..... ‘l ""Hn lr "

)(FORD RE
o, a

O S Wi
RECORD SOCI EIY




Orfordshire Record Sorietp

THE

CHURCH BELLS OF
OXFORDSHIRE

VOLUME 1IV.

BY

FREDERICK SHARPE

ISSUED FOR THE SOCIETY
OR THE YEAR 1952

1953



The publication of Vol. III of this work was made
possible by the generosity of the Council of British
Archaeology.

OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY.

Treasur
Cyril W. Hurst, 47 O~ oury.
Oé%
Editor of Sr O‘&AQ';,‘ ons :
Rev. E. P. Bak &S cen, Oxford.
LY
> 9 .
REOENS aneil
&5
L G. Wickhar & ,53’ ouse, Bodicote, Banbury.
S
> #
.etary :
Dr. W, Manor House, Wheatley.
NOTE.

For an explanation of the procedure followed in describing
the bells see Volume I (Oxfordshire Record Society’s Volume
XXVIII), pp. 5—S8.



THE

CHURCH BELLS OF OXFORDSHIRE

246.

By
FREDERICK SHARPE.

VOLUME 1V.

PIDDINGTON.
St. Nicholas.

A western tower containing a ring of five bells ; tenor 36
inches diameter, in A.

Bell.

Treble.

Second.

Third.

Fourth.

Tenor.

Inscription.

THE GIFT OF MRS. CHARLES BROWN
/ JUBILEE 1887 /| REV. THOMAS IVENS
VICAR / LLEWELINS & JAMES /
BRISTOL

THE GIFT OF MRS. CHARLES BROWN
/ JUBILEE 1887 / F. WHITE & SONS
BELLHANGERS APPLETON ;| THOMAS
BROWN |/  THOMAS MAY
CHURCHWARDENS / LLEWELINS &
JAMES / BRISTOL

THIS BELL WAS RECAST AND THE
WHOLE PEAL! REHUNG / AT THE
EXPENSE OF MRS. CHARLES BROWN
/ IN THE JUBILEE YEAR OF QUEEN
VICTORIA / 1837 |/ LLEWELINS &
JAMES / BRISTOL

BENEDICTA SIT SANCTA TRINITAS
(Fig. Ps, six times.) | IOHN WALKER.
IOHN "LOWE. CHURCH=WARDENS.
1738. Ed: HEMINS FECIT (Fig. Ng.)

WILLIAM : SHAW. IOHN : HONOR.
CHURCH=WARDENS  (Fig. Ps5, four
times.) / EDWARD : HEMINS.
BISSITER. FECIT. 1729 (Fig. P5, six
times.)

Approx.
Weight.
Cwt.

4

4%

. The three smallest bells were cast at the Bristol foundry ;
the two largest at the Bicester foundry. The treble and second
were added to the ring in 1887.

1 Sic,
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The bells hang in a sixteenth-century type frame, originally
made with pits for four bells. Although there were only three
bells in the tower before 1887 the frame had contained four at some
time. The gear, type C, is by Messrs. F. White and Sons, who
added one additional pit to the frame.

The predecessor of the third, which before 1887 was the
treble of the old ring of three bells, was cast at the Drayton Pars-
low foundry, and, like the former bells at Launton, bore the date:!

1701

6 Edw. VI. [Item 3 smale belles in the steple. [tem a scantis®
bell and 2 hand belles.

Visited : F.S., 1923—195T.

247. PISHILL.
(Dedication unknown.)

The church possesses an open western turret containing one
bell. The writer has not examined it but in the Walters’ MS.? is
a note stating that the bell was cast by Messrs. J. Warner and
Sons, of London, and erected on gth January, 1911, at a cost of
£4.2s.0d., and that its predecessor is said to have been also by
Messrs. Warner.

The inventory of 1552 states : Item 2 small belles in the
steple.

Visited : H.B.W., 30th April, 1914.

248. PYRTON.
St. Mary.

An open western turret containing three bells, cast by Henry

Knight I, of Reading. The smallest, 14 inches in diameter, is the
saunce : the other two are large for turret bells, the treble being
27} inches in diameter, in C#, and the tenor 294 inches in diameter,
in B. .
The writer has not personally examined these bells, and is
greatly indebted to Mr. Richard White for supplying information
about them. Mr. White rehung the bells in 1947. They are in-
scribed as follows :

Treble <+ Henri Knight Made Thig Bell 1606
Tenor. + Henri  Knight fflade flee 1605
Saunce. H K 1503

1 Note by the Rev. T. A. Turner, circa 1880. Walters’ MS., Society of
Antiquaries Library.

2 Sic.

3 Walters” MS., fol. 240. Society of Antiquaries Library.
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Transcripts of entries in the churchwardens’ accounts relating
to the bells were published in the Oxfordshire Record Society’s
Volume for 1925, from which we learn, inter alia, that the “‘great
bell”” was cast at Buckingham in 1548' This entry refers to the
predecessor of the tenor.

