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Approx.
Bell. Inscription. Weight.
Cwt.
Sixth. HENRY :::: KNIGHT i OF oo 7
READING ::: MADE ::: MEE
b2
Seventh. PROSPERITY TO NEW COLLEGE (Fig. 9
DS.) AR (Bell)) 1712 (Fig. Cs.)
Eighth.f (Same as third.) 10}
Ninth.t MANNERS MAKETH MAN (Fig. Cs.) 14
A(Bell.)R (Fig. C5.) 1723.
Tenor.t (Same as third.) 20

The treble, second, fourth and seventh are by Abraham Rud-
hall T ; the ninth is by Abraham Rudhall II, the sixth by Henry
Knight II, and the remainder by Michael Darbie. The fourth,
eighth, ninth and tenor have lost their canons ; the third and
seventh have been quarter turned ; and, with the exception of the
treble and second the remainder have been one-eighth turned. The
treble, second and seventh have cabled canons.

The ring hangs in a seventeenth century oak frame, to which
additions were made when the bells were increased in number in
1712. In the nineteenth century various repairs were carried out
and one cast iron section was added to the frame. The headstocks,
ironwork and gear are mainly by Alfred White, but portions have
been renewed by his sons and grandson, and by Messrs. Black-
burn. The gear of the treble, second, third and fifth is type A ;
that of the fourth and sixth type C ; and that of the seventh,
eighth, ninth and tenor type B

As at Magdalen and Merton the ring at New College origin-
ally consisted of five bells. We are told by H. Rashdall and R. S.
Rait that :

“The great tower, standing outside the city walls, served as a
receptacle for a clock and bells. Five bells were given by the founder,?!
at a cost of £132.16s.4d. Three of them were dedicated respectively to
the Holy Trinity, the Blessed Virgin, and St. John Baptist and St.
Frideswide."’?

1 The College was founded in 1379 by William of Wykeham, Bishop of
Winchester, the bell-tower was built circa 1400.

2 M. Rashdall and R. S. Rait, University of Oxford, College Histories, New
College, 1901, p. 8I.
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Photo : W. Harris Morgan, Esq.

FFig. 47. Merton College. The seventh bell of the ring of
eight, cast by Christopher Hodson in 168o0.
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The five medieval bells were recast in the year 1655 by Michael
Darbie into a ring of eight, the first of this number in e county,
and the first complete octave known to campanologists to be cast
by one bellfounder." We are told by W. C. Lukis that ‘‘the sur-
plus metal of the old bells overpaid all the expenses’” of the re-
casting and rehanging.* As the weight of the eight largest bells is
approximately 76 cwt., and as we know the relative value of re-
casting and rehanging bells compared with the price of bell-metal,
we may safely assume that the total weight of the medieval ring
was nearly twice that of the present one, and that the medieval
tenor weighed well over two tons.

Of Darbie’s ring four bells remain. They are the present
third, fifth, eighth and tenor, and before the bells were augmented
in number to ten were respectively the treble, third, sixth and
tenor. Fortunately the treble and tenor of the 1655 ring have sur-
vived and afford interesting examples of the efforts of the first
designer of a complete octave to overcome the difficulties in-
volved.

One of Darbie’s bells—the fourth in his ring—had to be recast
after the short space of seventeen years, and Henry Knight, of
Reading, was called in to perform the contract : Knight’s bell is
now the sixth of the present ring.

In the year 1703 the second of Darbie’s octave was recast by
Abraham Rudhall I, of Gloucester. It now forms the fourth of
the ring of ten.

Nine years later there seems-to have been some rivalry be-
tween Magdalen and New College in regard to the number of
bells in their respective towers. In 1712 Abraham Rudhall I added
two bells to increase the number at Magdalen to eight, whereupon
New College employed him to increase the number in their tower
to ten. During the same year Rudhall recast Darbie’s fifth to form
the seventh of the augmented ring.

The only subsequent alterations have been the recasting of
the ninth by Abraham Rudhall II in 1723, and repairs and re-
newals of the gear.

Details of some of the peals rung here have been given on
pages 281—283 : others are recorded in the peal book of the
Oxford Society of Change Ringers.

! The earlier octaves were formed by augmenting smaller existing rings.
2 W. C. Lukis, ut sup., p. go.
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Among the Rawlinson MSS. at the Bodleian Library is a poem
entitled :

““On the bells of New College in Oxon, /| wh([i]ch lately were moulded;
and from / 5 turned into Eight.”’!

