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THE

CHURCH BELLS OF OXFORDSHIRE
By

FREDERICK SHARPE.

VOLI]ME IV-

246. PIDDINGTON.

St. Nicholas.

A western tower containing a ring of five bells ; tenor 36
inches diameter, in A.

Bell.

Treble,

Second.

Fourth.

Tenor

Inscription.

THE GIFT OF MRS. CHARLES BROWN
/ JUBILEEVICAR I
BRISTOL

THE GIFT OF MRS. CHARLES BROWN
/ JUBILEE 1887 I F. WHITE & SONS
BELLHANGERS APPLETON / THOMAS
BROWN / THOMAS MAY }
CHURCHWARDENS / I-LEWELINS &
JAMES / BRISTOL

THIS BELL WAS RECAST AND THE
WHOLE PEALI REHUNG / AT THE
EXPENSE OF MRS. CHARLES BROWN
L LrI lllE JUBTLEE YEAR OF QUEENVICTORIA I 1887 / LLEWELINS &
JAMES / BRISTOL

BENEDICTA SIT SANCTA TRINITAS
(Fiq. P5, six times.) / IOHN WALKER.
IOHN LOWE. CHURCH=WARDENS.
1738. Ed: HEMINS FECIT (Fig. N9.)

1887 / REV. THOMAS IVENS
LLEWELINS & JAMES I

Approz
Weight

Cwt.

+

4+

5

6

8: SHAW. IOHN : HONOR.
wAryqENS (Fie. P5, lour/ EDWARD : rrEMtNS.

FECIT. r7z9 (Fig. P5, s,ix

The three smallest bells were cast at the Bristol foundrv :

the two Iargest at the Bicester foundry. The treble and seco'nd
were added to the ring in 1887.

WILLIAM
CHURCH:
times.)
BISSITER.
times.)

r Sic

Third.
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The bells hang in a sixteenth-century type frame, originally
made with pits for four bells. Although there were only three
bells in the tower before IBBT the frame had contained four at some
time. The gear, type C, is by Messrs. F. White and Sons, who
added one additional pit to the frame.

The predecessor of the third, which before 1887 was the
treble of the old ring of three bells, was cast at the Drayton Pars-
low foundry, and, Iike the former bells at Launton, bore the date:1

6 Edw. VI. Item j ,*ob'I\ilu in the steple.Item a scantis2
bell and z hand belles.

Visited : F.S., r923-r95r.

247. PISHILL.
(Dedication unknown.)

The church possesses an open western turret containing one
bell. The writer has not examined it but in the Walters' MS.' is
a note stating that the bell was cast by Messrs. J. Warner and
Sons, of London, and erected on 9th January, r9rr, at a cost of
{4.2s.9d., and that its predecessor is said to have been also by
Messrs. Warner.

The inventory of r55z states : Itern z small belles in the
steple.

Visited : H.B.W., 3oth April, r9r4.

248. PYRTON.
St. Mary.

An open western turret containing three bells, cast by Henry
Knight I, of Reading. The smallest, 14 inches in diameter, is the
saunce : the other two are large for turret bells, the treble being
zJ12 inches in diameter, in Cf , and the tenor z9f inches in diameter,
in B.

The writer has not personally examined these bells, and is
greatly indebte'l to Mr. Richard White for supplying information
about them. Mr. White rehung the bells in t947. They are in-
scribed as follows :

Treble + Henri Kniglt [Is!e TUid BaU 16o6

Tr:nor. + Henri Kniglt #Ia!c filee 16o5

Saunce. II K r5a3

r Note by the Rev. T. A. Turner, circa t88o. Walters'MS., Society of
Antiquaries Library.

2 <;^
3 Walters' MS., fol. z4o. Society of Antiquaries Library.
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Transcripts of entries in the churchwardens' accounts relating
to the bells were published in the Oxfordshire Record Society's
Volume flor tgz5, from which we learn, inter alia, that the "great
bell" was cast at Buckingham in 15481 This entry refers to the
predecessor of the tenor.

249. RAMSDEN.

St. James.
A north-western tower, containing a ring of three bells ; tenor

z5 inches in diameter.

Bett. Inscrilttion. ii!r:;;r.
Cwt.

Treble. J. WARNER & SONS LONDON r87z / z
(Royal Arms.) / PATENT

Second. (Same as treble.) zl
Tenor. CAST BY J. WARNER & SONS LONDON 3+

r87z I (Royal Arms.) / PATENT
' A complete ring by Messrs. Warner. The oak frame dates

from 1872, and the gear is similar to type C but without stays and
sliders.

Visited : F.S., zTth October, rg34.

25O. ROLLRIGHT, GREAT.

St. Andrew.
A western tower containing a ring of six bellst; tenor 38 inches

diameter, in Ar.
Bell.

Treble.

Second

Third.

Inscription.

H. BOND & SONS, FOUNDERS,
BURFORD. OXON 1899. / IN MEMORY
OF MARY GUEST WILLIAMS. / QUAM
DELECTA.'

TAYLOR BELLFouNDER OXFORD 1839

WILLIAM BAGLEY MA61E: MEE 1696
(Flat moulding.)

Approx
Weight
Cat.

tL

4

1 F. W. Weaver and G. N. Clark, Churchward,ens' Accounts ol
, si:'R's'' 

1925, PP' 67, 68 ar,d s3.
Pyrton
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Bell.

I,'ourth

F'ifth.

Inscription

WILLIAM BAGLEY (Fig. Att.) iVIAgEt
MEE (Fig. Ft.) r6s5 (F'i.g. I;r.)

WILLIAM (Fig. Ft.) BAGI.EY (I;ig. I;t.)
MADE (Fig. Ft.) ME.E (F'ig. Fr.) 1695
(Fig Fr.)

Appror
ll/ e'ight

Cut.
.1
)t

-1l2

Tenor. IAMES (Fig. Att.) BERRY (Fi.g. Ft.) ro
AND (Fig. A9.) RICHARD (Fig. Atr.)
BECKETT (Fie. Fr.) CHVRCI{
WARDENS (Fig. Ft.) r6s5 (Fi.g. Att.)

The treble was added to the ring in r8gg by Messrs. Bond.
The second was recast at the Oxford foundry in 1839. The re-
mainder are by Wiliiam Bagley, of Chacombe.

As Bagley's bell catalogue, published in-r732, states that five
bells were lupplied for this-church, the predecessor of the second
must also have been a product of the Chacombe foundry.

All the bells have lost their canons. They hang in a frame
consisting of one set of rolled steel joists, having no foundation, .no
diagonal bracing, and no side members.

An interesting account of life in Great Rollright in *ig-
Victorian days, told in verse, was pu-blish.9 Uy-M-ontague J.
Rendall, in ry46, and entitled : The Bells of Great Rollright.

Visited : F.S., 7th Jaly, 1929.

ROLLRIGHT, LITTLE.

St. Philip.

A western tower containing one bell, cast at thc Chacombt:
foundry, and inscribed :

ROBERT : FOWLER : CHVRCH :

IIARDENI : NIATTIIEW : RA(iLDY :

MyDEI : ME : t76z :-:

The writer has not seen this bell ; it was examined in Septem-
ber, r9o8, by H. B. Walters, who supplied the foregoing details.

25t.

r Sic.
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252. ROTHERFIELD GREYS.

(D e d,ic ation wnkn ou n.)

An enclosed turret containing a ring of three bells ; tenor 32
inches in diameter, in B.

Alplor.
Bell. InscriPtion. *t;1i:

Trebre. + hSL fii9.s.il frVT @! ciE.9,r^ M'b 4

Second. HEI{RX KNXGHT MADE MEE x6zo Q 4t
Tenor. (Same as second.) 6

The treble was cast by William Knight II, circa 1576, and is
similar to the treble at Letcombe Basset, Berkshire.l The inscrip-
tion is intended for : "HAIL MARY, FULL OF GRACE." The
initial cross is Fig. N7. In the Rotherfield Greys example a figure
of a bird is used four times as a word stop, a feature not found
at Letcombe Bassett. The second and tenor are by Henry Knight I.

The ring hangs in a two-tier oak frame. The lower tier con-
tains the two largest bells and dates from the seventeenth century.
Much of the gear, type A, is of the same age. The treble has a
stirrup-topped clapper with a long flight.

6 Edw. VI. j belles in the steple.

Visited : A.H.C., z5th July, rB85 ; F.S., zznd March, 1952.

253. ROTHERFIELD PEPPARD.

All Saints.

A western tower containing a chime of three belis ; tenor z9!
inches diameter, in C.

Bell. InscriPtion. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.
Treble. (Lion's kead, Fi,g. Fz.) (Trefoil, Fig. t'-5.) 3 3 2t

(Coin, Fig. Qj.)
Second. (As treble, but see belou.) 4 r 18

Tenor. HENRX KNXGHT MADE MEE x6zx 4 2 14

The treble is a bell of modern shape and design, with flanged-
headed canons : it was recast in r9o8 by Messrs. J. Taylor and
Co., who reproduced in facsimile the founders' marks formerly on
its predecessor.

L The Berkshire Archaeological Journal, Vol. XLVII., 1943, p
94 and 95, and Plate XIII.

Figs
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The second is a mid-fourteenth century bell from the Woking-
ham foundry. Its canons are intact ; it has a long waist, and a
narrow flat moulding above the inscription.

The tenor is by Henry Knight i. Its inscription is formcd in
"sheet-metal" type, and the letter "N" is reversed.

The bells are sounded by the metl-rod knolvn as "clocking";
the clappers are operated from an "Ellacombe" chiming manual
having spaces for six ropes.

6 Edw. VI. Item three bells in the steple.
Visited : M.L.S., F.S., rrth March, 1946.

254. ROUSHAM.
St. James.

A western tower containing a ring of six bellst;
inches diameter, in A.

tenor 36f

Bell. Inscription.
Approx
lV eight

Cwt.
Treble. 167 5 3*
Second. EX DONO ROBERTI DORM-ER 4*

ARMIGER (Border, Fig. Ar.) 1675 @ig.
Ar.)

Third. 16Z5 41
Fourth. T. MEens or LoNooN Facrt t8z5 (Loop 5,

border, Fig. Grt.)
Fifth. RICHARD KEENE CAST THIS RING 7

1675

Tenor. THOMAS MARTEN WILLIAM DADWELL 8;
C W 1675

A ring of six cast by Richard Keene, of Woodstock, of which
the fourth has been recast at the Whitechapel foundry. Sir Robert
Dormer, the donor of the second, was born in fi[g ancl died in
1726.r

The bells hang in a cast-iron side-pattern frame, installed in
1933 !y Thomas Bond, of Burford, who also supplied the gear,
Wpe J, and removed the canons from all the bells.

The former oak bell-frame was constructed in two tiers, and
dated from the seventeenth century. The treble and second were
hung in the upper tier.

Visited : F.S., znd May, r9zg, and later.

I D.N.B., XY., z4g
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255. RYCOTE.

St. Michael and All |"g.b-
(A priuate chapel in the parish of Great Haseley.)

The chapei was visited on rgth October, figz, by the.Rev. T.
A. Turner. -He 

states that the western tower then contained one
bell, cast by Ellis Knight I, hung for ringing with elm headstock
and half-wheel, and inscribed :1

PRAYES THE LORD ALL YE THAT
LOVE HIM / 1636

256. SALFORD.

St. Mary.
A western tower containing a ring of five bells ; tenor 34+

inches in diameter, in Br.
APProt.

Bett. InscriPtion- *;:f!.''

Treble. (Bord,er, Fig.U7, all round bell.) I S*

iturder, Fig.A9, all round bell.) I
CANTATE AOMINO, CANTICVM
NOWM2 (Coi'n.) t687 Qoin.) I (Nine
coins.)

) BAGLY! (Fig.
MEE (Fig. 49.)

THE CHURCH BELLS OF OXFORDSHIRE

Second.

Thircl

Fourth

Tcnor

HENRY
MADE

(Fis
(Fie.

.A
49.

9
)

Ac.)
r687

3t

4l

(Fi,g. 49.)

(Bord,er, Fig. A9, all round bell.) I
MATTHEW (Fig. A9.) BAGLEY (Fie.
19.) MADE (Fig. A9.) MEE (Fig. As.)
t687 G-ig. 49.)

(B order , Fig . A9 , q,Il round bell.) I
GOD (Fig. 7r3.) SAVE (Fig. Vrj.) ^tHE
(Fis. Vrl.) KING (Fie. Vtl.) 1687
(Fig.. lrtj.) I (Tuo coins.) (Seuen coins.)

IollN (Fis. U rz.) WHEELER (Fie.
IJrz.) AND (L'ie. Utz.) RICHARD
(FiS. Utz.) PHILLPS2 (Fie. Urz.)
CIIVRCHWARDENS (Fis. Aq.) 1687
(Fig. Urz.) I (Border, Fig. U7, all round
belL.) I (Seuen coins.)

5

-1/12

r Walters' MS., fol. 248. Society of Antiquaries Library
2 Sic.
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A complete ring by Henry Bagley II and Matthew Bagley l.
Later in the year 1687 they dissolved partnership ; Henry migrated
to Ecton, Matthew to Evesham, and the Chacombe foundry was
left in the hands of their jzoungest brother, William.

Two canons are missing from the treble ; one canon is missing
and a large hole has been drilled in the crown of the second ; the
remaining five canons on this bell are cabled. Throughout the
inscriptions the letter "N" is reversed.

The ring hangs in an oak frame and is fitted with early nine-
teenth century gear, type A.

Visited : F.S., 5th February, 1949.

257. SANDFORD.ON-THAMES.

St. Andrew.

A western tower containing three bells ; tenor z6 inches in
diameter; and a sanctus bell.

Bett. Inscription. il!r;1:r.
Cwt.

Treble. ptaplt, ye tge [or!e + X * c r5s2 zl
Second.W@W&T.p@bof3i
Tenor. @&nb W@TT Wgb fi9lo_@ 16o6 i f r 3*

There is at present no permanent means of access to thesc
bells, and the writer has not examined them. The above details
were derived from notes made by Dr. A. T. Tyssen, circa rBBo,
who stated also that the saunce bore no inscription, that the treble
was cracked, that he considered the second to be a product of the
Reading foundry dating from the Reformation pcriod and that the
first letter of its inscription may be an "R".'

When the writer visited the church he noticed ltao bell-ropes
hanging from the ceiling of the lowest stage of the tower ; and Mr.
R. White, the bellhanger, has since confirmed that the bells men-
tioned by Tyssen are still there.

7 Edw. VI. Item z belles and a saunce bell.

Visited : A.D.T., circa r8&o. F.S., z8th February, r95o.

1 Tyssen MS., 37, tol. 3. Society of Antiquaries Library
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258. SANDFORD.ST.-MARTIN.

St. Martin.

A western tower containing a ring of
inches in diameter, in A ; and a sanctus

diameter.

six bellsf ; tenor 37ft
bell, rr] inches in

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.InscriPtion.

MEARS &' STAINBANK, FOUNDERS,
LONDON. / PRAISE THE LORD. I t87t.

IAI\,{ES & KEENE .S .& MADE *r
.j[r ME $ ro3o $

Bell.
Treble.

Second

3zr8

4tof

Thir<I. (Bortler, Fig.Bto, alt round bell') I + 3 oI
(Ornanent.) NATHANIEL (Ornament.)
BOLTEIT (Ornaneent.) t6zg (Border, Fig.
Bto.)

liourth. IIVMIiRE KEENE (Fig. H j.) (Ornantent.\ 5 2 of
16z9 (Ornament.) (Fig. Bto.) I (Bord,er'
Fi,g. Bto all round bell.)

IriIth. MEARS & STAINBANK, FOUNDERS, 7 o 7
LONDON. r87r.

Terror. IK&$rr;eo$ 9 o of

The treble was added to the ring in r87r, and like the fifth was
cast at the Whitechapel foundry. No details of the predecessor of
the fifthl are known to the writer.

The second and tenor are by James Keene. The fleur-de-lys
in each instance is Fig. Az. The figure 3 on the tenor is upside
down.

The third and fourth are unique castings by Nathaniel Bolter
ancl Humphrey Keene, who used the Buckingham foundry plant
ancl moulding stamps for this purpose. Bolter was an assistant at
the Buckingham foundry; he afterwards became an itinerant bell-
founder, and finally settleC down as an assistant to the Purdues, of
Salisbury. Humphrey Keene was the father-of Ja_mes, and .it
seems lii<ely that James may have been absent from Woodstock in
16z9 attd that Humphrey called in Bolter to help in executing an
urgent order. Later in 1629 we find Bolter at work on his own
account at Bampton and elsewhere.2

r Before r87r this bell was the fourth of a ring of frve.
2 See O.R.S., Vol. XXVIII , p. 28, and the Berkshire Archaeological

Journal, Vol. XLVI., p. 67.



All the bells have had their strike-notes sharpened, and, in
addition, the second, third and fourth have had^some of therr
partial-tones flattelred. Ail have lost their canons.

The be,lls lang in a wrought iron side-pattern frame and have
gear, type J. The frame and gear were installed by Mr. F. Webb,
m r9r4.

In the south-west corner of the belfry is the saunce, which is
hung for chiming. It was cast by Richird Keene, and bears the
date :

1695

Visited: F.S., r8th May, r93z; G.G., F.S., 3rd February,
1952.

368 THE CHURCH BELLS OF OXFORDSHIRE

259 SARSDEN.

St. James.

- An open turret over the north transept contains one bell, z4$
inches in diameter, hung for chiming. It was cast by Richaid
Keene and is inscribed in his well-known lettering :

IOHNMANSELLCWT6g2

Visited : H.B.W., rgz3.

260 SHELSWELL.

. The.parish church, dedicated to St. Ebba, fell into decay and
ruin in the seventeenth century.l It formerly possessed twobels.

In the clock turret of Shelswell House stables is a bell, r9j
inches in diameter, cast by Lester and Pack, of the Whitechapel
foundry, and inscribed with the date :

t7 57

The bell is fitted with an elm headstock, strap gudgeons, nine-
teenth century type clapper and clock hammer. It retains its
canons.

Visited : F.S., znd October, rg4r.

L Oxford Ar.chde.aconry..!?ptr-t, c. 98, fol. J34, "There is an old chapel but
no services held within the memory of man." r74o. Ibid, d. i3, fol.
34, "Chapei decayed and gone to inin." 1757.
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Fig. 48. The fourth bell of the ring of fiie :Lt Pidding-'ton, cast try Edward lfemins, of Bicester, 1738.
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Bell.

Treble.

261. SHENNINGTON.

The Holy Trinity.
A western tower containing a ring of five bellst; tenor 38$

inches in diameter in Ar.

Inscription.

(Ornament, Fig. 88, all round bell; and
again below inuerted.) / CANTATE (Flg.
89, inuerted.) DOMINO (Fie. B ro.)
CANTICVM (Fig. Bro.) NOVVM (Fie.
Bro.) 1678 (Border, Fig. Bto.)

Second. ANN .lIt
(Border
B ro.)

Third. (Borders : Figs. Bro and 88.) HENRICVS 6+
(Fig. Bto.) BAGLEY (Fig. Bto.) ME
(Fie.Bro.) FECIT (Fie.Bto.) 1678

Fourth. PRyYSEI (Fig. Bto.) YE (Fie. Bto.) 7lTHE (Flg. Bro.) LORD (Fig. Bro.) 1678
(Borders : Figs. Bro and 88.)

Tenor. FRANCIS (!ig. 88 ) ROBINS (Fig. 88.) e)tAND (Fzg. 88.) IoHN (Fig. 88.) OnrBN
LP:s. 88.) CHVRCHWARDENS (Fis.' 88 ) 1678 (Figs. 87 and 88.)

A complete ring by Henry Bagley I. The bells were rehung
with gear, type J, in a composite rolled-steel and cast-iron frame
by Thomas Bond, of Burford,'circa tgz6.

Visited : F.S., zgth March, 1948.

262 SHIFFORD

St. Mary.
A western turret containing two bells, hung for chiming.
The turret is inaccessible without the use of scaling iadders or

scaffolding, neither of which are obtainable locally. The bells
were therefore inspected through field-glasses.

The smaller bell dates from the thirteenth century ; it is sim-
ilar in shape to the early thirteenth century examples at Cavers-
field and Kencot already described.' No inscription was visible on
this bell when viewed from the ground through the field-glasses.

Apptox
Weight

Cwt.

4+

(Bord.er, Fie. B ro.) DOCHEN
, Fig. Bto.) 1678 (Border, Fig.

I See pp. 73 and r83
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The larger bell bears the date :

r685

followed by "H ALLEN", probably the name of a churchwarden,
and other wording which is concealed by the masonry of the turret.
The bells appears to be similar to the products of the Burford
foundry.

Visited : F.S., April, r95o.

263. SHILTON.

The Holy Rood.

A western tower containing a ring of three bells ; tenor z9$
inches in diameter, in C#; and a sanctus bell, r3{ inches in
diameter.

Inscription
Approx
Weight
Cut.

3

Bell.

Treble.

Second.

Tenor.

R KILMASTER J GILLET1
CHURCHWARDENS A D 1854

ROBERT KILMASTER JOHN GILLETT
CHURCFIWARDENS

ROBERT KILMASTER JOIIN GILLETT
CHURCHWARDENS A D 1854

The bells have moulded canons and are probably the work of
Henry Bond, of Westcote. They hang in an eighteenth century
oak frame, of which the main braces of the tenor pit ale reversed.
The bellrope "circle" is anti-clockwise. The gear is type C ; and
there is an "Ellacombe" chiming apparatus, now derelict.

The saunce is hung for chiming between the eastern jamb and
centre mullion of the north window of the belfry, and is difficult
to examine. It was cast by Henry Bagley III, and bears the in-
scription :

Grres Herr Wrrrreu Lev rr e MA IrE r73o

Writing in the eighteenth century, Browne Willis mentions z
bells ; and the t73z edition of Bagley's bell catalogue states that
the Chacombe foundry had supplied z bells for Shilton. As saunce
bells are not included in Bagley's catalogue it follows that trvo
bells in the former ring were cast by him.

Visited : F.S., roth July, 1948.

4

5

r gic
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2&. SHIPLAKE.

SS. Peter and Paul.

A western tower containing a ring of eight bells ; tenor 4o
inches in diameter, in Ff .

Bell. InscriPtion. Cwt.Qrs-Lbs.

Treble. CAST BY JOFIN WARNER & SONS 3 2 13

LTD. LONDON r9oz.

Second

Third.

Fourth

Fifth

Seventh. t

Tenor. t

(S.ame as treble.)

CAST BY .JOHN
LONDON I (Royal
PRESENTED BY
SHIPLAKE / i868

\,VARNER

409
& SONS 4 oz6

Arms.)
/ THE

/ PATENT /
VICAR OII

RECAST BY IOI{N WARNER & SONS
LTD. LONDON tgo2. / MICHALL1
FOVLOR C. W. 1694.

RECAST BY JOIIN WARNER & SONS
LTD. LONDON rsoz / TO THE (;I-ORY
OF GOD / AND IN MEMORY OIT TIIE
LONG REIGN OF / SUEEN VICTORIA

RECAST BY JOHN WARNER & SONS
LONDON 1868 I (Royal Arnts.) I
PATENT

T. MEARS, r7go. / RECAST ts25. I
MEARS & STAINBANK, I]OUNDERS.

ROBERT PATRICK, FOUNDER, 1784. I
RECAST 1125. I MEARS & STAINBANK,
FOUNDERS.

25

5c)17

6rz

735

9215

The six smallest bells were cast by Messrs. Warner ; they
have canons, and are fitted with gear, type E. The two largest are
from the Whitechapel founCry ; they were cast without canons,
and have gear, type D. The ring hangs in an oak frame, also in-
stalled by Messrs. Warner.

The following account of the former ring of five bells is de-
rived from notes made by Dr. A. D. Tyssen, circa 186o, and pre-
served in the library of The Society of Antiquaries :

r Sio

Sixth.
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Former ring of five bells

Inscription
Approx.
Weight.

Cwt.

Treble. MICHALL1 FOVLOR C(Fig. Lj.)W t6sa. 4*

Second. HENRX KNXGHT MADE THXS BELL 5+
ANO x6x3

Tbird. X AS THXRD RVNG 6*

Fourth. Mn. Tevr.on & Mn. Housr Cnuncs 7*
WenouNs. Tnos. MBans oF LoNocrN
Frcrr r79o (Loop bord.er, Fig. Gtt.)

Tenor. Meunrw Tevron & Tnouas Corn 9*
Cnuncg WenoBNs Roe:r. Pernrcr< oF
Loroox Fouuorn r784

The treble was cast at Reading by Samuel Knight, the second
by Henry Knight I, and the third by Ellis Knight I. The fourth
was by Thomas Mears I of the Whitechapel foundry ; the tenor
came from the rival London founCry owned by Robert Patrick.
The inscription on the third proves that there were at least five
bells in Ellis Knight's day.2 The writer has rubbings of the in-
scriptions on the fourth and tenor.

The bells were augmented in number to six in 1868 by the
addition of a treble,3 given by the Vicar ; and the third was then
recast to form the fourth of the ring of six. In the year r9o2 two
smaller bells were added, and the second and third of the six recast
to form the fourth and fifth of the ring of eight. Finally the two
largest were recast in 1925.

The following extracts from the churchwardens' accounts4
refer to the predecessor of the fourth or tenor of the old ring of five:

1699 June.
To the bellfounder for casting a bell. /9.9s.od.
For carrying the bell to and from Reading. 8s.od.
Spent at Reading. rs.od.

6 Edw. VI. Item j belles in the steple.

Visited : A.D.T., circa 186o. M.J.M., F.S., r3th August,
1949.

r Sic.
2 See under the headings : Marsh Baldon, Great Milton, Thame and

Whitchurch.
3 The present third.
a Tyssen MS., Society o{ Antiguaries Library.
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265. SHIPTON-ON-CHERWELL.

The Holy Cross.

A western tower containing two bells, zo and zz inches in
diameter respectively, hung for chiming.

The smaller bell bears the inscription :

+ 5 @ fr sh @, il
All the letters are reversed. When read backwards the in-

scription spells the word :

(r) roHAN(N)ES

The bellfounder's name is unknown, but it may be meant
to disguise his identity as the bell dates from the Reformation
period, a fact revealed by its shape, tuning, and mouldings.

The larger bell is of approximately the same age but in this
instance the lettering and mouldings resemble those used by .|.
Saunders and W. Wells of the Reading foundry. The bell js
inscribed :

abiel o d

The letter "p" is upside down. The inscription seems to bc
derived from :

(SANCTE) (G)AB(R)rEL o(RA) P(Ro)
(NoBrs).

Visited : F.S., zndMay, rgz5.

266. SHIPTON-UNDER.WYCH\VOOD.

St. Mary.

A western tower with spire containing a ring of eight bells ;
tenor 441 inches in diameter in F ; and a sanctus bell, 16 inches in
diameter.

Bell. Insuiption. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.

Treble. MEARS & STAINBANK, WHITECHAPEL 4 3 t4
I'OUNDRY, LONDON, t8%. I VENITE
EXULTEMUS DOMINO.

Second. MEARS & STAINBANK, WHITECHAPEL 5 r 27
FOUNDRY, LONDON, r8%. ITE DEUM
LAUDAMUS.

Third. MEARS & STAINBANK, WHITECHAPEL 6 o 8
FOUNDRY, LONDON, 1893. / CANTATE
DOMINO CANTICUM NOVUM.

a
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Fig. 4S. The fifth bell of the ring of six at
Ilarcourt, cast by Michael Darlrie, an
{ounder, r656.

Stanton
itinerant
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Bell,
Fourth

Sixtlt

Seventh.

Tenor.

Bell.

Treble.

Second

Third.

. Inscri|tiort'.
MEARS & STAINBANK, WHITECHAPEL
FOUNDRY, LONDON, 1893. I
RENEDICITE OMNIA OPERA DOMINI
DOMINO.

IAMES KEENE (Fig. Az.) MADE (Fig.
Az.) M t6z8 (Fig. Ar.) I (Border, l;ig.
Bz aII round bell.)

MEARS & STAINBANK, WHITECHAPEL
FOUNDRY, LONDON, 1893. / OLIM E
QUINQUE SECUNDA LEVATA VOCE
SONABO.

ROBERT WISDOME & NICH: WII,LETT
CH-WARDENS t7z6 (Border, Fig. Dz.)

(Cable moulding, and bordev, Fig. Q7, all
rourul bell.) I @ell, Fig. A 5, three limes.)
HENRY : BAGLEY (Fig. 87.) MADE
MEE (Fig. 87.) t$4 @ie.Qt.) @ig. 87.)
VOBISSCOMIJE1 CONCORDO : DEUM
LAVDARE (Fig. 87.) I (Cable moulding
all round bell aboue sound-bou.)

Former ring of five bclls.

Inscription

(As on the present f,lth, cast by Jatctes
Keene, t628.)

ROBERT ATTON MADE ME 1617

(As on the plesent seuenth, cast by
Abraham Rudhall II, 1726.)

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs
6 3 14

7

823

rr o ot

743()+

()+

Approt
Weight

Cwt.
tL

8$

2

The fifth is by James Keene, the seventh by Abraham Rudhall
II, the tenor by Henry Bagley I, and the remainder by Mears and
Stainbank. The bells hang in a steel frame installed by Messrs.
Bond and Son.

The saunce bears no inscription or marks, but, judged by its
shape, is a fairly modern casting. It is hung for chiming.

The following details of the former ring of five bells - were

derived from notei in the Walters' MS. at the Society of Antiquar-
ies Library. Mr. Walters, however, does not state the source of
his information, and it is unlikely that he examined the bells
personally before the Year 1893.

r gic,

1I

Fifth.
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BeIt. Inscription. il!r;";t.
Cwt.

Fourth. (As on the present tenor, cast by Henry 14f.
Bagley, I, t6 jq.)

Tenor. JAMES HERBERT AND JOHN YOUNG 20
CHURC}TWARDENS R. TAYLOR &
SONS FOUNDERS r8z8

Of these bells the second, by Robert Atton, sounding the
strike-note AD, was recast in 1893 to form the present sixth, sound-
ing the strike-note A natural. The tenor was recast with some
additional metal to form the four smallest bells in the present ring.

Visited : F.S., z5th November, 1933.

267. SHIRBURN.
All Saints.

A western tower containing two bells, 14 and zgl inches in
diameter respectively.

The smaller is inscribed with its makers' names and date of
casting :

JOHN WARNER & SON FOUNDERS r8oz

The larger is by Henry Knight I, and bears the inscription :

+ gloris O in O excelcrurr O leoHK 1587 ROI.
The writer has not examined these bells. The foregoing par-

ticulars were derived {rom notes made by Mr. H. B. Walters.
6 Edw. VI. Item j belles and. r handbell.
Visited : H.B.W., 3oth April, r9r4.