249. RAMSDEN.

St. James.

A north-western tower, containing a ring of three bells ; tenor
25 inches in diameter.

Approx.
Bell. Inscription. Weight.
Cwt.
Treble. J. WARNER & SONS LONDON 1872 / 2
(Royal Arms.) | PATENT
Second. (Same as treble.) 23
Tenor. CAST BY J. WARNER & SONS LONDON 3%

1872 | (Royal Arms.) | PATENT

A complete ring by Messrs. Warner. The oak frame dates
from 1872, and the gear is similar to type C but without stays and
sliders.

Visited : F.S., 27th October, 1934.

250. ROLLRIGHT, GREAT.

St. Andrew.

A western tower containing a ring of six bellst; tenor 38 inches
diameter, in AD.

Approx.
Bell. Inscription. Weight.
Cwi.
Treble. H.  BOND & SONS, FOUNDERS, 3%
BURFORD. OXON 1899. / IN MEMORY
OF MARY GUEST WILLIAMS. | QUAM
DELECTA.2 )
Second. TAYLOR BELLFOUNDER OXFORD 1839 4
Third. WILLIAM BAGLEY MAQQE? MEE 1696 43

(Flat moulding.)

! F. W. Weaver and G. N. Clark, Churchwardens’ Accounts of . . Pyrton
O.R.S., 1925, pp. 67, 68 and 93.
2 Ste;
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Bell.

Fourth.

Fifth.

Tenor.

Inscription.

WILLIAM BAGLEY (Fig. Ar1.) MAqE!
MEE (Fig. F1.) 1695 (Fig. F1.)

WILLIAM (Fig. F1.) BAGLEY ([Iig. I'1.)
MADE (Fig. Fr.) MEE (Fig. F1.) 1695
(Fig. F1.)

IAMES (Fig. Arz.) BERRY (FIig. Fr1.)
AND (Fig. Ag9.) RICHARD (Fig. Ar11.)
BECKETT (Fig. F1.) CHVRCH
WARDENS (Fig. Fr.) 1695 (Fig. Arr.)

Approx.
Weight.
Cwt.

5%

7%

The treble was added to the ring in 1899 by Messrs. Bond.
The second was recast at the Oxford foundry in 1839. The re-
mainder are by William Bagley, of Chacombe.

As Bagley’s bell catalogue, published in 1732, states that five
bells were supplied for this church, the predecessor of the second

must also have been a product of the Chacombe foundry.
All the bells have lost their canons.

They hang in a frame

consisting of one set of rolled steel joists, having no foundation, no
diagonal bracing, and no side members.

An interesting account of life in Great Rollright in mid-
Victorian days, told in verse, was published by Montague J.
Rendall, in 1946, and entitled : The Bells of Great Rollright.

Visited : F.S., 7th July, 1929.

251.

ROLLRIGHT, LITTLE.
St. Philip.

A western tower containing one bell, cast at the Chacombe
foundry, and inscribed :

ROBERT : FOWLER : CHVRCH

MARDEN! : MATTHEW : BAGLEY
MyDE! : ME : 1762 :-:

The writer has not seen this bell ; it was examined in Septem-
ber, 1908, by H. B. Walters, who supplied the foregoing details.

1 Sic.
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252. ROTHERFIELD GREYS.
(Dedication unknown.)

An enclosed turret containing a ring of three bells ; tenor 32
inches in diameter, in B.

Approx.

Bell. Inscription. Weight.

Cwt.
Treble. + HAL MARY FYL OF GRAS WK 4
Second. HENRX KNXGHT MADE MEE x620 ¢ 43
Tenor. (Same as second.) 6

The treble was cast by William Knight II, circa 1576, and is
similar to the treble at Letcombe Basset, Berkshire.! The inscrip-
tion is intended for : “HAIL MARY, FULL OF GRACE.” The
initial cross is Fig. N7. In the Rotherfield Greys example a figure
of a bird is used four times as a word stop, a feature not found
at Letcombe Bassett. The second and tenor are by Henry Knight I.

The ring hangs in a two-tier oak frame. The lower tier con-
tains the two largest bells and dates from the seventeenth century.
Much of the gear, type A, is of the same age. The treble has a
stirrup-topped clapper with a long flight.

6 Edw. VI. 3 belles in the steple.
Visited : A.H.C., 25th July, 1885 ; F.S., 22nd March, 1952.

253. ROTHERFIELD PEPPARD.

All Saints.

A western tower containing a chime of three bells ; tenor 293
inches diameter, in C.

Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.

Treble. (Lion’s head, Fig. IF2.) (Tvefoil, Fig. I'5.) 3 3 »i
(Coin, Fig. Q3.)

