-

hibited by the Church Architect on account of the oscillation of the
tower and spire,3 and has only recently been resumed on a limited
scale : it is hoped that a complete restoration will not long be
delayed.

The saunce bears no inscription, but is a "long-waisted" bell
of early sixteenth century shape, with three narrow mouldings
round the shoulder ; it is hung for chiming in the north window ol
the belfry.

The service bell, supplied by Messrs. Warner at the end of the
last century, bears an irrscription apparently inspired by that on the

t F. Sharpe, The Church Bells ol Berhshire, Fig. SS, Berkshire Archaeo-
logical Society tournal, Vol. XLVIII, p. 3. The Padworth lettering
is crowned ; that at Bloxham is not.

: Unfortunately the tone of the tenor is now (1949) marred by a bad
clapper.

3 Oscillation of a tower, similar to the kind experienced here, can easily be
rectified : See I Handbooh on the Installation, Pyeseruation, 

-and,

\epair._of _Bells, Bell-frutnes and Fittings, issued in r948 by the Central
Council of Church Bell Ringers.
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well-known saunce at Clapton-in-Gordano, Somersetshirel; it is
inscribed :-

+ SIGNIS CESSANDIS : SERVIS CIBANDIS +
Details are given below of the ring of six bells existing prior

to r9o3 :-
Bell. Inscripti.on. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs-

Treble. flIeat, anb $tatnbsnb ;foun[tr* Aonlon. / 7 3 2

61@reP p@ @@ @@D @9, hl@h Ig.D. 1880
Second. (The present fourth, cast by John Rud,hall, ro r otr

r8 jo.)
Third. (Th" present f.ltk, probably ca,st by 12 2 oI

Appouell, circa r57o.)
Fourth. (Tl+e present sixth, cast by Abel Rud,hall, 14 o ol

r7 50.)

66666Fifth. Santtg fllarin ffioraptonobid2 M 20 o ol
(Lion's head, Fig. F j.)

Tenor. (The present tenor, ca,st by lames Keene, z8 o of
r648.)

Of these the treble was added in r88o ; the fifth, from the
Reading foundry, circa r52o, was probably the work of John White.
The others are incorporated in the present ring.3

Visited : A.H.C., r8BB ; H.B.W., rgr4; F.S., rg32-r949.

40. BODICOTE.

St. Jo,hn the Baptist.

A western tower containing a ring of five bells ; ter.ot 37}
inches diameter, in G ; and a sanctus bell, 14 inches in diameter.

Bell. InscriPti,on. Cut.Qrs.Lbs'
Treble. THOMAS MEARS FOUNDER LONDON 4 2 25

r843

Second. (Satne as trcble.) 5 o 27

Third, (The same.) 6 o 3

Fourth. (T-he same.) 7 o 5

Tenor. (Th.e same.) 9 r 26

Saunce. CAST t6z4 RECAST rgoo 3 oI

1H. B. Waiters, The Ch.urch Bells of England, rgtz, p. 136, and H. T.
Ellacombe, The Church Bells ol Sontersetshi,et 1875, p. 39.

2 Sic.
It See Warden Woodward's Progress Notes, ed. R. L. Rickard (Ox{ordshire

Record Society, for 1945) p. 25, lar an appreciation of the sound of
the former ring o{ fi"ve bells in 1666. The present fifth and tenor rvere
among the five.
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Figs. Fr-Frz. Half-scale details o{ {ounders' marks. Figs. Fr and Frr,
Chacombe foundry. Fz-F7 and I'9, Wokingham medieval foundry. F8,
unknorvn fourteenth century foundry. Fro and Frz, HulI foundry.
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These bells were cast at the Whitechapel foundry and retain
their canons. The second is a maiden bell ; the treble has been
sharpened, and the others flattened in tone.

The saunce is hung for chiming. In the Walters' MS. is a
note that its predecessor was by Henry Bagley I and inscribed
with the date "1634",1 followed by the border, Fig. Brz: no in-
dication of the source of this information is given, and Mr. Walters
did not visit the tower.

Composed mainly of second-hand materials the oak bell-
frame was reconstructed in 1843, the gear, type A, being renewed
at the same time, and in 1948 the bells were again rehung in the
existing frame, this time with gear, type E, by Messrs. R. White
and Son.

On the corner of a house in the village there used to be a small
nineteenth century bell hung for chiming ; it bore no inscription,
and was formerly the parish fire bell. It r,vas removed in t949.

Visited : F.S., r5th December, 1934.

41. BOURTON, GREAT.

All Saints.

A detached campanile, comprising an open timber belfry, with
ringing chamber and base of lych gate below of stone, containing
one bell, zB inches in diameter, hung for ringing, and inscribed :-

sMrTH & soNS / CLOCKMAKERS / sT. JOHN',S
SQUARE / CLERKENWELL

Although Messrs. Smith made and fixed the clock in the cam-
panile it is doubtful if they cast the bell which in appearance is
not unlike one of Messrs. Llewellins and James' products.

In one of two open archways below the apex of the west gable
of the church is another beLL, circa 15 inches in diameter, hung
for chiming, and inscribed :-'

HENRY BAGI-EY MADE MEE 1673

Visited : F.S., 4th August, 1948.

I Sia.
2 Walters' MS
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42. BRIGHTVELL BALDWIN.

St. Bartholomerv.

A western tower containing a ring of six bells ; tenor 36 inches
in diameter ; anC a sanctus bell, 16 inches in diameter.

Bell. Inscription. Cwt.ers.Lbs.
Treble. MEARS & STAINBANK, FOUNDERS, 3 3 15

LeTNDON. r9rr. I (Vhitechapel found,ry
mark.)

Second. (Same as treble.) 4 t 26

Third. (Th.e satne.) 5 o 2r
I,-ourth. MEARS & STAINBANK, FOUNDERS, 5 2 15

I-ONDON I (lVluitechapel founrlry marh)
/ \'VE PRAISE THEE O LORD. / rerr.

I.'ifth I,-EARE GOD x637 Z 2 I
Tenor f eantta : maria + ig ,g o 7

Saunce +SSS+S r o of
The saunce probably dates from the middle of the sixteenth

century ; the fourth is by Ellis Knight I and the tenor by John
Saunders ; the remaining four bells are from the Whitecliapel
foundry, and a portion of the metal used in their casting came from
the tenor of the former ring of three.

The following particulars of this ring are derived from the
Tyssen MS., now in the Library of The Society of Antiquaries,
and from the Whitechapel foundry records :-

Bcll. Inscription. Cwt.ers.Lbs.
Tretrle. (As on the present fif th.) 7 ? r
Secon<[. (As on the present tenor.) 9 o 7

66655
Tenor, Sancta $laria @ra Sro frobig r r z z6

(Li,on's head,.Fig. Fz.) (Coin.) (Cross,
Fig. F4.)

The tenor, 39$ inches in diameter, was cast at the Woking_
ham foundry in the fifteenth century.

6 Edw. VI. Item j bells in the steple. Itern oon saTrctus belle.

Visited : F.S., r6th April, rq3z.
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43. BRITWELL SALOME.
St. Nicholas.

An open turret containing two bells, hung for,chiming', The

smaller his no inscription band or mouldings and judged by its
shape may be medieval. The larger bears merely the date :-

JI6J
and may be the work ol Lester and Pack.

6 Edw. VI. Item z belles.

Visited : H.B.W., 3oth APril, r9r4.

44. B.RIZB NORTOI"I'
St. Britius'.

A rvestern tower containing a ring of six bells ; tenor 36$

i"ches diameter, in A D ; and a sirvice bell, 17$ inches in-diameter ;

;;;;-;p;; bell-cote above the gable over the chancel-arch con-

taining a sanctus bell
Bell.

Trcble.

Second. 2

Third.!

Fourth.

Fifth.

Tcnor

InscriPtion.
cASl BY JoI{N wARNER & sorts r-oNoot'l' /
+ ()MNr^ FIANT AD GI.oRIAM ner. / A'
A"otut'. A.D. r884. lly. E. 17EN'S'
VICAR. I IOHN IYORI.EY, EDWARD
HOLLI S, ( H U R( I IW ARJDENS.

NIEARS & STAINBANK, FOI.INDERS,
I,ONDON. / GEORGE FEREMAN,
VICAR. i IOHN \VORLEY & WILLIAM
WALKER i CUURCHWARDENS r87j.
(Same as second.)

,o&66& d!6&&6666
As -nd. d 6ig. E,s.\e s G, @ * fr a s
( Lion's head., Fig. Fz.1 lCoin.) (Cross, Fig'
i;1.; 7 RECAST BY JOHN WARNER &
SONS LONDON r88r.

RECAST 1873 13Y MEARS &
STAINBANK / .,READER TIfOII ALSO
MUST / KNOW A RESURRECTION OR
RENEWAL.,,
IOI{N ECKLY MINISTER THOMAS
BOVLT AND SIMOND DENTON I
EDw,\RD \Bett , Fis. IIC.) N!AI-P
BELL}.'OVNI)R OF' BVRFORD MAIJE
MEE 1679 I (RoYal Arnts.)

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.
4c)0+

-l

5

5

4 8

o{

6t2

8oo|

r Better known as "Brice'"
! In the whitechapel foundry records o{ the u,eights o{ these two bells are

given in the reverse order.
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V
? J

1

b 7

m@
Figs. Gr-Grr. Ha1f-scAle

Woodstock foundry.
Drayton foundry. G4,
Whitechapel foundry.
founrlry. G9, Stamlord



The treble was added to the ring in 1884, and like the fourth
is a product of the Cripplegate foundry. The tenor, an artistic
work by Edward Neale, has the stop, Fig. Pro, between each
word oi its inscription. The other bells in the ring are from the
Whitechapel foundry. On the treble the portion of the inscription
recorded in italics has been incised.

The predecessor of the fourth, cast at the Wokinghql {ogldry
circa t356, was similar to the fourth at North Moreton, Berkshire';
its insJription and marks have been admirably reproduced. on the
present bell, and an entry in the notebogk.gf Alfred White, the
Leilhanger, confirms thal the spelling of "CATERNIA" was the
original founder's error.

The oak frame and fittings,.type A, of the five largest bells
date from 1873 and are the work of Mr. Alfred White : the fittings
of the treble, type B, are by Messrs. Warner.

The service bell hangs in the east window of the belfry : frame,

headstock, wheel and bell are made of steel' The bell is in-
scribed :-

No. 1693. / NAYLOR VICKERS & Co' 186o'
SHEI.-ITIELD E. RIEPE'S PATENT

In the sanctus bell-cote is a small "brassfoundry" type bell
with peg-argent, iron headstock and lever. Prior to the instdlla-
tion of t-ni. 

*u"tt 
about the end of the last century the cote was un-

occupied.
Visited : F.S., 3rst JulY, 1948.
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45. BROADV/ELL.

SS. Peter and Paul.

A western tower with spire containing a derelict ring of five
bells ; tenor 45 inches diameler in F ; and a sanctus bell'

AP?lo1.
Belt. InscriPtion. *":;rr:'

Treble. HENRY : WILLETT : NICHOLAS : 6

SAVNDERS : CHVRCH:WARDENS :

IOHN SONE VICAR :. (Ornament, Fig.
G8, fiue times.) I (Burford foundry mark,
inscvibed:-EDWARD NEALE MADE
MEE .& 1663 *, ) I SIR THOMAS
HAMPSON KNIGHT

r Sharpe, ut sup, $ 136
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Bell.

Second. t

Third. t

B eII.
Treble.

Inscription

(No inscription : shoulder inscripti,on-band
filled with. aarly lourteenth centilry fl.&t
moulding.)
IOHN : SONE : MINISTER : ANDREW
: NEWBVRY :. WTLLIRU : MERRY :

CHVRCHWARDENS i : i THOMAS :

HAMPSON : ESQ,ViER i I (BUrIOrd,

foundry tmarh, i.nscribed:-EDWARD
NEALE MADE (Belt) : MEE (Bell) : :,653
(Bell, Fig. H9.) )

Approx.
Weight.