268. SHORTHAMPTON.
All Saints.

An open bell-cote above the eastern gable of the nave contain-
ing two bells, rr and 18$ inches in diameter respectively.

The smaller bell is moderri and bears no inscription other than
the casting pattern srze "rJ" on its crown.

Above the sound-bow of the larger bell is the inscription :

Jenes Worrs Aroeour.N Wrrs Frcrr r8zr

"fo 
(Bett.) alp

The above details are taken from notes by Mr. H. B. Walters.
. In r8zr the churchwardens stated : "Tower rebuilt ; the three

bells sent to be recast."' In rBB5 they stated that one bell was
broken.'

Visited : H.B.W., z5th September, 1916.

t Sic. Ozlord Archdeaconry Papers, c. ror, fol. 234.
2 lbid.
s lbid., c. 42, fol. 396.
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269. SHUTFORD.

St. Martin.
A north-western tower containing two bells, zz and z5f inches

in diameter respectively.
The smaller bell bears no inscription : the larger one is in-

scribed :
HENRY BAGI-EY MADE MEE $ 1675

Between each word, and after the date are portions of ornamental
borders used by the owners of the Chacombe foundry.

Visited : F.S., z4th December, rg3z.

270. SIBFORD GO\X/ER.

The Holy Trinity.
An open lvestcrn turret containing one bell, which the writer

regrets lre has been unable to examine. According to Kelly's
Directory the church was built in r84o ; and the parish formed out
of the civil parish of Sr,valcliffe in the following year. The bell
probably dates from this period.

271. SOMERTON.

St. James.
A western tower containing a ring of six bells ; tenor 4z{ inches

diameter in F ; and a sanctus bell, r3 inches in diameter.

Bell.
Treble

lnscript,ion.
(Band of uine patlern all yotnt,d bell.) I
9enite (Sxulte mug Domiro * *
(Lougltborouglt loundry crest.) * * I
(Band ol uine pattern all round bdl.) IF. WHITE & SONS, BELLHANGERS,
APPLETON. / zoo YEARS FIVE IIEI.LS
HAVE HERE BEEN RI]NG, I TO MAKE
PEAL, I, NOW THE SIXTH, AM HL]NG.
/ G"E.BARNES, RECTOR, r8e6.

(Scroll-border, aitlt cable moulding aboue,
all r'ound bell.) | (Fig. BZ.) CANTATE
DOMINO (F-ig. 87.) CANTICVNI NOVVM
16:+6 , (Three _bells.) FI (FiS. BZ) B
(Border, b-ie. QZ.)

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.

4025

5 I 13Second
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Bell.

Third.

Fifth.

Tenor

Inscription.

CVM (Fie.Rr3.) VOCE (Fie.Rrt.)
IVCONDISIMA (Fig. Bro.) PROSEQVOR
(Fig. 87.) otp t67o (Fig. Bro.) 11 (Fig.
As.) B (Fis. Rt j.) (Fts. Qt.)

IOHN (Fie. Ac) I IORE (Fie. Ac.)
CHVRCH (Fig. A9.) WARDEN (Fig. A9.)
H (Fig. Ac.) B (Fig. A9.) r7o7 @is. A9.)

CONCORDO DEVM
(b-ig. 87.) HENRY BAGLE
(Three bells.) r6j5 @ig. 87.)

PRAY FOR TI{E GOOD ESTATE OF
WILI-IAM ASTON ESQVIER AND FOR
THE SOVLES OI.' IOHN ASTON AND
(Fig. 87, twice.) i ISABEL HIS WIFE
WHO WERE I'ATHER AND MOTIIER
OF WILLIAM THAT BOACI.ITI TI{IS
tsELL (b-ie. Bl.) HENRY IIAGLII I
(Three bells.) r635 MADE MEE (Fts.
Qr.)

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs

VOBISCVM
LAVDARE
MADE MEE
(Fis. Qr.)

613

708

916

rr 3 23

The treble was added to the ring in 1896. It was given by the
Rector, the Rev. G. E. Barnes, cast by Messrs. J. Tayior and-Co.,
and hung by Messrs. White.

The other bells in the ring were cast at the Chacombe foundry;
the second, third, fifth and tenor by Henry Bagley I, and the
fourth by Henry Bagley III.

All the bells retain their canons. They were rehung with
gear, type M, in a^two-tier cast-iron frame by Messrs. Taylor in
J9Sr. 

. .The tenor, fifth, third and second hang in an H-pattern
lower tier, with the treble and fourth, and pits lor two additional
trebles in a side-pattern upper tier.

The former oak frame consisted of four tiers : the tenor hung
in the lowest ; the fifth, fourth and third in the second tier ; th6
treble in the third tier ; and the second in the uppermost tier.

The saunce is hung for chiming. It was cast by James Keene
and bears the initials , 

, *
6 Edw. VI. Item j belles and a saunce bell.

Visited : F.S., r923-rg5r.

L Sic

379
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A r,l,estern tower containing a
in diameter, in G ; and a sanctus

)'7 )

Bell.
Treble.

Second

SOULDERN.

St. Mary.
ring
bell,

of six bells ; tenor 36 inches
14 inches ir-r diameter.

Cut.Qrs.Lbs.
FOUNDERS, 3 r 24

. I VENTTE

Inscription.
]\[EARS & STAINBANK,
LONDON. i A.D. rgoT
EXULTEMUS.

MEARS & STAINBANK,
LONDON. I A.D. rgo7.
LAUDAMUS.

FOUNDERS,
/ TE DEUM

3 3 13

Third. (Cuble tnoulding all round bell.) I + r ol
CANTATE DOMINO CANTICVM
NOVVNI (Fie. Itt.) FIENRY BAGLE
l{Al)E MEE (Fig. 45, three tirnes.) I t635
I (Cable ntoulding all round bell.)

Fourth. Sanc (Fig. Drj.\ t! (Fig. Erj.) att 4 2 27
(Fig. Dr j.) na (Shietd, Er+.) I *@@gbq,
E.D. 19ro. I (Whitechapel loundry tttarh.)

Fifth. I CVM VOCE ICVNDISSIMA 6 o oi
PRIISEQVOR (I;ig. tJ4.) IIB 163r (i-ig.
t.lq.) I (Border ol F'igs. Bro and Rrj.)

Tenor. VORIS(IVM'CO(N)C(O)RIIO DEVI\{ 8 o of
LAVDARE (Ftg. Ua.) IIENRY BAGLE
(Fig. U4.) t63r (Fig. Ilro.)

The treble and second were cast in rgoT at the Whitechapel
foundry where also the fourth was recast three years later. The
third, lifth and tenor were cast by Henry Bagley I : the two largest,
and a bell at Mollington already described,r were the first to be
cast at the famous Chacombe founCry.

AII the bells retain their canons ; the seventeenth century ones
have been quarter-turned. They are fitted with gear, type B, and
hang in an oak frame installed by Mr. F. White in tgo7. A false
crown staple is fitted to the third.

The saunce is hung for chiming. It was cast by Henry
Bagley I, and inscribed :

H B 1665 @igs. 87 and Q7.)
The forfier fourth was by John Saunders, of Reading, circa

r55o. It was cracked through the clapper being allowed to wear

r See p. zr4
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Photo :

Fig. 5o. A disused trell cast by
r35o, at Stoke Talmage.

Harris Morgan, Esq

John RufIord, cizca
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a deep hollow in its sound-borv ; and the rvriter was told by Mr.
Richard White that he had never seen a bell so deeply indented
by the action of the clapper as this one. It was quarter-turned in
r9o7, but this precarrtion was carried out too late to save it.r

The treble and second were added to the ring in rgo7. A
tablet on the west wall of the tower is inscribeC :

@o t\e @lotg ot 6@D / an! in perpetual
rememtrante of mp telobe! pusban! an! mp
onlp @!iI! / tbe four 9ncient 0e[lt lcew
re6t0re! / ant tbo bere a!!e! I g,D, 1907 I
bg Anne lPenroee @ougl].

6 Edw. VI. Item j belles and. a saunce bell.2

Visited : F.S., rg23-ag12.

273. SPELSBURY.
AII Saints.

A western tower containing a ring of six bells ; tenor approx-
imately 38 inches in diameter, in G ; and a sanctus bell.

Bell. Inscribtion. Cut.Qrs.Lbs,
Treble. ALTHouGrr .lrou sEtt r Atrr BUT sMALL : r 4 r ol

SHALL BI' HEARD AMONG YOU ALL ." R :

wELLS : 1788 .'.

Second

Third.

ROBER'I' lwELLS ALDBOURNE WII-TS FECIT 430fr788.'.
RECAST
ntarh
LON

.)
I)ON

rg24 I (lVhitechupel t'ourulry
/ tvlEARS & STATNBANK,

o

o

5

6

7

Fourth
Fifth.

(Same as second.)

JoHN }lunsrow &
Cnuncn WanorNs
Ar.or:ounNr : FBcrr

Tnolras Cancurr
RoeEnr Wrlrr-s :

oI
of

r 788
Tenor Yo PBopro ALL wgo HEAR ME RrNc Be

I-rrtrnrulr- To voun Goo & I{rr.rc lF
Rosr. )k Wrr.ls Frcrr: 1788: lF rt +,t

of

A ring of six from the Aldbourne fo.undry, of rvhich the third
was recast at Whitechapel in t924. The bells were rehung by Mr.
Richard White in that year.

From Mr. Walters'MS., we lcarn that former third was in-
scribed as the second and fourth.

o9

r For a similar instance seer p. 74.2 The Rev. J. C.-Blomfield's statement regarding this inventory, given on
p. 5r of my Clrurch. Bells ctf The Deanery ot' Bicester is incorreit.
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Spelsbury possessed a ring of six bells before Wells installed
the present one in r7BB. In Bagley's bell catalogue of r73z we,
read :

"Spelfbury. (To make Iix) 4 [bclls.]"
The saunce is hung for chiming in an inaccessible position in

the north window of the belfry. It was cast at the Chacombe
foundry and bears the date :

164z

followed by the border, Fig. Rr3. There may be other wording
which cannot be seen. The last figure of the date is uncertain.

Visited : H.B.W., September, r9o8 ; F.S., 8th December,
7929.

274. STADHAMPTON.

St. John-the-Baptist.
A western tower containing a ring of four bells ; tenor 34*

inches in diameter, in BD.

Bell.
Treble.

Second.

Third.

Tenor

Inscription.
TIENRX KNXGHT MADE MEE x6zx Q

(Same as treble.)

MEARS & STAINBANK, FOUNI]ERS,
LONDON. / G.B. PENNELL, VICAR. /
A.D. 1883. / I,-. WHITE, BELL-HANGER.

MEARS & STAINBANK, I,'OI]NDERS,
LONDON. 1884. I I TOLL THE
FUNERAL KNEII I T HAIL THE
FESTAI- DAY i THE FLEETING HOUR
I TELL / I SUMMON ALL TO PRAY.

Cut.Qrs.Lbs,

400f
420{

526

6 3 rr

The treble and second were cast by Henry Knight I ; the two
largest were recast at the Whitechapei foundry. In the Tvssen
MS., at the Society of Antiquaries Library, is a note mad,e"circa
186o, stating that- all four bells were insciibeC alike, (i.e. as the
present treble) which reveals that a complete ring oi four was
cast at the Reading foundry in 16zr.

The belts hang in a seventeenth century oak frame havine
pits for five bells, but never having contained more than four. ThE
Pjll. rope circle is anti-clockwise. The gear, type B, is by F.
White.

6 Edw. VI. Stadham. Item j belles in the steple.
Visited : F.S., z6th March, tg4g.

383
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275. STANDLAKE

St. Giles.

A circular western tower with spire containing a ring of six
bellst; tenor 4o inches in diameter, in F#; and a sanctus bell, 16$
inches in diameter.

Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.

Treble. MEARS & STAINBANK, F'OUNDERS, 5 3 5
I-ONDON. t887. I IN MEMORY OF
QIIEEN VICTORIA'S JUBILEE 1887
LAUS + DEo

Second. ..CANTATEDOMINOCANTICOMNOVM1 4 2 o]
I'IENRY 81 MADE MEE -:- THOMAS
IIARNES. C.HOSIER : CHVRCH: W H
rTos (Fig. 49.)

Third. IOHN CHAMI]ERS RECTTERT : 5 o oI
TI]OMAS BARNES. CHRISTOPII-trR
I{OSIER. C. WARDDNS. HENRY
llA(;LEY MADE MEE r7o9

Fourth. WILI-IAM: NIARCIIANT : EDMOND: 5 r r9
CAMDEN: C: W : HENRY: BAGLEY :

MAr : ME : t73o : I (l,Vlriteclrapel loundry
narh,)

Fifth. TTIOMAS BARNS1 CI IRISTOPHER 8 o o]
HOSIER CHVRCH WARI)ENS H B rTro

Tenor. + REVD. FRANK BURGES, CURATE. rr 2 ot
+ REVD. HENRY ITIDDULPH,
RECTOR. WILI,IAM ROSE,
THOMAS I]LAKEMAN-BROWN,
CHURCHWARDENS. (Coin.) WILLIAM
TAYLOR ITECIT, 1843. I (Scroll bbrder
all round ttell.)

The treble and fourth were cast at the Wl-ritechapel foundry;
the latter is not dated but was cast from the metal of a former bell
in r93r. The writer saw the old bell in Mr. Richard White's work-
shop at Appleton on 3rst October, r93r ; it bore the same irscrip-
tion as the present bell, but in Bagley's lettering, anC without the
Whitechapel foundry mark. The treble was added to the ring in
rBB7. The second, third and fifth are by Henry Bagley III ; the
tenor was cast at the Oxford foundry.

The fourth is an extremely thin bell, and I am told by Messrs.
Mears and Stainbank that it is the Iightest bell cast at their foundry

I

r Sic.
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sounding the strike-note Afi. The treble, on the other hand is a
very thiik casting : the founders say it was a stock bell, originally
casi for Ringwould, Kent. Bagley appears to have reduced the
smaller bells-in the ring in size in order to get them into the small
circular tower.

The bells hang in a three-tier cast iron side-pattern frame,
installed by Mr. White in r93r ; the gear, type H, is also by him'
The fourth and fifth hang in the lowest tier, the treble and tenor
are in the centre one, and the second and third occupy the upper-
most tier. The fourth was cast without canons ; the canons have
been removed from the other bells.

From the notebookl of Alfred White, the bellhanger, we
learn that before 1843, the tenor was by Henry Bagley III, and
inscribed :

TTIRAT' MENMAX' COM2 HEIER2
GODS WORD & REPENT SO WHEN I
RING OR TOLE2 MY VOICE IS SPENT
ROBERT LYDALL RECTOR WILLIAM
MERCIIANT EDMI]ND CAMDEN CW
HB r7-3o

The first part of the inscription was intended to be :

T]'IAT NIEN MAY COME AND HEAR
GOD'S WORD AND REPENT SO WHEN
I RING OR TOLL MY VOICE IS SPENT.

as on a bell by Bagley at Tingewick, Buckinghamshire.'
Bagley's bell catalogue of r73z states that he cast the third'

and tenor of the old ring of five at Standlake : he omits to mention
the treble and second' of this ring, made by him n t7o9.

The saunce hangs in an opening in the tiase of the spire. It
retains its canons, and is fitted with an eighteenth century half-
wheel, and other gear similar to type C. It was cast at the Glouces-
ter foundry, and bears the inscription :

Tr{OMAS Rt,IDHALL FOIJNDER r78r

Before and after the date are portions of the border, Fig. Dr4.

Visited : F.S., roth April, rg5o.

I Alfred White's Notebooh, {o1. r. (Now in the possession o{ Mr. Richard
White, of Appleton.)

2 Sic.
s A. H. Cocks, The Ch.urch Bells of Buchinghamshire, 1897, p. 596.I In 1887 this bell became the fourth.
5 The present second and third,



386 THE CHURCTI BELLS OF OXFORDSHIRE

276. STANTON HARCOURT.
St. Michael.

A central tower containing a ring of six bells ; tenor 4ofl inches
in diameter, in G.

Bell.

Treble

Second

Third.

Fou rth.
Fifth.
Tenor. t

Inscription.

GOD PRESERVE THE CHVRCH OF
ENGLAND (Border, Fig. Dr4.) A(Bell.)R
tTzz (Border, Fig. Dt4.)
MICHAEL DARBIE MADE ME T656

(Same as second, except figure 5 upside
d.oun.)
(Same as sccontl.)

MICHAEL DARISIE MADE ME 1656 T14t
WILLIAM PARMEE WILL BARI'OOT
WILL BVNCE FRANI WACE C W 1686

Approx
lA eight
Ctut.

^L

rIJ4

6

7

II

alo,

The treble was cast at the Gloucester foundry, and adde.l to
the ring in rTzz; the tenor is by Richard Keene ; and the remain-
der by Michael Darbie. The r75r edition of Rudhall's bell cata-
logue states :

"Stantorr llarcourt. (The Gi{t of the Rt. Hon. Simon Lord Harcourt)
r [bell.]"

The tenor is by Richard Keene, and the remainder by Michael
Darbie. An illustration of the hfth is given in FiS. 49.

The treble has cabled canons ; the second, third and fourth
have moulded canons ; the canons of the tenor are missing. The
first four bells have been quarter-turneC. The treble has a false
crown staple. The sound-bow of the tenor is not ol uniform thick-
NCSS.

The ring hangs in an early seventeenth century oak frame of
similar design to that at West Hanney, Berkshire.' The treble
pit was added in the eighteenth century. The gear, type E, is by
Mr. Richard White.

In the ringing chamber are some interesting peal-tablets. One
on the west wall is inscribed :

"Labor omnieL vincit. I @ell.) / RIJNG on these BELLS / Sunday
Augt. z5th 1833 / a complete Peal of 7zo changes I @n the Neu Treble
Bob Systern) / by six Oxford Youths, viz :- / (;EORG.E HARRIS
Treble. / GEORGE NUNNEY znd. / EDW. WIIITIIREAD 3rd. I
ROBERT YOUNG 4th. / ARTHUR TYROR 5th. / I{ENRY NUNNEY
Tenor. / The atrove was conducted by E. Whitbread."

r Sic.
2 The Berhshire Archaeological Journal, Vol. XLV, r94r, Part II, p. 68,

and plate XIV,
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Pltoto : Harris Morgan, Esq.

Fig. 5r. A bell at Stoke Talmage, cast circa 1630 at the
\Vokingham {ourrdry.
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On the left of this is a tablet recording 7zo changes of Grand-
side Minor, rung on May 5th, 1864 ; and on the right one record-
ing 7zo changes of College Single Minor, and 7zo changes of
Grandsire Bob Minor,' both rung on February z3rd, t84r.

A tablet on the east wall is inscribed :

" (Bell.) / Change Ringing. / On March the r4th 1863 was rung a /
complete Peal of Grandsire min/ors2 comprising 7zo changes, by the
Stanton Harcourt Society, / the men were stationed as under / J. Calcutt
treble. / J. Trinder znd. I G. Calcutt 3rd. / G. Davies 4th. / W. Cli{ton
5th. / A. Trinder Tenor. / Conducted by J. Trinder."

To the right of this tablet are three others on which are in-
scribed records of 7zo changes of Kent Treble Bob Minor, rung on
rzth August, r84g ; rz6o Grandsire Doubles, z4th May, 1938 ; and
/zo Grandsire Minor, zoth April, 1889.

Visited : F.S., roth April, r95o.

277. STANTON-ST.-JOHN.

St. Jc.hn-the-Baptist.
A western tower containing a ring of five bells ; tenor 3/$

inches in diameter.
Approx.

Bell. InscriPtion. *rifr*.

Treble.

Secon<l

Third.

Fourth.

Tenor. t

t652

-:- HENREY2 LODER WILLIAM GRANT
CHVRCH WARDENS .:- HENREY,
BAGLEY MADE MEE 1716 -:-

MICHAEL DARBIE MADE ME 1656

1652

PEACE & GOOD NEIGHBOVRHOOD
(Fie. C5.) A(Bell.)R (Fis. CS.) 1724
(Fig. c5.)

4

4*

5l
7

e+

The treble and fourth are by Ellis and Henry Knight of
Reading ; the second by Henry Bagley III, of Chacombe ; the
third by Michael Darbie, who was living in Oxford in 1656 ; and
the tenor by Abraham Rudhall I, of Gloucester.

I Probably rvhat,is now known to ringers as "Bob Minor.'
2 Sio,
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The inscriptions on the treble and fourth are formed in "sheet-
metal" type ; on the latter the figure ".2" is reversed in a way only
possible by using type of this kind. The tenor has lost its canons.

The bells hang in an oak frame and are fitted with gear,
type A.

The former tenor was inscribedr:
M B. W FI. CIfVRCHWARDENS 165z

and was probably cast at the Reading foundry.
6 Edw. VI. Item. 4 belles yn the tower and. a sanctus bell.

Item. a burying bell and a sacring bell.
Visited : F.S., ztst JuJy, 1932.

278. STOKE LYNE.
St. Peter.

A southern tower containing a ring of three bells i tenor 37
inches in diameter, in A.

BelI. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.
Treble. MEARS &, STAINBANK, FOUNDERS, 5 o ro

LONDON. r86q.

Second. Tnortas Msans on Loroon Facrr r8rz 7 o ot
(Loop border, Fig. Gtr.)

.fenor. THE SOI,IND THAT REACIIETII GOD 8 3 8
ABOVE / IS NOT' CLANG BUT VOICE
OF LOVE / SIR A. PEYTON, BART., /
R. ADAN,IS, l CHURCHWARDENS. I
M. & S. LONDON rs25. (Whitechapel
loundry mark.)

The three bells were cast at the Whitechapel foundry. The
tenor has a "Doncaster-pattern" head : the others have traditional
type canons. They hang in an oak frame, having pits for four
bells, but it has never housed more than three : the frame
resembles those made by John Walters, of Kings Sutton, in the
flrst half of the nineteenth century. The gear, type A, was renewed,
by Mr. Richard White in 1925.

The former tenor was inscribed :

Hsxnv Wrr-r.relrs Eowano Jecrsor
Crruncn Wenoeus. T. Mrens or LoNooN
Fpcrr r8rz.

The bell was badly cracked when first seen by the writer.
Visited : F.S., r6th December, rgz3, gth February, rg12.

1 J. Skelton, Collections lor the History and Antiquiti.es ol Oxtordshire,
18r3, {o1.56.

2 The letter "A" was omitted here.
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279. STOKE, NORTH.
rst. Mary.

A western tower containing a ring of three bells ; tenor 34{
inches in diameter, in Br.

Bell.

Treble.

Second

Tenor

Inscription
Approx
Weight
Cwt.

FEARE GOD x636

lfi flVy@X$ sfr,fr,lb B@b@fr,@q.
@sfi#sfr,s x@hsfrfr,lt5-
X (Frg. S3.) @ 16or I @ie. Ez, three
times.)

O (Fie.Cr5.) COR (I;ig. Cr5.) L727

The treble is by Ellis Knight I, the second by Joseph Carter,
and the tenor by Oliver Cor. The strike-notes of the bells are
tuned in the Phygian mode. The treble has a false crown-staple.

The inscription on the treble is formed in Knight's well-known
sheet-metal type ; the lettering on the second is similar to that on
Carler's bells at Hanborough and elsewhere ; below the shoulder
of the tenor is a series of narrow mouldings, and its inscription
occurs above the sound-bow.

The ring hangs in an oak frame of sixteenth century pattern.,
but the timbers of which it is made are obviously of much more
recent date. The frame was probably renewed by some local
craftsman who copied the pattern of the former one. The bellrope
circle is anti-clockrvise ; and there are pits for five bells, although
the frame has never held more than three.

The gear, type A, dates from the seventeenth century ; the
ironwork is keyed, and rollers are used for ground pulleys. The
bell-wheels are similar to the traditional pattern, excipt that their
main spokes are splayed like those of sixteenth century half-wheels.
The stays and sliders date from the nineteenth century.

6 Edw. VI. Item a smalle sacryng bell. Item a hand. bell.
Item j belles in the stepulle.

Visited : F.S., 8th April, r95o.

5

6

-l/2
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280 sToKE, SOUTH.

St. Andrew.
A western tower containing a ring of six bells

inches in diameter, in Ar.
BeIl. Inscribtion.

Treble. MEARS & STAINBANK, FOUNDERS,
LONDON. (Whitechapel loundry marh.) |
TO THE MEMORY OF THE MEN OF
THE / JOINT PARISH OF SOUTH
sToKE AND WOODCOTE, i WHO FELL
IN THE GREAT WAR, rgr4-rgrs. I
ALFRED D'OILY NIND GAVE ME, r9zo.

Second. HENRX KNXGHT MADE MEE x6zz
XHXlVBHXHGHO/WTAHBC

Third. FEARE GOD x633
Fourth. MEARS & STAINBANK, FOUNDERS,

LONDON. r88r. / REVD. P. H. NIND,
vrcAR. / JOHN BULLOCK,
CHURCHWARDEN.

Fifth. HENRX KNXGHT I\,IADE MEE ANO
x6x6

Tenor. HENRX KNXGHT MADE THXS BELL
XN ANO x6o9 / BLESSED BE TIfE
NAME OF THE LORD

tenor 38

Czat.Qrs.Lbs

4oro

5r
6o

430f

7o

92

oI
IO

oI

of

The treble and fourth were cast at the Whitechapel foundry:
the others have inscriptions in sheet-metal type and were cast it
Reading_l the third t by Ellis Knight I, and the remainder by
H-enr-y Knight I. The initials on the second are probably thos-e
of subscribers.

The treble was ad{ed to the ring in rgzo; the fourth replaces
a bell by William and Robert Cor, inscribed :

WILLIAM I{IGGS & WILLIAM
CLAXSON C W WILL ROB COR 1716

A cast iron side-pattern frame and httings type G were in-
stalled by Messrs. Mears and Stainbank, in rgzo. 

- 
The treble has

a "Doncaster-pattern" head : the canons have been removed from
the other bells.

In the Tyssen MS., is a complete record of the ring of five in
the latter half of the nineteenth century.r

6 Edw. VI. Item 4 belles in the steple. Ye parties aboue
sayd, are not as yet certeyn ahere ye sance bell is becum,.

Visited : F.S., Bth April, r95o.

I Tyssen MS., 38, Io1. 37, Society of Antiquaries Library
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281. sToKE ROW.

St. John-the-Evangelist.
A northern tower with spire containing one bell, z4 inches in

diamcter, hung for ringing.
The bell was cast at the Whitechapel foundry, and is inscribed:

G. MEARS FOUNDER LONDON 1858.

It hangs in an oak frame and is fitted with gear, type A.

Visited : F.S., 8th April, r95o.

282. STOKE TALMAGE.

St. James.

A western tor'ver coutaining two bells, z4 and 27f, inches in
diameter respectively, hung for ringing.

The smaller beli is cracked. It was cast circa r35o by John
Rufford, anC is inscribed in his wejl-known lettering :

+ xlp@ : g'$IDn i fr,@b

The initial cross is }-ig. Uz. The lettering has been illustrated
by Mr. A. H. Cocks,'and I deem it unnecessary to reproduce it
here.

The larger bell was cast at the Wokingham foundry circa 136o.
Its inscription band is fllled with a narrow, flat, fourteenth-
century-type moulding ; below this are three founder's marks: the
initial cross, Fig. F4, the coin, FiS. QS, and the lion's head, Fig.
Fz.

Both bells retain their canons and have false crown staples.
The gear is similar to type A with the exceptions that there are no
stays or sliders; the larger bell has an eighteenth century roller ;

and both bells have medieval stirrup-topped clappers fitted with
iron baldrick copses. They hang in a modern oak frame of
amateurish design, and are illustrated in Figs. 50 and 5r.

/ Edw. VI. Imprimis z belles. [The present ones.]

Visited : F.S., zgth April, r95o.

1 A. H. Cocks, The Church Bells
upper set. See also O.R.S.,

ol Buchinghamshire, t897, plate IV, the
Vol. XXVIII, p. ro.
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283. STOKENCHURCTI.I

SS. Paer and Paul.

A western tower containing a ring of three bells ; tenor 33]
inches in diameter, in BD'; and a clock bell, rr$ inches in diameter.

Bell.

Treble.

Second

Inscription.

LOVE GOD 164o

Pecx & CrrepneN or LoNoor F.ecrc 1778
(Loop border, Fig. Grt.)

Approx
Weight

Cwt.

3*

5

Tenor. HENRX KNGXTIf3 MADE MEE ANO 7
x6x8 f

The treble is by Fllis Knight I, of Reading i the second was
cast at the Whitechapel foundry, and the tenor at the Reading
foundry. All the bells retain their canons, and have not been
quarter-turned. The tenor has moulded canons, and a false
crown-staple.

The ring hangs in a seventeenth century type braced-king-
post oak frame, partly constructed of second-hanC timbers, one of
which has medieval mouldings. With the exception of the clappers
and pulleys the gear is similar to type A. The clappers of the
treble and second date from the eighteenth century ; the tenor has
a nineteenth century clapper. Seventeenth century rope rollers
are fitted to the treble and tenor.; the second has an eighteenth
century pulley.

The clock bell hangs in an open turret on the tower roof. It
bears no inscription or marks ; but, judged by its shape, appears
to be an eighteenth century casting.

Visited : F.S., Bth March, 1952.

1 Stokenchurch parish, {ormerly in Oxfordshire, was transferred to Buck-
inghamshire in the year 1896. As a description of the bells was not
inclucled by Mr. A. I:[. Cocks in The Church Bells ol Buckinghamshire,
published in r897, it was thought advisible to include it here.

z The strike-note of the tenor is only slightly flat of B ; those of the other
two bells are approximateiy Cfi and D f .

3 Sic.
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2E4. STONESFIELD.

St. James-the-Less.

A western tower containing a ring of six bells ; tenor 35t
inches in diameter, in A.

Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs,

Treble. TO THE GLORY OF GOD / THE GIFT 3 r 27
OF F. E. ROBINSON ESQnr. A.D. i86o /F. ROBINSON M.A. RECTOR. I T.
GARDNER i W. DAVIS t
CHURCHWARDENS. / CAST BY G.
MEARS LONDON.

Second. TBURBROUGH&ICASTLEWARDENS 3 3 o]
1783 @ig. Dt4.)