Second. (As treble, but see below.) 4 1 18

Tenor. HENRX KNXGHT MADE MEE x62x 4 2 14

The treble is a bell of modern shape and design, with flanged-
headed canons : it was recast in 1908 by Messrs. J. Taylor and
Co., who reproduced in facsimile the founders’ marks formerly on
its predecessor.

1 The Berkshire Arvchaeological Journal, Vol. XLVIIL., 1943, p. 1, Figs.
94 and 95, and Plate XIII.
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The second is a mid-fourteenth century bell from the Woking-
ham foundry. Its canons are intact ; it has a long waist, and a
narrow flat moulding above the inscription.

The tenor is by Henry Knight I. Its inscription is formed in
“‘sheet-metal’” type, and the letter “N’’ is reversed.

The bells are sounded by the method known as ‘“‘clocking’’;
the clappers are operated from an ‘‘Ellacombe’” chiming manual
having spaces for six ropes.

6 Edw. VI. Item three bells in the steple.
Visited : M.L.S., F.S., 11th March, 1946.

1%

254. ROUSHAM.
St. James.

A western tower containing a ring of six bellst; tenor 363
inches diameter, in A.

Approx.
Bell. Inscviption. Weight.
Cwt.
Treble. 1675 33
Second. EX DONO ROBERTI DORMER 4%
ARMIGER (Border, Fig. A1.) 1675 (['ig. ,
Ar.)
Third. 1675 43
Fourth. T. Mears or LonNpoN FEecir 1825 (Loop 5%
border, Fig. GI1.)
Fifth. RICHARD KEENE CAST THIS RING 7
1675
Tenor. THOMAS MARTEN WILLIAM DADWELL 81
C W 1675

A ring of six cast by Richard Keene, of Woodstock, of which
the fourth has been recast at the Whitechapel foundry. Sir Robert
Dormer, the donor of the second, was born in 1649 and died in
1726.1

The bells hang in a cast-iron side-pattern frame, installed in
1933 by Thomas Bond, of Burford, who also supplied the gear,
type J, and removed the canons from all the bells.

The former oak bell-frame was constructed in two tiers, and
dated from the seventeenth century. The treble and second were
hung in the upper tier.

Visited : F.S., 2nd May, 1929, and later.

1 D.N.B., XV., 249.
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255. RYCOTE.

St. Michael and All Angels.
(A private chapel in the parish of Great Haseley.)

The chapel was visited on 19th October, 1892, by the Rev. T.
A. Turner. He states that the western tower then contained one
bell, cast by Ellis Knight I, hung for ringing with elm headstock
and half-wheel, and inscribed :*

PRAYES THE LORD ALL YE THAT
LOVE HIM / 1636

256. SALFORD.

St. Mary.

A western tower containing a ring of five bells ; tenor 34}
inches in diameter, in Bb.

Approx.
Bell. Inscription. Weight.
¢ Cwt.
Treble. (Border, Fig. Uy, all vound bell.) | 33
(Border, Fig. Ag, all vound bell.) |
CANTATE qOMINO? CANTICVM
NOVVM?2 (Coin.) 1687 (Coin.) [ (Nine
coins.)
Second. HENRY (Fig. Ag.) BAGLY? (Fig. Ag.) 3%
MADE (Fig. A9.) MEE (Fig. Ag.) 1687
(Fig. Aog.)
Third. (Border, Fig. Ag, all round bell.) | 4%

MATTHEW (Fig. Ag.) BAGLEY (Fig.
Ag.) MADE (Fig. Ag.) MEE (Fig. A9.)
1687 (Fig. Ag.)

Fourth. (Border, Fig. A9, all vound bell.) | 5
GOD (Fig. V13.) SAVE (Fig. V13.) THE
(Fig. Vi3.) KING (Fig. Vi3.) 1687
(Fig. V13.) | (Two coins.) (Seven coins.)

Tenor. IOHN (Fig. Urz.) WHEELER  (Fig. 7%
Urz.) AND (Fig. Uiz.) RICHARD
(Fig. Urz.) PHILLPS?  (Fig. Uiz.)
CHVRCHWARDENS  (Fig. Ag.) 1687
(Fig. U1z.) | (Border, Fig. Uy, all vound
bell.) | (Seven coins.)

1 Walters’ MS., fol. 248. Society of Antiquaries Library.
2 Sic. é
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A complete ring by Henry Bagley II and Matthew Bagley 1.
Later in the year 1687 they dissolved partnership ; Henry migrated
to Ecton, Matthew to Evesham, and the Chacombe foundry was
left in the hands of their youngest brother, William.

Two canons are missing from the treble ; one canon is missing
and a large hole has been drilled in the crown of the second ; the
remaining five canons on this bell are cabled. Throughout the
inscriptions the letter ““N’’ is reversed.

The ring hangs in an oak frame and is fitted with early nine-
teenth century gear, type A.

Visited : F.S., s5th February, 1949.