Cwt

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs
7 .1 15WARNER & SONS

(Royal Arms.) I

AND Co,
r884.

8

Fourth.f (Cross, Fig. Hz.) #leggel te tle name of ro
tle Lorle 1581 / to6ep! rarter

Tenor.t (C^rcy.s, F1g. M6.) santte gnlrea @ra .pro 15
f,,obis (Shietd, Fig. Nz.) M h

Saunce. COME AWAY MAKE NO DELAY 1778 *
The treble and third are by Edward Neale ; judged by its

shape and mouldings the second dates from the eariy part oi the
fourteenth century ; the fourth is by Joseph Carter, 

-thi 
tenor by

William Hasylwood, circa r1oo, and the saunce by Thomas Rucl-
hall. The four Iargest have lost their canons : the treble has been
quarter-turned. Although described on the treble in fi63 as
"Yicar," John Sone was cautiously described as "Minister" on the
third ten years earlier.
. The saunce lies unhung on the ground floor of the tower ; the

others hang in a rolled steel frame, installed about fifty years ago,
and having no foundation. At present they are "unringable," and
are sounded by the pernicious and dangerous practice known to
campanologists as "clocking."

Visited : F.S., r8th October, r93o, roth July, 1948.

46. BROUGHTON.

St. Mary.
A western tower with spire containing seven bells comprising

a chime of five, one additional clock bell, and a disused sanctus
bell.

Inscription
CAST BY
LONDON
PATENT

JoHN
1864 a

IOHN TAYLOR
LOVGHBOROVGH.

8 r rrSecond
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BelL

Third.

Fourtl-t.

Tenor

Saunce

InscriPtion.

IOHN TAYLOR AND Co. FOVNDERS,
LOVGIIBOROVGH. r884.

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs

9 2 rr

J: TAYLOR AND Co..
LOUGHBOROUGH. 1884.

+ TAYLOR & SONS

FOUNDERS, r3 2 12

FOUNDERS 17 o 2t
fizz \ (FourOXFORD & ST. NEOTS

coins.)

J : TAYLOR AND Co. o+

The additional clock bell bears the same inscription as the
treble, and the quarters are chimed on these two bells : the extra
bell is tuned an octave above the tenor.

The chime of five is sounded by means of an "Ellacombe"
manual : the tenor, 45rL inches diameter in F, is also hung for ring-
ing and has nineteenth century gear, type A.

Incised on the second, third, and fourth is the inscription :-
E! [su[rm 7Bei I et tn pinm nromoriam / frelerict noseplsi
Slorrel[ / laer cumpana regonat u,!. 188.1

In the gatehouse of Broughton Castle is a sinall bell in-
scribed :-

ED\,VARI) HEMINS FECIT t7z9 (Fig. P5.)

Visited : F.S., 9th August, 1938.

BROUGHTON POGGS.

sr. Peter.

A western tower containing one bell, the dimensions and
method of hanging of which are not known to the author.

The bell was examined by Mr. L. H. Chambers, who states
that it is very difficult of access, and bea-rs the inscription :-

+ gTJ@: fir4lts-X{: @*,A@{A : ry-T.@89 :D@fiinflU$:
q,@.wfit

On the evidence of the style of the Iettering Mr. Chambers
dates the bell circa t3zo.

Visited : L.H.C., August, r9zo.

47.
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48. BUCKNELL.

St. Peter.

' A central tower containing a ring of three bells ; tenor 37 inches

diameter, in G ; and a sanctus bell, 13 inches in diameter.

Bett. InscriPtion ii!";;''
Cut.

Trebie. (Czoss, Fig. G6.) BARTHOLOMEW 5*
ATTON MADE I ME r5s7 (Sh'ield, Fig'
Drt.)

Secon<r. Wx1.;I;ag,fi NT@;@L gfrD b@fr,$, 6L

1l @@ frD@ld.s6^, N1]6-$n fr@hsfii. r87 5.

.l'
.la

$p @te' ;.t'') *Tenor (Fis.Ar.)&IK
(Fig. G r .) 9lp 16z8

9

Saunce. 1816 *

The bells are not tuned diatonically. The treble was cast at
the Buckingham foundry ; the second is by Messrs. Blews and

Sons, and the tenor by James Keene whose initials appear on it :

the fleur-de-lys is Fig. Az. These bells hang in a dilapidated medie-
val oak frame, probably of the same date as the upper storey of
the tower. The wheels of the treble and tenor are of huge pro-
portions, and may be contemporary with the bells : the remaining
gear is similar to type A, but has some of its ironwork keyed'

The {ounder of the saunce is unknown : it is hung for chiming
in a separate frame near the south window of the belfry.

In 1753 the churchwardens stated :-"The second bell crack'd
which shall be repair'd as soon as we conveniently can," bLrt-the

bell was afterwards removed. The present second was the gift of

the Rev. W. Master in 1875.

6 Edw. VI. Imprimis j great belles in the steple and' one

sanctus bell.

Visited : F.S., 4th Novembet, rg23,26th Decembet, a947'

r Sic.
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Fig. Z. The tenor of the ring of eight at BurIorcl,
cast by an unknown founder, circa r33o.
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49. BURFORD.
St. John-the-Baptist.

A cenkal tower with spire containing a ring of
tenor 46 inches diameter, in E ; and a sanctus bell,
diameter.

Bell. Inscription.
Treble. EDwARD : ANsELL : rAMES : MoNK :

ABSOLOM:MONK:CHURCII-WARDENS
(Border) / lreruraw :-: BAGLEv :-: MADE
:-: rl.ar JTV1 (Border)

Second. (Bell, Fig. Mg, tw,ice.) cASr Brr rr. BoND
& sox. BELLFouNDERS. BURr.oRD. I
oxronosnrna. 1868.

Third.t THOMAS (Lion, Fig. Lto) SILVISTER
$ I : HVNT (Fig. Lro) RoBDRT rArrL^R
O THoMAS TvNCKES (l O cHvRCrr
wARDENS 1635 (Henry Neale's fou.ndry
tnarh, Fig. H6)

Fourth. THOMAS (Lion, Fig. Zro.) SILVISTER
(Fig. Lto.) IOHN (Czasl.) T (Fig. Lro.)
TVNCKES (Fie. Lro.) R (Fie. Lro.)
TAYLAR. crr wA 1635 l| I (Itenry

. Neale's loundry nrarh, Fig. H6.)
Fifth. &leltet be tbe n&me ot t\e lotle

(Fig. ,Qr.) 1586 (Fig. Qr.) I xoseptt
(Bell.) rorter / WILLIAM ANTHONY
CASS VICAR / JOHN,, NEWMAN I
THOMAS,, BROWN / JOHN,, JACOBS I
CHIIRCHWARDENS / RECAS'I IN 1885
BY H. BOND & SON BURFOR.I OXON.

Sixth. THOMAS. (Lion, Fig. Lto.) SILVISTER.
(Fig. Lto.). IOHN i O sVNr. (r;g.
Zro.). TVNCKES. (Fig. Lto.). R (Fie.
Zro.). TAYLER : cr wt (Fig. Lro.) 1635
(Fig. Lro.) I (Henry Neale's foundry
marh, Fig. H6.).

Seventh. f Fig. Lro.) (Cross, Fig. M4.) @ig.
THOMAS. (Fig. Lto.) SILVESTER2.
Lro.). IOHN (Fig. Lro.) HVNT
lzo.) ROBERT (Fig. Zro.) ravren

eight bells ;

r5f inches in

Cut.Qrs.Lbs.
6o8

6

6zr

o 2I

73t2

9O2O

rr 3 2r

1309(Lion
Lto.)
(Fis
(b'is
t g ruoues @ig. Lto.) | avNcKES

O (Fleur-tle-lys, FiS. QS.) 1635 O t

I Sic.
2 Note the different spelling of SILVESTER on the third, fourth and sixth

bells.
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Fig. 8. The fourth of the ring of eight at Burford,
cast by Henry Neale in 1635.
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Bell.
Tenor. t

Inscription.
9 g fr, @ q, s fig ff' n g
(Cross, Fig. Q9.)

COME AWAY MAKE NO DELAY (Fig
Dt4.) A(Bell.)R rTzo

Cut.Qrs.Lbs
t73r

3 0+

The treble is by Matthew Bagley II ; the second and fifth are
by Messrs. Bond and Son, of Burford ; the tenor is a fine-toned bell
by an unknown founder of circa r33o ; the saunce is by Abraham
Rudhall II ; and the remaining four bells are the work of Henry
Neale, of Sometford Keynes, Wiltshire, who established a bell-
foundry in Burford in 1635.

The cross and lettering on the tenor are also found on two
bells at Randwick, Gloucestershirer, and a beli of similar type has
been noted by Canon H. T. Ellacombe, at Batheaston, Somer-
setshire.'? A scale drawing of the inscription is given in Fig.9,
and the bell iilustrated in Fig. 7. Double lined letters such as
those at Burford, Randwick and Batheaston were frequently used
during the first half of the fourteenth century, and are also found
on a bell of circa rzgo at Goring-on-Thames. A different initial
cross is found on each bell.

On Neale's bells the letter "N" is reversed in each instance ;

and the lettering and marks on the fifth are near copies of those
on the former bell, cast by Joseph Carter in 1586.

A large piece has been broken out of the sound-bow of the
fourth ; the third has been greatly mutilated by the removal of.
much of its lip by some past tuner in an endeavour to raise its
strike-note ; and the third, seventh, and tenor have lost their
canons.

The predecessors of the treble and second were by Henry
Bagley III, who states in his r73z catalogue :-"Burford, (Trvo
trebles to make eight.) z bells."

The folloi,ving extracts from entries in the churchr,vardens'
accounts' prove that Henry Neale recast four of the bells in 1635,
and that the ring consisted of six bells prior to this, a very early
date for a ring of that number.

1 H. T. Ellacombc, The Church Bells ol Gloucestershive, r88t, p. 6o, and
Figs. 75-78. I have to thank Mr. R. Clousten for casts of the lettering
on the Ran<lu,ick bells ; this is identical rvith that on the Burford
tenor, but differs slightlv from that in Canon Ellacombe's drarvings.

2 H. T. Ellacombe, The Ch.urcl't. Bells of Somersetshire, 1875, p.27, and
Figs. 5z-54, and 66.

3 Monk, History ol Burford, p. 68.

Saunce.
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1636.

Charges layed out {or the new casting o{ {our bells as foiloweth.
Ffor three hundred w'eight of bell mettell at iiijli vs ... xijll xvs
Iifor carriage vjs viijd
FIor 4li and a hal{e at vijd of the pound xxvs id
xxiijli more of mettle at vijrl of the pound xvs
Payed to the Bel1 Iouncler for the takinge downe

castinge and hanging up of the Iour bells xvli xvjs
Bringing the bells from the Church and carriage back

again iij,
Pd for m:iking scales to.rveigh the bells ijs
Pd for a piece of oakc for the stocke of the bells ..... ijs

As this work is going to press, the bells, frame, and gear are
being dismantled for .restoration by Messrs. Gillett and Johnston.
Of Iate sixteenth or early seventeenth century type the oak frame
was orig.inally constructed to house six bells, and had an anti-
clockwise rope circle ; at the ends of each bell-pit were moulded
end posts of similar pattern to those at Minster Lovell ; additional
pits had been added on the west side when the bells in the ring
were augmented to eight, and a superstructure forming the frame
heads for the four lightest bells had been added to the upper mem-
bers of 'the original frame. The seventh was fitted with a rolled
steel headstock and plate gudgeons ; the others in the ring had
elm headstocks and hoop gudgeons ; the saunce had a half-wheel,
and the remainder traditional-type wheels ; brass bearings were
fitted to all. Frame, foundation beams and gear were in a danger-
ous condition when examined by the writer in 1948. A description
of the new work wiil be given in a later chapter.