'third. THOMAS :-: ROBARDS :-: WILLIAM :-: 4 2 of
HRNI :-: C :-: W :-: M :-: B :-: MADE :-

. J756 t_:

I;ourth. ROBARDI I-ERDENER IOHN KIRKE 5 r o{
C W IH 166o

l,'iIth. TIIIS BELL WAS RECAST BY G. MEARS 6 o 22
LONDON IN TIIE YEAR OF OUR LORD
186o. / F. ROBINSON M.A. RECTOR. /T. GARDNER / W. DAVIS l
CHURCHWARDENS

Tenor +
M

x+@ t @hxb + 8@TLgb+fiia,ic-@+t6oz
The treble and fifth are from the Whitechapel foundry ; the

second is by Thomas Rudhall ; the third by Matthew Bagley III ;

the fourth by Richard Keene ; and the tenor by Joseph Carter.
The second has cabled canons. The third has a cable moulding
above its inscription band. The lettering on the tenor was formerly
used by Thomas Lawrence, whose moulding stamps were acquired
by Carter.

Since the date of the writer's visit the bells have been rehung
with gear, type E, in a side-pattern cast-iron frame by Mr. Richard
White. They formerly hung in a two-tier oak frame.

Francis Edward Robinson, the donor of the treble, after-
wards took Holy Orders. He gave two tenors to augment the
number of the bells in the ring at Appleton, Berkshire, to ten in
186r, and three of that famous ring were recast at his own

8oo}

r Sdo.
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expense.r He also gave an additional treble and tenor to augment
the bells at Drayton, Berkshire, to eight.' He was the founder and
first Master of The Oxford Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers.

Preserved in the Kimber collection at the Whitechapel bell-
foundry is a drawing of the inscription on the predecessor of the
fifth, which, before 186o, was the fourth of the ring of five. The
bell was cast at the Wokingham foundry in the latter half of the
fifteenth century, and inscribed :

@666&$antta fllaria @ra lFro 9obis
(Lion's face, Fig. Fz.) (Shield, Fig. F7.)
(Co'in, Fig. Q j .) (Cross, Frg. F 4.)

Visited : F.S., rst April, 1933.

285. STRATTON AUDLEY.
SS. Mary and Eadburya.

A western tower containing a ring of five bellst; tenor 4of
inches in diameter, in G ; and a sanctus bell, 14| inches in
diameter.

Approx.
Beu. rnscription. y:;rr!,

Treble. Tsos Berars & Jelras Snnpano Csuncn 4li' Wanorws (Fig. Ett.) Pecr eNo Cnaprtar.t
on LoNooll h-acrc t77z (Fig. Ert.)

Second. 1693 5*

Third. 1693 6*

Fourth. RICH KEENE CAST TFIIS RING 1693 8

Tenor. ALEXANDER ROBINGS THOMAS rr+
TVGWOOD CI{VRCH WARDENS
(Border.) I-IENRY BAGLEY N{ADE MEE
tTzr (Border.)

The treble was cast at the Whitechapel foundry ; the tenor
is by Henry Bagley III ; and the remainder by Richard Keene.
All the bells have lost their canons.

On the waist of the tenor is a shield bearing the Royal Arms
of the period, except that in one place the fleurs-de-lys appear
instead of the three leopards. Round the shield is the motto :

HONI SOIT QVI MAL Y PENSE

r The Berhshire Archaeological Journal, Vo]. XLIIL, 1939, pp. 75-8o
2 lbid. Yol. XLIV, r94o, pp. 95-roo.

TFIE CHURCH BELLS OF OXFORDSHIRE
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The ring was rehung with gear, type B, in_a wrought rlgrl
side-pattern Trame in l7oz by Mr. F. Webb, of Kidlingto". - 11"
forrner frame was dated 1636, and constructed to house five bells.
One of the main braces of the tenor bell-pit of this frame is

preserved in the church; it bears the inscription :

1636. EDWARD FREEMAN OI'- BRACKLY
MADE MEE. IOHN BROOKES AND
ROBERT ALDAY CHVRCHWARDENS

The original sanctus bell-cote remains over the gable above
the chancel alch. The bell is now in the tower. It has been recast

-probably 
by Richard Keene in tl-re seventeenth century-is hung

for chiming, and bears no inscription.
6 Edw. VI. Item j greate belles one saunctus bell one hand'

bell.
Visited : F.S., 1923-195r.

At Stratton Audley Park is a chime of four bells ; tenor z4{
inches in diameter in E. The bells hang in an enclosed turret
above the stables. The stable clock chimes the Westminster
quarters on the four bells, and strikes the hours on the tenor.
Each bell bears the inscription :

TAYI,ORS * IIOUNDEITS *
LOUGIIBOROUGH * rr3o *

The worC stop is Fig. H8.

Visited : F.S., z3rd October, rg4o.

286. SV/ALCLIFFE.

SS. Peter and Paul.

A rvestern tower containing a ring of six belisf ; tenor 44 inches
in diameter, in F ; and a bell cote ab.ove the gable over the chancel
arch containing a sanctus bell, 14 inches in diameter.

Bell.
Tretrle.

Inscri,ption. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.
(Border, Fig. Vz, all round bell.) I @ig. 6 o 2r
U5.) MY ITREE AND HALF FOVNDER
(Coin.) RICHARD (Coin.) WYKI'IAM
E,S2. Qoin.) TO (Coin.) }{EI,P (Fig. Vz.)
SWALCLIITFE (FiC. Zz.) TOWER (Flg.
Vr.) DOTH (Fie. Vr.) MEE (Fie.
72.) DESIER (Fig. Vz.) (Rose.) (Coin.)
(Rose.) 1613S. (Fie. Vz.) I $hield., charged
with two cheurons betaeen three roses.)
H 1685 W (Twenty tzuo coins.)
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Bell.
Second.

Bell.

Treble.

Second

HVMPI{RY
(Fig. Vz
(Fig. Vz
on treble

Inscription.
(Fig. Vz.) WYKHAM ESP OF

SWALCLIFFE (Fig. Vz.) 1685
I (Shi,eld and ooins below as

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs
6r13

)
)

)

Third. WILLIAM HITCHCOX CH W t7zo 6 r r9
(Bromsgroae loundry mnrh, Fig. T8.)
(Border, Fig. U7.) * (FiS. Ur.) (Border,
Fig. U7.\

Fourth. HENRY (Fig. Vz.) BAGLEY (Fig. Vz.) 8 r 19
MADE (Fig. Vz.) MEE (Fig. Vz.) i685
(Fig. Vz.)

Fifth. MATHEW (Fig. Vz.) BAGLEY (Fig. Vz.) 9 3 16
MADE (Fig. Vz.) MEE (Flg. Vz.) t685
(Fig. Vz.)

Tenor. (Border, Fie. Vz, all round bell.) I tZ z I
WILLIAM TREDWELL IOHN BAGGET
IAMES WALKER MATHEW AVSTING
THOMASBVTLERCWT685

A ring of six by Henry and Matthew Bagley, of Chacombe, oI
which the third was recast in r72o by Richard Sanders. All the
bells have lost their canons. They were rehung with gear, type H,
in a- cast-iron H-pattern frame by Messrs. Gillett and-Johnston, in
r938.

The former frame was of oak and constructed in two tiers.
The saunce is hung for chiming. It has no inscription or

marks, and on the evidence of its shape was not cast beforc circa
186o. In the masonry of the chancel may be seen marks made by
the rope of the former saunce in medieval times when it was rung
by means of an external rope operated through a low side window.
The bell was restored to the turret in 1938 : formerly it hung in
the tower.

Visited : F.S., e4th December, rg3z; rgth January, 1946.

287. SWERFORD.
St. Mary.

A western tower with spire containing a ring of five bells.
Approx
Weight,
Cwt.

3*

3-l

Inscription.

J. CASTLE & W: IRONS C: W: (Flg. N6.)
W & J TAYLOR OXFORD FEC-T r8z3

.. .'.A r : FRANKLIN : R: WEST: C:
Al\'r : M: B : MADE:ME: 1756: .'.

t Sic
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Fig. S-1. The ring of six bells at Swacliffe.

ffiffis,i*

irrtt $r 6 rf:tJ
fidtt,s{ lfr;
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Bell.

Third. +wF+w
WARDENS r7z3
marh.) l(Border,

Inscription.

FRANQKLIN CHURCH
I (Bromsgroue foundry
Fig. U7.)

Approx
Weight
Cwt.

4

Fourth. RICHARD .I0 WEST .le IOHN * 5

HUMPRES & CHURCH *r WARIIENS
.& ,$ tzoo .S / M .!e u .I'MADE &MEE

Tenor. SAMVEL (Fig. A9.) BISSELL (Fig. 49.) 7
THOMAS (FiS. AC.) SMITII CHVRCH
WARDENS 1695 WILI-IAM (Fig. 49.)
BAGLEY (Fig. A9.) IVIADE (Fig. Ft.)
MEE (Fig. Fr.) (Fi,s. A9-)

The treble is by William and John Taylor, the second and
fourth by Matthew Bagley, the third by Richard Sanders, and the
tenor by William Bagley.

The bells hang in a two-tier oak frame, with the tenor in the
upper tier.

Visited : F.S., 3oth November, t929.

288. SV/INBROOK.

St. Mary.
A western tower containing three bells' The saunce weighs

t qr. 22 lbs., and was cast at the Whitechapel foundry : it is in-
scribed :

MEARS & CO. FOUNDERS LONDON
r865

The largest bell was cast at the same foundry and during the'
same year as the saunce, but after Mr. Stainbank. had. joined the
firm. 

-It 
weighs z qwt.3 qrs. 13 lbs., and bears the inscription :

MEARS & STAINBANK, FOUNDERS,
I-ONDON 1865. / "o COME LET US SING
I]NTO THE I,ORD."

The other bell is by Edward Neale, of Burford, and bears
the inscription :

RICHARD : COLES : C : W : T685 :

. (Ornament.) E(Fig. Hg.)N (Ornament.)

Visited : T.A.T., 4th July, 1893.1

I Most of the particulars regardirrg these bells were taken from the White-
chapel foundry ledgers.
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289. SV/YNCOMBE.
St. Bo olph.

A small canopied open bell-cote, situated below the apex of
thb western gable of the nave, contains one bell, zo inches in
diameter, hung "dead" and sounded by the method known as
''clocking".

The bell dates from the period r4oo-r4ro, and is either the
work of John Barber, of Salisbury, who died in r4o41, or one of
his successors. It bears the inscription :

(Initial cross, Fig. V r r)
stop, Fig. Tto.) (()oin.)

&
t& (Wh.eel

The initial cross is similar to that found by Mr. H. B. Walters
at Odstock, Wiltshire, and elservhere, on bells ascribed by him
to Barbcrr, whosc name appears on a bell at Chiltern, Wiltshire',
bearing the same lettering as at Odstock but with a smaller initial
crossa. The larger cross, set obliquely, was found by Canon H.
T. Ellacombe at Sapperton, and Stanley-St.-Leonard, Gloucester-
shire". The alphabet from which the crowncd "R" was taken was
subsequently used by Worcester founders, who also used Rarber's
smaller crosso. The Worcester founders, horvever, only crowned
the initial letter of each word'. Mr. Walters notcs that the saunce
at Preston, Rutland, has similar marks to those on the Swyncombe
bell8, but the writer observes that tl-re wheel stops, Rutland,
Fig. r5'g, and Gloucester, Fig. j8tn, or Oxford, Fig. Tro, are no-t
identical. The wheel stop, Fig. Tro, was afterwards used bi
Bristol founderstt. The coin is the reverse of a groat of
Edward III.

Preserved in the church is another bell, which for some con-
siderable time has been broken. The surviving fragments have
been joined together by means of iron bands ,and rivetsr2. The

1

2

1
5

6

7

I
I
l0

t2

H. B. Walters, The Church Bells ol Wiltshire, rg2g, p.257.
Ibid, pp. r5r and 258.
Ibid, pp. 5t and 257.
F. Sharpe, The Church Bells of Radnorsh'ire, 1942, p. 24.
H. T. Ellacombe, The Church Bells of Gloucestershive, r88t, p. zz.
FI. B. Walters, The Church Bells of W'orcestersh'ire, r93o, p. 288.
F. Sharpe, ut sup., p. 58.
H. B. Walters, The Church Bells of Wiltshire, tgzg, p.258.
T. North, The Church Bells ol Rutland, r88o, p. 44.
H. T. Ellacombe, ut sup., Plate IX.
H. B. Walters, The Church Bells of Worcesterhire, rg3o, p. 288 ;

F. Sharpe, The Church Bells of Radnorshire, ry47, p. 74.
The writer hopes that the iron rivets will be removed and copper rivets

inserterl.
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bell is rB inches in diameter, 14$ inches high from lip to crown,
r.| inches thick at the sound bow, $ of an inch at the waist and
t'5 of an inch thick at the shoulder. On its crown is a flat mould-
ing between two narrow moulding wires ; and there are similar
mouldings above the inscription 6and ; there are'two moulding
wires below the inscription band and three above the sound-bow ;

below the sound-bow are two mou'ldings, one flat and the other
narrow. The bell is of considerable interest from its inscription
and beautiful fourteenth century lettering. It is inscribcd :

+ hv xv b @sfiips fr @ t xn @5TJ s @.b@ fr,@ fii@, fr,b # @axsT"@,

Apart from the initial cioss and three-point word stop the ietters
are equally spaced, and are formed on paterae. The inscription
reads :

"Hujus campane Ihesus est Nomen speciale."
It is not possible to assign the bell to any particular foundry.

The initial cross closely resembles that used by Sandre, of Glouces-
ter, circa T32o1, but the lettering is not the usual Gloucester type',
The flat mouldings on the crown are characteristic of fourteenth
century London bells, but there is no further reason for associating
the bell with any known London make. The lettering on the
Swyncombe bell is unlike any of the well known London four-
teenth century types, and the bell bears no London founder's
marks. Flat mouldings above the inscription band were some-
times used by provincial founders as at Stoke Talmage, Oxford-
shiret, and Disserth, Radnorshirc'. All that can be said with
certainty is that the belt dates {rom the first half of the fourteenth
century and that it is probably the rvork of some provincial bell
fo.under.

Before the middle of the nineteenth century the bells hung
in the church porch. The inventory of 1553 states : First z belles
hanging in the porche.

Illustrations of the lettering and marks on the bells were pub-
lished by H. A. Napier, but the inscription on the ".|esus" bell
was not accurately drawn by him and several of his statements
regarding the bells are incorrect'-. The "Jesus" bell is illustrated
in Fig. 52.

Visited : E.J.M.S., F.S., z6th April, r95z; D.P., F.S.,
zznd Jdy, t952.

1 H. T. Ellacombe, ut sup., Plate IV.
2 H. T. Tilley and H. B. Walters, The Church Bells ol Warwichshire,

r9ro, P. 5.3 See p. 392.a F. Sharpe, ut su,P., p. 27.
5 H. A. Napier, An Historical Notice ol Swyncombe and, Ewelme, 1858,

p. 225.
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290. SYDENHAM.
St. Mary.

A central tower with spire containing a ring of three bells ;
tenor 33 inches in diameter, in Bn ; and a sanctus bell, 13 inches
in diameter.

Bett. Inscription. il!r?;r.
Cwt.Treble. (No inscription.) 4

Second. THOMAS MEARS & SON OF LONDON 5l. FECIT r8ro (Loop border, Fig. Gtt.)
Tenor. LET YOVR HOPE BE XN THE LORD 7

16z5 (Fig. Nr4.)
The treble is probably a medieval casting ; it has fairly

straight sides, a wide spreading rim, tall canons, and no mouldin[
wires. Its strike note has been sharpened by the removal of much
of its lip, probably in an attempt to rais6 it a semi-tone in order
to change the scale of the tuning of the ring from minor to major.

The second is from the Whitechapel foundry ; its tone is very
sonorous compared with the softer ones of the older bells.

The tenor is by Ellis Knight I. Its inscription is formed in
"sheet-metal" type.

The bells hang in a two-tier oak frame : the treble is in the
upper tier. The gear is similar to type A, but with the exception
that the clappers have eighteenth century wooden heads.

The saunce is hung for chiming in the ringing chamber ! It
retains its original elm headstock, drive-in type gudgeons, and
nailed and keyed ironwork. It was cast at the Reading foundry
and bears the date :

r65o.
6 Edw. VI. Item j belles and r sans bell.
Visited : F.S., zznd September, 1934.

291. TACKLEY.
St. Nicholas.

A central tower containing a ring of six bells ; tenor 44 inches
in diameter, in F ; and a sanctus bell, 16 inches in diameter.

Bell.
Treble.

Inscription.
MEARS & STAINBANK, LONDON. I
TACKLEY FOLK GAVE ME 1924. I G.
PERRY-GORE RECTOR. / W. EVETTS
i,v_I_{B..- , / s. F. EVETTS, }
CHURCHWARDENS.
CAST BY JOHN WARNER & SONS
LONDON 1859. I (Royal Arms.) I
PATENT

Cut.Qrs.Lbs.
513

530|Second
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BeIl. InscriPtion. Cwt-Qrs-Lbs.

Third. 168g (Remainder of inscription cltistled 6 z o|
oll.)

Fourth. (Same a.s second.) 7 3 of
Fifth. ROBART STANDARD NATHANIEL ro o ot

BVRDEN C W 1664

Tenor.f COMPTON READ KNIGI{T AND 14 o ot
BARRONET r66q I (Shield,, bearing
quarterly r and 4: a saltive between lour
garbs, lor Reade ; quarterly z and j : a
cross fl,eurie, for Brochet ; and the baclge
ol Ulster in fesse Point.) L

The treble was cast at the Whitechapel {oundry and added to
the ring in tgz4. The second and fourth are by.Messrs. Warner,
and the remainder by Richard Keene.

' The treble has a "Doncaster" pattern head ; the second, third,
and fourth retain their canons, and have been quarter-turned ; the
two largest have lost their canons

The bells hang in a two-tier oak frame : the upper tier was
installed in r9z4 by Mr. Richard White and houses the second bell;
the lower tier dates from the seventeenth century. The gear, type
B, is by Mr. White.

The saunce is hung for chiming in the east window of ther
belfry. It bears the date :

In the Walters' MS.' is ""i3* stating that the saunce was
inscribed :

rfCr5gq
This must refer to the predecessor of the present bel1. Unfor-
tunately Mr. Walters does not state his source of in{ormation.

Visited : C.H.K., F.S., zznd January, 1949.

292. TADMARTON.
St. Nicholas.

A westr:in tower containing a ring of six bellst; tenor 40
inches in diameter, in G ; and a bell-cote on the gable above the
chancel arch containing a sanctus bell, rr inches in diameter.

Bell.
Treble.
Second.

Insqripti.on.
rg47 (Wh'itechapel foundry marh.)

J76t I (Cable moulding all round bell.)
I :-: IOSIAH : CHESTER : IOHN I

HADLAND . CHI]RCH : WARDENS I

MATTHEW: BAGLEY: MADE : MEE

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.
415
430f

1 I am indebted to P. S. Spokes, Esq., Ior the description of the heraldry
:2 Walters' il4S., fol. 286. Society of Antiquaries Library.
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Photo Harris Morgan, Esq

Fig. 5+. A disused fourteenth century bell at Swyncombe.
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Bell
Third.

Fourth

FiIth

InscripLion.
NEWCOMBE OF- LEICESTER MA-DE
MEE
GOD SAVE KING IAMES t6o7 I
(Loughborough loundry marh.) | RECAST
rg23

HENRY : BAGLEE MADE MEE (Fig.
87.) (Shield., F'ig. Pt4.) @ig. Rtj.) 1637
(Fig. Rrj.) (Fig. 87.) GOD SAVE THE
KING (Border, F'ig. Bto.)
(Vine border all round bell.l) I * COIA,

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.

5ro|

6rro

8oof

II OTenor ot
oAroMYoCALLOro
o SEAVRT O GoD O AL2 O +
ANNODOMINI, 1618 lR(Bell.3)P I
(Royal, Antts ol period, surrounded by a

itr fiZ:: KL,f,!"u,! !i, .to"' "'iP 
t i o n : " DrEv

The treble is by Mears and Stainbank ; the second by Matthew
Bagley II ; tlie third by Newcomben ; the fourth by J. Taylor
and Co.; the fifth by Henry Bagley I;and the tenor by Richard
Purdue.

The treble was added to the ring in 1947. A tablet on the
west wall of the nave is inscribed :

To rsB Qr.onv or Goo

Tsts Tasr-ar Raconos rHE ADDrrroN oF
A TnnaLE Brr-r- ro :rrre Belrncvi ()r' 'rrrrs Csurctr

Enrcrco Blr Hrs Frrrr.rti.v
rm LovtNc axo Gnaterur. MBlronv or'

Lt.eulrNaNt ConrltaNonn
Nrcu JouN Cnossrrv

Royar- Navn
Wno DrBo or WouNos REcETvED

wHrLE rN ColrrrteNp on' H.M.S. GrPsv
zTtu NovrltrER 1939

RrNc our tr:n l)anrNsss or' :rsp LaNo
RrNc rN rss Cunrsr rner rs ro ,Br

The fourth was recast at the Loughborough foundry in tgz3.
The former bell was by Atton, of Buckingham, and, with the
exception of the omission of Fig. H3, its inscription has been ad-
mirably reproduced in facsimile on its successor.

r Illustrated in Irig. rz of H. B. Walters' Chuyclt. Bells oJ lliltshire, ry25,p. 19.
Sic.
See Fig. Rrr
See p. 3ro.
Sic.
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The tenor is similar to bells at Brailes, Warwickshire,l and
Alkerton, Hanborough, Headington and Heyford, Oxfordshire.'z

The ring hangs in a modern cast-iron side-pattern frame. The
treble has gear, type G, by Mr. Richard White, who installed the
new bell in l947 : the others have gear, type B, by Messrs. Day
and Sons, circa rgoo.

The saunce hangs in a medieval bell-cote. It is a modern
"brass-foundry" type casting with no inscription facing north,
east or south ; and, so far as the writer could ascertain, none on the
west side of the bell. It is secured to an older headstock by means
of nailed straps.s

Visited : F.S., rrth April, rg25 ; H.G., V.L., F.S., r4th May,
1947.

293. TAYNTON.
St. John the Evangelist.

A western tower containing a ring of six bellst; tenor 34 inches
in diameter, in Br.

B ell.

Treble

Second.

Third

Fourth.

Fifth.

Tenor.

Inscripti,on

CAST 1937 TO COMMEMORATE THE
coRoNATroN oF KrNG GEORGE VL /T. BOND. IiOT]NDER. BURFORD.
T. BOND FOUNDER. CAST rq7 TO
COMMEMORATE THE CORONATION
OF KING GEORE4 VI.
RECAST re37. TO THE GLORY OF GOD.T. BOND FOUNDER BURFORD. IHARRY. HOUI-TON. / ADMIRAL T. D.
GTLBERT. C.B. / CHURCIIWARDENS.
/ GERALD R. P. PARKINSON. VICAR.
MR. IOHN RVTTER SIDESMAN (Bord.er,
lig. o8.) A18ell.1R t7r7 (Botdir, Fig.
D8.)
ABRA: RVDHALL OF GLOVCESTER
BELLFOVNDER r7r7 (Border, Fig. Dz.)
RECAST te37. TO THE GLORY OF GOD.
T. BOND FOUNDER BURFORD. OXON.
(Lion stantp, Fig. L8, eight ti,mes.)

5+

7*

4

4*

r H. T. Tilley and H. B. Walters, The Church Bells ol Warwichshire.
r9ro, p. 123.

2 See pp. t2, r52, r58 and 165.
3 Or shearbands. See p. 3o6.t Sic.

Applor.
Weight.

Cwt.

3l

3l
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The treble and second were added to the ring in ry37. They
were cast by Thomas Bond, of Burford, who also recast the third
and tenor, and installed a new cast iron side-pattern frame, and
gear, type J.

The fourth and fifth are by Abraham Rudhall I, by whom the
ring was cast in t7r7.

The predecessor of the third, formerly the treble of a ring of
four, was inscribed :r

WHEN WE RING I SWEETLY SING
. (l,^ig.D9.) A (Beil.) R r7t7 @ie. D8.)

The former tenor bore the inscription ;

PROSPERITY TO ALL OVR
IIENEFACToRS (Fis. D8.) A(Bett.)R
t717 (Border, Fi.g. Dr4.)

A local tradition asserts that in the eighteenth century the
tower contained six bells ; and in Kelly's Directory it is stated :

"two bells were lost in rSro when a Gloucester beil{ounCer werlt
bankrupt." This is confirmed by entries in the Rudhall bell cata-
logues. In the r75r edition of these is the entry : "Tayntcn 6
[bells]."; but, in the r83o edition, which iists only complete
rings, Taynton is not mentioned.2

Visited : F.S., znd August, rg48.

294. TETSV/ORTH.

St. Giles.

A western tower containing a ring of six bellst; tenor 29 inches
in diameter, in DD.

Bell. InscriPtion.
Treble.1853/M&S.LONDON

(WhitechaPel f'oundrY mark.)

Second. 1695 lM&S.LONDON.
(Whi,techaPel foundry marh.)

(Same as second.) 3

rToz I M & S. LONDON. 1936. 3
(W hitechapel foundry marh.)

r4

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs
2rz6r936

r936. 232o

Third.

Fourth.

o

I

8

r Notes by the Rev. T. A. Turner, gth June, 1893. Walters MS., f.ol.
288. Society o{ Antiquaries Library.

2 Catalogue ol bells cast by the Rudhalls, ol Glou.cester, t75t; and lbid,
r83o.
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Bell

Fifth.

Tenor

Bell.

Treble.

Second.

Third.

Fourth.

Fifth.
Tenor.

Inscripti,on.

r6q5 / THESE BELLS WERE RECAST
AND RFHUNG / IN re36, / AS THE
GrFT OF MRS. A. E. HUTT, / WIDOW
OF THE LATE CHURCHWARDEN OF
TETSWORTH. / M & s. LONDON.
(Whitechapel loundry warh.)

-::l::--- Ies. Ar.r.rr Cnuncn
WenoBN tZ87 Wrr.r-u. Iloeoarr A
pRrNcrpAL / enNbrecroR TowARDS THE
TnBsr.B Brr-r / treens & sTATNBANK,
FoUNDERS, LoNDoN. 7936. (Whitechapel
loundry mark.)

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.

4 o rr

4 225

A ring of six, cast at the Whitechapel foundry, and hung with
gear, type E, in an oak frame by Mr. Richard White. PoJtions
of the inscriptions on the former bells have been reproduced in
facsimile on the new ones. At the writer's suggestion the date
meCallions were cut out of the old bells and are preserved in the
church.

Details of the former ring of six bells ; tenor 3o$ inches in
diameter, in BD.

Inscription.

WARNER & SONS
INDRY LONDON 1853

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs

J
ITOU

CRESENT 2 7 t2

1695

1695

17o2

r695

-:::--- Ies. Arr-Br Cnuncx Wanorrv
rZ87 Wrr-lr. Hoeoev A pRrNCrpAL
BgNrrecron rowARDS THE TREBLE BELL
(Border, Fig. D8.)

I

3

5

226
o23
223
r17
o14

The treble was by Messrs. Warner ; the second, third and
fifth by Richard Keene ; the fourth by Richard Chandler ; and the
tgnor !1, John Rudhall. The inscription on the tenor proves that
the treble had a predecessor. The treble and tenor had no argents;
the treble was a maiden bell, the second and third had been ."hrr.r-
ened ; the strike-notes of the others had been flattened. Tie
tuning of the tenor had been done in some kind <.,f primitive tunins_
machine,. probably that -invented by Rudhali. According to a"n
otal tradition long prevalent among ringers, this was a simlle ver_
tical lathe rotated by means of a long-revolving shaft to which a
donkey was harnessed.
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The unusual scale of weight5 should be noted. Richard
Keene's bells were abnormally thin and he was obviously experi-
menting in the design of his trebles.l

Details of the former bells were taken as they lay in the
churchyard before being sent to Whitechapel to be recast.

In his Ilislory of the Deanery ol Bicester, the Rev. Canon J.
C. Blomfield gives an account of the family of Pettie, of Stoke
Lyne.2 The last member of this family, Christopher Pettie, had
estates in the parish of Great Milton and his name was formerly
inscribed on the tenor there.2 Canon Blomheld gives the following
quotation from "Delafield's MS. account of Great Milton":"

"This Christopher Pettie left his name on one of the trells in Tetsworth
Church, a lasting memorial of his unthriftiness, Iolly, and extr:tvagance.
For being much adclicted to ringing he carried about with him a set of
silken ropes (as I have heard it often af6rmed) and a. train of idle {ellorvs
for his accommodation of that exercise, till he had rung aivay a good
estate, and dyed very old and extremely reduced at Thame."

Pettie's bell may have been any one of those recast in 1695,
r7o2 or r?87.

On r4th June, 1683, the churchwardens stateC :

"Imprimis Wee prcscnt that our biggest bell is Broken & desire that
the same maybe speedily amenderl.

ffra ffawsett John pzrrker Ch. Wardens.
Md. the New Ch. Wa,rdens did appe;rre at the Visitation the day &

yeare abovesd about 5 o{ the Clock in the afternoon & did desire that
they might have to the {cast o{ the Annunciation oi cur blessed Virgin St.
Mary next to new cast the sd Ilell & to certify thereof rvithin a Week
after."a

Visited : F.S., r5th February, 1936; 26th March, rg4g.

295. TEX/, GREAT.
St. Michael.

A western tower containing a ring of eight bells ; tenor 5r+
inches in diameter, in ED5; and a sanctus bell, 17$ inches in
diameter.

Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.I-bs.
Treble. PROSPERITY TO THE CHURCH OF 6 r 6

ENGLAND (Bord'er, Fig. Dto.)
Second. GOD SAUE THE QIIEEN rTos (Fi'g. D8.) 5 2 22

A : R (Izc'o bells.) (Fig. D8.)

r See pp. 248, z5r and 343.
2 See o. zro.
3 I. C: Blomfield. Deanery ol Bicester, Part VIII .- Buchnell, Cauersfeld and Stohe Lyne, $94, p.
a Oxtord, Diocesan Visitati'on Papers, quoted O.R.S
5 Th'e strike-note of the tenor, and the key-note

ED and D.

A History of Ardley
20.
Vol.

oI the
:ro, rgz8, p. r72.
ring is between
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Photo : Harris Motgan, Esq

Fig. S5. Bucknell. The treble lrell, cast by- Bartholomew- Aitun, 1597, hanging in a medieval oak bell-frame'
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Bell.
Third.

Fourth.

FiIth.

Sixth.

Seventh.

Tenor.

(Scroll border
i,mpressions ol
Cnanr-ns &

Inscrip tion .