257 SANDFORD-ON-THAMES.
St. Andrew.

A western tower containing three bells ; tenor 26 inches in
diameter; and a sanctus bell.

Approx.
Bell. Inscription. Weight.

Cwt.
Treble. prapfe pe the lotde + I 4 ¢ 1502 2}
Second. B » W 2 ¥ P ®» v o 3%
Tenor. THIS BELL WAS MADE 1600 i 4-¢ 33

There is at present no permanent means of access to thesc
bells, and the writer has not examined them. The above details
were derived from notes made by Dr. A. T. Tyssen, circa 1880,
who stated also that the saunce bore no inscription, that the treble
was cracked, that he considered the second to be a product of the
Reading foundry dating from the Reformation period and that the
first letter of its inscription may be an “R’’.!

When the writer visited the church he noticed two bell-ropes
hanging from the ceiling of the lowest stage of the tower ; and Mr.
R. White, the bellhanger, has since confirmed that the bells men-
tioned by Tyssen are still there,

7 Edw. VI. Item 2 belles and a saunce bell.
Visited : A.D.T., circa 1880. F.S., 28th February, 1950.

1 Tyssen MS., 37, fol. 3. Society of Antiquaries Library.
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258. SANDFORD-ST.-MARTIN.

St. Martin.

A western tower containing a ring of six bellst; tenor 37}
inches in diameter, in A ; and a sanctus bell, 11} inches in
diameter.

Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.
Treble. MEARS &' STAINBANK, FOUNDERS, 3 2 18
LONDON. / PRAISE THE LORD. / 1871.

Second. TAMES o KEENE ofs o MADE  ofo 4 1 of

o ME oo 1030 ofp
Third. (Border, Fig. Bro, all round bell.) [ 4 3 of

(Ornament.) NATHANIEL (Ornament.)
BOLTER (Ornament.) 1629 (Border, Iig.
Bro.)

Fourth. HVMFRE KEENE (Fig. H3.) (Ornament.) 5 2 of
1629 (Ornament.) (Fig. Bro.) | (Border,
Fig. B1o all round bell.)

Fifth. MEARS & STAINBANK, FOUNDERS, 7 o 7
LONDON. 1871.
Tenor. I K &. &. 1060 ,i. 9 o of

The treble was added to the ring in 1871, and like the fifth was
cast at the Whitechapel foundry. No details of the predecessor of
the fifth! are known to the writer.

The second and tenor are by James Keene. The fleur-de-lys
in cach instance is Fig. A2. The figure 3 on the tenor is upside
down.

The third and fourth are unique castings by Nathaniel Bolter
and Humphrey Keene, who used the Buckingham foundry plant
and moulding stamps for this purpose. Bolter was an assistant at
the Buckingham foundry; he afterwards became an itinerant bell-
founder, and finally settled down as an assistant to the Purdues, of
Salisbury. Humphrey Keene was the father of James, and it
seems likely that James may have been absent from Woodstock in
1629 and that Humphrey called in Bolter to help in executing an
urgent order. Later in 1629 we find Bolter at work on his own
account at Bampton and elsewhere.?

1 Before 1871 this bell was the fourth of a ring of five.

2 See O.R.S., Vol. XXVIII, p. 28, and the Berkshire Archaeological
Journal, Vol. XLVI., p. 67.
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All the bells have had their strike-notes sharpened, and, in
addition, the second, third and fourth have had some of their
partial-tones flattened. All have lost their canons.

The bells hang in a wrought iron side-pattern frame and have
gear, type J. The frame and gear were installed by Mr. F. Webb,
in 1914.

In the south-west corner of the belfry is the saunce, which is
hung for chiming. It was cast by Richard Keene, and bears the
date :

1605
Visited : F.S., 18th May, 1932 ; G.G., F.S., 3rd February,
1952.

259. SARSDEN,
St. James.

An open turret over the north transept contains one bell, 243
inches in diameter, hung for chiming. It was cast by Richard
Keene and is inscribed in his well-known lettering :

IOHN MANSELL C W 1682

Visited : H.B.W., 1923.

260. SHELSWELL.

The parish church, dedicated to St. Ebba, fell into decay and
ruin in the seventeenth century.' It formerly possessed two bells.

In the clock turret of Shelswell House stables is a bell, 19}
inches in diameter, cast by Lester and Pack, of the Whitechapel
foundry, and inscribed with the date :

J757

The bell is fitted with an elm headstock, strap gudgeons, nine-
teenth century type clapper and clock hammer. It retains its
canons.

Visited : F.S., 2nd October, 1941.

1 Oxford Archdeaconry Papers, c. 98, fol. 134, ““There is an old chapel but
no services held within the memory of man.”” 1740. Ibid, d. 13, fol.
34, ‘‘Chapel decayed and gone to ruin.”” 1757.
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Fig. 48. The fourth bell of the ring of five at Pidding-
ton, cast by Edward Hemins, of Bicester, 1738.