On the eastern wail of tl-re ringing chamber is the inscription:-
*

Wbo sh,ays a tell
T-et bim tooL he[[

@o Uonle ail! re!!e BnD rorte
Jtse Uonie for t erLe
De le!tre for bitto

De bette for borgUippe

Similar inscriptions are found elsewhere but the last line us-
ually reads :- Pe beatte tor borgrippe'd purte.

Visited : F.S., 1933-1949.
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A central tower with spire containing a ring of six bells ; tenor

4rf, inches diameter, in F fi ; and a sanctus bell, 13 inches in
diameter' 

Approx.

50 CASSINGTON.

St. Peter.

Inscription W eight.
Cwt.

1665

RISIIARD SHERRY .T, RICHARD
GREENEWAY 165z r

& RICHARD GREENEAWAY1 STEVEN
SEELE C W l(Border, Fig. Bz.)K t6o4

ALIKSANDER SLATFORD & EDWARI)
SILVESTER .!e C W .l' K (Fig. Ar.)
t65z

RICH KEENE 1665

RIJHARD XAANE I 3 NW 1666 IFB CWI

These bells were cast at the Woodstock foundry, the second,
third and fourth being by James Keene, and the remainder by his
son, Richard. As the date on the third is too early for James it is
probably an error for 164o. In each instance the fleur-de-lys is
rrig. Az. The saunce bears no inscription or marks. A new
wrought iron frame and fittings, type J, were installed by
Messrs. Webb and Bennett in r9r3.

In 165z the ring consisted of six bells, and in the following
year Anthony Wood learned to ring here. At the age of twenty,
after a serious illness "he was advised to retire into the country to
take better ayre tiran in Oxon, follow the plow, and use what
exercise he could there to shake the ague off."'

On Tuesday, r5th February, 1653, "A(nthony) W(ood) went
to Cassington and he took up his quarters . . in the
house of an honest and sufficient farmer cailed Francis Bolter ;

whose house tho thatched, yet he had a very fair chamber therein

t Sic.
2 A. Clarke, The Lile and Times ol Anthony Wood, antiquary, ol Oxford,

r6jz-r695, described by Hirnsell, Oxford Historical Society, r89r,
Yol. I, p. r77.

Bell.

Treble.

Se.cond.

Third.

Fourth.

Fi{th.

Tenor

4*

5l

6*

7*

8t

l2
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with a chimney and a place to lay his books in" . . . . "While he
continued in the country, he followed the plow on his well-dayes
and sometimes plowed. He learnt there to ring on the six bells
then newiy put up : and having had from his most tender years
an extraordinary ravishing delight in musick, he practiced privately
there, without the help of a instructor, to play on the violin."'

On Wood's return to Oxford he often "plucked at" Merton
Coilege bells "with some of his fellow-colleagues for recreation
sake,": and throughout his iife retained a love of bells.

Visited : F.S., roth March, 1927. R.G., roth January, a948.

51. CAVERSFIELD.'

St. Laurence.

A western tower containing a ring of three bells ; lenor zg$
inches diameter, in D D ; and a disused early tirirteenth century
bell.

BelI. In,scription. Cut.Qrs.Lbs.

Treble. *giTaa.Stenlg @xgtlg. 2 3 4

#tens ' Dontlnva lD@.@vfil

* I Q4thitechapel t'oundry marh.) / {iqfr,fi,@' D@fiilt frlt' fii@flx?€T7nx *
Second. J: TAYLOR & Co: FOUNDERS 4 o r8

LOUGHBOROUGH 1876. / IN HONORE
BEATI LAVRENTII

Tenor. J: TAYLOR & Co: FOUNDERS 4 3 16
LOUGHBOROUGH r874

The treble was added to the ring in rgzT ; it was cast by
Messrs. Mears and Stainbank, and has a "Doncaster" type head
and canons. The tenor was addeC in t874, and the second recast
from the metal of an ancient bell in tB76 ; they are by Messrs. .|.
Taylor and Co., and have angular canons.

1 Clarke, ut sup., p. r78.
2 lbid, p. zr9.
3 See also F. Sharpe, Tlte Clturcl,r Bells of Tlte Deanery ol Bicestet, rg3z,

pp. t9-21.
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Fig. ro. Ringing at Caversfield Church in rg3r. From- left to right the ringers are :-(Treble) Cyril
Kinch, (Second) Leslie Evans, (Tenor) The
Author. On the extreme left is the early thir-
teenth century bell in the {rame in which it was
placed. in tgzT.
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The treble and second hang in a seventeenth century oak
frame on the west side of the belfry : on the east side is a separate
oak frame, installed in 1874, for the tenor. Both frames consist
of heads, cills, centre posts, main braces morticed to heads and
cills, and diagonally braced end sections. Except in a few isolated
cases this form of construction has been discontinued since the
seventeenth century, and the nineteenth century frame is a copy
of the older one.

The fittings of the treble, type H, are by Mr. Richard White ;

they were designed by the writer, who was also responsible for the
selection of canons, tuning, lettering and inscription on this bell :

the fittings of the other bells, type A, are by Messrs. J. Taylor and
Co.

The disused bell is cracked. It now hangs with its fittings,
type A, in an oak frame on the ground floor of the tower, having
been removed from the belfry to make room for the new treble in
r92?. The crack was caused by excessive wear in one place, the
sound-bow having become too deeply indented by the action of
the clapper.' By reference to Figs. ro and 12, it will be seen
that this bell has a long waist, straight sides, round shoulder, tall
canons, and a sound-bow of very slight projection ; it also has a
thick flat lip. It rveighs r cwt. 3 qrs.24 lbs., and its principle
dimensions are :-diameter zo$ inches, height from lip to crown
zo{ inches, height from top of crown to top of canons 5} inches,
height from top of crown to top'of argent about J inches,2 and
thickness at lip z inches. Such a primitive shape is characteristic
of bells cast in this country prior to the middle of the thirteenth
century'; and the Caversfield example is the earliest known date-
able inscribed bell in England. During its lifetime the bell appears
to have been more frequently chimed than rung ; a fact revealed
by the greater depth of one of the two hollow places worn by the
clapper. Its gear was renewed by Messrs. J. Taylor and Co. in

1 The bell was quarter-turned so that the ciapper might strike two different
portions of the sound borv in 1874, but too late to prevent the develop-
ment of a crack. Had it been done a century or two earlier' this
disaster woul<I not have happened.

e The top of the argent is concealed by the headstock, and it is therefore
impossible to obtain the exact measurement.

It The shape of bells was completely changed about the middle of the
thirteenth century. See F. Sharpe, The Church Bells of Radnorshire,
1947, p. 4, and plate r.

t
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1874. The modern crown-staple passes through two holes in the
crown of the bell and is secured by seventeenth century type keys:
it replaces a seventeenth century staple of similar pattern. The
ends of the original cast-in type crown-staple may still be seen and
it is reasonable to assume that this staple became broken or worn
out in the seventeenth century, necessitating a new one of different
design.'

Before the inscription on this bell is described some brief
explanation of the process of bell founding is necessary so that it
may be understood how the two different parts of the inscription
came to be formed. To cast a bell an inner mould, or "core",
is hrst made. In ancient times this core was constructed oI stone-
work, plastered over with clay, shaped by a "crook" or "strickle"
to the inner dimensions of the bell, and baked dry. On the fin-
ished core was built a full-sized clay model of the bell, likewise
shaped by means of a strickle but to the outer dimensions of the
bell, the inside of the model taking its shape from the core.. On
the model were placed in relie{ the inscriptions and mouldings as

they were to appear on the bell. When dry the model itself was

covered with a sufficient thickness of clay to form the outer mould,
or "cope." After drying, cope and model were lifted from the
core, the model broken out and the cope replaced, Ieaving a cavity
between t6e two moulds. The "cap" or canon mould was fixed
last, having in its top the hole through which the molten metal was

to be poured. A simple form of reverberatory furnace, often con-
structed in the churchyard', suffrced to melt the alloy of tin and

r The Rev. J. C. Bioomfield (History of Cauersfield, r8g4, p' 33) states that
the thiiteenth century bell was cast without a clapper-staple (o'
crown-staple), and thit consequently it rvas sounded by being beaten

with a himmer, a process rvhich he says was continued through the
centuries and helpecl to obliterate portions oI the inscription on the
sound-bow. Theie statements have often been repeated, but are

incorrect, The remains of the original crown-staple, which could only
have been inserted rvhen the beii was cast, are clearly to be seen, and
when after four centuries of use the staple was either broken or worn
away it was superseded by a, keyed one. There are no traces of
hammer marks on the sound bow, and at any rate continued hammer-
ing of a bell in this position would speedily crack it'

z It is olten possible to trace fire-reddened stones in the masonry at or
near the base of a churcir tower which may have formed part of a
temporary furnace.
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copper, which after the tapping of the furnace was run by gravity
to the mouth of the mould. Today the moulds are made inde-
pendently, without the use of a model ; specially prepared loam
takes the place of clay ; inscriptions are impressed into the mould
by means of stamps ; steel cases are used in which to form the
copes ; and modern reverberatory furnaces and mechanically oper-
ated foundry ladles are employed.

To return to the early thirteenth century bell at Caversfield ;

we find that the first part of its inscription occurs in the shoulder
inscription band and appears to have been built up on the clay
model of the bell prior to the construction of the cope as described
on p. 75. It reads :-

+ INHONORE DEI ETSANTI LAVRENCII
The second part of the inscription occurs above the sound-

bow ; unlike the first part, it was not built up on the clay model,
and must have been roughly scratched into the cope when the
moulds were separated and the clay modei removed prior to cast-
ing operations. This latter inscription reads from right to left on
the bell, and all the letters are formed backwards as a result of not
having been reversed in the cope. The moulds were probably
made for a "stock" bell, and the second part of the inscription
added as an after thought, possibly at tl-re request of the donors.
When read backwarCs' the inscription is as follows ;-

HVQQARQAT SIBILLA A VXOR
EIVSHTIMPPANA FECERVNT ECPONI

The whole was intended for:-"IN HONORE DEI ET
SANTI LAVRENCII / HVG(H) GARGAT(E) SIBILLAS(VE)
VXOR EIVS H(AEC) TIMPPANA' FECERVNT ECPONI"'
and may be translated :-"In honour of God and Saint Laurence."
"Hugh Gargate and Sibilla, his wife, had these bells erected."

A scale drawing of the inscription on the thirteenth century
bells is given in Fig. rr, where it will be seen that, although the let-
tering is mainly Roman in form, some letters, such as A, E and M,
are Gothic in character. Owing to roughness in the casting other
Ietters are badly formed. The S in EIVS is shaped rather like an
H ; Q is used for G ; and in two instances the letter N is of peculiar
shape. The inscription is remarkable for such an early date and
implies that at least two bells were then given to the church by
Hugh Gargdte and his wife.

See Fig. rr.
Or "tympana
Or "exponi."
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There is good evidence for the date. Hugh Gargate succeed-
ed his father, Roger, in the Manor of Caversfield, and was in
possession of the property during the first years of the thirteenth
ientury. He is mentioned in the Close Rolls' for rz16 ; but in
rzrg his wife is described in a deed' as "Sybil de Kaversfeld,
widow of Hugh de Gargat."

One of the bells given by the Gargates was recast early in the
fourteenth century', and, as stated on page 72, survived until
t876. It formed the tenor of a ring of two until 1874, when it
became the second of a ring of three.