Fig.
ciycular

IouN

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs

704D8, and seuen
stenxps, or seals.)
Ruonar,r- rECT

1785 (Medalli<tn.) I @lat moulding all
round bell.)
ABR: RUDHALL CAST THIS PEALI
r7o9 (Fig. Dz.)

* J, BARLOW J: FAULKS & J:
GARDNER C : WARDENS + + W & J :

TAYLOR FOUNDERS r84z 
,

WILLIAM HARTLEY MINISTER 77og
(Fi,s. D8.)
IOI'IN IENENS TFIO : HOARE
CTfURCHWARDENS r7o9 @ig. D8.) I(Scroll border, Fig. D8,' ait iouira bettly '

I.'RANCIS KECK ESQR. BENEFACTOR
t7o9 (Fig. C5.) I gcroll border, Fig. D8.)

739

{) r5o

II 3 4

15ot2

220ro

A ring of eight by Abraham Rudhall I, r7o9, of which the
third and fifth bells have been recast. The third is by Charles
and John Rudhall whose bells are comparatively rare i tf," nftt,
is by Messrs. Taylor, of Oxford. All the belli have lost their
canon.s... They were rehung in a two-tier cast-iron composite ,'H,,
and 'A" pattern frame with new gear, type H, by Messrs. Mears
and Stainbank, in tgz4. The upper tier hbuses thi second, third,
and fifth.

The saunce bears the inscription :

MEAITS ET STAINBANK I.'ECERUNT, /THIS PEAL1 OF EIGHT BELI,S TUNED
AND REHUNG IN AN IRON I'RAME
rg24

The former saunce bore no inscription or marks. The former
fifth rvas inscribed :

PEACE AND (IOOI) NEIGHBOURHOOD r7o9:

- .lh. ring is considered by most campanologists to be one of
the best-toned in the Diocese. North Oxfordshire ringers have
been known to debate at great lengths on the respective"merits of
these bells and the^ring at Adderbury. Of the trvo rings the writer
prefers the one at Great Tew.

Visited : F.S., 4th September, 1926;9th September, r95o.

,Slc.

J. Slielt<rrr, ()Ltltr'tli.rs lor lltt: Ilistrtry ilrd..liltiquitirs.l o.tlortlsl.t,irc,
r8r3, ioi.5(r.
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296. TE\V, LITTLE.

St. J ohn-the-Evangelist.

A north-western tower containing a chime of six bells ; tenor
36 inches in diameter, in A, weighing approximately B cwt.

The fourth bell bears the inscription :

CAST BY JOHN WARNER & SONS
LONDON 1868 I (Royal Arms.) I
PATENT

The other five bells are similarly inscribed but with the excep-
tion that they bear the date :

r869.
The canons of the treble are broken and the bell is badly

cracked in the crown ; the third has a "Doncaster" pattern head;
the others have angular-type canons.

The bells are sounded by means of an "Ellacombe" chiming
manual. They were the gift of the Rev. C. F. Garrett, M.A., first
vicar of the parish.

Visited : W.M.E.S., F.S., gth September, r95o.

297 THAME.

St. Mary.

A central tor,ver containing a ring of eight bells ; tenor 4ztg
inches in diameter, in F#, and a sanctus bell, rB| inches in
diameter.

Bell.
Treble.

Second.

Third.

Fourth.

Fifth.

Sixth.

Seventh.

Tenor.

Inscription.
MEARS & STAINBANK, FOUNDERS,
LONDON. 1876.

(Same as treble.)

(The same.)

(The same.)

(The same.)

(The same.)

(The same.)

MEARS & STAINBANK, FOUNDERS,
LONDON. / REVD. E. B. CORBETT,
VICAR / WILLIAM EDDEN / RICHARD
BERRY I CHURCH WARDENS. I 1876.

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.

407

I

I

I

o

4

4

5

6

?

IO

r3

25

r

I

3

6

r3
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The ring was cast at the Whitechapel foundry in 1876 from
the metal of the former ring. The bells hang in a nineteenth
century oak {rame, and are fitted with gear, type E, part of which
dates from the nineteenth and part from the present century.

The saunce beals no inscription. Judged by its shape and
mouldings it appears to date from the seventeenth century. it
is hung for chiming ai'r'l retains its original elm headstock, drive-in
type gudgeons, ancl nailed ironrvork : it has not been quarter
turiied.

On one of the piers supporting the central tower is a brass
tablet, inscribcd :

" R I- r87{r. 3b maiorem Dei @lorinrn. {n tbe pest 1867, Eicbart {.ee,
Surgeor ot trig otrohln, raigei n tun! bp gubgrriptiox Emounting to f,24o. for
rerasting tre gix olb tetls of tl,)ig Uouse ot praper. g[ p0a[ on eigrt nebbelld,
lung in tre tot00r, txag tirgt rung on gugudt XIf ot tle atote=nametr peur, fllap
6ot tle @tinitp lrlesd er! labe mercp upon EII tle Donord. Amtn!"

The parish of Thame is fortunate in possessing interesting and
valuablc churchwardens' accounts rvhich go back as far as the year
t442, and thror,v much light on the early history of the bells and
their founders. The accouuts wcre transcribed in part by the
Rev. F. G. Lee and somc of the transcriptions included in l.ris

history of the parish.l Otl'rcrs made by Dr. A. D. Tyssen, or his
father, were used by Mr. A. H. Cocks when compiling his book
on the bells of Buckinghamshire2 as, at the time, the original ac-
counts were lost. They u'ere subsequently found and some of the
carly entries publishcC tn thc Berks., Bucks. and Oxon lowrn.al':
othcrs were includcd in Mr. Lupton's Extracts lrom the Accounls
ol the Proctors and Steaards of the Prebendal Church ol the
Blessed Virgin of Tharne.a

The extracts from the accounts givcn below are taken from
thesc four sources.

With a few exceptions the accouats covering the years
t44zt4\6 contain only reccipts for the ringing of the great bell
for "vales", and paymcnts {or minor repairs of which the follow-
ing furnish good examples.

I F. G. Lee, The History of Thatne Church, t883.
2 A. H. Cocks, The Church Bells r,tf Buchinqhamshire, 1897.
3 The Bevhs., Bucks. and Oxon. Journal, Vols. VII-XX.
a H. T-upton, Extracts fron't the Accounts ol the Proctors and Stewards ol

the Prebendal Church of the Blessed Virgin lMary) of Thame, com-
mencing in the Year r5zg, and ending in the Year r64t, And ol the
Clr.urchruardens of Thatne, beginning in the Year t542. 1852,
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r442
For rep'asyo'r of the beliys of tomas Wodgrene . . vjs viijd
Yn expensys of ye same nobul! for a rope to the grete belle

xvjd.
Ffor the makyng of iij bawdryck . . . . viijd.
And anothr tyme {or ye making of a klapur at toma"s smyghtheys

. . . .vjd.
and for Wytheleder . . . . iid.
and for bawdreykys making at dyversetymys . . . . viijd.
for a klapur mal<ing at tomzrs smyghtheys at Wyttsontyde . . . iijs

iiiid.
t 444.

halso {or maky'g of ij brasysse3 to a bell . . . . xviijd.
1447.

Item fcr menrling of the grete bell rvhele . . . . id.
Item for makyng baudrikkes . . . vjd.

7449.
Itenr to kocke haron for me'dyng of ye bellys howr parte . . . vs

vjd.
Item to tomas smyzt for worke of ye yr kerea of ye bellys . . . .ijd.
From an inventory made in 1448 we learn that the church

then possessed a ring of five large bells ; in the tower was another
bell not forming part of the ring ; there were two sacring bellsi
in the chancel ; and in addition the church possessed five hand-
bells, four of which were used as lych bells.u
Itm ii j hand Belles fior s'rvyse of dede pepull.
Itm a lytyll Bell of laton of the gyfit off Agnes Bryghtwell for visitacon

off seke men.
Itm v grete Belles rvt so many clapps honging in the Stepull ofi the said

church.
Itm a lytell Bell for the hy Autr to ryng to Sacring wyth.
Itm a lytell BeIl hongyng in the chauncele by the quere dor {or to ryng

Sacryng.
Itm a Belle hongyng in the saide Stepull for to ryng to holyewat' wyth

Sonda,yes.

The weights of the two largest bells are mentioned in later
accounts, and from these we may calculate their notes and the
sizes of the remaining three in the ring. The five bells were al-
most identical with the five largest in the rings at Bloxhamz and
Christ Church, Oxford.8

Sic.
i.e. "noble": value 6s. 8d.
Brass bearings.
Gear.
Sacring bells were rung during Mass at the Consecration of the Elements
Lych bells were mng before funereal processions,
p. 52.
pg. zz7-284.
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Details of the medieval ring of five bells at Thame.

Bell. Note. Weight.

Treble, or forebell. A, ro
Second. G, 13
Third. F 16
Fourth. E, 20*
Tenor, or great bell. D, 28

Mention is made in r45o of a bellfounder named Thomas
Swadling, of whom nothing further is known. No hint as to
his locality is given, but Mr. Cocks thought he must have been a
local man.

The saunce was rehung in 469, and in 1477 and 1486 there
is mention of the "Judas" bell, a term already noted on page 306,
and of which no explanation can be given.

In the latter half of tire fifteenth century the Wokingham
foundry was owned by one John Michell, of whom Mr. Cocks has
given an interesting account,r and who does not appear to have
been a successful founder. In the year r4B7 the second of the ring
of five was sent to Wokingham to be recast, and an "obligacion"
made with the bellfounder. It was taken down by John Baret ;

on its return to Thame it was fitted with a new headstock by
Henry Slye ; and its supporting ironwork repaircd by Thomas
Ide. The third, fourth and tenor bells were "trussed", or re-
secured to their headstocks. The second bell did not last the year
and a day as stipulated, for in the next year it was again sent to
Wokingham, but no entry appears of paying the bellfounder.
The new bell was not a success. It cracked, and was taken
down before Ascension Day, 495. It was sent to Wokingham
accompanied by trvo men on horseback, but apparently they were
unable, or perhaps unwilling, to do business rvith John Michell or
his successor. Mr. Cocks thought this an indication of the closing
of the medieval foundry at Wokingham,' ancl of the transfer of
the business to William Hasylwood, of Rerading, as the Reading
founders afterwards used some of the Wokingham piant. He
was not awarc that John Michell was succeeded by Faulk Michell,
who carried on the business at Wokingham in a modest way. The
men from Thame probably trieC to get Micheil to recast their bell
free of charge, and on his refusal took it to Reading.

1 A. H. Cocks, zl suf , p. 56.
2 lbid, p. 5p. Mr. Cocks was unaware of thc existence of a foundry at

Wokingham in the following century.
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Photo

Fig. 56. Wendle'uury. Founders'
sixteenth century bell.

Harris Morgan, Esq

marks, lettering and mouldings on
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1487.' Item. sol: le bellemaker in ernyste p. factur: scde campane in festo
visitacois be marie eodem anno . . . . iijs iiijd. ob.

It: sol: Willmo Kyng p. scrip.ra cert : indenturar & ij obligac: int:
nos pr.curatores ecclie & le Bellemaker de Okyngham eod.m die .

iiijd. ob.
It: sol: in expens: ad domu Johis Baret pro Ie letyng downe scde

ca.mpane....iid.
It: sol: ad Ie be.Ilemaker de Okyngham p. le castyng scde campane

de pr.dict , xvjs. viijd.
. It: sol p. cariand: gilqd.* campane apud Okyngham & homward agen
in expens. . . . . iijs. iiijd.

It: sol: henrico Slye p. le stokkyng scde campane . . . . ijs. xd.
It: sol: Thome Ide p, factur: ferrei circa scdam campanam ,

js. viijd.
It: sol: eidem Henrico p. le trussyng uppe tercie campane iiijte

campane & magne campane . . . . iijs. vjd.

r495.
In primis Nicho: Bunse & Thome hyll equitantz Wokyngham

xxd.
Itm. eid.m Nicho & Johi Bunting equitantibus Hendeley sup

Thameseam ....viijd.
Itm. in sumpt Johis: Cokks & Thome Hyll egtant. Redyng ad

Iusionen s.c.de campane introrsu . . . . xijd,.
Itm. sol. Willmo Yong & Petro Powley p. cariag. dte campane ad

villam de.Redyng p. nra pte . xxd.
Itm. in expensis circa suspensionem dte campane div.sis. ho.ib.s . . . .

xijd.
Itm. p. una cort.lula ad id.m opus . . . ijd.
Itm. p. emendac. unius batelle eiusd.m campane & p. clavis

iiijd.
Itm. Willmo Hasylwood de Redyng p. {usione s.c.de campane pon-

derante xiiij C di & j quart.t p.rc. le V vs. Sm. iijli. xiijs ixd. unde p.
parte nra . . xxxvjs. xd. ob.

Item Henrico Sly p. totali labore suo in grosso circa suspencoem
scde campane & emendac. framee cum le trussyng p. me campane . .

iiijs. ijd.
Item in expus. div.sis ho.ib.s laborant.z circa penden.t dte scde

campane....ijd.
Itm. Johi Cathorpp p. iiijor braces ad id.m opus . . . . vijd.
Itm. sol: p. scptur: indentur: & oblig: int dict pcurat: ecclie & Willm:

Hasilwood....ijd..
Some minor repairs were carried out by John Appowell in

r5o3 ; and in t5zz the treble was recast at the London foundry,
having been sent by road to Marlow and from there conveyed by
boat on the River Thames. The bellfounder's name is not men-
tioned.

The frame of the tenor bell was either repaired or renewed
in r53o-3r ; and two bells, were taken down, sent to London, and
exchanged for new ones.

t 1475 lbs.: t3 cwt. r9 lbs.
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r53o. Itm. Payd to the Abbott oI Notley for timber Ior the great
be'll frame . . vjs. vijzl.

Itm. Pd to the belfounder yn pte of payment of xlvij for the
changying of ij Bells with new metall . . xlb. ijs. iijd.

Itm. Pd to the Rynggers rvhen the King passed thro the Towne
Mychelmas ....ijd.

Item. Pd for the Churchmen's costs in London ij times for the change
of the bells . . xiijs. iiijd.
_ -r53r. Itm. Pd. to Thomas Illoxham & Rd. Burford for fynyshing

the frame of the great Bell . . . . xxvjs. viijd.
Itm. Pd to Richd. Nortun of caryage of Tymber to the great Bell

{rame . xxd.

A1 entry in the accounts for 1537 confirms the theory that in
the middle ages those who rang the bells on ceremonial occasions
were in minor orders.
r537.

Item. Paid for a surples for the belman xxzl.

In the year 1538 the gear of the saunce was repaired ; and the
parish entered into an agreement with Thomas Lawrence, a Lon-
don bell{ounder, to recast the "trebull" and "great" bells. After
the disasters of r4B8 it seems strange that the bells were not sent
to the Reading foundry in r53o and 1538. Again the work was
not a success, and on this occasion Lawrence had to pay for his
failure. The parishioners of Thame called in John Whiie of the
Reading foundry. White, and several others, wcre entertanied
one morning at breakfast before the second attempt to recast the
tenor. Lawrence and his friends wcre also invitdd in a friendly
spirit. White appears to have been successful, and the parish their
entered into a further agreement with him to recast thelreble.
r 538.

Item. Pd for mendyng the Sanct Bell . vs.
Item. Pd for makyng of ij Bytles Indented betwene the parifhe &

lawrence belfounder of l<jnd]on . . . ."vijtl.
Item. Pd to Iohn Tylby for goyng to marlow for the fore bell .

vd.
r539.

Item. Recfeivcd] of Thomas lawrence of london bel{ounder and of
his fuerties . . . . viijli.

Item. Pd for a breakfalt made at Willm rvayes {or Mr. White of
Redyng & the men of -london,w[ith] other_of o[ujr neybors for ye znd
rlakyng for the great bell wiche were at chargei upon us before'.
lJ s.

Item. Pd {or an obligacon wfith] a condicion made betwene the
fore{aid mafter rvhite and the pari{he Concernyng the trebull bell . . . .viijd.

We learn from the accounts that the sexton, or bellman, was
paid the yearly sum of one shilting and sixpence for his duties.
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Among other items of interest concerning the ringing of the bells,
mentioned in the accounts, are the following :

"'nir"rn. Paid to the bell man for his wages by the ye[a]r. . xvjd.
I54I.- ' Item. Pd for Ale for rynging when the King's grel came through the
town rd.

"o'ia"*. Pd to Thos. Peres for rynging of the day Betl for the {pace
of one yfea]r . xijd.

Two or more bells were sent to Reading to be recast in 1545 :

on their return they were hung by John Myller
1545. Itm. Pd to John Barber for grinding tooles for the BeII '

":d.- Itm. Pd to Thomas Downe for helping . . .vjd.
Itm. Pd to Symon Synclere for his labore & the Horfe Rydingf to

Redynge to see the cafting of the Bellis : .-.\uid-"It;. P<I for the CoItes of Richd Chylde & Simon Synckler Rydyngs
to Redynge for to see the rveight and cartynge of the Bells, I3y the space
of ij Divs & ii Nyghtts for their Horfes & their selfis . . . . vs, viijd'-Itm. 

Pd-for Ale to them th. helpyd to hieve the sayd Bellis Dorvne
& uppe into the steplc . . .vid.

Itm. Pd to Iohn Myiler for hangying the faid bellis . . . xvjd.
Itm. Pd {or mete and drynke for the {ame Iohn and }ris Sone by

the fpace of ij dayes for his fone for iij <Iayes for hym fel{e.. . . . vd.
Itm. Pd to the Belfoundrys as doth appere by zr ByII indented . . . .

iiijli xiijs. ivd.- Itni. Pd to the Carrter for Carriage of the Bellis . . . . xxvjs. viijd.
For centuries the parishioners of Thame, Iike others through-

out the land, had lavished gifts on their church and had spared
nothing in their endeavours to adorn ancl beautify it. As in
many other parishes considerable sums of money had been ex-
pended in initalling and maintaining the largest and best ring of
bells that could be,procured for the tower. But at last the adverse
effects of the Reformation bcgan to be felt in Thame. We read
that in 1548, only three years after some of the bells had been
recast, the tenor and three small hand bells,' weighing in all z8
cwt. were sold to one Richard Hylton, of London. In order to
save expense the tenor was broken in pieces in the tower, weighed,
packed into two barrels and sent to tondon via Marlow.

1548. Itm. Rec. for ye great be1l & iij litle hand belles {old to
Richaide hylton wayinge xxviijC ll. Aftrc the ratfe] ol xxvjs ye C.
fumma . xxxvj/i viijs.

Itm {or ye brekynge of ye Bell wt in ye ftepull & for ye Cariage to
Mr. Dormers to be weyd . . . . iijs iiijzZ.

t Sic.
2 The hand bells would only weigh a fe',v pounds,
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Itm... for ye Carige of ye lame bell to marlowe. Itm. our expences
. vrJs.

Itm. Ior our Coltes to london fechynge ye money Ior ye fame bell
....vjsviijcl.

Itm. pzLyd fqr ij Barrelles to Cary ye bell when yt was Brokyn
xiiijrl.

Itm. for hoopynge & heddynge ye faid barrelles . . xvjd.
Three years later another large bell, weighing 20* cwt. was

sold to John Appowell, the Buckingham bellfounder. It is
referred to as the "great" bell, and of course would be so as after
the sale of the z8 cwt. bell it was the largest then remaining in
the tower.

r55r. Itm. [Received] for the great Bell lold vnto Iohn Appowell
weyinge xxC. iij quartcls. At xxxiijs ye C. fumma xxxiiijli xjs viijd De
qbz deduct for coftes charges and lo{fes in ye fall of Money, xvijs ixd &
fo remains . . xxxiijli xiijs xjd.

In the early years of the reign of Edward VI, injunctions had
been sent to the parishes that all churches must be kept in repair
and that for this the churchwardens might sell the plate and other
church property

"if great nbed requires, and whereas the parish is very poor, and not
able otherrvise to repair the same."r

And as the late Rev. J. T. Evans so aptly says :
"Here was a fine excuse which many zrn impoverished or miserly or

Puritanical parish seized on to sell the Church Goods."2
He continues :
"As will be seen fiom the follorving, taken Irom Exchequer K.R.

Church Goods 7/165, the churchrvardens of Tliame afford us a merry
illustration of the sort of thing that took place :

'Tame in the countye of Oxon. A certifycath made to the Kynges
MaJestie ald hys honerable counlell by the hoolt part o{ the inLa6y-
tauntes and paryf{hyoners there of suche churche goodcs iuelles plate and
other ornamentes of the fam churche as hath ben fold u,ithin fyve yeres
lait paft by the perfons hereafter namyd.

Firlt 4 chalecys o{ Iilver.
Item z crolfys of filver and gylte.
Item z fote for the grett croffe of {ylver and gylte.
Item z bafyns of Iylver.
Item z fenleres of fylver.
Item z fhypps of fylver.
Item z candelltyckes of fylver.
Item a pax of fylver and gylt.
Item a pyckes of lylver and gylt.
Item the grett bell.
Item the fore bell.3
Item the hangynges o{ the hygti altare of fyne fylk.
Item the hangynges of the fepulcre oI {ylk.
Item a canape that coft 8 /i befydes .ieftmentes and copes.

, J.T.Evans, The Church Plate ol Oxford,shire, rgz9, y

2 lbid.
3 Sic. Probably meant to be "fourth" bell.



422 THE CHURCH BELLS OF OXFORDSHIRE

The fyrft churchwardens that began to fell the feyd churche goodes
were . , Abraham and Henry Cooper.

The next churchewardens Edward Collyns and John HeIter. The
next to theym Rychard Bunce . Spenfer and Wylliam Myn{hare the
rvich thre per{oni have fpoyled all and have left almoft noo thyng for
rvhen the alteres were taken down they caryed awey the ftones by nyght
and they have made none accompte to the paryfhioners by the fpace of
thre yeres and more laft paft. And the chyeff counceller and doer of all
thynges a{oreleyd ys one Iohn Smyth o{ Tame aforfeyd.

Also all the Kynges majeftes trewe and faythfull fubiectes there
thynke that all the feyd goodes iuelles plates and ornaments soo fold
amounted to thre hundred poun<ies and more, the wich was devyded
amongft the per{ons trefore namyd and they threten to punnyflhe your
poore fubiectes and have punnyf{hed them that lpeake of the fam soo that
they ftand in {eare to declare the trewthe therein.' "

Mr. Evans continues :

"Piety and sacrifice to magnify the abiding place of God on earth had
passecl arvay. On the authoritv of lJeylin, we learn, that 'many private
mzln's parlours were hung rvith Altar-cloths, their tables and beds covered
with Copes instcad oI carpets and coverlids, and many made carousing
cups of the sacred Chalices, as once Belshazzar celebrated his drunken
{east in the sanctified vessels of the Temple."

In 1547 and 1549 commissions were appointed to inquire into
the number and Value of Church goods and ornaments throughout
the country and to {orbid their sale or misappropriation ; but
failed substantiaily to achieve these objects. Mr. North has given
us an excellent account of them and of the more successful com-
mission appointeC in rJJz.l The inventories relating to Oxford-
shire, transcribed and edited by Dr. Rose Graham, and published
by the Oxfordshire Record Society, are quoted under the headings
of the parishes. One point rvhich has often been misinterpreted
should be mentioned here. In the 1553 commission the commis-
sioners are instructed :

"to sell or cause to be sold to our use by weight all parcels or pieces
of metall except the mctall o{ grcat bell or saunse bells, in every of the
said churches or chapels."2

In the past it was thought that the intention was to sell all
except the tenor bell and saunce bell in each church ; but many
still possess tu'o, three, four and even five medieval bells, and as
Mr. Wright has so aptly stated, the term "great bell" in this in-
stance probably meant what we should call "steeple" bells.' Both
Mr. North and Mr. Wright quote the following injunction, which
appears later in the 1553 commission :

1 T. North, Tlte Church Bells of Bedf.ordshi.re, 1883, pp. 9-zr.2 Seventh report of the Deputy Keeper of the Public Records, p. 3:r2,
quoterl by T. North, ut sup., p. rS.

3 A. Wright, The Church Bells ol Monmouthshire, ry42, p. gg.
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Phoio Harri,s Morgan, Esq

Fis. sz. Wendleburv. The treble bell of the disused ring of
" tir'."", cast by Iiichard Keene, of Woodstock, 1695.
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- .."that t-hey and everye of them do safely kepe unspoiled, unem-
bosiled, and unsold ali suche bells as do remlyne-in ereiy oI the said
Churches a-nd chapells .and the same to colseive untill oirr pleasur be
therein further knowne."r

With the death of Edward VI in July, 1533 and the accession
of Mary, the conditions were substantialiy altered, but the occas-
ional robbery of church goods still went on. Soon after her ac-
cession Queen Elizabeth I issued this proclamation :

"That some patrons of churches and others who were possessecl of
impropriations, had prevailed with the parson & parishionerd to take or
throw down the bells of churches or chapels & the lead of the same, &to convert the same to their private gain, by which ensued not only the
spoil of the said churches, but even a.-slande-rous desolation of the hbuses
of prayer."z

Therefore it was commanded :
"That no manner of person should from thence{orth take away any

bells or lead off any church or chapel under pain of imprisonment <jurine
I{er Majesty's.p^leasure, & such Iuithcr fine tor the coritempt as shall bE
thought meet."3

After the sale of the bell in r55r before mentioned, there
seems to have becn no further embezzlement of the contents of the
tower of_ St. Mary's, Thame. In 156o we fincl John Appowell
employed to- carry out minor repairs and seven years later he
recast one of the bells :

. I59.o. .Item. payd..!g Jofr" Appowell{ for makynge of certayne iren
about the bells . . ,ijd.

- .1567. - Payd to Iohn Appowell of Buckingham the bellloundre for
caltinge oI the bell . . . . xliiijs. iiijd.

^ Pd.for-makinge the obligacon betrvene the the5 faycl Iohn Appo*,e11
& ye churchemen . . vjd.-

1568. .Item. Pd to Iohn Apporvell for the lalt payment oI the bell....xliiijs.iiijd.
Payde {or the cariinge of the bell to Buckingham & bringinge yt homeagayne xls.

In the year 1623 Ellis Knight I succeeded his father in the
ownership of the Reading foundry. He was an excellent crafts_
man as his work at Magdaien College, Ox{ord, and eisewhere
testifies ; and he was also a good business man. He introcluced
new business methods, one of rvhich was the making of ..stock,,
rings of bells, a principle later developed by thE Gloucester

r T. North, ut $u?., p. 16; A. Wright, ut sup., p. gg.
2 T. North, ut sup., p. rg.
3 lbid. Quoted from Heylyn's History ol the Reform.ation, Vol. IIp. 339'a Mr. Cocks, ut sup., p.

who was probably a
5 Sic.

r7_7, believes that this entry refers to a namesake,
blacksmith living at Thame.
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founders, and of which mention has already been made.l So that
he could easily identify these he placed upon them suitable in-
scriptions : the treble was inscribed :

I AS TREBIL BE GIN
on the second he placed :

I AS SECOND WILL SING
on the third :

I AS THIRD WII-L RING
if there were six in the ring, the fourth was inscribed :

I AS FOVRTH IN MY PLACES
if there were five in the ring, the fourth bore the inscription :

I AS FOVRTH WII,L SOVND
if there were six in the ring the fifth was inscribed :

I AS FIFT WILL SOVND
and on the tenor he placed :

I AS TENAR HVM ALL ROVND.
The bells of St. Mary's, Thame, were exchanged for one of

Ellis Knight's "stock" rings of six in 1627. The tenor was recast
by Richard Keene in 1664; and the ring remained in use until
1876. The bells were examined by the Rev. T. A. Turner on 2oth
March, 1876. From him we learn that the first five were "maiden"
bells ; the treble and {ourth were clean castings ; the treble,
second and tenor had high crowns ; the fourth and fifth had flat
crowns ; the crown of the third was capped ; the second and fourth
had square shoulders ; the tenor, according to Turner, was a very
rough casting, much flattened at the lip, and had lost its canons ;

and the two largest each had a piece broken out of its sound-bow
where the clapper struck.'

Details of the former ring of six bells ; tenor 45$ inches in
diameter in E.'

Beil. rnscription. il*;fr.
Cwt.

Treble.
Second.

Third.
Fourth.
I,'ifth
Tenor. t

X AS TREBLE BEGXN
X AS SECOND WXLL SXNG
X AS THXRD WXLL RXNG
X AS FOVRTH XN MY PLACES
X AS FXFT WXLL SOVND
RICIIARD KEENE CAST ME r66)a

6

8

IO

t2
t7l

'p.zog.z Walters' MS., Society of Antiquaries Library.
3 From ngtes !-y the Rev. T. A. Turner, Mr. A. H. Cocks, W. C. Lukis,

and the Whitechapel foundry records.
a Sio,
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The Cistercian Abbey at Thame, transferred from Oddington
in rr38, and dissolved in 1539, also possessed a heavy ring of five
bells.

At the dissolution of the religious houses the bells of some of
them in Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire were sold at dates
ranging from ciia 1538 to r54o by the commissioners to a certain
.Iohn a Marlowe. Mr. Cocks gives an account of the Buckingham-
ihir. e*r*ples in his book on the bells of that county,' and of
those from the following Oxfordshire houses :

The Late Monaltery of God{to',ve-The bel1es-ix fold to John Marlo<r
f.or \v li xjs iijd.

The Late Nunny of Studeley-The belles-iiij fold to John Marloo,
for xxxiiij li. vs.

The Late Monaltery of Thame. no there wer at Thame v belles.
Belles-ij fold to John A Marloo for xvij li xs.

We have no knowledge of the fate of the remaining three bells
of Thame Abbey.

St. Mary, Thame, visited : F.S., 7th August, 1948'

298. WARBOROUGH.

St. Laurence.

A western tower containing a ring of six bells
inches in diameter, in G.

Bell. Inscription.
Treble. ELLIS AND HE\IRY KNIGHT MADE

MEE 1675.

Second. HENRX KNXGHT MADE MEE ANO
x6x8

Third. 1618. RECAST AND TI{E PEALI
REHUNG, RY SUBSCRIPTION t87r. I
JOHN BAILEY, / LANGFORD WHITE,
7 EDWIN TRIPP, / JOSEPH TUBB, I
COMMITTEE. / JAMES TUBB, / JAMES
SHRUBB, I CHURCHWARDENS. I
MEARS & STAINBANK, FOUNDERS,
LONDON.

Fourth. + SANCTA'z LAVRENTXE'? ORA PRO
NOBXS XH WH HK x6x8

tenor 39-[

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.