370 THE CHURCH BELLS OF OXFORDSHIRE

261. SHENNINGTON.

The Holy Trinity.

A western tower containing a ring of five bellst; tenor 38%
inches in diameter in AD.

Approx.
Bell. Inscription. Weight.
Cuwt.
Treble. (Ornament, Fig. B8, all round bell ; and 43
again below inverted.) | CANTATE (Fig.
Bg, inverted.) DOMINO (Fig. Bro.)
CANTICVM (Fig. Bro.) NOVVM (Fig.
Bro.) 1678 (Border, Fig. Bro.)
Second. ANN  (Border, Fig. Bro.) DOCHEN 5%
(Border, Fig. Bro.) 1678 (Border, Fig.
Bro.)
Third. (Borders : Figs. Bro and BS.) HENRICVS 6}

(Fig. Bro.) BAGLEY (Fig. Bro.) ME
(Fig. Bro.) FECIT (Fig. Bro.) 1678

Fourth. PRvyYSE! (Fig. Bro.) YE (Fig. Bro.) 7%
THE (Fig. Bro.) LORD (Fig. Bro.) 1678
(Borders : Figs. Bro and BS.)

Tenor. FRANCIS (Fig. B8.) ROBINS (Fig. BS.) 9
AND (Fig. B8.) IOHN (Fig. BS.) ORTEN
(Fig. BS8.) CHVRCHWARDENS (Fig.
B8) 1678 (Figs. By and BS.)

o

A complete ring by Henry Bagley I. The bells were rehung
with gear, type J, in a composite rolled-steel and cast-iron frame
by Thomas Bond, of Burford, ‘circa 1926.

Visited : F.S., 29th March, 1948.

262. SHIFFORD.

St. Mary.
A western turret containing two bells, hung for chiming.

The turret is inaccessible without the use of scaling ladders or
scaffolding, neither of which are obtainable locally. The bells
were therefore inspected through field-glasses.

The smaller bell dates from the thirteenth century ; it is sim-
ilar in shape to the early thirteenth century examples at Cavers-
field and Kencot already described.! No inscription was visible on
this bell when viewed from the ground through the field-glasses.

1 See pp. 73 and 183.
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The larger bell bears the date :
1685

followed by “H ALLEN’’, probably the name of a churchwarden,
and other wording which is concealed by the masonry of the turret.
The bells appears to be similar to the products of the Burford
foundry.

Visited : F.S., April, 1950.

263. SHILTON.

The Holy Rood.
A western tower containing a ring of three bells ; tenor 29}
inches in diameter, in C#; and a sanctus bell, 13} inches in
diameter.

Approx.
Bell. Inscription. Weight.
Cwt.
Treble. R KILMASTER J GILLET! 3
CHURCHWARDENS A D 1854
Second. ROBERT KILMASTER JOHN GILLETT 4
CHURCHWARDENS
Tenor. ROBERT KILMASTER JOHN GILLETT 5

CHURCHWARDENS A D 1854

The bells have moulded canons and are probably the work of
Henry Bond, of Westcote. They hang in an eighteenth century
oak frame, of which the main braces of the tenor pit are reversed.
The bellrope ‘‘circle’” is anti-clockwise. The gear is type C ; and
there is an ‘“Ellacombe’’ chiming apparatus, now derelict.

The saunce is hung for chiming between the eastern jamb and
centre mullion of the north window of the belfry, and is difficult
to examine. It was cast by Henry Bagley III, and bears the in-
scription :

GIiLEs HaLL WiLLiaM LAY H B MA ME 1730

Writing in the eighteenth century, Browne Willis mentions 2
bells ; and the 1732 edition of Bagley’s bell catalogue states that
the Chacombe foundry had supplied 2 bells for Shilton. As saunce
bells are not included in Bagley’s catalogue it follows that two
bells in the former ring were cast by him.

Visited : F.S., 1oth July, 1948.
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264. SHIPLAKE.
SS. Peter and Paul.

A western tower containing a ring of eight bells ; tenor 40
inches in diameter, in F#.

Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.

Treble. CAST BY JOHN WARNER & SONS 3 2 13
LTD. LONDON 19go2.

Second. (Same as treble.) 4 0 9

Third. CAST BY JOHN WARNER & SONS 4 o 26

LONDON [/ (Royal Arms.) | PATENT /
PRESENTED BY / THE VICAR OI
SHIPLAKE / 1868

Fourth. RECAST BY JOHN WARNER & SONS 4
LTD. LONDON 1902. / MICHALIL?
FOVLOR C. W. 1694.