A description of the ring as it existed in rB75 is given on p' Bo'

The particulirs have been derived mainly from notes made by
the Rev. T. A. Turnera and Mr. A. H. Cocks', and from the records

of the Loughborough foundrY.

r A. H. Cocks, zl sup., p. 5.

r W. W. Kennett, Parochi.al Antiquities, rst Ed., 1695, p' r89'

.3 A lew bells of similar shape to the thirteenth century beil at caversfield
' ,r" found in other counties, but the majority o{ these lack ioscrip-

tions or marks to prove theit age. Mr' H' B' Walters noted a bell
' at Marton-cum-Gralton, Yorkshire, inscribed :-" J CAMPANA :

SANCTI:IOIfANNIS:EWAGELIST"whichheconsideredsome-
whatlaterin<]atethantheCavelsfie]dbell.(SomeThi,rteenthCentury
English Bells, The Antiquaries Journal, 19z6, Yol' YI, p' 427 ') ' Mr'
R. 

"Clouston, rvho recent-ly examined the Marton bell, and to whom I
am indebted for photogiaphs of it, has conf,rmed NIr' Walters'
opinion. The belis at Caversfield and Marton are the only tnown
eiamptes in England of me<Iieval bells with inscriptions in Roman
lettering. In Oifordshire uninscribed bells o{ the same shape as the
thirteen"th century bell at Caversfield are fourid at Kelmscott and

Shifiord.
4 Turner's notes, of r.vhich the writer has transcripts, are now .in the

Society of Antiquaries Library ; they include rubbings of the inscrip-
tion on the bell recast in 1876.

5 Caversfield parish was {ormerly in Buckinghamshire, but since 1845 has

been in dxfordshire. A description oI the' bells was given by Mr' A'
H. Cocks in The Church Bells ol Buchinghamshire, 1897, pp. 3-5,
326-7 ; bttt he is in error in stating (r) that there were three bells
prior to fi74, Q) that the bel1 with the inscription on the sound-bow
hacl been recast, and (3) that the thirteenth century bell was the
second of the ring. Mr. Cocks did not personally examine the Cavers-
field bells, and in some u,ay misinterpreted the Rev. T. A. Turner's
notes,
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Fig. tz. The.earlythlrteenth century bell
at Caversfield, prior to the restoration
of the belfry in tgz7. For the purpose
of photographing the bel1 was "rung
up" (dr inverted) in order to get it
clear of the bell-frame.

I
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Details of the ring of three bells in 1875 i-
Bett. Inscri.Ption. Cut.Qrs.Lbs.

Treble.l+INHONOREDEIETSANTI'r324
LAVRENCII / . HVQQARQAT' SIBILLA. A VXOR EIVSHTIMPPANA
FECERVNT ECPONI

Second. * (Coin.) Lfr, *h@h@B@z * 2 2 25

ft@g@$ * 1.-s!,J$-@frq.!$

Tenor. J: TAYLOR & Co: FOUNDERS 4 3 16

LOUGHBOROUGH 1874

The approximate strike-notes of these bells in descending order
were Ar, E-and Dr. The treble is described on pp. 74-79, andthe
tenor on page 72. The second was an early fourteenth century
bell, probibly by one of the Ruffords, of 1'oddington, Bedford-
shire,^ with cioss, Fig. Lz, and lettering similar to that on the
saunce at Idbury'. The Loughborough foundry reccrds state :-
"the second is in old bell, but the treble is very ancient," from
which we may assume that the shape of the second lvas that of an

ordinary medieval bell, ancl caused no undue interest ; and from
the same source we learn that "the second became cracked, and
a new one was made in 1876." Among the Walters' MSS. at the
Society of Antiquaries' Library is a note stating that the inscrip-
tion-band of thi former second had been cut out and preserved
when the bell was recast, anC that towards the end of the nine-

teenth century it was in the possession of Canon H. T. Ellacombe,
the noted campanologista.

As this work is going to press the good news comes of an offer
bv Miss M. Phillips, a fo--rmei resident at Caversfield House, of the
gitt of two additional bells in memory of her mother and brother'
A description of these will be given in a later chapter.

6 Edw. VI. (Ex Buckinghamshire returns). Item z belles'

Visited : T.A.T., zrst April, r875, rgth July, r875' H'B'W',
January, r89o ; F.S., r92r-r949.

r For the sake of convenience the second part of the inscription_is given
- ";";;-* 

reading {rom lcft to right, but see p.' 78, -and .fiq' ^t',This beII had Seen cracked for siveral years prior to the writer's first
visit in r9zr,

z Sic.
3 Mr. Cock's oplnion that the {ormer second was cast at the medieval

London forindry is not shared by other campanologists'
a This inscription bancl may still be in existence,. although at the moment

its wheriabouts are uni<nown to campanologists'
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53. CAVERSHAM.

This parish, formerly in Oxfordshire, has been transferred to
Berkshire. The bells in the churches of St. Peter, St. Andrew,
and St. John-the-Baptist, and the Roman Catholic Church of Our
Lady and St. Anne, are described in the author's work on The
Church Bells ol Berhshire, published in the Berkshire Archaeolog-
ical Society's Journal, Vol. XLIII, ff.

54. CHADLINGTON.
St. Nicholas.

A western tower containing a ring of six bellst; tenor 39 inches
diameter, in G ; and a sanctus bell.

Bell,.

Treble.

Second.

Third.

Fourth.

Fifth.

Tenor.

Saunce.

Inscription.

Ronen, & Jerurs Weus AroeounN Wltts
Fr,crr 1796 (Border ol Fig. Hro, and
alternating.)

LET US RING MERILY (Fig. Dro.) A : R
(Bell.) t714 (Bortler, Fig. Dz.)

cOD PRESERVE THE QVEEN (Bordcr
Fig. C5.) A : R (Bell.) r7t4 (Border, F'ig.
CS.\

PEACE AND GOOD NEIGHBOURHOOD.
A.R. r7r4 / ROND & SON, FOUNDERS
BURFORI) rgrr

+
fir

App/ox
Weight

Cwt.

4

4t

s*

6t

M. @aplot @xtor! SFerit tsno Dni.
.Lctc.xI.bi.

$ lReb!. @\omas $ilbet D.@.T.. Vicar 6no
Dni fl.bccc.xl.bi.
BOND I9II 1

As on most Aldbourne bells the inscription on the treble occurs
above the sound-bow. The second and third are by Abraham
Rudhall I, as was also the former fourth'; and as the ring is not
mentioned in the r83o edition of the Rudhall catalogues, which
gives only complete rings, we may safely assume that these were
the only products of the Gloucester foundry in the tower. The
two largest bells were recast by William Taylor,' and the fourth

t Alfred White's Notebooh, (1865) fol. 78.
2 There is no mention of these trvo bells in ths Loughborough foun<lry

records,

II

8
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and saunce by Messrs. Bond and Son. The five oldest have had
their canons removed.

The cast iron side-pattern frame and ittings, type J, are by
Messrs. Bond. The former oak frame was constructed in two tiers
with the treble and second in the upper tier. The saunce hangs
under a penthouse on the top of the tower.

Visited : J.K., F.S., z8th June, 1948.

55. CHALGROVE.

St. Mary.

A western tower containing a ring of six bells ; tenor 45+
inches diameter in E ; and a sanctus bell, t7$ inches in diameter.

Inscription
Approx
Weight
Cwt.

5IS TFIE
I LI(Fig.
H. BOND

Bell.

Treble.

Second.

Third.

Fourth. t
Fifth.

Tenor

Saunce.

THE FEAR OF THE LORD
I]EGINNING OI.- WISDOM
Kj.)K t664 / RECAST BY /
& soN / BELLIOI_INDERS, BURFORD
OXON. 1888.

PRAISE THE LORD 1664

HOPE IN'GOD 1664

FEARE THE LORD 1664

ROBERT HALL & WLLIAM GREY
CHVRCH WARDENS A(Bel/)R t72s
(Border.)

I TO THE CHVRCFI THE I,IVING CALL
AND TO TI{E GRAVE DO SVMMON ALL
rTzg I (Border all round bell.)

1659

As testified by its inscription the treble was recast at ,the Bur-
ford foundry, its predecessor by Henry Knight II bbing in-
scribed : - THE FEARE OIi TIIE LORD IS THE

BEGINNING oF WISDONI H(Fig.Kj.)K
r 66-1

The tenor, a fine toned maiden bell, and the fifth are by
Abraham Rudhall II, and the remainder by Henry Knight II. The
canons of the fourth are missing ; the fifth has been sharpened,
and the rest flattened.

6

7

8l
I2

r6l

r{
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With the exception of the tenor which has gear, type E, and
was rehung by Mr. R. White in r9z8, the oak frame and remain-
ing gear, type A, are by Messrs. Bond. The saunce. retains its
original headstock and seventeenth century keyed ironwork.

6 Edw. VI. Item j great bells and on litell bell.

Visited : F.S., z8th April, 1934.

56. CHARLBURY.

S. Mary.
A western tower containing a ring of six bellst; tenor 43 inches

diameter in F ; and a sanctus bell, t7$ inches in diameter.
Approt.

Bell.. , InscriPtion. *;;rr:,

Treble. PEACE & GOOD NEIGHIIOVRHOOD 5
(FiS. Dz.\ A(Bell.)R 1716 (Border,
Fig. Dz.)

Second. PROSPERITY TO THIS TOWN & 6
PARISH (Fie. D8.) A(Ball.)R t7t6
(Border, Fig. D8.)

Third. GOD PRESERVE THE CHVRCH OF 7
ENGLAND (Fig. C5.) A(Bell.)R r7t6
(Border, Fig. C5.)

Fourth.

Fifth.

ABR: RVDHALL OF GLOVCESTER
CAST VS ALL 1716 (Border, Fig. C5.)

PROSPERITY TO ALL OVR

8

IO
Dr.) A(Bett.)R

Tenor. WM: RYMAN THO: COOKE IN: t4
ROGERS EDWD: BRAIN CHVRCH
WARDENS A(Bell.)R r7t6 (Border, Fig.
cs.)

The ring was cast at the Gloucester foundry. An oak frame
and fittings, typ" J, were installed in r9o5 by Messrs. Bond, who
removed the canons from all the bells except the saunce. The
latter is hung for chiming in a separate frame.above the others;
it bears no inscription or marks, and on evidence of shape probably
dates from the sixteenth century.

On the north wall of the tower is a brass plate inscribed :-
THE REHANGING OF THE BELLS /
ON AN OAK FRAME WAS THE GIFT
oF / FRANCIS C. B. WEST / WTNIFRED
S. B. WEST / EASTER r9o5.

Visited : J.K., F.S., zznd September, 1948.

BENEFACTORS
1716 (Border, Fig

(Fie
cs.)
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57. CHARLTON-ON-OTMOOR.

St. Mary.

A western tower containing a ring of five bells i tenor 441
inches diameter, in E ; and a sanctus bell, r8|- inches in diameter.

Bell.
Treble.

Inscription.
THE REV. MR. MURTHWAITE
RECTOR: THOS. COOPER & ED.
WHITIfERS. CFIURCHWARDENS : /
JOHN WARNER FOUNDER OF LONDON
r78g (Fiue coins.)

TI{OS. LESTER LONDON MADE MEE
1746. HENRY KIRBY & WILLIAM
BROOKES CHURCH WARDENS.

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.
6oof

Second. f

Third. MEARS & STAINBANK, FOUNDERS, 8 r q
LONDON, t898. l. C. E. PRIOR, M.A.
RECTOR. / J. BOTTRELL, F. STANTON,
CHURCHWARDENS.

Fourth.t CHRISTOPHER SHEERES O IOHN ro 2 oI
WYATT 16B r

Tenor.t BENE DICTE TREVISET ET GOD BE t6 o oI
MERCI FVLL rg6r t

Saunce.rTg3rlof
The second and third were cast at the Whitechapel foundry i

the treble and saunce are by John Warner, and the two largest by
Richard Keene, who in error reversed the date figures on the tenor.
The bells were rehung with gear, type B, in a wrought-iron frame
by Messrs. Webb and Bennett in 1896.