420f

500|

533

62o]

1 A. H. Cocks, ut su?., p. 467
2 Sic.

THE CHURCH BELLS O}'OXFORDSHIRE
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. Bell.
Fifth.

Tenor

Bell

Treble

I nscriPtion.
WILLIAM WALLIS (Coin.) IOHN
EMBREE (Coin.) C(Coin.)W (Coin.) SK
'rTor (Coin.)
WILLIANI I{ARI.'ORD WALTER PORTER
C(Fig. Lj.)w I K I E(Fig. Kj.)H t'675.

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.
8oo|

rr o ol

The treble and tenor are by Ellis Knight II and Henry Knight
III ; the second and fourth are by Henry Knight I ; the third is
by Messrs. Mears and Stainbank, and the fifth by Samuel Knight.
The inscriptions on the second and fourth are formed in "sheet-
metal" type : the canons of the fifth are broken.

The rlng hangs in a seventeenth century oak frame originally
made for five bells and having an anti-clockwise rope circle : the
treble pit is an addition. The bells were fitted with elm head-
stocks, strap gudgeons, and self-aligning ball bearings by Mr.
Richard White : the remainder of the gear is by his grandfather,
Alfred White.

According to Dr. A. D. Tyssen, the former third was "broken
and lying on the belfry floor" in 186o : it bore the inscription :'

+ SANCTA MARXA ORA PRO NOBXS
HK x6x8

The tower was rebuilt in the seventeenth century and bears
the date : 1666. The ring was not rehung immediately as in 1673
the churchwardens stated that the bells had been lying in the
churchyard four or five years.' They were not hung a year later :

the exCuse this time being that there was as yet no bellframe.s Dr.
Rawlinson notes : "5 bells" which implies that the treble was
added in 1675.

6 Edw. VI. Item. j great belles with a saunce bell.

Visited : r4th June, 1949.

299. Y/ARDINGTON.
St. Mary Magdalene.

A western tower containing a ring of six bellst; tenor 46f;
inches in diameter, in E.

Inscription.

FEARE (Fis.Vr.) GoD (Fis.
AND (Fi.g. Vz.) HONNOR4 (Fie.
THE (Fig. Vz.) KING (Fig. 72.)
cS I SoYal Arnzs.)

Approx.
Weight.

Czat.
6tV z.)

vz.)
r685

r Tyssen MS., Society of Antiquaries Library
z MS. Oxon, c. r58, foi. 34r.3 lbid, b. 66, fol. ztr.
a Sic.
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Bell.

Second.

Third.

Fourth.

Fifth.

Tenor

Inscription.

Wu COLE & Ro GOODMAN C W J
BRIANT HARTFORDT FECIT T79T

: J : BRIANT HERTFORD FECIT. r795 :

JOHN TAYLOR BELL FOUNDER
OXFORD & LOUGHBOROUGH r84r.

BAGLEY (Fig. Bto.) OF (Fig. Bro.)
CHACOMBI (F;g. Bto.\ MADE (Fig. Bro.)
MEE (Fig. Bro.) t66g (Figs. Bro, Rt j
and B to.)

(Bord.er, Fie. QZ, all round bell.) / IOIIN
(Fis. Vz.) WEBB (Fis. Vz.) AND
(Fig. Vz.) IOHN (Fig. 72.) LANGLEY
(FiS. Vr.) CHVRCH WARDENS (Fig.
Vr.) H(Fzg. Qrl.)B (Fis. Qrs) 168z
(Fi,g. Qt j.)

Approx
Weight

Cwt.

?L

8*

9L

72

r8

The treble is by Henry Bagley II and Matthew Bagley I ; the
second and third are by John Briant ; the fourth is by John
Taylor,_the Afth by Henry Bagley I, and the tenor by- Henry
Bagley II. The canols have been removed from all the bells. ThL
treble has the peculiarity known to campanologists as a ..double
cry." When chimed its strike-note appears to be a trifle flat, but
when rung in full circle it sounds much flatter.

The ring hangs in a cast iron side-pattern frame and is fitted
with gear, type B.

The predecessors of the second, third and fourth were also by
members of the Bagley family, whose bell foundry was situated
in the neighbouring parish of Chacombe. Bagley's bell catalogue
states that his foundry had supplied to :

Worclingtont 6 fbells]."2
Amazed at the writer's request for permission to examine the

bells a former incumbent suspecteC him of planning to rob the
church and telephoned the police.

Visited : F.S., r934-rg5o.

1 Sic.
2 Bagley, H., Catalogue ot' bells cast bo Hnnry Bagley, ry32,
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Photo.: Harris Morgan, Esq

Fig. 58. Wendlebury. The second bell of the disusecl
ring of three, cast try an unknou,n itinerant bell-
Iounder in the lzrtter part of the sixteenth century.
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3OO. WATER EATON.'

The Manor House Chapel.

An open western turret contains one bell, hung for chiming.
The bell has a peg argent, and is fitted with an iron headstock,
lever and counterpoise. When viewed from the ground the bell
appears to have no inscription or band for one, and resembles a
nineteenth century "brass-foundry" casting. The chapel is a

Jacobean building in the local late Gothic style.

Visited : F.S., r6th July, 1952.

,01. V/ATERPERRY.

St. Mary.
A western tower containing two bells, r9! and z3 inches in

diameter, hung for ringing. They are tuned as the treble and
tenor of a ring of three.

The smaller bell was cast at the Bicester foundry ; it bears
the founder's mark, F'ig. P5, in the form of a. border, below which
is the inscription :

THOMAS RIPPINGTON CHURCH WARDEN
E HEMINS FECIT t7 jz (Fig. P5.)

The larger bell was recast at the Whitechapel foundry in
r8n. Its former inscription was then reproduced in Gothic letter-
jng of a type similar to, but not identical with, that on the old
bell. It is now inscribed :

+ av@, i fiig$.ls i c*stng i #T-@,fr,s
iD@fln.@TIbi @@@l,Tfiit I *,@c.gb@p9 ffi@s\b & b@sn &rcg fr,k,
LtOfrD@fr, t873.

The strike note of the bell is E natural, and it weighs 2 cwt.
2 qrs. 24 lbs. Its predecessor was a fourteenth century bell, but
of doubtful origin.'

The smaller bell is fitted r,vith an elm headstock, drive-in
type gudgeons, and brass bearings of early eighteenth century
date ; its ironwork is of the nailed type, and it has a restored
medieval half-wheel which must have belonged to its predecessor.

r A hamlet in the parish of Kidlington.
2 A drawing of part of its inscription on a reduced scale is given in

Parker's Guide to the Arch.itectural Antiqurties in the neighbourhood
ol Oxford, 1845, p. 255. A rubbing of the inscription is in the Tyssen
Collection at the Library of the Society of Antiquaries.
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The gear of the larger bell is by Alfred White, and, with the ex-
ceptiSn that stay, slider, and ground pulley are not included, is

similar to type A.
The oak bell-frame is medieval and embodies many interest-

ing constructional details. It consists o{ short frame-heads, king
po-sts, curved braces, and cills, and transomes connecting the
braces. The braces are morticed to the cills, but instead of being
morticed to the king posts are morticed to the frame heads. Below
and at right angleslo the cills are sub-cills occupying the position
usually taken by the foundation beams. The ldtter are below and
at rigirt angles- to the sub-cills. Frames of this type -generally
have-their braces morticed both to the king-posts and heads, or
to the king posts alone, with or without head-struts.

6 Edw. VI. Itern z litle beLles in the steple-Item a brohen
hande bell.

Visited : F.S., r4th October, 1952.

302. V/ATERSTOCK.

St. Leonard.
A western tower containing a chime of six bells ; tenor 34{

inches in diameter in BD; and a sanctus bell, rz] inches in diam-
eter.

Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs..

Treble. 1664 / 1888. J.H.A. 1 RECAST BY 3 o r
GILLETT & Co CROYDON

Second. f ANO x6x5 lGClr888'_l.HA. / 3 3 3
RECAST BY GILLETT & CO CROYDON

Third. Sanrte (Fig. Et j.) nttb @ig. Erj.) olae 4 o 14' (Shietd, Fig. Ff .) I s (Coin, Fig. 8t.) a I
RECAST BY GILLETT & CO CROYDON

Fourth. CAST BY GILLETT & Co CROYDON / 4 3 15

J.H.A. r888.
Fifth. (Same as fourth.) 6 r 4

Tenor. (The same, but in larger type, ard with ? 3 2r
band ol floral ornament all round bell.)

The chime was cast at the Croydon foundry. The initials
"J.H.A." are those of Canon J. H. Ashhurst, by whose gift the
three old bells were recast and three new ones added. The bells
hang in a pine frame ; they are fitted with elm deadstocks, and
are sounded by means of an "Ellacombe" chiming manual.
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The saunce was cast by John Waylett, an itinerant founder.
It is inscribed :

I W 17z6

The bell retains its original headstock, and some keyed ironwork.
It is fitted with strap gudgeons, and is swung by means of a lever
and counterweight.

The former three bells were hung for ringing. The treble was
by Richard Keene, the second by Henry Knight I, and the tenor
by John Saunders,. circa r55o. Therr inscriptions, which were not
accurately reproduced on the new bclls, were as follows :t
Treble : 1664

Second : HENRX KNXGHT MADE ME x6x5 G C

Tenor : bantte (Fig. Er3.) nicll @ig. Er j.) olae
(Shield, Fig. F7.) I i (Coin, Fig. Qj.) t

The initials on the second are those of Sir George Croke, Kt.,
who was probably either churchwarden or donor.

7 Edw. VI. Itern j great belles and onc litla bell.

Visited : T.A.T., circa r&8.o. F.S., r5th September, rgj4.

)03. \X/ATLINGTON.

St. Leonard.
A western tower containing a ring of cight bells ; tenor 49pL

inches in diameter, in ED.
B ell.

Treble.

Second

Thircl. t

Inscriftion.
MEARS & STAINI]ANI(, FOI]NDERS,
LONDON. / THE CTIARTTY OI.' THE
SISTERS / MARIA COOK, AND
CAROLINE WELTON, / GAVE ME. /
r905.

MEARS & STAINBANK, FOI]NDERS,
LONDON. i TIIE PARISHIONERS I
CAVE ME. / rqo5. / REV: SIDNEY C.
SAI-INDERS, M.A. VICAR. / HENRY
DIXON, M.R.C.S., / WILIAM
wrGGrNS, J.P., t CHT.TRCIfWARDENS

TLIOMAS STONER ESQVIER / SYMONBARTLET T}IOMAS GREGORY
C(Fig. Lj.)W t{(Fig. Kj.)K r66t

Ctot.Qrs.Lbs
60r

6rro

6zof

r lyalters' MS., tol. :o3, Society of Antiquaries Library
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Bell.
Fourth. t

Fifth.t

Sixth. f
Seventh. t

Tenor. f

Inscription.
lerarn @audtsd 6aus @t)id @.ell in 1587
\Cross, l'ig. U9.) I H K
SIXION BARTLET TIIOMAS GREGORY
w(Fis. Ll.)C I H(I'ig. Kj.)K 1663

FEARE GOD x635

THos: IorrNson & Wrln. Crrepr-rN
WenucNs : 1785 (Fig. D8.) C: & IonN
RuoHalr : FouNorns (F,ig. D8, truice.)
IVIEARS & STAINBANK, ITOUNDERS,
LONDON, 1869.

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.
Trot

900f

72

rb

o oi
oI

24 o 7

The treble and second have "Doncaster" pattern heads ; they
were added to the ring in r9o5. In that year the canons wer;
removed from the six olilcr bells, and thc augmcnted ring was

lrgng *,_t], gear, type J, in a wrought iron sicle-pattcrn frame by
Messrs. Webb and Bennett.

From the lidwardian inventorics we learn that in the medieval
ring there lvere four large bells. To these Jeremy E.wstes added
a treblei to make five. On the east wall of the nave south of the
chancel arch is a brass bearing the inscription :

- "fierc [pet! turieU tbt boby otletem @hrftel yetomalnt I tbe etleft foxne
ot iBobert @trfteg late of tl-;tg totutrr?l totl / @Eattyngton tr,!,o fabc pe tretrlt
ryetl !!et lLlset! tnotlt / ir tris Stelpyte Xe 

-uerearer tli tyrii uir- oi
filaq l5t87t"
The brass has been damaged and a small portion incorporating
the end of each line is missing. fhe rvordiug of the misslng por-
tions.of the inscription is taken {rom a trarrscript made by-Dr.
Rawlinson in the scventeenth ccntury.2

The bell given by Ewstes was cast at the Reading foundry by
Henry Knight I, whose son, Ellis I, recast the third ind fourih of
the ring of five in 1635. The third survives as the sixth of the
present ring. The fourth has been recast, and we are indebted
to Dr. Rawlinson for a- transcript oI its inscription. According to
him the bell was inscribed :'

PRAYERS oIT THE LoRD I635
But Rawlinson probably misread the inscription, ancl from our
knowlcdge of Ellis Knight's work w.e should ixpcct it to be :

PITAYIiS YE THE LORD x635
as on bells by him at Magdalen College, and the churches of St.
Aldate and St. Mary Magdalene, Oxford.o

I The present fourth,
2 Rawlinson, R., PayochiaL Collections, p. 334.3 MS. Raal., B4oo, c 69v. Bodleiarr Libraiy,' Oxford

of this I am indebted to Mr. B. J. Eniight.
a See pp. 286, 3oz and 334.

For thc discovery
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The tenor was recast by Henry Knight II in 166o. A. H.
Cocks and W. C. Lukis tell us it was inscribed :1

FEARE GOD HONOVR THE KING 166o

Three years later Knight added a treble to make a ring of six and
recast ihe second of the old ring to form the third of the new one.

The two bells made by Knight in 1663 are now the third and fifth
of the ring of eight ; both bear the names of the churchwardens
and the one added to the ring bears also the name of Thomas
Stonor, probably its donor.

One of Ellis Knight's bells was recast at the Gloucester foun-
dry in r7B5 : it is now the seventh of the ring.

The tenor was recast at the Whitechapel foundry in 1869'

6 Edw. VI. Item in the steple 4 great belles and one litle
bell.

Visited : F.S., zrst August, ry48, zgth Jdy, rg5z.

In Dr. Rawlinson's MS. is the following note on the market
bell :

"The inscription upon the Markett Bell comonly called the

Cross Bell hanging in a wooden turrett upon the Market House on

which strikes the town clock :

THIS BELL BELONGETH TO THE
INHABITANTS OF WATLINGTON I
RALPH WALIS RICHARD GREGORY
1665" 2

At Christmas Common in the parish of Watlington is a chapel-
of-ease dedicated to The Holy Nativity. It possesses an open

central turret containing one hemispherical "bell", or gong, hung
dead, and sounded by means of a tolling hammer. The chapel
was built in r89r.

Visited : F.S., 8th March, 1952.

1 A. H. Cocks, The Church Bells ol Buckinghamsltire, t897, P' r]o' ry.
C. Lukis, 

'An 
Account ol Churih Bells, t857, p. 93. Lukis gives the

inscriptioris on the ring'of six existing in his day, but has not des-

cribed the bells in the corrcct order'
2 MS. Raul., B4oo, c 69v. Bodleian Library. I am indebted to Mr' B'

J. Enright ior the discovery of this quotation.
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P hoto IIttrris llorgun, Es(l

Fig. SS. Wendlebury. The tenor bell of the disused ring
cast at the Reacling founclry in the middle of the six-
teenth century.
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305.- VENDLEBURY.

St. Giles.

A small bell-frame under a pent roof on the western gable of
the nave contains one bell, r3f inches in diameter, hung for chim-
ing. The bell bears no inscription or marks and is said to be
modern.

The western tower was demolished at the end of the nineteenth
century. It once contained a ring of three bells ; tenor 34$ inches
in diameter. The bells now stand on the floor at the west end of
the Church.

Ben. rnscription. iflL";r.
Cwt.

Treble. WILLIAM BASSON DANELL1 HOROD 4*('W 1695

Secorrd. (Cross, Fig.18.) 6 I. Iil t) )lS O A (; Ii 5+
(Fleur-de-iys, upside dozan.) T (C/oss.)
(Fleur-de-lys, upside rLorun.) 1L

Tenor.t lsrc (L'ig. Etj.) te (I;ig. Etj.) ieo 7+
(Fig. Erj.) nisi lShield, F'ig. F7.)

The treblc is by Richard Kcene ; thc second is by an itinerant
founder of 157o-16oo who is also found at Milcombe ; the tenor
was cast at the Reading foundry, probably by John Saunders, in
the middle of the sixteenth century.

The treble is cracked. The initial cross olt the second is
similar to that used by William Watts on the tenor at Chesterton,
circa r5go. Portions 

-oi 
ttre gear of the two largest bells remain.

The second is attached to its original sixteenth century elm head-
stock, which is fitted with drive-in type gudgeons, stock hoops,
and nailed and kelzed ironwork. The headstock has a large
mortice hole at one end where a wooden lever was once fixed for
the purpose of traditional-type chiming. The tenor has lost its
canons and argent, and holes have been drilled in its crown through
which slotted pins were passed to secure it to the headstock. These
pins and their keys remain : they date from the sevcnteenth cen-
tury. The bells are illustrated in Figs. 56-59.

6 Edw. VI. Imprirnis j bells and one sanctus bell.

Visited : F.S., rzth January, ry25, 27th Jlone, rg49.

r Slc
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306. WESTON-ON-THE.GREEN.
St. Mary.

A western tower containing a ring of iive bellst; tenor 35f
inches in diameter, in AD ; and a sanctus bell.

Bell, Inscription. Cat.Qrs.Lbs,
Treble.

Second.

Third.
Fourth.
Tenor.

Bell.
Treble.

Second

Tenor.

MEARS & STAINBANK, FOUNDERS,
LONDON. r87o.
(Same as treble.)
(The same.)

(The same.)

MEARS & STAINBANK, FOUNDERS,
LONDON. / THESE BELLS,
ORIGINALLY THREE, / WERE RECAST
AND REHUNG AT / THE COST OF
TrlE REV. W. J. DRY, VTCAR. IA.D. r87o.

4rro
20

I8
8

6

43
5r
6r
8o

A complete ring from the Whitechapel foundry. The bells
were rehung in a wrough! l.o1 fllme with pits for six bells, early
in the present century by Mr. F. Webb, who removed their canon-s
and supplied new gear, type J. The weights recorded above are
those of the bells before their canons were removed.

The saunce was cast by Messrs. Taylor at the Oxford foundry.
It bears the inscription :

W. & J.TAYLOR (Figure ol Or.) :i834
The following particulars of the former ring of three bells are

derived from the Whitechapel foundry records.
Inscription.

FoEqRT @i,g. Hj.) ATTON (Fig. vt.)
MADE (Fig. H3.) ME (Fis. H.1) THD(Fie. V r.) TREBVLET (Fix. H t.\BELr (Fie. Hl.) FOR (Fie. Vt.) iO
(Fig. H j.l BE (Fig. Vt.) r6ti (Figs. Ll ro,
R5, and, Uto.)

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.
8o7

6it fromen Domini
(Figs. V4, I/5, attrl V6.)
6an.te blati oro

flBenebitturn 9 3 s

pro notid t2 r o
The treble was cast at the Buckingham founclry ; the second

yr.. by Richard 4rl]", gf London, ciria r43o; ar,.i the tenor by
John Saunders, of Reading, circa r55o. Drawings of the inscrif"_
tions on these bells are to be found in the Kimbeicoilection at the
Whitechapel foundry.

6 Edw. VI. Item j belles and a saunce bell.
Visited : F.S., zznd December, r9z3,3rd February, 1933.

I Sic
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307 WESTON SOUTH.

St. Laurence.

An open central turret with spirelet above containing one bell,
hung for-chiming. The betl was examined by the Rev. P. G.
Espinasse who states that it is inscribed :

G C 1724

The initials are those of the founder, George Chandler. The bell
has not been quarter-tumed ; it is fitted with an elm headstock,
strap gudgeons and iron lever.

Visited : P.G.E., 3oth October, rg2o; F.S., 26th March,
1949.

]08. Y/ESTVELL.
St. Mary.

An enclosed western turret containing
and z4$ inches in diameter. The smallest is

three bells ; tz!, zzl
the saunce.

The largest bears the inscription :

THOMAS HALL THOMAS PARHAM
CHURCH WARDENS HENRY BAGLEY
MADE ME r73o

The other bells have no inscriptions or marks.

The writer has not seen these bells, and has derived the fore-
going particulars from the Walters' MS.1 Mr. Walters thought
that the second largest bell might be a medieval casting.

309. \vHEATFIELD.
St. Andrew.

An enclosed western turret containing one bell, r8f inches in
diameter, hung for chiming.

The bell was cast by Ellis Knight I, and is similar to bells at
Balliol College, and elsewhere. It is inscribed in Knight's well
known sheet metal type with the date :

x636

Visited: P.G.E., 4th March, rgzo;F.S., zgth April, r95o.

I Walters' MS., fol. 3o8. Society of Antiquaries Library.
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A western tower with spire containing a ring of six bells ;
tenor 37$ inches diameter, in AD ; and a sanctus belt, 9 inches in
diameter.
Bell. Inscription. Cwt.ers.Lbs.

Treble. MEARS & STAINBANK, FOUNDERS, 4 r q
LONDON. / "PRAISE GOD IN HIS
SANCTUARY" PS.r5o. / EDWARD
ELTON, VICAR. / GEORGE
B-g_sP,_-_l_ qrI{RlES BUSHNELL, tCHURCHWARDENS. r87s.

310.

Second.

Third.

Fourth.

Fifth.

Tenor.

WHEATLEY.

St. Mary.

J. BRIANT HERTFORD. FECIT. 1794 :

JOHN BRIANT HARTFORD.I FECIT.
1794 i

' J: BRIANT HERTFORD : FECIT :
t794 :

: J : BRIANT I-IERTFORD. FECIT.
1794 : GLORIA DEO IN EXCELSIS :

JOHN BRTANT. OF HERTFORD. FECTT.
17s3. / GLORIA DEO IN EXCELSIS
(Four coins.)

o

o

4

5

5

9 o

oI

o]

o]

of

oI

, A ring of five by John Briant, to which a treble was added in
1879, making six. All except the treble have been quarter_turned.
The bells hang in an eighteenth century oak frame, and are htted
with gear, type C.

The saunce is hung- for chiming ; it bears an inscription in
Russian for which see below.

In the minute book of the Parochial Church Council, under
the date, 7th March, rg2r, is the entry :

"The Vicar oresented_to the Council a bell, weighing zo English lbs.,which,had hung titt.3oth June rgig in the berfiy oI ihc ihurcrr 
"i i;"itr;;;(on the banks oI the Northern Dvir:a, r5o mik,s rronr its nrtr*thr i. tli

9:-::,:-:ll :j, .Archanget, North Russial inscrit,etl ,riiii irr"--,"6.j. j*
Kusslan characters):

'Made in the factory of Olovyanishmik at Taroslav,
The bell was the gift of Mr. D. Hancock of C.C.C.. Oxforri.,,::

Visited : F.S., z4th Jdy, ry48.

r Sic.
2 I am indebted to Mr. W. E. Sheldon for this transcript.
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1tt. WHITCHURCH.

St. Mary.

A western tower with spire containing a ring of six bellst;
tenor 35f, irrches in diameter, in AD.

Bell.
Treble.

Second

Third.

Fourth

Fiith.

Tenor

InscriPtion.
RECAST BY GILLETT & JOHNSTON,
CROYDON. rgrz. | (Border, Fig. Mr.) I
CANON H. E. TROTTER, RECTOR. /
CHARLES H. PALMER, I COL. E.
DICKENSON, I CHURCHWARDENS. /
FOUNDED AT LONDON r7go. I r

RECAST BY GILLETT & JOHNSTON,
CROYDON. rgrz. f (Border, Fig. Mr.) I
I AS SECOND WILL RING. / z

RECAST ]]Y GILLETT & JOHNSTON,
CROYDON. rgtz. I (Border, Fig. Mt.)
/ I AS THIRD WILL SING. / 3

RECAST BY GILLETT & JOHNSTON,
CROYDON. tgrz. I (Border, Fig. Mr.)
/ I AS FORTII WILL SOVND. / 4

RECAST RY GII-LETT & JOI-INSTON,
CROYI)ON. t<1r2. f (Border, Fig. Mr.)
/ AS TENOR IfUM THEM ROUND. /
1624. L.W. T.I.. / THIS BELL RECAST
A.l). 1858. / REVD. EDWARD MOORE
M.A. RECTOR. / S

RECAST BY GILLETT & JOHNSTON,
CROYDON. rgtz. f (Border, Fig. Mt.)
/ LAUS DEO : D: D: E:J:BLYTH: 1878.
l6

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs
236

308

3 20

4 t r1

52rO

A complete ring from the Croydon foundry. The bells hang
in a cast iron side-pattern Irame and are fitted with gear, type G.

Before the year r87B their were flve bells in the ring ; the
tenor of these being 34f inches in diameter. They were examined
by the Rev. T. A. Turner rvhose notes are now in the Walters'
MS., at the Library of The Society of Antiquaries, and from
which the following account has been taken.

Particulars of the former ring of five bells.

Bell. Inscription.
Treble. JOHN WARNER FOUNDER AT

LONDON r79o

Second. X AS SECOND WXLL RXNG

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.

300f

320|

8o9
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Photo Ilarris Morgan, Esq

Fig. 6o. Bucknell. The treble bel1 of the ring of three, cast
I;y Bartliolomeu, Atton, o{ I3uckingham, 1597.
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Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs,Lbs.
Third. X AS THXRD WXLL SXNG 4 o of

Fourth. X AS FORTH WXLL SOVND 5 o of

Tenor. AS TENOR HUM THEM ROUND t6z4 Z o g
I-.W. T.I.-. / THrS BELL WAS RECAST
A.D. 1858 / REVD. EDWARD MOORE
1\{.A. LECTOR / G. MEARS FOUNDER
LONDON

Of these the second, third and fourth were the remains of a
"stock" ring of five bells cast by Ellis Knight I in 1624. The
treble was recast by J. Warner in t79o, and the tenor by G. Mears
in rB5B.

In r87B Messrs. Mears and Stainbank added a tenor, weigh-
ing 8 cwt. 3 qrs. 25 lbs., which was recast with the others in r9rz.

6 trdw. VI. Item j belles.

Visited : T.A.T., zrst July, fi77 iF.S.,22nd April, rg5o.

312. WHITCHURCH HILL.
St. John.

An open bell-cote under the gable of the south porch contains
one bell, rB inches in diameter, hung for chiming. It has a peg
argent, and is fitted with an iron stock and lever.

The bell bears the inscription :

JOHN WARNER & SONS, FOUNDERS,
LONDON. tgzt- I (Border, Fig. Uj, all
rounrl bell.)

Visited : F.S., 22nd April, r95o.

313. WIDFORD.

St. Oswa,ld.

An open central turret containing one bell, rgt inches in
diameter, cast by Thomas Rudhall, hung for chiming, and in-
scribed :

COME AT MY CALL & SERVE GOor
ALL (Border.) rZZl (Border.)

Visited : F.S., r3th September, t952.

r Sic,
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314. WIGGINTON.

St. Giles.

A western tower containing a ring of three bells ; tenor
inches in diameter, in G ; and a sanctus bell, r38 inches
diameter.

Bell Inscription.
IOHN :-: HALL :-: WILLIAM :-:
WYATT :.: CHVRCH : :-: WARDENS
(Border.) / MATTHEW : BAGLE :

MADE :: MEE : THE : LEADER : OF
: THIS : PEAL : TO : : BE : : T753 i

G. MEARS FOUNDER LONDON t85e.

+ PERPETUIS 
't 

RESONET r,t

CAMPANIS X NA 
'K 

JOHAIS / H. BONI)
& SONS. / FOUNDERS. BURFORD. /
OXON. r8q6.

3e.+
1n

Cat.Qrs.Lbs.
6zo|

z6

IO

Treble.

Second.

Tenor.

7

of

The treble was cast at the Chacombe foundry, the second at
the Whitechapel foundry, and the tenor at the Burford foundry.
The bells are fitted with gear, type B, and hang in a rolled steel
frame. The frame and gear are the work of Messrs. Bond. The
old oak frame was not removed but remains in situ below the new
one.

As Browne Willis noted: "3 bells", early in the eighteenth
century, it follows that the dates on the existing belis are those of
the years in which they were recast.

Several different accounts are found of the inscription on the
former tenor. Writing in the year r8r3 Skelton stated the bell
was inscribed :

+ PER . . TVVTS. ANNTS. RESONAT.
CAMPANA. IOHANNIS.l

Some seven years later Robinson read the inscription as :

PERTUIS HONORIS RESONET
CAMPANA IOHANNE2

And at the end of the nineteenth century Dr,
recorded the inscription :

+ PERTVVIS. HANNIS. RESENET
CAMPANA. IOHANIS.s

Tyssen thus

r J. Skelton, Collections for the History and Antiquities ol Oxfordshire,
r8r3, fol. 56. Bodleian Library, Ox{ord.

, J. !. Robinson, Notes on Oxlordshire Churches, MS. Top. Oxon., b zzo.
Bodleian Library, Oxford.

3 Tyssen MS., 4o, fol. 82, Society of Antiguaries Library.
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From Robinson we leam that the former second was one of
the early products of the Chacombe foundry and bore the inscrip-
tion :/ CYM VOCE IVCVNDISSIMO PRESEQVOR

I63r HBt
The saunce has no inscription or marks: judged by its shape

it dates from the second half of the sixteenth century.
Visited : F.S., r4th April, 1934.

315. WILCOTE.

St. Peter.
An open western turret containing one bell, hung for chiming

and fitted with elm headstock, strap gudgeons and iron lever. It
retains its canons. When viewed through field glasses the follow-
ing inscription could be seen :

J. WARNER & SONS LONDON r8..[?]
The remainder of the date was concealed by the masonry.

The bell probably dates frorn circa r87o.
Visited : W.M.E.S., F.S., zrst April, r95o.

3L6. WITNEY.
St. Mary.

A central torver with spire containing a ring of eight bellst;
tenor 471 inches in diameter, in E ; and a sanctus bell, zo inches
in diameter.

Bell.
Treble.

Second

Inscription.
AUGUSTINE BATT (Fig. D8.) THOS :

SANDERS (Fie.D8.) T(Bell.)R 1765
(Fie. D8.) i RECAST re38 I
(Loughborough loundry rnarh.)