[
[
w

Fifth. RECAST BY JOIHN WARNER & SONS 5 o 17
LTD. LONDON 190z / TO THE GLORY
OF GOD |/ AND IN MEMORY OF THE
LONG REIGN OF / QUEEN VICTORIA

Sixth. RECAST BY JOHN WARNER & SONS 6 1 2
LONDON 1868 | (Royal Avms.p |/
PATENT

Seventh.t T. MEARS, 1790. | RECAST 1925. / 7 3 5
MEARS & STAINBANK, FOUNDERS.

Tenor.t ROBERT PATRICK, FOUNDER, 1784. / 9 2 15
RECAST 1925. /| MEARS & STAINBANK,
FOUNDERS.

The six smallest bells were cast by Messrs. Warner ; they
have canons, and are fitted with gear, type E. The two largest are
from the Whitechapel foundry ; they were cast without canons,
and have gear, type D. The ring hangs in an oak frame, also in-
stalled by Messrs. Warner.

The following account of the former ring of five bells is de-
rived from notes made by Dr. A. D. Tyssen, cizca 1860, and pre-
served in the library of The Society of Antiquaries :

1 Sic,
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Former ring of five bells.

Approx.
Bell. Inscription. Weight.
Cwt.
Treble. MICHALL! FOVLOR C(Fig. L3.)W 1604. 43
Second. HENRX KNXGHT MADE THXS BELL 54
ANO x6x3
Third. X AS THXRD RVNG 6%
Fourth. Mr. TavyrLor & MRr. House CHURCH 7%
WaRrRDENsS. Twaos. MEeaRs oF LoNDON
Fecrr 1790 (Loop border, Fig. G11.)
Tenor. MartHEW TavrLor & Taomas CoBB 9%

CaHurcH WARDENS RoBT. PATRICK OF
LoNDON FOUNDER 1784

The treble was cast at Reading by Samuel Knight, the second
by Henry Knight I, and the third by Ellis Knight I. The fourth
was by Thomas Mears I of the Whitechapel foundry ; the tenor
came from the rival London foundry owned by Robert Patrick.
The inscription on the third proves that there were at least five
bells in Ellis Knight’s day.? The writer has rubbings of the in-
scriptions on the fourth and tenor.

The bells were augmented in number to six in 1868 by the
addition of a treble,* given by the Vicar ; and the third was then
recast to form the fourth of the ring of six. In the year 1902 two
smaller bells were added, and the second and third of the six recast
to form the fourth and fifth of the ring of eight. Finally the two
largest were recast in 1925.

The following extracts from the churchwardens’ accounts*
refer to the predecessor of the fourth or tenor of the old ring of five:

1609 June.

To the bellfounder for casting a bell. f9.gs.od.
For carrying the bell to and from Reading. 8s.od.
Spent at Reading. 1s.od.

6 Edw. VI. Item 3 belles in the steple.

Visited : A.D.T., circa 1860. M.J.M., F.S., 13th August,
1949.

1 Sic.

2 See under the headings : Marsh Baldon, Great Milton, Thame and
‘Whitchurch.

3 The present third.

Tyssen MS., Society of Antiquaries Library.

»
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265. SHIPTON-ON-CHERWELL.

The Holy Cross.

A western tower containing two bells, 20 and 22 inches in
diameter respectively, hung for chiming.

The smaller bell bears the inscription :
+ S € N 4 B»H © I 3
All the letters are reversed. When read backwards the in-
scription spells the word :
(I) IOHAN (N)ES
The bellfounder’s name is unknown, but it may be meant

to disguise his identity as the bell dates from the Reformation
period, a fact revealed by its shape, tuning, and mouldings.

The larger bell is of approximately the same age but in this
instance the lettering and mouldings resemble those used by ]J.
Saunders and W. Wells of the Reading foundry. The bell is
inscribed :

abiel ] d

’)

The letter “‘p
derived from :

(SANCTE) (G)AB(R)IEL O(RA) P(RO)
(NOBIS).

Visited : F.S., 2nd May, 1925.

is upside down. The inscription seems to be

266. SHIPTON-UNDER-WYCHWOOD.
St. Mary.

A western tower with spire containing a ring of eight bells ;

tenor 443 inches in diameter in F ; and a sanctus bell, 16 inches in
diameter.

Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.

Treble. MEARS & STAINBANK, WHITECHAPEL 4 3 14
FOUNDRY, LONDON, 1893. / VENITE
EXULTEMUS DOMINO.

Second. MEARS & STAINBANK, WHITECHAPEL 5 y
FOUNDRY, LONDON, 1893. / TE DEUM
LAUDAMUS.

Third. MEARS & STAINBANK, WHITECHAPEL 6 o 8
FOUNDRY, LONDON, 1893. / CANTATE
DOMINO CANTICUM NOVUM,
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Fig. 49. The fifth bell of the ring of six at Stanton
Harcourt, cast by Michael Darbie, an itinerant
founder, 1656.
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Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.