On May r4th, 1787, the churchwardens stated :-"wee
present the treble bell broke but it will be new run imedately"r

The former third was by Matthew Bagley II, and inscribed:-,
-:- RALPH. KIRBY. IOHN. :. HONOR :-:
CHIJRCH . : . WARDENS : M : BAGLE.I
MADEMrT55r

6 Edw. VI. 4 gr,eate belles and a saunce bell.
At the Mission Church at Murcot in this parish is one small

modern bell, hung for chiming in an open turret.
Visited : F.S., rg2r-r948.

t Sic.
2 From notes by ilIr. G. J. Dew, of Lower Heyford

700f
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58. CHASTLETON.

St. Mary.

A southern tower containing a ring of six bellst; tenor 34
inches diameter, in A.

Bcll. Inscriptksn
Approt
Weight

Cwt.

,11Treble

Third.

Fourth.

Fifth

Tenor

Second. 4r

The treble and tenor are by John Rudhall ; the second is by
Matthew Bagley II, the third by Richard Keene, and the fourth
and fifth by Henry Bagley III.

The fittings, type A, are by Messrs. Bond, who removed the
canons from all the bells and rehung them in the existing two-tier
oak frame. The treble is hung in the upper tier.

Visited : F.S., zzndMarch, t948.

1 As both bells have the same diarneter, the second is lighter and thinner
than the treble to sound one rvhole tone beiorv it.

2 Sic.

Tnr Grnr oF IonN loNrs & Antrun
Ionns EsBurnrs r8r r / IorrN Ruonar-r.
Gl.ocrisrER Facr. (Border, Fig. D8.)

IOHN : PREEDY : RICHARD : DAVIS
: CHT}RCH : WARDENS ; M : BAGLEY
: M.ApE '. ME : t76z 

1

r696

RICHARD. PAXITORD : RICHARD.
MAIDS : C. W: H. BAGLEY. MA.
MEJ73J :-:.'

RICHARD. PAXFORD : RICHARD.
MAIDS : C. WARDFNS : H. BAGLEY.
MADE. ME JZ:J,

G. Ganosrin & W. IlunenrocB C.
WanorNs. 1825. @ig. Bj.) r. RI-IDHALL
F.act. (Fi,g. B j.)

+1

5

6

7*
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59. CHECKENDON.

SS. Peter and Paul.
A western tower containing a ring of six bellst; tenor approxi-

mately 39fi inches diameter,l in G (slightly flat).
Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.

Treble.

Second.

Third.

Fourth.

Fifth.

LBsrrn & Pac< or Lorqoox Frcrr 1765

(On waist: same us treble, but without
date).

Musrcr Is MrlBcrxo ro Trle MrNo
LBsrBn & Pe.cr ro: LoNooN Frcrr 1765
(Loop ornatnent, Fig. Grt.)
lrcans & STATNBANK, FoUNDERS, LoNDoN,
1879. I o PRATsE ouR GoD, vr eeoer-r f
IN Wrorocr<. Beuos Ar-r Ye Wno JorN
WrTrr HeNos Youn Hnanrs llNrrc so
Srrarr- Oun Turvslul (Scroll.) / ToNcurs
ColrsrNe ro Leuo Tnr Nuprre.r.. RrrB
I-estcn & Pacr LoNooN Frcrr 1765
(Vase among scrolls.) (Scroll.)

4

5

6

7

o

o

6

2 o+

o o+

of

o{

Tenor. urans & sTATNBANK, FouNDERs, LoNDoN, ro z 8
1879. I c. J. ABBEv REcroR, r{. HopE AND
A. ToBrrr cHURCHwARDENs. / cr.onv ro GoD
rN rnr urcxrsr l-

The ring was cast in r765 at the Whitechapel foundry where
also the fourth and tenor were recast in 1879, In the present
century the canons were removed from all the bells which were
then rehung with gear, type J, in a new compos-te iron and steel
side-pattern frame.

From Tyssen's MS. we learn that the Tormer fourth was in-
scribed :-

Oun Vorcns Sner-r- Wrrn Jovrur- SouNo
MarB Hrr,r-s ANo Vamrrs Ecno RouNo
Lrston & Pacx or LoNooN Frcrr 1765
(Loop border.)

and that the former tenor bore the inscription :-
Rrcno. Surnwooo & GnrrrrrH Weno
Cn. Wenoexs t765 LBsmn & PAcK oF
LoNnoN Fecrc (Scroll.)

6 Edw. VI. Itam 4 belles in the stepl.e.

Visited : A.D.T., circa r87o. F.S., rgth February, 1949.

1 The tenor has been sharpened by the removal of a portion oI its lip and
is difficult to measure.

z Sic.
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60. CHESTERTON.'

St. Maty.

A western tower containing a ring o{ three bellst; tenor 4o}
inches diameter, in F fi ; and a sanctus bell, r3t inches in diameter.

Bett. Inscription. ii!r:r";r.
Cwt.

Treble. IfENDRY: .lt I.-ARMER "I0 AND .10 7+
rAMES *, KEENE *, MADE .1, ME
t64 ofu

Second. (Same as treble.) 8*

Tenor. (Cross, Fig. 18.) g Xt @ * @ @ fi, G2 rr+
(Shield,Fig.Dtr.) @ g N (Lion's
head, I;'ig. lt[2.) N @ q, h

Saunce. R CHANDLER MADE ME r7r5 *
The treble and second are by Henry Farmer and James Keene,

whose joint work is rare3; the lettering and fleurs-de-lys (Fig. Az)
are those formerly used by Farmer and subsequently by Keene.
The tenor is an interesting bell by William Watts, oI Bedford, circa
r59o ; the lettering{ and founder's marks are those formerly used
by the Brasyers of Norwich, in the fifteenth century ; and meaning-
less collections of letters are a distinctive feature of bells by Watts.
The saunce is by Richard Chandler III.

The saunce retains its canons and hangs in a separate oak
frame near the west window of the belfry ; the bell is fitted with
an elm headstock, drive-in type gudgeons, nailed and keyed iron-
work, and lever : it retains the medieval stirrup-topped clapper and
iron baldrick copse of its predecessor.

At the end of the last century the ring was rehung with gear,
type B, in the existing eighteenth century oak frame by Messrs.
Webb and Bennett, who removed the canons from the three largest
bells. The former tenor heaCstock is preserved in the tower, and
this bell has an eighteenth century roller in addition to the modern
ground pulley.

r A revised account of that given in The Church Bells ol The Deanery ol
Bicester, Oxfordshire, pp. 2t-22.

2 Si,c.
3 A bell at Woolstone, Gloucestershire, was cast by these two men.
a Sharpe, ut sup., p. zz, and Fig. 7.
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There are pits in the bell-frame for four bells and the ring was
formerly composed of that number. The missing bell (the treble
of the ring of four) was by Richard Keene, and inscribed :-

R K 1659 RICHARD HARVEY C W
A rubbing of the inscription is preserved among the Turner

collection in the Society of Antiquaries Library.
6 Edw. VI. Item three belles and, a sanctus bell.

Visited : F.S., zoth Jdy, t949.

61. CHINNOR.

St. Andrew.
A western tower containing a ring of six bellst; tenor 39f

inches di4meter, in G ; and a sanctus bell, 17 inches in diameter.
Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs'.

Trebie. G. MEARS & CO. FOUNDERS LONDON 5 r 7
t864.

(Sawe as treble.)

HONAR GOD x635

THOMAS EWSTACE CHRISTOPHER
IIRooKES C(Fig. Lj.)w I H(I:ig. Kj.)K
r663

IIENRX KNXGHT MADE MEE x6zo Q
(Cross, Fig. Diz.) @1l& llg@h@.\
@x@h sfi,q, xfr g@.{@fr hsl.@n@Dp@ q.hg frsfi@ I wk
MEARS & CO. FOUNDERS LONDON
r865

Second

Third.

!-ourth

Fifth.
Tenor

Saunce.

3

I

o

5

6

7

4

o+

o+

oI
oI

8

ro2

IIO

Prior to 1864 the ring consisted of five bells ; the tenor of these,

43 inches diameter, in F, weighing approximately r4 cwt. and cast
by Henry Knight II, was then recast into the present treble and.
second at the Whitechapel foundry, where also the saunce was re-
cast a year later. The other bells are by members of the Knight
family, the present tenor, dating ftom circa 1586, being by William
Knight II, whose bells are comparatively rare.'

The former tenor bore the inscription :-'
CnnrsrovnR KING THoMAS I,IoNDAY
CHVR(IH WARDENS 165r H9!K

r See Sharpe, ut sup., $ rt8.
: Tyssen MS., circa 186o, Society of Antiquaries Library
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With the exception of the saunce all have Iost their canons,
and are fitted with rolled-steel headstocks. The oak bell-{rame is
fairly modern.

7 Edw. VI. Item 4 belles uith a sauns bell.
Visited : F.S., rgth September, 1936.

62. CHIPPING NORTON.

St. Mary.
A western tower containing a ring of eight bells ; tenor 43f

inches diameter, in Ffi ; and a sanctus bell, zo inches in diameter.

Bell.
Treble.

Second.

Third.
Fourth.
Fifth.
Sixth.
Seventh

Tenor.

InscriPtion.
MEARS & STAINBANK, LONDON.
(Same.as treble.)

(The samc.)

(T he satne.)

(The sarne.\

(The satne.)

(The same.)

JES(], MISERERE MEI. / THESE
I]ELLS ORIGINALLY CAST BY / JOHN
RUDHALL, GLOUCESTER, 1825. / R. S.
SKILLERN, VICAR. / J. HEYNES, / S.
GUY, }CHURCHWARDENS, / WERE
RECASI BY MEARS & STAINBANK,
LONDON, rso7. I G. A. LITTLEDALE,
M.A. VTCAR. I A. C. RAWLINSON,
/ THOMAS DONELLY, t
CHURCHWARDENS. / D. Sr. G. DALY,
CHI]RCHWARDEN FOR OVER
NORTON.

Cut.Qrs.Lbs

43
5r
53
63
73
8z

ro2

6

23

r3

.J

r7

6

414 r

As indicated on the tenor the ring was recast from the metal of
eight former bells at the Whitechapel foundry in'tgoT : the present
bells have "Doncaster" type heads, and were hung with gear,
type B, in a wrought iron side-pattern frame by Messrs. Webb and
Bennett.

The saunce hangs in an oak frame above the others. It was
cast by Richard Purdue, and bears the inscription ;-" + ANNO
O DO O MI O NI Q 16z4 R(Bell)P". The letters N in Anno
are conjoined, and the figure 6 is reversed ; below the shoulder of
the bell is a band of interlacing fleurs-de-lys, similar to Bagleys' ;

and on the waist are the initials "C.P.", a shield bearing a iarge
fleur-de-lys, two crowns, and the words "ICH DIEN."
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The following particulars of the former ring are derived from
transcripts of the Rev. T. A. Turner's notes, made by Mr. H. B.
Walters,l from the Rudhall catalogues and the Whitechapel
,foundry records :-

Former ring of eight bells ; tenor 43{ inches in diameter.
Approx.

Bell. Inscri!>tion. *r:;fr!,

Treble. IonN Ruorer-r- Fscr. l8z5 @ig. Bj, fiue 5
times.)

Second. (Sarne as treble.) S*
Third. IonN Ruoner-r- Frcr. 1825 6

Fourth. TnB RBvu. R. S. Srrr-r-rnw Vrcet y8z5 6l
IosN Ruorrarr. Frcr.

Fifth. J. HEyNEs & S. Guv CruncH WanorNs 7' j8z5 IonN Ruonar.r. Frcr.
Sixth. (Same as fourth.) 8

Seventh. J. Canprntrn CHutcuwagorN Oven rr
i.{onr:oN ;825 I. Ruonau Frci.