RECAST BY FI. BOND & SON BELL
FOUNDERS / BURFORD, OXON I
1885 / W. FOXI-EY NORRIS RECTOR /
J. HARGOOD I J. STODDART I
CHURCHWARDENS /. 1885 / GLORIA
TIBI I)OMINE / RECAST re38 I
(Loughborough foundry marh.)

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs,

5323

6o15

t J. E. Robinson, zl szrp



THE CHURCH BELLS OF OXFORDSHIRE 445

Bell.
Third.

Fourth

Fi{th.

Sixth.

Seventh

Tenor.

InscriPtion.
MAY THE CHURCH FOR EVER
FLORRISHT 176r (Fig. D8.) lBorder,
Fi.g. D8, aII round bell.) I RECAST 1938

I (Loughbor'ough foundly marh.\

PHILLIP-HORN:ANTHONY
GEEVES : ARTFIER1 - RROOKS :

WII-LIAM - WEARING :-: CHVRCH
- I :-: '. WARDENS : HENRY . BAGLEY
: MADE : MEE : IANVARY : THE :

FIRST :-t J73r

HENRY DORNE MICHAEL DOLLEY
CHIJRCH WARDENS T(Bell.)R t?65
(Border, Fig. D8.)

PROSPERITY TO THIS PARISH &
THE TRADE THEREOF A(Bell.)R ttSS
(Bord.er" Fig. D8.)

WILLIAM TANNER WILLIAM SMITH C
W 166o

(Fig. Lrr.) I ::o rqe Cnuncrr rHE LrvrNG
calr- ANo ro rHE Gnevr I suMMoN ALL.
J. N. LawnrNcr HeNnv SALMoN / Cauncu
WanoBNs. T Moens or Loroox rrcrt
r8r5

Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.
63r9

7 324

72122

Szro:

D

The three smallest bells were cast at the Loughborough
foundry ; the fourth is by Henry Bagley III, the fifth by Thomas
Rudhall, the sixth by Abel Rudhall, the seventh by Richard
Keene, and the tenor by Thomas Mears II. The treble, second
and third were cast without canons ; the canons have been removed
from the others. At the time the fburth was cast Henry Bagley's
foundry was situated in Witney. In his catalogue, published in
1732, he stated that he had cast two bells for Witney parish church
and that these were the treble and tenor. As he made the present
fourth in r73r it follows, that there were then five bells in the ring :

Treble : by H. Bagley, r73r.
Second : the predecessor of the present fifth.
Third : the predecessor of the present sixth.
Fourth : by R. Keene, 166o.

Tenor : by H. Bagley. (Recast by Mears, r8r5.)

I Sic.
2 By comparison rvith the others these two beils were cast in a thin scale,

12o24

t6 3 rr
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In a letter dated 3oth January, 1738, written to Thomas
Secker by Browne Willis, it is stated that there were six bells in
the ring.l It follows that one was added between the years rJ3z
and 1738.

Messrs. J. Taylor and Co. rehung the ring with gear, type
H, in a cast-iron side-pattern frame in 1938.

The saunce hangs in a separate oak frame above the other
bells. It is fitted with an elm headstock, drive gudgeons, and
half-wheel. It has lost its canons, and is secured by means of
seventeenth century type keyed ironwork. It has a medieval-
type stirrup-topped clapper, which must have once belonged to its
predecessor, but which now iacl<s a leather lining to its baldrick.
The tone of the bell is poor : it was cast at the Burford foundry by
Edward Neale, and bears the inscription :

NICHOLAS SHORTER (Fig. G8.)
EDWARD MOVLDEN 1679

Visited : F.S., z5th September, 1948.

317 Y/OLVERCOTE

St. Peter.
A western tower containing a ring of six bells ; tenor 34 inches

in diameter, in Ar.
Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.

Treble. MEARS & STAINBANK, FOUNDERS, 2 2 3
LONDON. / A DEO 

- 
AD DEUM IWALTER DMITRI SARGENT, VICAR.

/ JOSEPH CASTLE, HENRY OSBORN
KrNG, I CHURCHWARDENS. / A.D.
rgoo,

WILLIAM BAGLEY MADE ME.E r7o7.

IOHN SMITH IO}IN ROWLANDS
CHURCH WARDENS / MATTI{EW : &
IAMES BAGLEY MADE N{EE :-I J747 :-:

IAMES ROVLAN2 IOSEPII HALL
CHVRCH WARDENS r7o7

t

Second

Third.

Fourth

Fifth.

Tenor.

I

o

3

4

oi

t2

4

<'!

0i

MEARS
LONDON

(Same as f.lth.)

& STAINBANK,
. r88 r.

FOUNDERS, 5

66

3

3

2

I MS., Oxf. dioc. papers, e. 65r, fol. r
2 Sic.

Bodleian Library, Oxforcl
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Photo :

Fig.

llarris Morgan, Esq

6r. Bucknell. Tl.re tenor bell cast lry James I{eene
of Wooclstock, r6z8

a
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The treble, fifth and tenor were cast at the Whitechapel
foundry ; the second and fourth are by William Bagley, and were
probably cast at Chacombe ; the third is by Matthew and James
Bagley, whose bells are rare.

The treble was added to the ring in the year r9oo. The
third and fourth are "maiden" bells, and have ornamental bor-
ders between the words of their inscriptions. The second has been
sharpened by the removal of a portion of its lip ; the strike-notes
of the Whitechapel bells have been flattened. A new wrought-
iron frame and fittings, type C, were installed by Messrs. Webb
and Bennett, in r9oo.

From Dr. Tyssen's notesr we learn that the old ring of five
consisted of the following :

Beu. rnscription. iil'r";r.

Treble.

Second.

Third.

Fourth.

Tenor

(As on the present second, dated t7o7.)
(As on the present third, dated, 1747.)

(As on the Present fourth, dated r7o7.)

H AND WILLIAM BAGLEY MADE MEE
MARCH rTro
IOHN HOWELL EDWARE2 LOCK
CHURCH WARDENS HENRY BAGLEY
MADE MEE MARCH T}{E 22 J742

Visited : A.D.T., circa t16o; F.S., roth January, 1935

3r8. WOODCOTE.

St. Leonrard,.

An open western turret containing one bell, z5$ inches in
diameter, hung for ringing.

Round the shoulder of the bell are a number of narrow
mouldings and above its sound-bow is the inscription :

Jarurs Wrrr,s AroeounNB Frcrr r8or
In a letter written by the late Rev. C. W. O. Jenkyn to Mr.

H. B. Walters, in r9zo, he states : "There is a local tradition that
the bell originally came from South Stoke, the mother church."

6 Edw. VI. Itetn . . . . z belles.
Visited : C.W.O.J., rgzo ; F.S., rgth February, rg4g.

Cwt

3+

4

4t
st

6I

i 3f.* 
,7l4S., Society of Antiquaries Library

THE CHURCH BELLS OF OXFORDSHIRE
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3t9, WOOD GREEN.

The Holy Trinity.

An encloseC western turret contains one small bell, hung for
chiming. It is inaccessible without the erection-of scaffolding, ald
has noi been examined by the writer. The Rev. Canon R. F.
Bale states :

"The one bell at Holy Trinity, Woodgreen, is a small, rather
miserable, tinkler. I have no reaion to suppose it is not the same

bell that was supplied to the church when it was built and conse-
crgted in 1849."

Visited : F.S., z6th JulY, ;g5z.

at.

}20. V/OODEATON.

The Holy Roodi.

A western tower containing a ring of five bells ; tenor 33
inches in diameter in B ; and a sanctus bell, rrf inches in diameter.

Bell.

Treble.

Second.

Third.

Fourth.

Tenor.

In scriptton.

CANTATE DOMINO CANTICVM NOVVM
r68o

PRO REGEA ET ECCLESIA 168o

GOD SAVE THE KING 168o

HENRICVS BAGLEY ME FECIT T68O

BE IT KNOWN TO ALL THAT DO
MEE SEE THAT BAGLEY OIT CHACOMB
MADE MEE 168o

Approx
We'ight

Cwt.

3+

3+

4+

s*
6+

A complete ring from the Chacombe foundry, probably by
the second Henry Bagley. Ali the bells retain their canons. On
the waists of the treble and second are shields bearing the arms
of Nourse.' The bells were given to the church by John Nourse,
of Woodeaton.'

1 A fdsse between two chevrons.
2 Oxfordshire Archaeological Society, Repolt lor the Year tgt7, p. rt6.



In r7r8 Dr. Rawlinson stated :

"The church is handsome ; here are 5 bells given by Mr. Nourse,s
uncle and [they] are so sweet and tunable that they are cjlled the Wood_
eaton Flagalets."r

The bells are richly ornamented. Encircling the treble and
tenor above and below their inscription bands are borders similar
to Fig. Vz. Ornamental word-stops occur on all the bells : on the
treble are_Figs. U6, YZ,Y7, VB and Vg ; on the second, Figs. U6,
V3 and V8 ; on the third and fourth, Figs. V7, V8 and V9 ; on
the tenor, Figs. Vz and VB. The tenor has also flower and plant
ornaments which are not illustrated.
. Th"- rl"g ,r! fitted with gear, type B, and hangs in wrciught
iron "x-braced" frame, installed by the late Frederick White,-of
Appleton.

The saunce bears the date :

1674
It resembles the products of the Woodstock foundry.
6 Edw. VL ltem j small belles.

Visited : F.S., tg25-r952.
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)2t. wooDSTocK.
St. Andrew.

An open western turret contains one bcll, huirg for chiming.
The bell is a small brass foundry-type casting with peg argent
and no moulding wires : when viewed from the churchyard no
inscription can be seen on it. The church was built circa t886.

Visited : F.S., April, rQ5z.

322. V/OODSTOCK.
St. Mary Magdalene.

A western tower containing a ring of
inches in diameter, in Ff ; and a sanctus
diameter.

Bell Inscription.

Treble.

eight bells ; tenor 43
bell, 14 inches in

Approx.
Weight.

Cwt.
WITH }IARI,BORO'S AID TIIE TOWER
BILT2 & TIIE CI{IIRCH REPAIR .'. O:..R:WE,LI.SFECIT

4

r Rawlinson MSS., B. 4oo, F. {oI. 3rd. Bodleian Library, Oxford
2 Sic,
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Bell.

Second

Third.

Fourth

I.ifth.

Sixth

Seventh

Inscription.

WE HERE WERE BROUGHT TO IOIN
IN CONCORD IN HONOUR OF
GEORGE MARQs OF BLANDFORD .. /

ROBERT WELLS
ALDBOURN WILTS FECIT .'. 1785

THE GIFT OF EDWARD ATKINS ESl
166z RECAST APR t7o8 I CANTATE
DOMINO CANTICVM NOVVM I W (Three
bells.)B H(Three bells.)B H .1!4 B
RECAST yPRt r7o8 MILES PARKER
THOMAS MAIOR C W I H(Three bells.)B
\Y (Three bells.)B H * B
MILES PARKER T}IOMAS MAIOR C W
RECAST APR r7o8 I W(Three bells.)B
H(Three bells.)l) H .& B
MILES PARKER TIIOMAS MAIOR C W
RECAST APR tToB / *' WILLIAM
BAGLEY AND HENRY BAGLEY MADE
VS ALL I W (Three bells.)B H(Three
betts.)B H .,$ B
THE GII.-T OF THOMAS SPENCER
BARONET 1666 RECAST APR t7o8 I
\Y (Three bells)B H(lhree bells.)B
H.lrB

Approx
Weight

Cwt.

4L

5t

5i

6*

7t

9L

Tenor. THIS BELL N{ADE NEW APR t7o8 tzl,
BENIAMIN IOI_INSON MAYRE MILES
PARKER / THOMAS MArOR * C w .&
WILLIAM BAGLEY AND HENRY
BAGLEY OF CHALCOMBE / DID VS, FIX OVT OF ITIVE INTO SIX H .rl0 B
I \Y (Three belts.)B H(Thtee Oefr.1S

The treble and second are by Robert Wells II ; the others are
by William and Henry Bagley. In addition the ornaments and
word-stops above mentioned, the devices, Figs. A9, 87, Fr, Frr,
Ql, U0 and Y7-9, occur on Bagleys' bells.

- The ring hangs in an oak frame and has gear type B. The
frame and gear are not now (tgSz) in first rate order, and some
few years ago the tenor crashed out of its bearings during ringing.
Luckily little damage was done by its fall, and no one was huri:
its gear was afterwards renovated.

r Sic
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The inscriptions on the third, seventh and tenor suggest that
there were originally three bells in the ring to which a treble, given
by Edward Atkins, was added in t662, and a tenor, given by Sir
Thomas Spencer, Bart.,1 was added in 1666 to augment the num-
ber to five. As testified by the inscription on the tenor, five bells
were cast into six in April, r7o8. Bagley's bell catalogue states :

"Wood{tock 6 bells. Llis Grace the Duke of Marlboro,ugh gave
tool." 2

Two smaller bells were added in r/85, making a ring of eight.
The saunce bears no inscription or marks ; it has four narrow

mouldings below its shoulder, and has lost its canons. It is hung
for chiming.

The Woodstock foundry, the most important of the Oxford-
shire bell-foundries, was established in or about the year t6z3 bv
James Keene, and continued until the death of Richard Keene in
r704.

Among the Oxford Diocesan Papers in the Bodleian Library
is a letter dated 3oth .January, rn7 lB, to Thomas Secker, Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, from Browne Willis, in which he states :

"When I rvas a yourrgster I loved Bell Ringing & have been in all
ye market tou,n churches fin Oxfordshire] in num]rer 13. What is very
remarkalrle of them, every one o{ them have six bells except Deddington,
rvhere are only 4. There u,ere but z in my time & the other trvo are an
Ad<Iition ; there wzrs a very t:rli spire at Dedrlington the most noted of
all Ox{orclshire & seen the {arthest, this fell down in 1634 as I have re-
marked, the Beils rvere alierulted, I think cast into canon by K. Charles
the martyr's freinds : the torver u,as lregun to be rebuilt but never Iinisht
till a{ter 168o when it was adorned u,ith large pinnacles. Tis seen stiil
a great 'rvay : the Bells in thc market towns .rre encreast3 of late date.
In my time some of these church harl trut 5 : the {amous Rudhall make
six at Charlbury as did Bagley at l|/oodstoch & Banbury. A notable Bell
castfounderr| lived at Burforrl-I paid dear for ar monstrous bell of his
rvhich rvas unhappily purchas'd & trrought to Stratford chapella on the
{a11 of Castlethrupp toNer abt 6 years agoe it being by a Faculty permitted
to be sold-I think his name was NeaI & that there is a remarkable
9pltaph for him in Burford chur:5 ri.hich l am sorry to have mislayd-At
Whitney,o Burlord & Bantpton are high spires-there are good towers at

r A member of his family gave five bells to Yarnton in t6zo.
2 Catalogue ol Bells cast by Henry Bagley, t232, Bodleian Library,

Oxford.
3 Sic.
a Fenny Stratford, Buckingham. A. H. Cocks, ut sup., p. 582.
5 There is a remarkabie epitaph to Elizabeth, wife of Edward Neal, in

Burford Church.
a Sic,
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atl the other ninel market towns espfecially] at Henley as I remember,
where rvere 5 good bells spoilt ab[ou]t 47 yearc agoe in 169z as I have
noted in casting them into six "2

The thirteen Oxfordshire towns to which Willis refe6 were
probably : Adderbury, Bampton, Banbury, Bicester, Burford,
Charlbury, Chipping Norton, Deddington, Henley, Thame, Wat-
lington, Witney and Woodstock.

Adderbury possessed a ring of six before 1789.3

Bampton possessed a ring o{ six in r6zg.a
Banbury : As Willis states that in his day the bells in the ring r.vere

six in number, it follows that the old treble, clated 1752, had a
predecessor, a fact previously unknown to the u,riter.5

Bicester had a ring of six be{ore the year 1714.6

Burford had a ring of six before the year 1635.7

Charlbury : the existing ring rvas installecl in 1716.8

Chipping Norton : Willis' statement proves that there were six bells
in the ring before r8z5.e

Deddington possessed a ring of four at the time Willis wrote.lo
Henley : Willis' statement proves that the ring contzrined live bells

lrclore t6gz.tr
Thame possessed a ring of six bells in t6z7.tz
Watlington : The bells in the ring r.vere augmented to six in number

in 1663.r:
Witney : If Willis' statement and Bagley's catalogue arc correct one

bell must have been added l;etwee:n r73z a:nd r7j7.r1
Woodstock possessed a ring of six irr r7o8.

Visited : F.S., rrth March, 1933.

l Sic. It is difEcult to knorv ri,hich ninc tou'ns:rro meant.
2 MS., Oxf. dioc. papcrs, e. 65r, fol. L llorlleian T,ilrrary, (Jxforrl
3 ()./?.S., Vol. XXVIII., p. r().
a lbid, p. 28.
5 Ibid, p. -tz.
6 Ibitl, p. q(t.
7 lbitl, p.68.
I lbid, p 83.
e I bid, 1': 9r .

r0 O.1?.\., Vol. XXX., p. r rfi.
,, lbid, p. t6t.
r: (J.R..S., Vol. XXXIV, p. .12.5.

t3 Ibid., p. q34.
tt l$itl., p. 1+6.
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327. Y/OODSTOCK.

Blenheim Palace.

In Townsend's tower is a chime of three bells ; comprising
an hour bell, 36 inches in diameter, sounding the strike-note A
natural, and two quarter-bells.

The smaller quarter-bell is zz inches in diameter, and its ap-
proximate strike-note is A flat. It was cast by Messrs. Lester and
Pack, of the Whitechapel foundry and bears the date :

J7 53

Encircling the inscription band is the border, Fig. Urr., which
terminates on both sides of the date with an arrow head stop ; on
the opposite side of the bell an impression of a'man's head has
been inserted in the border.

The larger
the strike-note
the inscription :

q
E

uarter-bell is z6] inches in diameter and sounds
natural. This bell and the hour bell each bear

TIIOMAS MEARS ITOUNDER I.OND()N r84z

The three bells have traditional-type canons ; those of the
smallest are of the tall pattern ; those of the middle bell are of the
rounded pattern. The middle bell has a hemispherical crown.
The two smallest are "maiden" castings ; the strike-note of the
hour bell has been slightly flattened. The bells hang in an oak
frame consisting of heads, main and double-jack braces and cills ;

they are fitted with deadstocks and clock hammers.
These bells replace others instailed in rTro when the Palace

clock was erected. The original hour bell was reputed to weigh
approximately ro cwt., and if so lvould probably have soundeC
the strike-note A flat, to which note the smallest bell was made in
1753. In r\4z the strike-notes and weights of the two largest
appear to have been altered during their passage through the fur-
nace. The present hour bell weighs approximately 8 cwt.

In an open turret on the Palacc roof is a bell 14 inches in
diameter, hung for ringing, and litted with an elm headstock,
drive gudgeons, brass bearings, traditional-type wheel and clap-
per. The bell is a brass foundry casting rvith peg argent dating
from the latter half of the last century : it I'ras no canons, and no
inscription-band ; and bears no inscription or marks.

Visited : F.S., r4tl-r January, 1953.
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Figs. Ur-Ur3. Half-scale iletails of founders' marks and trorrlers. Figs.
t, 4, 5 and 12, Chacombe foundry. Fig. z, Toddington medieval
foundry. Figs. 3, rr and r3, London Ioundries. Figs, 6 and g,
Reading. foundry. - Figs. 7 and 8, Bromsgrove foundry. Fig. ro,
Buckingham foundry.

@

I



456 THE CI{URCII BELLS OF OXFORDSHIRE

Second.

Third.

Fourth.

Fifth.

Tenor

324. \x/ooTToN
St. Mary.

A western tower containing a ring of six bells ; tenor 39 inches
in diameter, in AD ; and a sanctus bell, 16|- inches in diameter.

BeIl. Inscription. Cat.Qrs.Lbs.
Treble. THE PEOPLE OF WOOTTON GAVE ME 4 o rr

IN THE YEAR OF Ot]lt LORD rsz3. I
X{EARS & STAINBANK. I,'OUNDERS.
LONDON. (Whitechapel t'oundry marh.)

PEACE AND GOOD NEIGHROI]RHOOT)
A(Bell.)R t74c; (Border, Fig. Dz.)

Rrcsano Nonnrs. Sr\nrurr- Howe s.
Cnuncrr: WI,RDDNs. E : Ifcr,nus Fecrr.
17 jz. (Fig. P5, tuice.)

R : NORRIS. S : HOWES. C : WARDENS.
E: HEMINS FECIT r73z (Fig. P5, three
times.)

E: II. a732 (Fig. P5, f.fteen tintes.) I
i]EIIOI,D C}I.-IR USES ARE NOT SMALL:
THAT GOD TO PRAISE ASSEMBLIES
CALL.

BENEI)ICTA SIT SANCTA TRINITAS
(Fig. P5, six times.) / RICIIARD
IOHNSON : IOHN SO(JTHAM :

CHURCH:WARDENS Ed. IIEMINS
FECIT. SEPT: 3nd: 1739

The treble was cast at the Whitechapel foundry ; the second is
by Abel Rudhall ; and the others are by Edward Hemins. The
treble was added to the ring in rgz3. All the bells retain their
canons and are hung rvith gear, type B, in an oak frame. The
frame and gear were installed by Mr. Richard White in 1923.

The weights of the four largest belis are taken from a memor-
andum dated 1733. This also contains a rccord of the weight of
the predecessor of thc second bcll, which is stated to be 5 cwt.
o qrs. 6 lbs.l and the weight of thc tenor rccorded there is that
of the former bell.

The saunce is hung for chiming. It was cast at the Gloucester
foundry, and bears thc inscription :

T : Rtll)IIAT,L FOIiNDER r778

Before and after the date are portions of thc border, Fig. D8.

Visited : F.S., r3th March, t927.

43()+

5219

6z27

8r12

ro 3 r41

1 C. C. Ponsonby, The llistory ol lVootton, t947, p.8o.
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325. \X/ORTON, NETHER.

St. James.
A western tower containing two bells, r3 and z4$ inches in

diameter.
The smaller bell is hung for chiming. It was cast by Richard

Keene, and is inscribed :

168rRSK
The larger bell is hung for ringing. It was cast by Thomas

Mears II, and is inscribed with theudate :

followed by a band of the traditional Whitechapel foundry loop
ornament, similpr to Fig. Grr.

With the exception of four strap-bolts the ironwork and other
fittings of the tenor are much older than the bell and must have
belonged to its predecessor The keyed ironwork dates from the
seventeenth century.

Visited : F.S., 25th June, 1933.

Since the date of the writcr's visit he has learned that ampli-
fiers have been installed in the tower by means of which gramo-
phone records of bells are broadcast to the parish.

)26 woRToN, ovER.
The Holy Trinity.

The southern torvcr contains two bells, hung for chiming. For
the reasons given below their exact dimensions could not be ascer-
'tained when the writer visited the torver in 1924, but their
diameters are approximately tof, and z3 inches.

The bells bear no inscriptions or marks. The larger has three
narrow mouldings below its shoulcler, and judged by its shape may
be a medieval casting. Thc smallcr is of later date and not unlike
a product of the Woodstock foundry.

The bells hang from two transverse beams situated some 15
feet above the belfry floor. Thcrc is no permanent means of access
to them, and it is impossible to introduce a ladder by means of the
newel staircase leading from the vestry to thc lirst floor. To ex-
amine the bells the r,vriter had to lasso one of the beams and climb
the rope, but when astride thc beam could not reach the lips of
the bells to mcasure thcir diamcters. Since rg24 the writer's
knowledge of the shapc of medieval bells has increased consider-
ab)ly, but he cannot now climb ropcs as in thc past and has not
been able to verify his original notes.



458 THE ClIUR(]II BEI,I-S OIi (-)XI.ORDSI{IRE

The church formerly possessed another bell, which was sold
to defray the cost of purchasing a clock. Among the Oxford
Diocesan papers at the Bodleian Library is an undated certificate
in these terms :

Charles Talbot
To

Churchr.r,ardens of Ovcr \\'orton in the Diocese o{ Oxon.

- ,Whereas by a Certificate under ye hzrnds o{ ye Minister & Church
Wardens of Overu,oltou aforesairl aircl o{ most substanti:rl Parishioners of
yg-s?Tg it clothe plainly appcar that the money arising by the sale of an
old bell uselels {or a long time to ye Parish niay be Better employed in
providing a_Church Clock for ye use oI the parishion".., 

^pptying 
ye

_rg.maiqdgl 91 ttle nlorl.ey (_iI any) to the use o{ Church. We th;r;fo; ye
\\/orshipil Charles Tallrr,t Bachr of La*'s ancl Vic:rr Generzrll do bv the"se
preser)ts empower ye Church \Vardens of Overworton to sell v" .iid old
uselels bell,arrd s'ith ye money anising to provide zL Church Clolk applying
ye remalnder tcl ye use o[ Clrurr.h.

In Witni{s. [etc.] t

Visited : F.S., 24th May, rg24.

Y/ROXTON.

AII Saints.
A western tower containing a ring of five bells ; tenor 37$

inches in diameter, in Ar.

327

Bell

Treble

Second

Thircl

Fourth.

Tenor

Inscription.

CANTATE DOA{INO CANTICVM
NOVVNI 1676

HENRICVS BAGLEY NTE FECIT 1676
(Fis. A j.)
HENTiY *, BAGLEY *r MADE *r N{EE

$ 167o g
sAnrvELL & AT,DTNGTON .S AND *WILLIAI,I .S ELLIS (FiS. Bto.)
CHVRCH WARDENS fi76 (Fig. Bro.)
(Fig. Bro.) THAT *, ALL & MAY *,
CoNIE # AND S NONE fi MAy 6
STAY * AT .$ rroME *, r *, RrNG
.l' To *r SERMON *, wrTH & A /
LVSTY I3OME 1676

Appro*
Weight

Cwt.

4

41

5l

6L

9

r MS., Oxf. Dioc. Papers, c. 455, f. r3z.



A complete ring by Henry Bagley I, but not included in the

catalogue o't U.ttt Jast" by th; Bagleis, published iD 1732' E\--
circlin! the treble and third abovJtheir inscriptions are bands.of
the bo"rder, !-ig. B.ro. Between each word on the second is the
border, Fig. Ri3 ; and on thc treble is anothcr narrow border with
a cable moulding above.

The oak bell-frame dates from the seventeenth century' The
gear is similar to type A, but with the addition of bearings as. in
iype D. On the zird' of January, rQ3l, rvhile the bells were being
rGg the heads of the tenor pit widened under the live load of the
swiiging bells and the tenoi bell crashed dow1. 

- 
Fortunately its

fall ias" broken by the lorver members of the bell-frame and the
bell was unharmed. Some minor repairs were carried out after
this catastrophe, but the frame is not now in first rate condition'

Visited : F.S., zgth July, 1933 ; z3rd January, rg37 i Sth
October, 1952.
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)28. YARNTON.

St. Bartholomew.

A western tower containing a ring of six bells ; tenor 5rf
inches in diameter, in D ; and a sanctus bell.

Bell.

Tretrle.

Second.

Third.

Iiourth.

I n scription

Sn - TI{OMAS - SPENSER - KNIGHT -

AND - BARONET . LORDE - OF'
(Border.) i THIS - MANNIIR - GAVE -
ME - 16zo (Border.\

(Cross, Fig. Cro.) RECAST r853' V.T.V.
(Fie. Crr.) W : TAYLOR OXFORD
FECIT.

(Border, Fig. Ur j, all vound bell.) I Q
l;n THOMAS SPENCER KNXGHT AND
]3ARRONET LORD OF THXS
IWANNOVR / GAVE ME x6zo (Border.)
lf O K (Border.)

lin S THOMAS $ SPENCSER 
S

r(NTGHT S ANI) $ BARONET S LORDE

li oF $ T[]IS $ MANNER

!\ I @order.) (Border.\ GAVE $ ME S

l:.62o (Border.)

Appro,
Weight

Cwt.
-lt4

8+

II

r3
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B ell.

I.ilth. t

I nscrip lion
Approx
lVeight

Cwt
r7Sr - TFIONIAS - SPEN(]ER - I<NIGHT -

ANt) - B,\I{ONET - I,ORDI' . OIi -TIIIS - ILA.NNER - GAVE - I (Borcter.)
ME - r6zo (Ilortler.)

Terror.f (Bortler, Fig. Utj, all rountl btlL.l I St< 21
TIION1AS SI'DNCER I{NXC;IIT ANI-I
BARR(]NET I,OITD O1,' TIIXS NIANNOVR
cAVIi ME xrt;zo Q / IlIi

The second was r(,cast by William Taylor in rB53 : the lctters"V.T.V." stand for "Vaughan lhomas, Vicar.,, flie other bells
date from the scventocnth ccntury and their founders are discussed
below. The treble ard fourth 

-ha'c- 
angular type canons ; the

second has oruamcntccl canoirs ; the tliird hor m"o-uaea canons of
the round shouldered _type ; thc canons of the two largest bells
have bcen removed. oir-the sound-bow of the fourth ar"e several
impressi.ns of coins. The {ourth has bcen both flattened urd
sharpened, and its ton.l qualitics have suffercd in consequence ;the third has bccn flattc,ed in charactcristic Readine ioundrv
style by means of deep chisel cuts extending {or a quaiter of thL
inner circumfercncc of the sou,cl-bowr; the"other fo'ur bells have
had their strikc-.otes iowcred a littte in pitch by means of a tradi-
tional pattern tuning hammer.

The sauncc has no marks or mouldings ; it is primitive in
shapc, a,d is hurrg from its argc,t to an clm headstock, and swuns
by means of a lcvcr. It malz hir"ve originally possessed .nnonrl
Mrs. Stapleton found an cntry in the chulrchwirdcns' accounts for
r,6rr s-tating.that thc "sans"- bell was changed, ancl taken to
Oxfo-rd for tl.rat pu,rpose., Wiiliam yarc was" r.vorking in Oxford
m 16rr," and in Kidlington in 16ro, ancl may havd been the
founder emplolued.