Visited : F.S., 28th February, 1925 ; 30th December, 1950.

234, OXFORD.
Oriel College.

An enclosed central turret contains one bell, 194 inches in
diameter, hung for ringing.

The bell was cast at the Bicester foundry by Edward Hemins,
and is inscribed :

AVE MARIA — IN FESTO ANNVNC.
B.V.M. MDCCXXIX COLL. ORIEL (Fig.
Prr.) |/ ED. HEMINS BISSITER FE (Fig.
Prr1, six times.)

The gear, type A, is by Alfred White.

In an open turret above the roof of the gatehouse tower is
another bell, 20} inches in diameter, hung ‘“dead’’ and used as a
clock bell. It was probably cast at the Whitechapel foundry, and

is inscribed with the date :
1820

Visited : F.S., 4th June, 1951.

235. OXFORD.
Pembroke College.

Under a penthouse on the roof of the tower over the gateway
is one bell, 15 inches in diameter, hung for chiming. The bell was
examined by Mr. L. H. Chambers who states that it was cast at
the Gloucester foundry and that it bears the inscription :

I. RupHALL FEcT. j8j0.

Visited : L.H.C., 7th March, 1937.

1 Rawlinson MS., Poet. 84, fol. 105.
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236. OXFORD.
The Queen’s College.

The author has not examined the bells of this college but is
informed by Mr. L. H. Chambers that they are two in number,
measuring 16} and 344 inches in diameter respectively.

The smaller is by Michael Darbie, and bears the inscription :

M D 1655

The larger was cast at the Gloucester foundry in the year in
which Abraham Rudhall II succeeded his father. The bell is in-
scribed :

GOD PROSPER & PRESERVE THIS
PLACE A R (Bell.) 1718 (Ornamental
border.)

Visited : L.H.C., 7th March, 1937.

We are told by Dr. Magrath that a bell was bought for seven
shillings in 1385-6, the old one having been sold for five ; and he
gives the following extracts from the college accounts relating to
the bell :*

““1385-6. pro campana empta Londonie vijs.
receptus pro antiqua campana vs.
1391-2. pro Wyres ad campanam jd.
1398-9. pro cordula campane empta in capella  jd.
1400-1. pro corda ad campanam ijd.
1418-19. pro campana capelle xs. vijd.
pro j Claper eidem viijd.
servisio (beer) aptanti truncum pro campana capelle jd.
pro cariagio campane a Londonia viijd.
pro trunco facto capelle campane xxd.
1438-9. pro cordula campane ijd.
1439-40. pro tribus boltes de ferro pro campana iiijd.
pro emendatione campane iijs.
. pro uno ligamento ferreo ad eandem campanam jd.
pro mutacione campane vjs.
1443-4. pro uno ferro campane iiijd.
1468-9. pro uno Wyer ad campanam in capella iijd.

From these extracts we learn that the bell was renewed in
1418-19 and rehung in 1439-40. The other items refer to repairs,

1 J. R. Magrath, The Queen’s College, Vol. 1., 1921, p. 75.
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Figs. S1—S13.  Half-scale details of bellfounders’ marks. Si and S3,
Norwich and Reading foundries. Sz, Reading foundry. S4—Sr12,
London medieval foundries. 513, Leicester foundry.
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and to the provision of new ropes. The only items which require
explanation are those referring to ““wyres.”” These were the thin
iron wires, or rods, by means of which a medieval clapper was
bound to the splint. '

237. OXFORD.
St. Edmund Hall.

One bell, 17 inches in diameter, hung for chiming in an aper-
ture in the west gable above the library roof. The bell was prob-
ably cast at Burford by Edward Neale, and is inscribed with the
date :

1658

Visited : J.R.C., F.S., 16th June, 195T.

238. OXFORD.
St. John’s College.

An enclosed central turret containing one ‘‘hemispherical
bell,”” or gong, 32 inches in diameter, hung ‘‘dead’’, and sounded
by means of chiming hammers. It bears the inscription :

CAST BY JOHN WARNER & SONS
LONDON 1910.

and replaces a bell of orthodox type.
Visited : J.R.C., F.S., 25th June, 1951.

239. OXFORD.
Trinity College.

An open turret above the hall roof contains one bell, 19 inches
in diameter, hung for ringing with gear, type A. The bell was
cast at the Gloucester foundry, and bears the inscription :

T: RUDHALL FOUNDER 1775 (Fig.
D8.) (Bell.) (Fig. DS.)