Tenor. Txr Rrvo. R. S. SxIr.r-enN Vrcan. 14

J, HEYNES & S. Gurr Cnuncu WenorNs
y8z5 IoHN Ruonar-r. FBcr.

The following advertisement appeared in the Gloucester

Journal'on Monday, rst May, 18z6 :-
"On Monday next will be opened in the newly-erected tower

of Chipping Norton Church, Oxon, a peal (sic.) of eightbells, cast
Mr. Rudhall, of this city ; on which occasion'the Churchwardens
will give prizes of 51. 31. ard zl. for the best three peals of changes
that shall be rung."

The fourth of Rudhall's ring was recast at the Burford
foundry in r88g', and inscribed :-

H BOND & SON BELL FOUNDERS BURFORD OXON 1889

Visited : T.A.T., r8th September, 1878 ; F.S., 5th February,
7949.

r In Mr. Walters' tralscript the dates of the first three bells are given as
1835. The bells, however, are included in the r83o edition of Rud-
hallrs catalogue, and in view of this and the extract from the
Gloucester Journal given later I have ammended them to 1825.

: Vol. CV, No. 5413.
3 The Rev. F. E. Robinson, Antong the Bells, 1909, p.zr8, records the

date of Messrs. Bond's beli as 1885; his estimate of the approximate
weights varies a littie from those given above.
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63 CHISELHAMPTON

St. Katherine.

An open cupola on top of a small tower containing two bells,
zr$ and zz inches in diameter respectively, hung for ringing ; and
a sanctus bell ro| inches in diameter.

The bells were examined, by Mr. H. B. Walters, who notes
that they bore no inscriptions ; that the treble is older than the
tenor, and that neither are of great antiquity. On the waist of the
saunce is a geometrical device, for which see Fig. L9.

7 Edw. VI. Item z belles in the steple.

Visited : H.B.W., 7th Jrne, rgzz.

64. CHURCHILL.

All Saints.

A western tower containing a ring of six bellst; tenor 4o inches
diameter, in G.

Bell. Inscription. Cut.Qrs.Lbs.
Treble. M (ctther letters liLed ofl.) 5 2 of
Second.MDCCCXXVI 6oof
ThiTd.MDCCCXXVI 63o1,
Fourth. R: TAYLOR & SONS FOUNDERS. ? o of

MDCCCXXVI.

FiIth. MDCCCXXVI 7 323
Tenor. THIS PEAL WAS RECAST BY / ROBT ro 3 27

TAYLOR OF OXI-ORD 1826. I -:- -:-
WATCH AND PRAY FOR YOU KNOW
NOT THE I{OUR OF DEATH _:_ I
RECAST BY MEARS & STAINBANK I
WHITECHAPEL FOLINDRY / LONDON.

. rgg4.

A ring of six by Robert Taylor and Sons, of which the tenor
has been recast at the Whitechapel founCry. From Messrs. Taylors'
books we learn that the former tenor weighed rr cwt. r qr. 2i lbs.,
and the weight of the fifth recorded above is derived from the same
source, which unfortunately only gives the approximate weights of
the others. The bells have lost their canoni,-and hang in in oak
frame installed in 18z6 ; the-fi1tings, type J, date from the present
century and are the work of Messrs. Bond.
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Irigs. Kr-Krr. llalf-scale detaiis of founders' marks. Kr, Kz, K4 and
Krr, Wokingham medieval fouudry. K3, K6, K8 and Kro, Reading
foundry. K5 and K7, London medieval foundry. K9, Whitech-apel
foundry.

K'll'>

I
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The inscription on the former tenor was recorded by Alfred
Whiter on July r5th, 1858, as follows :-

WATCH FOR YOU KNOW NOT THE HOUR OF DEATH.
THIS PEAL WAS RECAST BY ROBT. TAYLOR & SONS
OXFORD MDCCCXXVI.
ln Kelly' s Directory the statement is made that:-"The Church

was erected in 18z6. . and contains a clock and six bells, five
of which, dated 163o, were removed from the old church ; one is
inscribed :-

OUR MOURNFUL SOUND DOTH WARNING GIVE
the couplet being finished on the fsn61 '-

THAT MAN CANNOT HEARE ALL WAYES LIVE"
There is no doubt that here we have a record of the bells exist-

ing prior to t\z6; and the most likely founder to have cast this
ring of five in 163o would be James Keene.

Visited : F.S., 3rd July, 1948.

65 CLANFIELD.
St. Stephen.

A western tower containing a ring of eight bells ; tenor 4z$,
inches diameter, in F fi .

Bell. Inscription. Cut.Qrs.Lbs.
Treble. (Border.) TO THE GLORY OF GOD / 3 2 22

THIS BELL WAS GIVEN BY / L. R.
KNAPP & ELIZABETH HIS WIFE
i iN REMEMBRANCE OF MANY
MERCIES I @ie..F18') r9o5 Gig. H8.)
/ W. N. RAINEY. VICAR. I (Lough-
borough found.rY marh.)

Secorid. THIS BELL WAS GIVEN BY THE 4' o 25
WOMEN OF CLANFIELD (Fig.H8.) rso5
(Fig. H8.) I (Border all round bell.) I
GIVEN BY WOMEN, I THE WOMEN
CALL / TO GIVE THEMSELVES TO
GOD WHO GIVETH ALL / W. N.
RAINEY. VICAR. I (Loughborough
Ioundry marh.)

Third.t JOHN TAYLOR & CO. (Fie. H8.) 4 t rr
FOUNDERS (Fie. H8.)
LoUGHBORoUGH (Fig. H8.)
LEICESTERSHIRE (Fig. H8.) I (Border
all round bell.) I SO LONG IN SAFETY
CLANFIELD DWELLS / AS CLANFIELD
HEEDS THE CHURCH'S BELLS I
REV. W. N. RAINEY. VICAR. r9o5.

1 A, White's Notebooh, fol. 49.
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B ell. InscriPtion. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs .

Fourth.t OF FOVRE WE FIVE WERE MADE 5 3 2

TO BE IN 1653 (Fig. Gt, tuice) (Fig. Az.)

Fifth I IAMES KEENE MADE THIS RING .6 r 5
(Fis. Az.) r653 Gig. Az.) IOHN
SANDERS {}ENT (Flg. lz.)

Sixth. f RICH MAY ROB ROBBINS C W t6g6 6 3 ,9

Seventh.t @ig. Az.) LORD LET DISSENTION s 2 25
VANISH IANGLING CEASE THAT WE
MAY RING THE LONGED FOR I
PEALE OF PEACE 1653

Tenor.f t66L t2 3 16

The three smallest bells were added to the ring in r9o5, and at
the same time Messrs. Taylor and Co. supplied a cast iron H-
pattern frame, and fittings type G. The treble and second have
flanged canons ; the third was cast with a flat head ; and the
canons have been removed from the remainder.

The former ring of five (of which three bells remain) was cast
in 1653 by James Keene from the metal of an earlier ring of four,
as testified by the inscriptions on the present fourth and fifth :

John Sanders was probably the donor. Subsequently the present
sixth (then the.third of the ring of five) was recast by James' son,
Richard. The shape of the tenor and its mouldings also look like
Richard Keene's work ; but the date numerals, intended for t667,
are not his usual ones, being thick and rough, and they closely
resemble those favoured by Michael Darbie, who also may have
been the founder of this bell.

Five old clappers are preserved anC hang on the north wall
of the first floor chamber in the tower : three of them are medieval,
proving that there were at least three bells in the ring in pre-
reformation times.

Visited : F.S., roth July, 1948.

66. CLAYDON.

St. James-the-Great.
A western tower containing a ring of three bells ; tenor 3zl

inches diameter, in B D .

Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.
Treble. + BE YT KNOWN TO 'ALL ' 4 o of

THAT DOTH ME SEE THAT
NEWCOMBE OF LEICESTER
MADE MEE 16rr
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Bell.
Second.

Tenor.

Inscription.
NEWCOMBE OF LEICESTER MADE
MEE ' 16o9 f
CAST 1756 BY BAGLEY, RECAST r9ro.
I + / A.M.D.G. lE. SYMES
THOMPSON, VTCAR. I J.F.GOODE,
/ s. WELLS I CHURCHWARDENS.
lM&s I (.Bell.) LoNDoN.

These bells hang in a wrought iron two-tier frame installed in
rgro by Mr. R. White, who also supplied new gear, type C.

The treble and second are by the Newcombe "firm"; the tenor
wzis recast at the Whitechapel foundry. The former tenor is said
to have been inscribed :-'

IOHN ASTELL:-: THON{AS : WEI-LS -:- C :-: W:-: M
:-: BAGLEY : MADE : MEtr :-: t756 :.

Visited : F.S., gth December, 1933.

67 CLIFTON.
St. James.

An open western turret containing two small bells, hung for
chiming, and inaccessible without the erection of scaffolding.

I have a note by Mr. L. H. Chambers, of St. Albans, that one
of the bells is by Messrs. Tayior and Co., 1852, inscribed :-

@fiifr,xg ltxgg@ gD GL@*xgfii D@x
Messrs. Taylor r.tave no record of this bell.
When viewed from the ground both beiis appear to be of mid-

eighteenth century shape, and have angular type canons.

68. CLIFTON HAMPDEN.
St. Michael.

An enclosed western turret with spirelet containing a chime of
five bells ; tenor 3zf inches diarneter, in B.

Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.
Treble. LAUDATE PUERI DOMINUM LAUDATE 3 2 zt

NOMEN I]OMINI
Second. VIGILATE ET ORATE NE INTRETIS 4 o 3

IN TENTATIONEM

1 Walters' MS., {ol. 82, Society o{ Antiquaries Library. Mr. Walters
did not visit this tower, hou.ever, and gives no reference stating his
source of information,

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.

500f

6o3
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Third.
Fourth.

Tenor.

BENEDICITE OMNIA OPERA DNI DNO

SANCTUS SANCTUS SANCTUS DNUS
DEUS SABAOTH

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO I
MEARS LONDINI FECERUNT 1844
REFECERUNT asoT

The bells are by Messrs. Mears and Stainbank, r9o7, ar.d are
sounded by means of hammers worked from an "Ellacombe"
chiming manual. The former bells were by C. and G. Mears.

6 Edw. VI. Item z belles.
Visited : L.H.C., circa tgzo.

16

23

r6

I

J

4

4

6

69, COGGES.

St. Mary.
A north-western tower containing two bells

in diameter respectively ; and a sanctus bell, 17
zf$ and 3r inches

inches in diameter.

Betr. rnscription. itli;;r.
Cut.

Treble. *' iAMES & KEENE * MADE * 4
ME * 16z6 (Border.)

Tenor. -:-THOMAS:LINSEY: WILLIAM: 5*
HANKS : CHURCH : WARDENS : M :

BAGLEY:MADE:MEE:J757
Saunce. R Werrs r

The treble, an early example from the Woodstock foundry,
has a border of interlacing fleurs-de-lys below the inscription
band ; the tenor, by Matthew Bagley II, has a cable moulding be-
low the shoulder ; both are maiden bells, and their approximate
strike-notes are B and D. The inscription on the saunce occurs
inside, a peculiarity often found on bells by Robert Wells 7, circa
r?60.r

The bells are fitted with seventeenth century elm headstocks,
having drive-in type gudgeons, keyed ironwork and wheels of
aooroiimatelv the same date. The saunce is fitted with a half-
Jil..I. The oak frame was constructed to house a ring of three,
and as Bagley's r73z catalogue states :-"Coggs (Tenor) r bell,"
the missing bell was doubtless larger than the present ones and cast
by a member of the Bagley familY.

Visited : F.S., rst February, 1936.

1 A similar instance occurs at Fringford'
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A north-western tower containing three bells. Of these, the
smallest, rz inches in diameter, is hung for chiming ; it bears
merely the date "186o" and is probably the work of G6orge Mears.