Although the inscriptions on the five oldest berls in the rins
state that they rverc the gift of Sir Thomas Spencer in 16zo it i'i
obvious from a comparison of their design and tuning, anC from
the shape of their -mouldings, canons, leftering, 

"na 
"o.nu,n.r.,1ii

borders, and also from the spelling of their inlcriptions ttral trrlv
are the work of tu,o different bellfounders. The identification o'f
the founder of the third and te,or presents no difficuity : they ai"

1 See pp. rtg antl 254., M1s, .8ry31_Stapleton, Th.ree Oxlordshire parishes, Oxford His. Soc.,Vol XXIV, t893, p. 264.s See untler the. headings 
^: 

Christ Church, St. l\{ar1,_the_Virgin, and TheBodleian Library, Oxford.
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Figs. Vr-Vr3. Irigs. r, z, 3, 7,8, 9 and 13, Chacombe {oundry. Figs.
4, 5 and 6, London medieval foundry. Figs. ro and rz, Reading
foundry. Fig. rr, Salisburl, medieval fouldry.
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of the traditional Reading foundry pattern ; they have the border,
Fig. Ur3 ; their lettering is formed in sheet-metal type, and they
bear the founder's initials "H.K." for Henry Knight I. In the
inscriptions recorded above the difference in the spelling of thc
words: "Spencer," "Knight," "Baronet," "Lord" and "Manor,"
will be noticed. In contrast to tl.re third and tenor, the treble,
Iourth and fifth have several peculiarities. They arc cast in a
thicker scale ; their inscriptions are formed by means of moulding
stamps ; one ornamental border used on them is a vine-pattern
larger than that afterlvards used by James Keene but similar al-
though not identical with it ; anothcr bordcr is similar to but not
identical with that afterwards used by members of the Bagley
family. Who then was the founderuvho uscd thesc stamps and
what wzrs the reason for two different beli founders being employed,
if not at the same time, at any rate rvithin a few months of one
another ? In an endeavour to solve these problems the writer
made a careful examination of the bells, frame and tower. He
found that the frame had originally been made to house a ring of
hve bells with a tenor of smaller dimensions than the present one ;

that the timbers of the tenor pit had been cut away considerably
to allow the bell to slving clear of the frame ; ancl, of even greater
signiflcance, that after thc bells had bccn installed one of the
foundation beams belorv the tenor pit had been removed and the
cill of this pit cut away to allow a targer beil to be hoisted into the
belfry than the frame was originally designed to take. In addi-
tion he found that the two smallest bells were hung from trans-
verse beams mounted above the lower tier of the frame ; and on
the transverse beams a superstructure of oak had been added to
carry the brass bearings in which the gudgeons revolved.
This superstructure, which couid hardly be termed a frame as rt
was completely solid, was found to have been made in two parts :

that in which the second bell hangs having been added to the
earlier portion containing the treble.

Before discussing the reasons for the alterations to the bell-
frame, and the evidence relating to the probable founders of the,
three bells, two important facts should be noted. First, that before
the installation of thc bells arrd gear the torvcr l'rad been entirely
rebuilt at the expense of Sir Thomas Spencer, and that there is no
question of an earlier frame being altered to suit the bells. All
was entirely new and the alteratiors must have been made immecl-
iately after the original installation. Secondly, that on its com-
pletion the tower was provided with a single beil, which later be_
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came the second of the ring. This bell was recast in 1853 but for-
tunately a record of its inscription has been preserved in the note-
book of Alfred White, the bell hanger, who visited the tower in
the eighteen-forties. From him we learn that tl-re bell lvas in-
scribed: q ROI]ERT ATTVN MADE I\,lE T6T8

Robert Atton's foundry was situated at Buckingham ; and a

peculiarity of its owncrs appears to have becn thcir prirctice of call-
ing in contemporary bellfounders to assist in coping with sudden
rushed orders or large jobs. We therefore hnd the Buckingham
foundry plant used by a variety of bellfounders, of lvhich some
examples have becn quoted in discussing the bells of Christ Church
and St. Mary the Virgin, Oxford, and Sandford St. Martin. The
treble, fourth and ltfth bells are in many ways charactcristic of
bells cast by Atton and his contemporaries and also of early bells
by the Keene family i and we know that the Bagley ornaments
were inherited from the Attons. Because of their exceptional size
and the diffrculties of haulage it is extremeiy probable that the
Yarnton bclls rvere cast near the church by a group of itinerant
belifounders. We have already noted examplcs of this at St. Mary-
the-Virgin, Oxford, in t623, and at Christ Church in 1626. The
writer is of the opinion that Robert Atton, assistecl by Humphrey
and James Keenc cast four bells at Ya.rnton in the year 16zo and
that these, with the 1618 bcll, formed the original ring of frve bells
for which the frame was made. Rings of six bells rvere then very
rare, and Sir Thomas may only have rcalised that a ring contain-
ing this numbcr was possible after the fir,e were installed. What-
ever the cause one thing is apparent : the provision of six bells did
not form part of the original design. Sir Thomas may have been
dissatisfied with Atto.n's work ; but it has lasted until today and
bears testimony to the excellence of his craftsmanship : or Atton
and his contemporaries may have journed elsewhere in their
capacity as itinerant bellfounders. We can orrly hazard thtr
reasons. We know that when it was decided to augment the num-
ber of bells in the ring to six by adding a larger tenor, Henry
Knight I of the Reading foundry was called in to carry out the
work. To make room for the additional tenor, cach bell, with the
exception of the treble, had to be moved into the pit of the next
smaller bell ; the second was mounted on the transverse beams be-
side the treble in the additional superstructure before mentioned ;

the third had to be recast so that its strike-note would be a semi-
tone lorver to suit the altered key-note of the ring, and after being
recast was hung in the pit previously occupied by the second ; the
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fourth was hung in the pit where the third formerly swung ; the
old tenor now became the flfth and was housed in the pit formerly
occupied by the fourth ; and the new tenor hung in the pit where
the old tenor had once been, after the framework, foundation
beams, cill and braces had been extensively cut awey in order to
get it in. The cut away portions were not strengthened in any
way.

The work was not entirely satisfactory ; and it is not surpris-
ing to find that the parish had constantly to pay for repairs to the
bells and their gear. Mrs. Bryan Stapleton has given extracts from
the churchwardens' accounts relating to the repair and maintenance
of the bells and of the various interesting occasions on which they
were rung.' No major work was carried out and beyond the re-
casting of the second in rB53 no bells were removed from the frame
which remained unaltered from the seventeenth century until 1934.

In his boyhood the writer frequently staycd at Yarnton Vicar-
age and well remembers the unique bell-Irame with its curious
roping arrangements. In those days the tenor (as now) swung
north-and-south, parallel with the east wall of the tower, but its
wheel was then on the eastern side of the headstock ; the flfth then
swung north-and-south, parallel with the west wall ; the third and
fourth then swung east-and-west ; the third (as now) parallel to
the north wall ; the fourth parallel to the south wall. The ropes
from these four bells formed a "rope circle", if such it could be
called ; one rope fell on each side of the tower but in the awkward
order : 4-5-3-6. The ropes of the treble and second fell in the
centre of the belfry and could not Iorm part of the rope-circle.

In the year rg34 Mr. Richard White was entrusted with the
restoration of these bells ; and, by ingeniously transposing the pits
of the fourth and fifth and moving the tenor wheel to the rvest side
of the headstock, succeeded in obtaining for the first time a rope
circle in the tower. He thus solved a problem which had batrlid
bellhangers for upwards of three hundred years. As the design of
the seventeenth century frame made it impossible to reverse the
pits of the two largest bells, the new rope circle had to be anti-
clockwise in direction. Mr. White supplied and fitted new elm
headstocks, plate gudgeons, and seif-aligning ball-bearings, and
renovated the wheeis, clappers and other gear.

Visited : F.S., rg2r-r953.

t Mrs. Bryan Stapleton, ut sup., pp. 264 tr.
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329, YELFORD.

SS. Nicholas and Swithin.

An open western turret containing two bells, 15| and r7
inches in diameter, hung for chiming.

The writer has viewed the bells from the churchyard. The
turret is inaccessible without ladders, and none could be procured
at the time of his visit.

The bells were examined in the year rg2o by Mr. L. H.
Chambers who states that the smaller was cast at the Burford
{oundry and inscribed :

MADE I;OR : MY LADY LENT : HALL :

16zo : 9$ E(Bell.)N $
and that the larger bell bears the inscription :

RECAST FOR / EDNTUND KYI.'}'IN
LENTHALL / DECR. r8er / F. & S.
WHITE, APPLETON.

The date on the smaller bell is puzzling. Edward Neal's bells
date from 164r to 1685. The date on the Yelford bell may be
intended lor 167o, or have been misread by Mr. Chambers.

The larger bell is probably by Messrs. Warner. A search
through the records of the Whitechapel foundry revealed.that the
bell was not cast there. The bellhangers were Frederick and
Stedman White.

Visited : L.H.C., 5th August, rgzo ; F.5., 1952.

Enrl ol Oxt'ord,shire Parishes and Chapelries
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A GENERAT SURVEY OF

OXFORDSHIRE BELLS

In Volumes I-IV of this work the bells of 297 parish
churches and chapels have been described. An account has been
given of the bells of the Cathedral Church of Christ in Oxford,
and of those in zz Oxford Colleges. Also included in this survey
of the bells of thc county are details of the bells in the Church ot
The Cowley Fathers, the Independent Evangelical Church of St.
John and the chapel of St. Edward's School, Oxford, the Roman
Catholic Church, Banbury, and the secular bells at Rlenheim
Palace, Woodstock, Carfax Tower, The Clarendon Press and The
Bodleian Library, Oxford. A few secular bells are described under
the headings of the parishes in which they hang.

The survey is divided into 3zg sections, arranged alphabeti-
cally under the names of the parishes, but as no beils are des-
cribed in section 244 the number of places visited is 328.

In these are a total of r,423 bells, which may be classified as
follows ;

One ring of twelve bells 12

3 rings of ten bells 30
3r rings of eight bells 248
68 rings of six bclls 4oB
z8 rings of five bells r4o
6 rings of four bells 24

33 rings of three bells gg
18 churches with two bells, hung for ringing 36
4r chimes, containing a total of rr2
Single bells, service bells, clock bells, disused

bells, secular and miscellancous bells 16r
Saunce bells r25
Tubular and hemispherical bells 28

Total r4z3
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Or again, if we classify
following approximate results

Thirteenth century bells

them chronologically, it is with the

Medieval bells (r3oo-r54o)
Transitional bells (r54o-16oo)
Seventeenth century bells
Eighteenth century bells
Nineteenth century bells
Modern bells
Bells of uncertain
Unexamined beils

age
of unknown age'

6

56
26

289
382
414
212

o)

r5

r423Total

The number of pre-Re{ormation bells is therefore 62, a pro-
portion of almost 4i per cent. of the total. This is a lower per-
centage than the average for the English counties whose campan-
ological history has so far been written. In these the average num-
ber of medieval bells is about 6 per cent. of the total.

In Oxfordshire an unusual fetrture is the high proportion of
saunce bells. This is a little under g per cent. of tire total number
of bells described, and a little over 42 per cent. in proportion to
the number of churches.

The largest bell in the county is Great Tom, of Oxford,
which at the time of going to press is in process of being rehung
by Messrs. Mcars and Stainbank. Advantage has been taken of
'the opportunity to weigh the bell and it was found to weigh 6
tons 4| cwt.

The largest ring is that in the cathedral belfry, the only ring
of twelve in the county. The rings of ten are at Magdalen and
New Co1lege, Oxford, and St. Mary, Banbury. The last named
is the only parish church to posscss more than eight.

Christ Church, Oxford, has the largest tcnor bell in the
county. It weighs approximately 3o cwt., and is closely followed
by those at Bloxham and Merton College, z8 cwt., St. Mary-the-
Virgin, Oxford, 27 cwt., Bampton, 25 cwt., and Adderbury and
Watlington, 24 cwt.

Thc oldest bclls in Oxfordshire are the early thirteenth cerr-
tury inscribecl bell at Caversfield, uninscribed beils of the same
period at Kelmscot and Shifford, and latcr thirteenth century bells
at Hampton Gay, St. Clement, Oxford, and Goring-on-Thames.
Interesting examples of fourteenth century bell-founding are found
at Adwell, Alkerton, Ambrosden, Broughton Poggs, Burford, Dor-

I The age of some unexamined bells is knou'n'
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chester, Idbury, Newton Purcell, Stoke Talmage and Swyncombe.'
The best-toned medieval bells are those at Burford, Dorchester,
and Christ Church Cathedral. The majority of the medieval bells
in the county came from the foundries at Wokingham, Reading,
Buckingham and London. The Exeter, Gloucesier, Toddington
and Worcester foundries are also represented.

In the seventecnth century most of the bells in the north of
the county came from the foundry of the Bagleys, at Chacombe :

the Keenes, of Woodstock, monopolised the centre ; and the
Knights, of Reading, supplied most of the bells in the south. The
Neales, of Burford (Fig. 8) were active in the west, but did less
work than the others. During thc Commonr,vcalth, Michael Darbie
set up furnaces in Oxford and cast many bells for local churches.

With the cxception of the Raglcys, 'uvho ercctcd temporary
furnaces in sevcrai places in addition to their foundry at Chacombe,
all the above-mcntioned {oundrics had disappearcd by the eigh-
teenth century. Exccpt for Hemins, who for a short time had a
foundry in Bicestcr, the chief eighteenth century founders at work
in the county wcre the Rudhalls, of Gloucester, and the Weilses,
of Aldbournc.

In the first quarter of thc nineteenth century thc Ox{ord
foundry was established by mcmbcrs of the Taylor family, one
of whom afterwards removcd to Loughborougl-r, whcrc he built the
foundry which subsequcntly became rvorld famous. Over r5o
bells have becn made for Oxfordshirc churches by the Taylors.

The equally famous Whitechapel foundry, established in
1575, or a ferv years earlier,'and which is now thc oldest estab-
Iished business of any kind in England, has supplicd over 3oo
bells to churchcs in the county (Figi. 5, 13). Some 5o bells hive
been supplied by the Croydon foundry and a similar number by
the Cripplegatc foundry.

The only bellfoundry in Oxfordshire in reccnt ycars was that
of the Bonds of Burford, cstablished just after the middle of the
last century ancl finally closed on the death of Thomas Bond in
1947.

As stated on page 7 of Volumc I of this work it was originally
intended to conclude rvith a chaptcr giving an account of the bell
foundcrs who suppliccl bells for the county with a fuller account
of the Oxfordshire bcllfounders and thcir work. Owing to lack
of space this has had to bc reduct-'d to a simple list of founders'
names and dates to which a list of thcir bells is addecl ancl will
serve as a srib-indcx. Tl-re bcll founders' namcs, lil<e the parishes,
are arrangecl in alphabetical orcler.

r See Figs. 7, ro, tr, 15, 17, r8, 19,23,24,50,52,51.
2 F. Sharpe, The Clturch Bells ol Radnorshiye, 1947, p.83
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Photo

Iiig

F. M. Undevltill, Esq., F.S.A

62. The late Thomas Rortd's bellfoundry, Witnt:y Strect, Burford,
in r94r



THE FOUNDERS OF OXFORDSHIRE BELLS.
APPOWELL, GEORGE. Founding at Buckingham, r5Z7 ; died

r5?8.r
APPOWELL, JOHN. First mentioned 1552 : owner of the Bucking-

ham foundry ; died t577.2 Cast bells for Bloxham, Emmington, Milcombe,
Mixbury and Thame.

ATTON, BARTI-IOLONIEW. First mentioned at Leiccster, r58z ; in
partnership rvith Robert Newcombe, circct 1585 ; founding at l3uckinghanr,
1589 ; retired circa 1613; died 163o.3 Cast bells for llucknell,a Milcombc,
and Mixbury, and probably also for Christ Church, Oxford, and Croprecly
School. (Figs. 3r,'55 ani 6t-r).

ATTON, IiOBERT. Founding at Bucking'ham, 16o5 ; died 16z8 ;
bells bearing his name cast until r,633.5 Cast bells lor Comlro, Fring{orcl,
Fritivell, H.anborough, Kidlington, Islip, Mixbury, St. I,I:rry-thc-Vlrgin,
Oxfor<l, Shipton-under-Wychlvood, Tadmarton, Weston,on-thc-Grccn zrnd
Yarnton.

BAGLEYS, THE. Messrs. Cocks,G NorthT and Walters8 did much
towards identifying the bellfounder members of this lamily ; trut u,ere
unanimous in stating that they could not hope to solve all fhe prol;1ems.
Cocks and Walters expressed the opinion that the future chronicler of
Oxfordshire could best unravel the tangle. The u,riter's rcse;rrches conlirm
that Mr. Walters' accounts is substantially corrcot, with the cxceptions
that Matthew -Bagley f must be regarded as the secon<l son of Henry I,
and that Matthew III w:Ls the son o{ John, the brother of Ilenry I.

BAGLEY, HENRY I. Born 16o8 ; son of Mattheu' rvho dicrl in
1649, and grandson of lIenry rvlio died in rr6o9j1(l apprent cerl to Atton,
of Buckingham ; established the Chacombe foundry, :r6jr ; retired, circa
1679 ; died 1684. Cast bells for Banbury, Bodicote, Bourton, l)rayton-
St.-Peter, Mollington, Shipton-under-Wychu,ood, Shut{ord, Somerton,
Souldern, Spelsbury, Tadmarton, Wardington, Wigginton and Wrcxton.

BAGLEY, HENRY II. In partnership u'ith his fa.ther, IJenry I,
t674-1679; with his brother, Matthew I, t67g-1687; established the Ecton
foundry, 1687 ; died r7o3. Cast bells for Shennington and Woorleaton.

BAGLEY, HENRY III. Son o{ William. Found.ng at Chacombe
rTor-1746 ; at-.Witney rTro-r74r ; at Northampton t7:r4; at Buckingham
!Z?.r;-at R-eading 1723. In partnership u,ith his father, 17o6-17tz. "Cast
bells -for Alkerton, Ambrosden, Ascott-under-Wyclnvood, Norih Aston,
Steeple Aston, Beckley, Blackbourton, Bur{orrl,' Ch;istleton, Cokcthorpe,
Ewelme, Fulbrook, ()arsington, Godington, Iiampton pdyle, Lleyfrirci
Warren, Hornton, Kirtlington, Langford, louth Leigh, Lervkn"or, X,Iirlclieton
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1A. H. Cocks, The Church Bells ot' Buckinghetnshire, t897, p. 179.2lbitL, p. r7q.
3 lbid, p. tg6.
a See Fig. 6o.
5 A. H. Cocks, zl sup., p. zcto.
6 lbitl, p. zrz.
7 T. North, The Chuyclt.Bells ol Nnrtlram!>tonshire, 1378, 1t. qz.
8 H. T. Tillt:y antl II. B. W:rlters, The Chuyclt Bclls ol lVurtuicltsltire, r;ro,

P. 63.
s Ib,id, p. 66.
ro T. North, ut suf ., p. 42.
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Photo: F. lI. Und,erhill, Esq., I;.5.A

Fig. 63. A corncr of the Bur{ord lre1l{ountlry. In
the {oreground :rre house bells, hand}rel1s, a
moulding box, and strickles o{ a church bell and
;,, clock beil ; in the backgrounrl is the rvall of
the moulcl baking oven.



TI]E CIJURCiI BELLS OF OXFORDSHIRE

Stoney, South Newington, St. Ebbe, Oxford, University College, Oxford,
Shilton, Somerton, Standlake, Stanton-St.-John, Stratton Audley, West-
well, Witney and trVolvercote. (Fig. z6) .

BAGLEY, JAMES. Son of Nlattherv III. Founding in London, rTro;
at Chacombe t?46-?. The rvriter is of the opinion that James helped
Matthew II to reopen the Chacombe Ioundry after the death of Henry
III. Cast belis {or Fifield and Wolvercote.

BAGLEY, MATTIIEW I. Son oI Henry I. In partnership with
Henry 1I at Chacombe, fi7g-r687; established the Ev-e_sham-foqnrlry
1687 I died 169o. Cast bells {or Adderbury, Cropredy, Saiford, Swalciifltr
and Wardington.

BAGLEY, MATTHEW II. Son o{ Wi11iam. Born rToo ; {ounding
at Chacombe 1746-1782;r at Wolverhampton, t748 ; died t785. Cast
trells for Balscote, Banbury, Westcote Barton, Bletchington, Burford,
Charlton-on-Otmoor, Chastleton, Claydon, Coggs, Duns Terv, Enstone,
Heyford-acl-Pontem, Kicltiington, Little Rollright, Stonesfield, Siierfortl,
Tadmarton and Wigginton.

BAGLEY, NIATTHEW IIL Son of John, the brotlier of Ilenry I.
Born at Chacombe 1653 ; Iounding in London r6g3-r7t6. With others,
including his son Mattherv IV, he rvas killed ivhile casting canon at The
Royal Foundry.2

BAGLEY, WILLIAM. Son of Henry I. Born 1663 ; founding in
Northampton, 168r ; at Chaccmtre, fi87-r7tz ; dierJ r7rz. Cast bells for
Cottisford, Cropredy, Great Rollright, Srver{ord and lVolvercote. In part-
nership with his son, Henry III, cast bells for Ducklingtt>n, Eynsh:rn,
Horley, Wolvercote and Woodstock.

IIARTLETT, .TANIES. Orvner of the Whitcchapel Ioundry, 1675-
r7oo.s Cast a bell {or Exetcr College, Oxford.

BARWELL FAMILY. F-ounrJing in Birmingham, r87o to present
day.n Cast bells for l3letchington, Bloxham and Hook Norton.

RIRD, JOIIN. Founding in London circa r4o8-t4t8.s Cast bells {or
Oseney Abtrey. (F-igs. 29, 3o altri 34).

BI-EWS, WILLIAM. Founding in Rirmingham, t85z-r887.6 Cast a
beil {or Bucknell.

BOI-TER, NATHANIEL. Itincrant bellfounder.T In pzrrtnership
rvith Humphrey Keerre czrst a lrell for Sanclfr;rd-St.-X{artin, r629. Tltc
probable {ouncler o{ bells at Rampton.

BOND FAMILY. Ilenry lloncl I founding at Westcote, (]loucester-
shire, r85r ; estatrlishecl Rurlorcl {oundry circa t,9(>r;die<1 t9o5. IIis sons,
Flenry II and Thomas continued the trusittess, arrrl the foundry closed a{ter
the death of Thonras Rorr<I, on l-3th March, 1947. Memlrcrs o{ this {amily
cast or hurr5J bells at Alkerton, Ilurforrl, Chadlirrgton, Cltalgrovo, Charl-
bury, Chastleton, Chipping Norton, Churchill, Iiullrrook, llan*,ell, Idbury,
Minster Lovell, ()rcat Rollright, Rousham, Shenrrington, Shilton, Shipton-
under-Wychr.voorl,'Iaynton, Wiggintorr antl Witney. (F-igs.,6z-67).

A bell by him at Staverton, Northamptonshire, staterl by Mr. North to
be dated t7z6 was founrl by the rvritcr to bear the date 1756.

J.C.L.Stahlschmidt, Tlt.e Chu,rch Rells ol Kent, 1887, p. ror.
F. Sharpe, The Church BeIIs of Radnorshire, ry47, p. 84.
Ibid, p. 8o.
C. Deedes and I{. B. Walters, Tlre Church Bells ol Essex, tgog p, 27.
F. Sharpe, ut sup., p. 8o.
Berhshire Archtzological tournal, Vol. 43, r939, p. 106.
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Photo :

liig. 6a
bel

. F. M. Underhill, Esq., F.S.A.

. The late Thomas Bond, of Burford, the last of the Oxfordshire
lfoun<Iers. In the foreground arc several cope moulding cases'
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BRIANT, JOHN. [.'ounrlirrg at Hertford, t78z-t\z5.t Cast lrells for
,tUdeglrqly. ll:rrrLr_ury,_ ('udrllsJon-, E.prr.ell, {iodington, ilanrvell, lleading-
ton, 

-M.ollington, St. Ebbe, Ox{ord, Brasenose College, Oxford, Wardingto*n
and Wheatley.

- CARTER, JOSItPLI. l;ounding at Reading, 1578;2 owner of the
Whitechapel {ounc1ry, r6o6-r6l<.r.s C;rst bells for-Bro:idwell, Burforcl, Cul-
ham, .Emmington, Hanborough, Hook Norton, Horspath, Iffley, Christ
Church, Oxfortl, St. Giles, OxIord, St. Michael, Ox{ord, Magclalen College,
Oxford, Sand{ord-on-Thames, North Stoke, Stoneslield iinri lackley.

CHAMBERI-AIN, WIILIAM.,_ Founrling in London, circa t4z6-
l45o.a The prolrablc {ounder oI bel1s aut Blzidon, Drayton-St.-Leonard and
Finmere.

CHAPMAN AND NIEARS. Orvners of the Whitechapel foundry, r78r-
1784.5 Cast a bell Ior lJicester.

CHANDLER FANITLY. Richard Chandler I founding at Drayton
Parslow circa r(t-j5-t6-713 ; Antliony, founcling t65o-r67g; Richard' II,
fo-unding, t66z-t6Z_-) ; Richar<l III, {ounding lO7ryr7z3;'(;eorge, founding
168r-i72,6; and 'Ihomas, Iounrling circa t7z3.,t' Members of-this famili
cast bells {rr: Steeple Aston, Becliley, Ricester, Chesterton, Emmington',
Fringford, ()lympton, Kitllington, Launtorr, piddington, .ietsworth"an<i
South Wr,ston. (l iS. S).
_- ..CONYERS, JOItN. l;ounding in IIull, 1616-r63o.z Cast a bell Ior
Mollirrgton.

CORR, WILI-IAI,I ANI) ROBIiRT. l;oundins at Aldbourne. :16or_1724.: Cast bells {or Albury, Blctchington, Cuxh"am, Ewelme, Haseley
and South Stoke.

CORR, OLIVER. Irounclirrg at Aldlrourne, t7z5-t727.,r Cast bellsfor Goring Fleath :rnrl North Stolie.

^ .. CORR, JOHN. lir:uncling at Al(ll)ourne, tTzg-174t.1tj Cast bells for
Culham.

CIILVERI)EN, WfI-I_IA\I. Founding in Lonclon circa t5og-r5zz.tt
Cast lrells for Iir.rrcot. (Fig.2.5)

DANYIILI-, JOIIN. l-ounding in Lon<lon, circu r45o_t47o.12 His
successor, *'lrosc name is unkn.r'n, i:rst a bcll f.r l{ea,li.gi6n. (i'ig. zr1.

DARBIE, l,IICHAliL. Itinerant. Betrveen 1654 and 1657 cist bellsfor. Elslirld. Hr';rrlirrglr:n, IsliP, Stantorr I la'c,trrt iirtl Stant"on-St.-Tohn_
ancl the.lollo\ring clrurt hes rnrl chapels in oxft:rd : ('hrist church (breai
.l 9m.)..- tJr;rsr.,,rsr' ( oll.gc, nlertun.t'ulI,gt., Ne*. (.ollege, eueerr,s College,St. Alrlate's an,l Sl . Pr.lcr in tlre-l.last. "1 I.ig. 4ry1.

1 T. N^orth anrl J. O. I-. -stahlsch,ridt, 
't ht Chuych Bells ol Hertlordshire,

r886, p. 55.: H. B. \\Ialters, 7'h,r: Chuych Iltlls ot' WiLtsttiye, rgzg, p. z/-2.a li. Sharpc, ut sup., p. 83.
4 H. B. \\,'alters, LLt su?., p.275.s F. Sh;rrpc, ut su/>., p. 8-1.

: 4 ry ( or ks, l/ sa7r.. pp. 220-2-15.

I 11 P WiLlters, lltt tliirtl.t tlelii ol Englund, rt)r2, p. -lZ1.8 l{. B. \Valters, 7'he Churclt }}elts oi lViiisltire, !)2<), p. 3o5.s lbid, p. 3o9.to Ibid.
11 C. Deedes and II. B. \\ralters, ut sup., p. 12.12 H. B. \\ralters, zrt sup., p.275.
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I)AWE, WILLIAM. liounding in London, circa t3g3-r4t8'L Cast
bells {or Madaglen College, Oxford. (Fig. +S).

DICKER, THOMAS. Founding in Reading in the lirst hal{ of the
rTth Century.-z May have treen the lounder of a bel1 at Goring Heath'

ELDRIDGE, RICIIARD. Founding at Wokingham, circu a592'
16zz.3 Cast a bell {or Ner.vington.

FARMER, HENRY. Irounding at (,loucester, circa t6oz-t623'a In
partnership with James Keene cast bells for Chesterton'

GILLETT, WILLIAM. The founder of the firm of clockmakers 1844

an<i telliounders t877 at Croydon, rvhich has tracied utrder the_following
titles: Gillett ancl BLan<I, (;'il1eit, Bland & Co., Giliett and Co., Gillett and
Tohr.torr, The Croyclon Bell Foundry Ltd., and (at present 

- 
time)

brt-rErf & JOHN'STON, LTD.5 Giljett & Co., cast belis {or Hethe and
Merton ; Gilleit &Johnston cast be1ls {or Banbury, Bicester, Haseley,
f-aunton and Whiichurch; and Gillett & Johnston, Ltd', cast Lrells Ior
St. Luke, Cowiey, ancl St. Barnabas, Ox{ord. (Figs. 6, zo and 53).

IIASLEWOOD, WILLIAM' Founding at Reading circa t4g4-r5c:8'6
Cast a lrell for Broatlr ell.

HEMINS, EDWARD. I;ounding at Bicester,? t7z8-t743; dieil 17a4.

Cast i,ells Jor'Ambrosden, Arclley, Aston Rowant, Bletchington, Brough-
ton Castle, Caverslield House, 

'St' 
James, Cowiey, Hook Norton, St'

Clement, Ox{ord, All Saints, Oxford, Oriel College, Ox{ord, Piddington,
\V;rterperry zrnd Wootton. (Figs. 48 ir.nd 68).

I{ILLE, RICHARD. I"ounding in London, circa. t4z3; died r44o'8

IIODSON, CI.IRISTOPIIER. Irouoding in London and . St' - Mary
Crav. Kent. r66q-r6ilq ;e in Ox{orcl, 168o. Cast bells for Christ Church,
Corfus Christi and Merton College, Oxford. (Figs. 36, 37, 46 and 47)'

IANA\VAY, THOIIAS. Founding in Chelsea, 1762-t788.1o Cast
Lells-for I3etrson, Ervelme, Iffley arrd llapledurham'

KEENE, HUMPHREY. A "yeoman" living at Caulcot, in the par-
isli o{ I,Ieyford-ad-Pontem, s'ho occasionally_ cast, or assisted in the cast-
ine of belis. In partnership with his son, James, in t626, he assisted.in
.rEti.rg Great Tom ; cast bells at Sandford-St.-l{artin in partn-ership with
Natha"niei Bolter, 16z9; iounding in Durham, 163r ; latest known bell
by him at IsliP, dated 1652.

t Ut sup., p. 272.
r f'. Sharp-e, The Church Bells ol Berkshire, Berkshire Archaeological

Journal, Vol. 46, P. 57.
3 A. D. Tyssen, The ChurcluBells ol Sussex,.r9r5, p.78.
a Bristol and Gloucestershire Archaeological Society's Transuctions,

Vol.34, P.r15.
5 F. Sharpe, The Church Bells ol Radnorshire, 1947, p.8r.
6 A. H. Cocks, ut sup., p. 58.
7 F. Sharpe, The Bicester Bell Foundry, The Bicester Advertiser, rrth

May, r95r.
s C. Deedes and H. B. Walters, ut sup., p. t6.
e H. B. Walters, The Church Bells ol England, rgr2, p.375.
a0 Ibid.