In an open turret above the roof of the chapel tower are three
clock bells, 144, 18 and 24 inches in diameter, hung ‘‘dead.”
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The two smallest bear no inscription : the largest is inscribed with
the date :
1787
The three bells were probably cast at the Whitechapel
foundry.

Visited : F.S., 4th June, 195T.

240. OXFORD.
University Ccllege.

Above the roof of the chapel and hall are three bells. The
hall bell, 12 inches in diameter, is of modern shape and bears no
inscription or marks ; it is hung for chiming. The clock bell, 22}
inches in diameter, is hung ‘‘dead’’; it also bears no inscription,
but judged by its shape appears to date from the seventeenth
century. The chapel bell, 15 inches in diameter, is hung for
chiming ; it is the only bell in Oxford by a member of the Bagley
family and was probably cast at Witney ; it is inscribed :

HENRY BAGLEY MADE ME 1738 :-:
Visited : H.B.W., 1923.

241. OXFORD.
Wadham College.

An enclosed central turret containing one bell, 22 inches in
diameter, hung for ringing. The bell was cast at the Whitechapel
foundry and is inscribed :

ROBERT STAINBANK, FOUNDER,
LONDON. / B. P. SYMONS, D.D.,
WARDEN, / G. E. THORLEY, M.A.,
BURSAR. } 1868.

This is the only bell in Oxfordshire bearing the name of
Robert Stainbank. The gear, type A, is by Alfred White,

Visited : F.S., 14th June, 1951,
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Figs. Ti—T1s5. Half-scale details of bellfounders’” marks. Ti, T3, Ty,
T6, Tro—Tr1s, Bristol medieval foundry. T2, T7 and Tg, Gloucester
medieval foundry. Ts, Itinerant seventeenth century foundry. T8,
Bromsgrove foundry.
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242, OXFORD.
Worcester College.

An open turret above the gateway containing one bell, 20%
inches in diameter, hung for ringing. Below the shoulder of the
bell are five narrow mouldings, and above its sound-bow is the
inscription :

ROBERT WELLS ALDBOURN WILTS

FECIT 1790
followed by a border consisting of five sets of three stars set in the
form of triangles. The gear, type C, is also by Wells and includes
the earliest form of hoop gudgeon so far discovered.

Visited : F.S., 19th June, 1957T.

243, OXFORD.
The Clarendon Press.

An open turret above the main gateway containing three bells,
18, 24 and 30 inches in diameter. The middle sized bell is hung
for ringing with gear, type A ; the others are hung “‘dead’’; all
three are used as clock bells. They were cast at the Whitechapel
foundry.

The two smallest are each inscribed with the date :

1837.
The largest bears the inscription :

Tuoyas MEARs oF LONDON FOUNDER 1837.

Visited : 1st June, 195T.

244. OXFORD.
Women’s Colleges, Schools, and Roman Catholic Institutions.

With one exception the bells in the numerous schools and
those in women’s colleges, and Roman Catholic institutions have
not been examined. Most of these are under 16 inches in diameter,
and are hung for chiming : the majority date from the latter half
of the last century. The exception is St. Edward’s School, the
only school to possess bells hung for ringing.
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245. OXFORD.
St. Edward’s School.

A south-western tower with spire contains five bells : the
smallest of these is the saunce, which is hung for chiming ; the
largest is hung ‘‘dead’’; the remaining three are hung for ringing.
The diameter of the tenor is 42 inches, and its strike-note is F
natural.

Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.

Treble. JOHN TAYLOR & Co., FOUNDERS, 4 2 6
LOUGHBOROUGH, 1879. [ VENITE
EXULTEMUS DOMINO.

Second. JOHN TAYLOR & Co., FOUNDERS, 4 3 22
LOUGHBOROUGH, 1879. / JUBILEMUS
DEO SALUTARI NOSTRO.

Third. JOHN TAYLOR & Co., FOUNDERS, 6 1 15
LOUGHBOROUGH, 1879. / CUSTOS
QUID DE NOCTE ? / CUSTOS QUID DE
NOCTE?

Tenor. JOHN TAYLOR & Co., IJ‘OL‘NDERS, 14
LOUGHBOROUGH, 1879. / VéNIT MANE
ET NOX: CONVERTIMINI VENITE.

21

The saunce bears no inscription, but, like the others, was in-
stalled by Messrs. Taylor in 1879.

The writer has not seen these bells, and is greatly indebted to
Mr. J. R. Chaundy, Mr. D. I. Gilbert-Davies, and Messrs. John
Taylor and Co., for the foregoing details.