The other bells are hung for ringing : one of them, rB{ inches
in diameter, bears no inscription, buLhas cabled canons of fhe type
favoured by the Rudhalls ; the other, zz inches in diameter, iast
by Henry Bagley III, is inscribed :-

THOMAS PRICE CHURCH WARDEN
HENRY BAGLEY MADE MEE T73z

Visited : F.S., 3rd March, tgz7.

70. COKETHORPE.l

St. Mary.

7t COOMBE.

St. Laurence.

A western tower containing a ring of six bellst; tenor 4o{
inches diameter, in F fi ; and a sanctus bell, 15 inches in diameter.

Bell.
Treble.

Second.

Third.
Fourth.

Fifth.
Tenor.

Inscription.
(Border all round bell.) I (Loughborough
loundry nurh.l IRECAST r9z4

(Same as treble.)

(The sunte.)

(The same.)

(The same.)

(Tl,te same.)

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs

3314

20

r6

8

r5

o

o

I

I

o

4

5

6

8

t2

A tablet on the south wall of the tower is inscribed :-
THESE BELI-S WERI' RECAST AND HLTNG I]Y MESSRS. TAYI-OR
B-EI-LF'OUNDERS / LOITGHBORO[.T(;H IN MARCH 1925, USE BEING
MADE OF TrrE METAL / OF FrVE ANCTENT BELLS baMecpo gy
FIRE IN MARCH rsfi. I JOHN H. PEARSON, M.A. VTCAR. I A. H.
GIBSON. / W E. OT,IVER. / CHURCHWARDENS.

The saunce, which bears no inscription or marks, survived
the fire in r9r8.: it retains its canons and is hung for chiming. Th;
ring is fi-tted with gear, type M, and hangs in"a cast iroi side_
pattern frame.

1 Or Hardrvick,
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Figs. Lr-Lrr. Half-scale details of founders' marks and borders. Lr,
Buckingham foundry. Lz, IJnknown fourteenth century Ioundry. L3,
Reading foundry. L4, LB and Lro, I3urford foundry. L5 and L7,
Chacombe foundry. L6, Aidbourne foundry. L9, IJnknown seven-
teenth century foundry. Lrr, London {oundry.

to
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Particulars of the former ring of five have been derived from
notes by Mr. Alfred White,' and Mr. H. B. Walters.,

Bell. Inscription.

Treble. t6zt

Second. IAMES *) KEENE *) MADE .10 ME .&
16z8 (Bortler, probably Fig. Ar.)

Third. IAMES *' KEENE * MADE .l' ME .!e
r629

Fourth. Rrcno. Hrtr. aNo Tno : Lav Cn: WenorNs

&oor74y.
Tenor. IOI{N MALCHER IONAH SMITH C. W.

r6(?)8

Of these the treble was probably by Robert Atton ; the second
and third were by James Keene, and the fourth by Abraham
Rudhall II. Mr. White read the date on the tenor as 1628, but
while stating that it was difficult to read Mr. Walters thought it
must be intended for 1688, and the work of Richard Keene. I
am inclined to think Mr. White's reading is likely to be correct, as
Richard Keene used a distinctive form of figure 8 compdsing two
separate circles, which could not easily have been mistaken.

Visited : F.S., znd August, 1948.

72. CORNWELL.

St. Peter.

An open central turret containing one bell hung for ringing.
When viewed from the churchyard the bell appears to bear no in-
scription and to be of fairly modern shape.

At Cornwell Manor is one bell, 14 inches in diameter, cast at
the Cripplegate foundry, hung for ringing, and inscribed :-

J. WARNER & SONS, LONDON. r87e.

Visited : F.S., 9th November, 1942.

1 Notebooh, fol. 5o.
2 Walters' MS., Society of Antiguaries Library



THE CHURCH BELI-S OF OXFORDSFIIRE IOI

73 COTTISFORD.

St. Mary.
A timber belfry in the apex of the roof at the west end of the

nave containing two bells, zo| and 25f; inches in diameter respec-
tively, hung for ringing.

The larger bell, which has the higher strike-note and ranks as
the treble, is inscribed :-

CAST BY JOHN WARNER & SONS
LONDON 1858 I (Royal Arms.) I PATENT

The smaller bell, a much thinner casting, with a strike-note
approximately a semi-tone below the other bell, bears the inscrip-
tion :-

' WILLIAM TOPPING C W (Floral Scroll.)
WBMAMrTro

The latter is intended for "William Topping Church Warden.
William Bagley made me r7ro."

Preserved in the church is a small sanctus bell, ro$ inches in
diameter ; it bears no inscription but has two geometrical devices
cutting into the moulding wires below its shoulder. These devices
are illustrated in Figs. Jro and Jrr, and the bell is illustrated in
Fig. 14. Two of its canons are missing, and judged by its shape
the bell dates from between 166o and qoo. It is fitted with an elm
headstock, drive-in type gudgeons, and nailed and keyed iron-
work.

6 Edw. VI. Itern z gret belles, z handebelles and a sacing
bell.

At Cottisford House, the residence of Sir Robert and Lady
Brooke-Popham, is a bell, 8| inches in diameter, with peg-type
argent and no canons, which was brought by them from Bag-
borough Park, near Taunton, Somersetshire. It is inscribed with
the date " $68" in numerals which resemble those used by the
Purdues, and having the flat-topped "8" so frequently found on
their products.

Visited : F.S., rg32-r949.

74. COY/LEY.

St. Alban.

An open western turret containing one bell, hung "dead," and
fitted with elm "deadstock" and chiming hammer. The bell was
hang circa 1934.

Visited : A.R.P., F.S., 3oth October, 1948.

a
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/>

is medieval, and there is evidence in the
below the apex of the western gable that it

Visited : A.R.P., F.S., 3oth October, 1948

/o. COWLEY.

St. Francis Church Hall.

COWLEY.

St. Bartholomew's Hospital Ch.p"l.
At present the chapel does not possess a bell, but the building

masonry
formerly

of an opening
possessed one.

An open western turret containing one bell hung for ringing.
The bell is of nineteenth century shape, with rounded canons of
the Whitechapel pattern ; it is fitted with an elm headstock, plate
gudgeons, brass bearings, and a second-hand wheel of the tradi-
tional type. The Whitechapel foundry records state that a bell,
zz rrches in diameter, was supplied by Messrs. Mears and Stain-
bank to St. I.'rancis Church HaIl in r93o, but the present bell and
flttings appear to be much older.

Visited : F.S., November, 1948.

77 COWLEY.

St. James.
A western tower containing a ring of six bellst; tenor 3z

inches diameter, in B ; and a sanctus bell, 13$ inches in diameter.

Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.

Treble. + REMEMBER 1939-1945. MAY THEY 2 3 20
REST IN PEACE. (Obuerse and reuerse
ol a half-crown.) I ry(Whitechapel loundry
tiarh.)4s / MEARS & STAINBANK.

Second. DANIEL WHITE. WALTER DAY. 3 o 2r
CHURCH - WARDENS (Fig. P5.) I E:
HEMINS FECIT. J738 (Fig. P5, sir times.)
I rg(Whi,techapel Ioundry mark.) 49 I
RECAST BY MEARS & STAINBANK.

Third. DANIEL WHITE. WALTART DAY. 3 2 22
CHURCH:WARDENS (Fig. P5, tuice.)
/ EDWARD HEMINS (Fig. P5.) FECIT.
J738 (Fig. P5, six times.) I (Whitechapel
loundry marh.) I RECAST BY MEARS &
STAINBANK 1949.

I Sic
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Photo : Messts. Mears and Stainbanh.

Fig. r3. Cowley St. James. The ring of six bells !n gomposite cast iron- and steel trvo-tier frame by Messrs. Mears and Stainbank, 1949. The
tenor is nearest the camera ; the treble occupies the upper tier ; the
third and fourth are inverted for ringing ; the gear'is type H.
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Beil. Inscription. Cut.Qrs.Lbs.

Fourth. (Fig. N9.) BENEDICTA SIT SANCTA 4 t t2
TRINITAS (Fig. P5, three tintes.) I E,d
HeurNs : FBcrr SBprBMeBn 3. J73g
(Fig. P5, six tintes.) lry(Whitechapel
foundry mark.)49 / RECAST BY MEARS
& STAINBANK.

I,'i-fth. 1693 I (l|thitechapel f.oundry marh.) I S o 2
RECAST BY MEARS & STAINBANK.
r949'

Tenor. WILL TERRELL t6g4 C.W. IAMES 5 3 3
WHIT1 I (Whitechapel I,oundry marh.) I
RECAST BY MEARS AND STAINI]ANK.
1949.

A ring of six from the Whitechapel foundry. The five largest
were cast from the metal of former bells, and a treble added to
make six, in 1949. The lettering on the old bells has been repro-
duced on their successors, but the spacing of the inscriptions and
the number of ornaments on the new bells differ slightly from those
on their predecessors

The gear, type H, and the composite cast iron and steel two-
tier frame are illustrated in Fig. 13. The saunce, by Richard
Keene, dated "169r," is at present unhung.

Details of the former ring of five bells

Bell.
Treble.

Second

Thirrl.

Fourth

Tenor.

Inscription.
DANIEL WHITE. WALTER DAY.
CHURCH-WARDENS (Fie. Nq.) E:
HEMINS FECIT J738 (Fig. P5, fiue times.)

DANIEL WHITE. WALTAR1 DAY.
CHURCH:WARDENS (Fie. NC.)
EDWARD HEMINS F'ECIT 1738 (Fig. P5,

fiue tim.es.)

(F;.g. N9.) BENEDICTA SIT SANCTA
TRINITAS (Fig. P5, four times.) Ed:
HBnrxs : Ftlcrr SEprrlresn 3. J739
(Fig. P5, fiue times.)

r693

IAMES WHIT1 WILL TERRELL C W 1694

Cut.Qrs.Lbs.

30r

3r12

3r22

4027
6o4

r Sic
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The first three bells were by Edward Hemins ; the remainder
on evidence of lettering and miluldings, were by Richard Keene.
They hung in an oak frame, and were not in good order when
visited by the author in rg3z.

6 Edw. VI. Item j belles and. a saunc bell.

Visited : F.S., zznd October, rg3z, zoth September, 1949.

78. COWLEY

St. Luke.
't'lr

A north-western tower containing a chime of four bellst, of
which the first three are hung "dead" and sounded by means of
electrically operated chiming hammers, and the largest hung for
ringing ahd swung by means of an electric motor. Above the vestry
roof is a sanctus bell, hung for chiming.

Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.

Treble. GILLETT & JOHNSTON, FOUNDERS, 6 o 2
re38. / CROYDON, ENGLAND. I CFI I
693o I t

Second. (Sant.e as treble, but with pa,ttern No. 7 t ro
sss+l t)

Third. (The same, but with pattern No. 5qzl5) ro 2 14

Tenor. GILLETT & JOHNSTON, FOUNDERS. / 24 o 7
CROYDoN, ENGLAND. I CFI I Ssss I
MAY EVERY TONGUE BENEATH THE
SKY / SEND FORTH SO SWEET A
SOI]ND AS I / AND PRAISE THE LORD
CONTINUALLY. lrq8. l8

These bells were cast at the Croydon foundry ; their strike-
notes are 80, C, AD and ED, and they are tuned to form the
treble, third, fifth and tenor of a future ring of eight. The
diameter of the tenor is 5o$ inches.

The saunce' was supplied in 1934 by Messrs. Mears and Stain-
bank to St. James' Hall, where it did duty for four years before
being moved to its present position. Its strike-note is D natural
and it weighs 4 cwt. 3 qrs. rz lbs.

Visited : A.R.P., F.S., 3oth October, 1948.

1 The author is indebted to Mr. A. R. Pink for particulars of this beII.
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79. COWLEY.