*KE_EI\]E, JAMES. B-aptisect at Ileyford-ad_pontem, 16or ; foundingat Bed{ord rvith Edward Nervcomr;e, t6rg-t6zz; a beil at Ecton, North'-
amptonshire_, stated l;y NIr. Northr tr., l;ezrr fl*: date r6tz and. to tre JamesI(eene's earliest rvorl<, rvas_{.u,d Lry the rvriter to bc d.ted ,619 ; j,,i;i;.may have co,tinued the Becrford foundry ;rfter Nervcombe's rl-eatfir; inpartner.ship rvith IJenry liarnrcr he c;i.st liells f.r chestcrti;n in roz3 .rid
soon :rfter*'arrls estalrlishecl the wooclstock fou,clrv. He rlietl in "r6<,
Cast. Irells for Arriley. ,\sth;rll, Bamlrf6n, Bl;tt_lon, Bl,,xham, g;.],"iil,
Cassington, Churchill, C-lanfield, _C9SSi, Coomlre, Ded<1ington, DucHing-ton, Eyn_sharn, Ijevford \\iarreu, fstip, Xiaaington, Kingsejr, S."tt i"igfi,
|{in11er ,I;3"".11, Oddington, St. Ctemerrt, Ollorct, Stl Martin, O*to?a,5anotor(l-5t. lvlartrn, Shipton_uncler_Wychrvood and Somerton. (Fig. Ot).

KEENE, RI('llARIr. Founrling irr \Voltlstocl< , t(,54_t 7o.3 ; at Roy-ston, Hertfrrr,lshirc, rirrd lLr{)E-rZ(,J: (lir(l r1 \Vrrs151i,,ll{.' iZ.,i. tlr'rtlx,lls Jor A_l]luly, A,rlrrosrlc., Stcr,ple Ast.rr, Ilarsh lJ.lclorr, Steeplc 'l:arton,
Beckley, lJl:rdon, O;rs-;ingto., Cir:rrlto,_.rr_Otmo.r, Ch:rstleton, Chestei_ton,.Clanlicld-,_St. Jarnes, (iou,ley, I)uns Ttu., Enstone, Ilwclme, Eyr"fro_,(iarsington, Ha,lr.rough, I,I.lio,, Kidlington, North Leigh,'M";;;;:South _Ncu,ington, St. Cnrss, C)-xforrl, St. X{artin (CarIax),"Or,f,,ra, Si.Mary }{agrlLlene, c)xIord,. St. rrrichael, oxlorcr, !t. peier-in-ilr"-po.i,
C)-xf.rrl, R.rrshal., S:r,ril.rd_St._Nl;r.rtiu, Sarsrlt,,, St,rr.t.r, i;;;;;;;Storresfielcl, Stratlon Aucllt,y, Tircl<lt,y, .Iets*r;rth, Iham<,, fvui".rt-oJ,\Yr,'ndlcJrrrrl , \\'jlrrt.r', \\'o,,ilr.;rl,,n, \\',,orlst,,r.li arrrj Ncthr.r iVu.f ,,n. if,';g.57).

I(NIGtIT, EI_LIS I. l,l" ,]1 ilerrry I. Irounrling in lteadirlg circat6z j-t658.3 (l:rst lrt,lls for Aclrrell, Ast.n Rrn..,t, [I:iih B.1,lorr, ii.igfri_u'ell Baltln itr, Cltinucr, Crcu t,ll, l)rlrvtcn_S1 ._[-eon:rrrl, Iiu,olnte, (;.;;,IJasel<'1', Iillcr', IpsrJcrr, liings,,1,, I_,,,rikn,,r, l\Ilplerlurliam, f ;.",,t l.iiii.rrl,Ne*'ingto., Clhr.ist Church,,Oiftrrcl, St. Alclatc, Cix{orcl, St. Cross, O;i;;:St. Gilcs, Oxftrrrl, St. l.Iary. X{ag<1alene, OxIord, St M".y til_ti.;;;;Ox{o.1, St. nlichael. ()xfoirl, 5t flro-ur, Orlorrl, f:rifiri C.ii,?g",Oxforrl, ]lagrl rierr ( r,Jlr.ge., ()xlurrl, Ryc,,t,., Shiplrtl<r., n,,iti, ii,,[",S,outh_Stoke, Sto,<enchurcli_ Sy,lt nham, il;.,' U,aflington, Westrvell andWhitchurch. (ttigs. 38 and .iz).
. KNI(;IIT, EI_LIS l, I,-RANCIS anrl IIENRy II. Founding in Read-ing circa 1647-r(;58.a Tltc nanrt,of Irrarrcis occurs onlv in the ycar 1647.Cast bells for I).rcliesl.r, liorest ilill, Stantori_St._1ot , urrd Syi;lr;.,,'

KNI(;Irr, Itt-I-Is II and frIINRy IIr. rr.uncli,g i, Rt,acling rrzr:at67z-16.\.1.i Cast lrells f.r Cux'lL,r, Gre;Lt ltlilt.rr, ,\ll iouls C;il;g?,"O;_{ord, and \Varborough.

476 THIi CII{]RCII BEI,I-S OIr OXITORI)SFIIITD

T. North, ul: sttf ., p. rol . This sttterncnt u.;rs repeatcd by :\. H.Cocks, irt srP., p. 159, antl H. T.'filley ,,..j II. B. Walteis;ul sttf., 1't.5t1. Severrrl;rutjrorities giv,,the-r[;rte r6r2 as the earliest{or Janrcs Kerenc, but this must nol, bt, regarrletl as incorrect.
A. I{. Cocks, ut sttp., p. 16o.
A. If. Cocl<s, ut suf., pt. r2.6.
Ibid., p. rz8.
Ibid., p. r3o.
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Photo: F. M. Underltill, Esq., F.S.A.

Irig. 65. tsurford bell-foundry. The handbell moulding shop, u'ith moultl-
ing trough, moulding boxes, and casting patterns.

ll ,,
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KNIGI'IT, HENRY I. Son o{ Wiliiam II. Founding in Reading, cizca
1587-1622.r Cast bells for Beru'ick Salome, Blackbourton, Chinnoi, Cud-
rlesdon, Dorchester, l)rayton-St.-Leonard, Nervington, Noke, St. Alclate,
Oxford, St. Cross, Oxford, St. Ebbe, Ox{ord, All Saints, Ox{ord, St.
X{ary- 1\{agdalene, Oxford, Pyrton, Rotherfield Greys, Rotherlield Peppard,
Shiplake, Shirburn, Stadhampton, South Stoke, Stokenchurch, - War-
borough, Waterstock, Watlington and Yarnton.

KNIGHT, HENRY II. Founding in Reading circa 165r-1672.2 Cast
beils fol Binsey, Chalgrove, Chinnor, Emmington, Mapledurham, Nerv
College, Oxford, and Watlington.

KNIGHT, HENRY III. Founding in Rcad'ng, circu t67z-t682,
chie.fly in partnership rvith Ellis II.

KNIGHT, SAMIIEL. Founding in Reading circa 168r-r7o9 ; in
I-ondon, rTog-t739.s Cast bells for Kingsey, Mapledurham, Shiplake and
Warborough.

KNIGHT, WILLIAX'I I. Founding in Reading circa r5t3-r535.a
KNIGHT, WILLIAM II. Prcbably son of William I. Founding in

Reading circa t536-i587.5 Cast bells for Chinnor and Rotherfieid Greyi.
LANDEN, ROGER. Founding in \Vokingham circa t448.6 Cast a

bell for Aston Rou'ant.
LESTER, THOMAS. Orvner of the Whitechapel Founilry, London,

t7j8-t752.7 Cast bells for Charlton-on-Otmocr and Cuddesdei.
LESTER AND PACK. Orvners of the Whitechapel Foundry, r75z-

r769.8 Cast bells for Bicester, tsletchington, Berrvicl< Salome, Checkendon,
l-inmere, Shelss,ell and Blenheim Palace, Wooristock.

LEWIS, THOMAS C. Founding in Brixton during the last quarter
of the nineteenth century. Cast bells for Heythrop.

LLEWELLINS AND JAUES. Founding in Bristol circa t85r-tgzz.t
Cast bells for Piddington, and probably the makers of the Great Bourton
bell.

MEARS, CHARLES and GEORGE. Owners of the Whitechaoel
Found_ry, r844-r86r.to Cast bells {or Banbury, Clifton Hampden, Drirrs
Teu', Holwell, Kirtlington and Littlemore.

X,IEARS, GEORGE. Founding at Whitechapel r844-r884. His name
occurs without those of his partners on bells at Ahjescot, Cokethorpe,Isiip, Hardrvick-with-Tusmore; Stoke Row, Stonesfield, Whitchurctr a.^na
Wigginton.

MEARS, GEORGE AND CO. Ou'ners of the Whitechapel Fc.rundry,
186r-1865.rt Cast bells for Adderbury, Barford-St.-John, Steeple Barton,
llenson, Chinnor, Cudclesdon, Frituelt, Nettlebed, iind Swinbfook.

U1
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sup p'r23
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Ibid^
Ibid.
Ibid.
rbid.
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p.
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Ibid., p. 53.
F. Sharpe, The Church Bells ol Radnorshire
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8.1

Ibid.
Ibid., p.
Ibid., p
Ibid.

1947, p.84.
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I{EARS, THOMAS I. Owner of the Whitechapel Foundry r79r-r8o5.r
Cast bells {or Ascott-under-Wychr.vood, Deddington, Duns Terv, Harpsden,
Kidlington, Oddington and Shiplake.

IIEARS, THOMAS AND SON. Owners oI the Whitechapel Foun-
dry r8o5-r8ro.r Cast bells for St. Thomas, Oxford, and Sydenham.

NIEARS, THOMAS II. Owner of the Whitechapel Foundry, r8ro-
.1844,3 founding at Gloucester circa tSzg-r84r.a Cast bells for Steeple
Aston, Brcester, Bodicote, Henley-on-Thames, Lerv, Balliol College, Ox-
Iord, Exeter College, Oxford, Jesus College, Oxford, The Clarendon
Press, Oxford, Stoke Lyne, Witney, Nether Worton, and Blenheim
Palace.

MEARS, \\TILLIAM and THOMAS. Owners of the Whitechapel
Foundry, t787-t7gr.3 Cast bells for Middleton Stoney and Trinity Col-
lege, Oxford.

MEARS AND STAINBANK. The owners of the Whitechapel {oundry
have traded as "Mears and Stainbank" from 1865 to the present day,6 and
have cast bells for 98 churches in Ox{ordshire. (Figs. 5 and 13).

MITCHEL, JOHN. Founding at Wokingham in 1493. Cast bells
{or Henley-on-Thames and Westcote Barton.

NAYLOR, VICKERS AND CO. Founding at Sheffreld, r857-t874.7
Cast bells {or Banbury and Brize Norton.

NEALE, EDWARD. Founding in Burford, 164r-1685 ; died 1695.
Cast bells for Brize Norton, Broadrvell, Fuibrook, St. Edmund Hall,
Oxford, Shifiord, Swinbrook, Witney and Yelford.

NEALE, HENRY. Founding at Somerford Keynes, \liltshire, circa
r6z7-t64t.8 Cast bells for Burford, 1635. (Fig. 8).

NEWCOMBE FAMILY. Founding at Leicester and elsewhere, cizca
r5o6-r6r6.s Cast bells for Claydon, Cropredy, St. Mary-the-Virgin,
OxJord and Tadmarton.

PACI{, THOMAS. Founding at Whitechapel, 175z-t78t.
PACK AND CHAPMAN. Orvners of the Whitechapel foundry, 1776-

r78r.I0 Cast bells {or Banbury, Beckley, Bicester, Crorvmarsh Gifford,
Stokenchurch and Stratton Audley.

PATRICK, ROBERT. Founding in London, circa t78z-r787.t1 Cast
bells for St. Michael, Oxford, and Shiplake.

PIIRDUE, RICHARD. Itinerant. Founding in Oxfordshire 1618-
1624. Cast bells {or Alkerton, Chipping Norton, Hanborough, Heyford
Warren, Headington alrd Tadmarton.

Ut sup., p. 84.
rbid.
Ibid.
Ibid,., p. 8o.
Ibid.., p. 84.

, Ibid.
Ibid., p. 8o.
II. B. Walters, The Church Bells ol Wiltshire, tgz9, p. z9t
H. T. Tilley and H. B. Walters, ut sup., pp. rG-38.

o F. Sharpe, ut suP., p. 84.
I C. Deedes and H. B. Walters, ut sup., p. r3r.

I

3

4

6

8

I
1

1
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RIGBY, ALEXANDER. Itinerant. Cast bells for Benvick Salome,
1692 ; afteru,ards settled at Stamford, Lincolnshire.t

REEVE, NICHOLAS. See pages 240-242.
RUDHALL, ABRAHAM I. First mentioned t6?g ; founding in

Gloucester, r684-1718 ; died r736.2 Cast bells for ChaLllington, CharlSurv.
Ifiley,^Kidlingtol, N91!hmoor, Christ Church, Oxford, 51. Ilarv Magdi_
lene, Oxford, St. Michael, Oxford, St. Peter-in-the-East, Oxford, "St.
Thomas, Oxford, Xlagdalen College, Oxford, Nerv College, Oxforcl,
Taynton and Creat Terr.

RU.PHALL, ABRAHAM II. Founding in Gloucester, r718-r735.;l
Cast belis for Alvescot, R.urford, Chalgrove, Coombe, F'ifield, Girsinlidn,
Horspath, Kingham, Newington, St. Closs, Oxford, St. nlarv-the-Viiein,
Ox{orcl, St.. Thomas-, Qltord, Nerv College, Oxford, euein's CollEge,
Oxford, Shipton-under-Wychrvood, Stanton Harcourt and Stanton-51.-
John.

RIIDHALL, ABEL. Founding in Gloucester, t736-t76o.r Cast bells
for I3egb-roke, Bloxham, Cokethorpe, Idbury, Kirttington, Milcombe,
Monges'ell, Neivnham Courtenay, Christ Church, Oxford, St. X{ichael,
Oxford, St. Peter-in-the-East, Oxford, Keeble College, Oxford, Lincoln
College, Oxtord, Ilagdalen College, Oxford, Witney-and Wootton. (Fig.
4J).

RIIDHALL, THONIAS. Founding in Gloucester, r760-1783.i Cast
be.lls for-_Broadrve1l, Hampton Gay, Haseley, Kelmscot, Kingham, Great
Milton, Northmoor, St. Aldate, Oxford, St. Peter-in-the-Eist, Oxford,
Jrinity College, Ox{ord, Standlake, Stonestreld, Widford, Witney and
Wootton. (Fig. 19. )

^ BUPHA!!, CHARLES AND JOHN. Founding in Gloucester, r783-
1785.6 Cast bells for Great Tei,v aid Watlington.

RUDHALL, JOHN. Founding in Gloucester on his ou,n account
ctrca t785-t,83o ; as manager for Thomas Mears II, circa rSjo-r835.7 Cast
bells for Bloxham, Chastleton, Chipping Norton, Garsingion, Fembroke
College, Oxford, and Tetsrvorth.

RUFFORD, JOHN. -Founding in Toddington, Bedfordshie, circa
_r35_o-r38o.8 Cast bells for Adrvell and Stoke Talmage. The {ormer seconcl
bell at Caverstield may have been by John Rufiord-, or by his predecessor
as is the saunce at Idl,ury. (Figs. i4-and 5o).

SANDERS, RICFIARD. Founding in Bromsgrove, Worcestershire,
circa t7o3-r737.s Cast bells for Su'alcliffe and Srverforcl.

. SAUND!'RS, JOHN. Founding in Reading circa r53g-t55g.1o The
probable maker of bells at Brightwell Baldrvin, Harpsden, Shipton-on_
Chenvell ancl Wendlebury, and former bells at Goring-on-Thame^s, Soul-
dern, Waterstock and \\ieston-on-the-Green. (Fig. 591)

1 T. North, The Chuych Bells ol Lincolnshire, fi82, p.57.
2 F. Sharpe, ut sup., p. Zg.3 Ibid.
a lbid., p. 8o.
5 Ibid,.
6 lbid.
7 Ibid.. ry B Walters, The Church Bells of England. r9rz, p.3gr.e H. B. Walters, The Chuych Frllt'of frorcesteishir"i ,"g3o, p. 3zor0 A. D. Tyssen, The Church Bells oi Sussex, rgra, p.611
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Ph.oto

Fig 66. Bur{ord bell-ft;undry
style tuning ha.mmer.

l;. M. (lnd.t:rh,i,ll , Esq., F.S.A.

Nloulrling striclilcs, or g.ruges, anrl old
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STAINBANK, ROIIERT. Founding in I-ondon, 1865-1884, chiefly
trading as Mears and Stainbank. His name appears on the bell at Wad-
ham College, OxIord.

STURDY, JOHN. Founcling in London circa. r44o-t458.r Cast a
bell for Iloltol.

SANDRE. Founding in Gloucester circa t jzo.) The initial cross on
ri beli at Srvyncombe resembles his. (Figs. 5z and 54).

TAYLOR, ROBERT. Founding in St. Neots, 1786-182r; est.rblished
the Oxford foundry, r8zr, trading as Robert Taylor and Sons. Witliarn
and John Taylor, sons of Robert, were Iouncling in Oxford r8zr-r854.
John, brother oI William l,as {ounding in }luckland Brerver, Devonshire,
1825-1835, arrd he established the famous foundry at Loughborough in
r84o. The Oxford foundry lvas closed in 1854.3

TAYLOR, JOHN AND CO. The owners of the Loughborough
foundry since r84o have };cen John Taylor, r84o-r858, John Wiiiiam
Taylor I, 1858-19o6, John William. Taylor II and Edmund Denison Taylor,
rE;6-r9r9, Edmund I)enison Taylor, tgrg-r947, and Paul Taylor, tg47 to
the present day. Since 1859 the firm has traded as John Taylor and Co.a
Members of the Taylor family cast bells for 66 Oxfordshire parishes. (Figs.
4,22.)

WARNER, JCIHN. Founding in London, r788-18oz ; re-established
as JOIIN WARN-ER AND SONS circa r85j-t<12o.5 Cast bells {or 37 Ox-
fordshire parishes.

WATTS, WILLIAM. Iiounding in BedIord, circa 1587-1597.6 The
probable founder of l;clls at Chesterton and Holton.

WAYLETT, JOHN, Itinerzrnt. Cast a bell for Waterstock, t726.
WELLS, ROBERT I. Iiounding in Aldbourne, Wiltshire, 176o-t78o.z

C;r.st bells {or Mzrrsh Baldon, Coggs-, Dorchcster College, I.-ringford,'and
Mapledurham.

WELLS, ROBERT II. Iiounding in Aldbourne, r78t-r79g8 Cast
bells for Duns Tew, Glympton, llanborough, Hook Norton, Minster Lovell,
S-t. Peter-le-Bailey, Oxford, Worcester Coilege, Ox{ord, Spelsbury and
Woodstock.

\,VELLS, ROBERT II- and JAN{PS. Founding in Aldbourne, r79z-
t7gg.e Cast bells for Chadlington and }Iook Norton.

_WELLS, JANIES. Founding in Aldbourne, rTgg-t8z6.to Cast bellsIrr BarJord-St.-Michael, Littlq Faringdon, I{anborough, Horspath, Ipsden,
AII Souls College, Oxford, Shorthampton and Woodcote. -

WESTON, PETER-DE-. Founding in London, circu 1336_1347.fi
Cast a bell for Ambrosden.

C. Deedes and H. B. Walters, ut sup., p. 18.
F. Sharpe, ut sup., p. 28.
Ibi.d., p.82.
rbid.
H. B. Walters, Tlt.e Churc,h _Bells ol England, r9r2, p. 383.H. T. Tilley and H. B. Walters, ut sup., p.39.
H. B. Walters, The Church Bells ol l4/iltshire, agzg, p.3tr
Ibid,., p. 3rz.
Ibid.

to Ibid,.
11 C. Deedes ard H. B. lValters, ut sup., p. 8.

I
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P ltctto F. M. Underlr'ill, Esq., b-.5.A

Irig. 67. lJur{ord Lell-Ioundry. The revertrer:rtory
furoace built by the late Thonas Bond and used
until 1939. Since Mr. Bond's death the {urlace
has been dismantled.
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Wt IITE, JOHN. Founcling in Rcading, circa 15r5-r539.1
probable fourrrler o{ bells zrt Marsh Baldon, Erveime an<I Santlford.
'Ihames, zrnd ol former bells at lJloxhan and St. Ebbes, Oxford.

Founding in Aldbournc, 1774. Cast a bcll {or

The
-on-

\\TITTS, IiI)NE.
Culham.

WOKINGHANI liOLINIlliRS. Names unknou.n. r4th and r5th cen-
turies. Cast bells for Asthzrll (Aston Rowant), Westcote Barton, Bright-
well Baldwin, Ilrize Norton, l)orchester, I.'ilield, Nlinster Lovell, Newing-
ton, St. Martin, Oxfortl, Rotherfield Peppard and Stoke Talmage. (Figi.
15, 16 and 5r).

WYMBISH, RICHARD-DE-. Irounding in Lcndon, circa rzgo-t3r5.2
Cast a bell for Goring-on-Thames.

YARE, WILLIA],I. F-ounding in Reading, 16o9-1616.rl Cast bells
for IJorspath, Headington. Islip. Kirllington, Cirist C}rurch, Ox{ord, St.
Mary-tlte-Virgin, Oxford, ancl the Boclleian I-ibrary.a (trig. a+.)

1

2

3

I

A. H. Cocks, zzl
C. Deedes and H
A. H. Cocks, ai

sup
.8,
su,p

p.,6t.
\\ralters, ut sujt., p. q.
P, 17.

Record, Vol. III, N<-,. 3r. (llarch, r95r), p. r43The Bodleian Librarv
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I'hoto : P. A
lly cotr,rtesy ol ilIessrs. Punkhursl untl

lrig

Ii trl

6lJ. The {ormer Bicester 'Iorvn IIaII lrell, cast }ry
Eclivard Hemins, r7J2, no\v at 'I'he Garth, Bicester.

Lctng
Snrith
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LIST OF BELLHANGERS.
(In addition to those who were also bellfounders.)

BLACKBURN, THOMAS, of Salisbury. Worked at Christ Church
and New College, Oxford, late in tbe nineteenth century.

BOSWELL, FRANCIS, of Oxford. Worked at Christ Church, 186o.

COOPER, NATI{AN. Worked at Christ Church, Oxford, 1762.

DAY & SONS, of Eye. Present century. Employed at Hanbcrough
and Tadmarton.

DUBBER, R., of Wolvercote. Date unknown. Macle a bell-frame
for St. Michael, Oxford. A man named l)ubtrer hung a bell at St. Mary-
the-Virgin, Ox{ord, in r616.

FREEMAN, EDWARD, of Bracl<ley. Made zr bell-frame for Stratton
Audky, 1636.

JEFFS, JOHN. Hung bells at St. Mary-thc-Virgin, Oxford, 165o.

KEENE & AUSTINE. Employecl at Christ Church, Oxford, 16zo.

LLOYD, ARTiIIIR, of Holy*,ell, Oxfor<l. See page z8z.

MYI-LER, JOI-IN. Employe<i at Thame, 1545.

PARKHAUS & OWEN. Ernploycrl at Christ Cl.rurcl.r, Oxford, 1589.

SANDERS, HENRY. Assista.nt to Jamcs Keerre, first half of seven-
teenth century.

TURNER, ROBERT. Emplcyctl at Chr;st Church, Ox|ord, t778.

W$L.JERS: JO"Hti, o{. Kin-gs ,Sutton. Early ninetecnth ccntury.
Hung bells at Fring{ord and Stokc Lyne.

WEBR & BENNETT, of Kirllington. Late nineteenth and early
trvcntieth centuries. Rehurrg the lrcl1s in r5 Oxfordshire churches.

WHITE FAMILY, of Besselsleigh and Appleton. I3usiness establish-
ed circa t842, lry Alfrccl White, rvho rehung the bells in 17 Oxfordshire
churches ; he was succcreded h t876 by his son, Freclerick, who rehung
the bells in rg churches in the county. Richzrrd White, the present owner,
succeeded his father in rgo9. He has rehung the bells in !o Oxfordshire
churches. In ry45 he took his son, Irrank, into prrrtnershrp, and the firm
now trades as Richard White and Son-

WILLIAMS, J. & R. \Vorking at Enstone, r7r8.

WYANDES, PHILLIP. \Vorking at St. Michael, ()xforcl, 16rz.
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ADDENDA ET CORRIGENDA.

Page 26. BALSCOTE. A ring of six bells was cast in ro_5r. by Messrs." Giliett ancl Johnston for Mi. and Mrs. C. Jarvis, and their daughter,
Beryl. The-bells were hung by Mr. Jarvis at }fome Farm, and com-
pris-e the lightest ring of sii in the country. The tenor is r7{ inches
in diameter in C, and rveighs r cwt. o qrs. zz lbs,

Page 36. BANBIIRY. A new bell u'as given to the Roman Catholic- Church by the Rev. Father F. Askew, of Birmingham, in 1949.

Page 46. BICESTER. The former town hall bell, ."!t by Edwarrl- I{6mins, 1732, rvhich for many years had hung in the Workhouse, w-as

hung at the entrance to the Urlian District Council's premises at "The
Garth", 1949. See Fig. 68.

Page 49. BLAI)ON. Line z5 : f.or "t47o" read "r45o".
Page 5o. BLETCIIINGTON. At tsletchington Park is a bell lry John

Warner, r788.
Page 57. BRI(;HTWELL BALI)WIN. Linc r8: for "fourth" read

"fi{th''.
Page 64. BUCKNELL. I'irre 7 : for "ATTON" read "ATTVN".
Page 7o. IIURFORD. The t-rells rvere rehung rvith_gear, type_ H, in a- neu, cast iron side pattern frame try Messrs. Gillett and Johnston,

Ltd., in r95o. The old third and fourth bells have been preserved in
the chulch and replacecl try trvo new ones from the Croydon foundry.

Pagc 7r. CASSIN()TON. The second bell r.vas rccast in 1953 by Messrs.
Mears and Stainbank, and rehung by Messrs. R. White and Son'

Page 72. CAVERSFIEI-D. There are now five bells in the ring' T*9.-ncnu 
ones, given by Misss M. Phillips in memory of_ her mother and

her brotherl rvere Cast in 1948 l;y Messrs. Mears and Stainbank, and
hung try Messrs. R. White and Son in the follorving year.

Page r16. DEDDINGTON. The saunce has been rehung by Messrs. R.- White and Son in a nerv pos;tion. The Vicar, the Rev. M' Frost,
published a history of the bel1s in rg5o. See also p. 452.

Page tzz. DRAYTON-ST.-LEONARD. Line 20 | for "7470" read
"'15o" '

Page tz6. DUNSDEN. Both bells bear the date : "r84r"'
Pagt: t3z. EWELME. The be11s were rehung and a trel;le added to make

a ring of six try Messrs. J. Taylor and Co., r95o.
Page 136. FINMERE. I-ine 5 : for "r47o" read "r45o".
Peige r59. HEMPTON. The bell bears no inscription and dates from

circa r85o,
Page r8r. ISLIP. The former third may have been by Atton'
Page zoz. LEWKNOR. A treble, cast by Messrs. Mears and Stainbank,

and hung l;y Messrs. R. White and Son, rvas added in r95o to make a
ring of six.

Pages zz7 ff. THE CATIIEDRAI- CHIIRCH OF CIIRIST IN OXFORD.- The treble ancl seconcl of the ring of twelve \\'ere recast by Messrs.
lVlears and Strinbank, irt t952, irnd rehung in 1953 t.ry Messrs. R.
White and Son, as a memorial to the late liev. Canon G. F. Coleridge,
a member o{ the OxIord Diocesan Guild of Ringers, r88r-r949, and
Master of the (luild, tg33-r946. (]reat Tom was rehung in 1953 by
Messrs. Mears and Stainbank, who have fitted a counter-balanced cast
iron hea<Jstock, fixed steel gudgeons, self-aligning bell learings,
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counter-balanced clapper and traditional type wheel. Wren's bell-
frame has treen reconstructed : the old king posts, braces and seven-
teenth century bell-gear are preserved in the clock room. New tol-
ling gear and clock hammer have been provided. The rvork was tested
on z8th May, and in Radio Newsreel the following day, exactly 269
years since the bell u,as lirst rung, the boom of Great Tom rvas heard
again. On Coronation Day, znd June, as the crown was placed on
Her Majesty's head, Great Tom rvas rung in the traditional Engtish
manner by X{r. P. Walker, the Secretary of the Oxford Society of
Change Ringers, and the rvriter. It was rung by merntrers of the
Society again in the t.vening.

Pagc 247. The trcble of the ring of ten shoulcl tre first in the list.
P.rgc :75. Line 6 : the Fleadstcck is of oak.
Ptge z77. Clreat Tom \\,as wcighecl in 1953. It rveighs 6 tons, 4 ctvt. z qrs.
Ptge 277. I-ine 17 : Ior "16o3" rearl "1663".
Pagc :114. Line 3a : for "Chaunrlry" rearl "Chaundy".
Pt.e zgz. OXFORD, S1'. EBIIE. Mattherv Bagley I died:n 169o: the

bell may be by Mattherv III, cf London.
Page 314. OXFORI), ST. I{ARY-TIIE-VIRGIN. Yare's tre};le of 1616

was recast in t6z3 and again in r73r.
Page 373. SIIIPLAKE. I-ine 8 : {or "RVN(1" rearl "RXN(}".
Page -j77 - Footnotc r should rt,ad " Sic" . Footnote z slrould re:r,l

"Oxloul Archdauctsnry Paficrs, c. ror, {o1.234".
P:,ge 38(r. STANT()N FIARCOI.IRT. l)eletc line 24.

Pagc 387. Caption to Fig.5r. ljor "r63o't rt:ad "136o".
Prge 388. STANTON ST. JOHN. Laust line : {or "Abraham Ru<lhall I"

rearl "Alrr:rham Rurlhall II".

.I'HIi IiNI)
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