SS. Mary and, John.
A western tower containing one bell of late nineteenth century

date, 14 inches in diameter, hung for ringing, and inscribed with
its makers' names :-

J. WARNER & SONS LONDON
In an opening on the east gable of the nave hangs a disused

sanctus bell, inaccessible without scaffolding. When viewed from
the churchyard the bell appears old, having three narrow mould-
ings round its shoulder, and is much chipped at the lip.

Visited : A.R.P., F.S., 3oth October, 1948.

80. CRAWLEY.

St. Petdr.

One bell, rrf inches in diameter, inscribed with the date :-
tStz

Visited : L.H.C., 6th August, r9zo.

81. CROPREDY.

St. Mary.
A western towel containing a ring of six bellst; tenor 45$

inches diameter, in E ; and a sanctus bell,. r9 inches in diameter.
Appro*.

Belt. Inscription. *":;fr:,

Treble. CANTATE (Fie. AC.) DOMINO (Fie. 5+
19.) CANTICVM (Fig.l9.) NoVVM (Fis.
Ac.) / WILLIAM (Fig. 49.\ BAGLEY
(Fig. Ft.) MADE, (Fig. Ft.) ME'E (Fis.
Fr.) 169o (Fig. Fr.)

Second. WILLIAM (Fig. 49) BAGLEY (Fig. Ftr.) 6i
MADE (Fig. Ft.) ME.E (Fig. Frr.) 1686
(Fig. A9.)

Third MATHEW (Fig. 49.) BAGLEY (Fi,g. A9.)
MADE (Fig. A9.) ME.E (Fig. A9.) t68s
(Fig. Frr.)
FEAR (Fig. Frr.) GOD

l4

8+
(Fie
(Fis
Frt,

. Frr

. Ftr
)

(Fis
(Fis.
Ftr.

HONOR
Frr.) AND
Ftr.) THE
) r68s (Fig.

Fourth.

KrNG (F;g
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Bell.

Fifth.

Tenor

Inscription.

RICHARD (Fig. Ft.) HICHMAN (Fie.
Fz.) SOLAMAN (Fig. Fr.) HOVSE (Fig.
Fr.) IOHN (Fi,g. Fr.) HVNT (Fig. Fr.)
IOHN (Fie. Fr.) HASLOR (Fig. Fr.)
C(Fig. Fr.)w (F'ig. Ft.) r68s (Fig. Fr.)
I (Double band ot' Fig. A9.)

CAI-COTT (Fig. Fr.) CHAMBERS (Fis.
Fr.) OF (Fig. Ft.) WILLSCOTE (Fig.
Ftt). GENT (Fie. Frt.) GAVE (Fie.
Fr.) MEE (Fig. Ft.) r68s (Fig. Fr.) I
(Bancl of Fi,g. I,'rt.) I (Royal Arms.)

3o7t EEM EDAM YEI.GAB MAILLIW

Approx
Weight
Cut.

II+

r6

: Saunce r{

All the bells were cast at the Chacombe foundry ; the tenor is
a very fine-toned bell.

The ring hangs in a cast iron side-pattern frame with pits for
eight bells, installed in r9r3 by Messrs. Warner ; the fittings of the
first five bells, type B, are also by them ; those of the tenor, type
E, were recently renewed by the Loughborough foundry.

The saunce alone retains its canons, and is hung for chiming :
'its inscription was not reversed in tl.re cope, or oute; mould, prior
to casting, and consequently reads backwards.

In an open belllrame standing in the garden of the School
House adjoining Great Bourton and Cropredy School is a bell, 14
inches in diameter, rr inches high from lip to crown, with canons
3 inches high plus argent, and strike-note approximately D
natural, hung for chiming : it was cast by Robert Newcombe III,
and Bartholomew Atton, and bears the inscription :-

OXON / (Cross, Fig. Dr5.) GEORG (Fig.
P4.) CHAIIBRE (Fig. P6.) oF (Fig. P6.)
WILLIAMSKOT (Fig. P6.) I t588

Owing to the crown-staple rusting away the clapper has been
wired in ; and in consequence of not having been quarter-turned
and of being chimeC a considerable amount the bell is badly worn
in one place ; one canon is broken. The gear dates from the nine-
teenth century ; and comprises an elm headstock, in which is the
mortice hole where a former lever was secured, drive-in type
gudgeons, and stock-hoops ; a clumsy modern lever has been
nailed to the top of the headstock. The bell was probably cast for
Williamscote School.
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George Chambre married Judith, the daughter and sole heir
o{ Walter Calcott ; the latter built Williamscote House, circa t56o,
and built and endowed a school there in r!/2. Calcott Chambers,
whose name appears on the tenor bell at Cropredy, was the son
of George and Judith.l

Visited : F.S., zoth April, tgzg, toth April, 1948.

82. CROWELL.

' St. Mary.
A bell cote containing one bell ; which, according to Mr. L.

H. Chambers, was recast some time before 1928. Mr. A. D.
Tyssen noted that the former bell was by Ellis Knight, and dated
t642.

83. CROV/MARSH GIFFORD.

St. Mary Magdalene.

A western tower containing eight tubular "bells," which ac-
cording lo Kelly's Directory were presented in metory of Henry
Bertie-Watkin Williams Wynn, D.L., J.P., late of Howbery Park,
who died 4th October, r8g5.

In the Tyssen MS. at the Society of Antiquaries Library it is

stated that formerly there were two bells, zo and z4 inches in
diameter respectively, by Park and Chapman, of London, each
bearing merely the date :-

1776

6 Edw. VI. Item z belles in the steple.

84 CUDDESDON.

A ."r,t."I tower contai"#1i:ilX;r six bells ; tenor 44| inches
diameter, in F ; and a sanctus bell, r3 inches in diameter.

Bell
TrebIe

InscriPtion.
THE GIFT OF DR. E. SMALLWELL
BPT OF OXFORD & Co. IOHN BRIANT
HERTFORD FECIT AN: DOM: 1795.

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.

520j

r Visi,tation ol the County of Oxlord, Harleian Society, Vol. V, t87r, p,
r5o ; and T. Warton, Hi'story ol Kiddlington, r8r5, p. 43.

THE CHURCH BELLS OF OXFORDSHIRE
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Fig. r4.
cast
circa

The saunce at Cottisford
by an unknown foundei
r66()-r7oo.



I IO THE CHT-IRCH BELI-S OI- OXFORDSHIRE

Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.
Second. + HENRX KNXGHT MAdE MEE X6X7 6 r o{

Third. + HENRX KNXGHT MAdE THXS BELL 7 o o|
X6X7

Fourth. + HENRX KNXGHT MAdE MEE ANO 8 o of
X6X7

Fifth. G. MEARS & CO. FOIINDERS LONDON s 3 r9
r863

Tenor. (Same as f.lth.) a4 2 t6

Saunce. r?48 2 o[

The treble is by J. Briant ; the fifth, tenor and saunce are from
the Whitechapel foundry, and the remainder by Henry Knight L
All except the third have been quarter-turned.

The former fifth was dated t677, and the former tenor r7o9.1

The oak frame dating from the seventeenth century was reno-
vated in rg49 by Messrs. R. White and Son, who then rehung the
treble, fifth and tenor with new gear, type E. The fittings of the
remaining bells, type C, date from the last century.

6 Edw. VI. Item 4 belles and, r ktle bell. Item z hand.belles.

7 Edw. VL ltem 4 gret belles and orue lyttle belle.

Visited : F.S., ryth May, r.924, 29th May, ry49.

85. CULHAM.

St. Paul.

A western tower containing a ring of six bells ; tenor 3r*
inches diameter in C ; and a sanctus bell, rz inches in diameter.

Bell. Inscription. Cut.Qrs.Lbs.
Treble. M & S. LONDON. (Whitechapel loundry 2 2 z

marh.) ltgzr.
Second. M & S. LONDON. (Whitechapel loundry 2 2 24

marh.) I B. B., WOOLRYCH, VICAR. /
G. MITCHELL, T. WILLIAMS, I
CHURCHWARDENS. I tszr.

Third. M & S. LONDON. (Whitechapel foundry 3 o r
marh.) I RECAST r9zr.

t Walters' MS., Society of Arrtiquaries Library, and Kellys' Directory
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Saunce

Inscription.
M & S. LONDON. (Whitechapel loundry
rnarh.) f CAST 1729, RECAST r9zr.

MEARS & STAINBANX, LONDON.
(Whitechapel foundry n a/k.) I CAST 1597,
RECAST r9zr.

M & S. LONDON. tgz6. (Whitech.apel
loundry rnarh.) I IN MEMORY OF / G. H.
GILLAM, VICAR. / FROM HIS SON
ARTHUR.

I 
'( 

WAS X CAST 
'K 

BY * EDNE II
WITTS 

'K 
OF 

'K 
ALBORNE1 X ANNO iK

DOMMIT * r774 (Tzoo rosettes.)

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.

328

Fi{th

The ring is by Messrs. Mears and Stainbank : the treble and
second have traditional-type canons ; the remainder have ..Don-
caster-pattern" heads.

The eighteenth century oak frame with anti-clockwise rope
circle was ilt'ered and enlarged in rgzr by Mr. R. White. Tire
gear, type A, is also by him.

The saunce hangs in the south window of the belfry ; it has
eighteenth century gear including keyed ironwork, ald is hung for
chiming. The inscription occurs above the sound-bow, and below
the shoulder angle is a series of narrow mouldings. It is the only
bell known to campanologists to bear the name of Edne Willi,
assistant to Robert Wells I, and a noted Aldbourne ringer.,

Prior to rgzr the ring comprised three bells ; of which the
treble bore no inscription but could be identified as an Aldbourne
bell by a series of narrow mouldings below its shoulder ; the
second had the same type mouldings, and above the sound-bow
"IOHN COR r7z9 (Ornament.)" ; the tenor was by Joseph
Carter, and inscribed :-

Tbis hell Wss Male r5g7 (Coirt.) i(Fig. DS.)c
These bells were recast ir tgzt when two smaller ones were

added to make a ring of five : the present tenor was added five
years l'ater.

6 Edw. VI. Item j belles and a sanctus bell yn the steple.
Item oon sacryng bell.

Visited : H.B.W., 3oth July, r9r9 ; F.S., 3rd January, 1948.

503

638

2oI

Sic.
H. B. Walters, The Church. -Bells of Wiltshire, tgz?, p. 3rz, and peal

tablets in the trelfry at Aldbourne,

Bell.
Fourth.

Tenor.
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86. CURBRIDGE.

St. John the Baptist.

An open south-eastern turret containing one bell, weighing
circa $, cwt., hung for chiming. The bell retains its canons and is
fitted with a wrought iron headstock and lever. It is inscribed :-

Rrvo: C: Jrnneu RBclot. I t836.

There may be a further portion of the inscription which cannot
be seen owing to the bell's inaccessible position.

Visited : F.S., r6th April, 1949.

87 CUXHAM

The Holy Rood.

A western tower containing two bells, 19$ inches and z4 inches

in diameter respectively, hung for ringing ; and a sanctus bell, rr
inches in diameter, hung for chiming.

The saunce bears merely the date " r7r3" and may be by the
Corrs of Aldbourne : there is a similar bell at Little Kimble,
Buckinghamshire.l

The largest betl is from the Reading foundry and inscribed :-
ELLIS AND HENRY KNIGHT MADE
MEE / t675

The other bell bears no inscription, but judged by its shape

may be assigned to the early years of the eighteenth century.

All have keyed and nailed ironwork, elm headstocks, drive
gudgeons, and brass bearings ; the largest bell has a wheel of the

lraditional pattern, but that on the treble is of unorthodox type
and probably the work of some local wheelwright. The two largest
have false irown-staples ; the tenor has a stirrup-topped clapper
with iron baldrick copse, and hardwood splints.

6 Edw. VI. Item z belles.

Visited : F.S., zrst August, 1948.

1 A. H, Cocks, The Church Bells of Buchi,nghamshire, t897, p.266
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