Fourth. MEARS & STAINBANK, WHITECHAPEL 6 3 14
FOUNDRY, LONDON, 1893. /
BENEDICITE OMNIA OPERA DOMINI
DOMINO.

Fifth. IAMES KEENE (Fig. Az.) MADE (Fig. 7 2 of
Az.) M 1628 (Fig. Az.) | (Border, Fig.
Bz all vound bell.)

Sixth. MEARS & STAINBANK, WHITECHAPEL 8 2 3
FOUNDRY, LONDON, 1893. / OLIM E
QUINQUE SECUNDA LEVATA VOCE
SONABO.

Seventh. ROBERT WISDOME & NICH: WILLETT 11 o of
CH-WARDENS 1726 (Border, Fig. Dz2.)

Tenor. (Cable moulding, and border, Fig. Q7, all 14 3 of

round bell.) | (Bell, Fig. As, three times.)
HENRY : BAGLEY (Fig. By.) MADE
MEE (Fig. B7.) 1634 (Fig. Q7.) (Fig. B7.)
VOBISSCOMBE! CONCORDO : DEUM
LAVDARE (Fig. By7.) | (Cable moulding

all round bell above sound-bow.)

The fifth is by James Keene, the seventh by Abraham Rudhall
11, the tenor by Henry Bagley I, and the remainder by Mears and
Stainbank. The bells hang in a steel frame installed by Messrs.
Bond and Son.

The saunce bears no inscription or marks, but, judged by its

shape, is a fairly modern casting. It is hung for chiming.

The following details of the former ring of five bells were
derived from notes in the Walters’ MS. at the Society of Antiquar-
ies Library. Mr. Walters, however, does not state the source of
his information, and it is unlikely that he examined the bells
personally before the year 1893.

Bell.

Treble.

Second.

Third.

Former ring of five bells.
Inscription.

(As on the present fifth, cast by James
Keene, 1628.)
ROBERT ATTON MADE ME 1617

(As on the present seventh, cast by
Abraham Rudhall 11, 1726.)

Appro

x.

Weight.

Cwt.
7%

8%

11

1 Sic:
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‘ Approx.
Bell. Inscription. Weight.
Cwt.
Fourth. (As on the present temorv, cast by Henry 143
Bagley, I, 1634.)
Tenor. JAMES HERBERT AND JOHN YOUNG 20

CHURCHWARDENS R. TAYLOR &
SONS FOUNDERS 1828
Of these bells the second, by Robert Atton, sounding the
strike-note AP, was recast in 1893 to form the present sixth, sound-
ing the strike-note A natural.  The tenor was recast with some
additional metal to form the four smallest bells in the present ring.
Visited : F.S., 25th November, 1933.

267. SHIRBURN.
All Saints.

A western tower containing two bells, 14 and 29} inches in
diameter respectively.
The smaller is inscribed with its makers’ names and date of
casting : :
JOHN WARNER & SON FOUNDERS 1802
The larger is by Henry Knight I, and bears the inscription :
=+ aglovia O in O excelesug! O deo
HK 1587 R O L
The writer has not examined these bells. The foregoing par-
ticulars were derived from notes made by Mr. H. B. Walters.
6 Edw. VI. [Item 3 belles and 1 handbell.
Visited : H.B.W., 30th April, 1914.

268. SHORTHAMPTON.
All Saints.

An open bell-cote above the eastern gable of the nave contain-
ing two bells, 11 and 184 inches in diameter respectively.
The smaller bell is modern and bears no inscription other than
the casting pattern size ‘17" on its crown.
Above the sound-bow of the larger bell is the inscription :
James WELLs ALDBOURN WiLTs FEcCIT 1821
o (Bell) oo
The above details are taken from notes by Mr. H. B. Walters.
In 1821 the churchwardens stated : ‘““Tower rebuilt ; the three
bells sent to be recast.”’*> In 1885 they stated that one bell was
broken.?
Visited : H.B.W., 25th September, 1916.

L Sic. Oxford Archdeaconry Papers, c. 101, fol. 234.
Ibid.
Ibid., c. 42, fol. 396.

w
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269. SHUTFORD.

St. Martin.

A north-western tower containing two bells, 22 and 25} inches
in diameter respectively.

The smaller bell bears no inscription : the larger one is in-
scribed :
HENRY BAGLEY MADE MEE * 1675

Between each word, and after the date are portions of ornamental
borders used by the owners of the Chacombe foundry.

Visited : F.S., 24th December, 1932.

270. SIBFORD GOWER.

The Holy Trinity.

An open western turret containing one bell, which the writer
regrets he has been unable to examine. According to Kelly’s
Directory the church was built in 1840 ; and the parish formed out
of the civil parish of Swalcliffe in the following year. The bell
probably dates from this period.

271. SOMERTON.

St. James.

A western tower containing a ring of six bells ; tenor 422} inches
diameter in F ; and a sanctus bell, 13 inches in diameter.

Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.
Treble. (Band of wine pattern all vound bell.) | 4 0 25
Venite Exultemus Boming x Xk
(Loughborough foundry crest.) 3 x*k /

(Band of wvine pattern all vound bell.) |/

F. WHITE & SONS, BELLHANGERS,
APPLETON. / 200 YEARS FIVE BELLS
HAVE HERE BEEN RUNG, /| TO MAKE
PEAL, I, NOW THE SIXTH, AM HUNG.
/| G. E. BARNES, RECTOR, 180¢6.

Second. (Scroll-border, with cable moulding above, 5 1 13
all yround bell.) | (Fig. By7.) CANTATE
DOMINO (Fig. B7.) CANTICVM NOVVM
1646 (Three bells.) H (Fig. B7.) B
(Border, Fig. Q7.)
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Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.
Third. CVM (Fig. Ri13.) VOCE (Fig. Ri13.) 6 1 3
IVCONDISIMA (Fig. Bro.) PROSEQVOR
(Fig. B7.) ofp 1670 (Fig. Bro.) H (Fig.

A3.) B (Fig. Riz.) (Fig. Q7.)

Fourth. IOHN (Fig. Ag.) HORE (Fig. Ag.) 7 o 8
CHVRCH (Fig. Ag.) WARDEN (Fig. Ag.)
H (Fig. Ag.) B (Fig. Ag.) 1707 (Fig. Ag.)

Fifth. VOBISCVM CONCORDO DEVM 9 1 6
LAVDARE (Fig. B7.) HENRY BAGLE
MADE MEE (Three bells.) 1635 (Fig. By.)
(Fig. Q7.)

Tenor PRAY FOR THE GOOD ESTATE OF 11 3 23

WILLIAM ASTON ESQVIER AND FOR
THE SOVLES OF IOHN ASTON AND
(Fig. By, twice.) | ISABEL HIS WIFE
WHO WERE FATHER AND MOTHER
OF WILLIAM THAT BOACHT! THIS
BELL (fig. B7.) HENRY BAGLE /
(Three bells.) 1635 MADE MEE (Fig.
Q7.)

The treble was added to the ring in 1896. It was given by the
Rector, the Rev. G. E. Barnes, cast by Messrs. J. Taylor and Co.,
and hung by Messrs. White.

The other bells in the ring were cast at the Chacombe foundry;
the second, third, fifth and tenor by Henry Bagley I, and the
fourth by Henry Bagley III.

All the bells retain their canons. They were rehung with
gear, type M, in a two-tier cast-iron frame by Messrs. Taylor in
1931. - The tenor, fifth, third and second hang in an H-pattern
lower tier, with the treble and fourth, and pits for two additional
trebles in a side-pattern upper tier.

The former oak frame consisted of four tiers : the tenor hung
in the lowest ; the fifth, fourth and third in the second tier ; the
treble in the third tier ; and the second in the uppermost tier.

The saunce is hung for chiming. It was cast by James Keene

and bears the initials :
I K

6 Edw. VI. Item 3 belles and a saunce bell.
Visited : F.S., 1923—10957T.

1 Sic.
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272, SOULDERN.,,

St. Mary.

A western tower containing a ring of six bells ; tenor 36 inches
in diameter, in G ; and a sanctus bell, 14 inches in diameter.

Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.
Treble. MEARS & STAINBANK, FOUNDERS, 3 1 24
LONDON. / A.D. 1907. / VENITE

EXULTEMUS.
Second. MEARS & STAINBANK, FOUNDERS, 3 3 13

LONDON. / A.D. 1907. / TE DEUM
LAUDAMUS.

Third. (Cable  moulding all  round bell.) Vil 4 1 of
CANTATE DOMINO CANTICVM
NOVVM (Fig. By7.) HENRY BAGLE
MADE MEE (Fig. As, thvee times.) | 1635
| (Cable moulding all vound bell.)

Fourth. Sant  (Fig. Er13.) ta (Fig. Er3.) an 4 2 27
(Fig. I£13.) na (Shield, E14.) | RECAST
A.B. 1910. | (Whitechapel foundry mark.)

Fifth. I - CVM - VOCE - ICVNDISSIMA - 6 o of
PRESEQVOR (fig. Ug.) HB 1631 (Fig.
Uy.) | (Border of Figs. Bro and R13.)

Tenor. VOBISCVM - CO(N)C(O)RDO - DEVM -

LAVDARE (Iig. Uyg.) HENRY BAGLE
(Fig. Ug.) 1631 (Fig. Bro.)

oo
o

of

The treble and second were cast in 1907 at the Whitechapel
foundry where also the fourth was recast three years later. The
third, fifth and tenor were cast by Henry Bagley I : the two largest,
and a bell at Mollington already described,' were the first to be
cast at the famous Chacombe foundry.

All the bells retain their canons ; the seventeenth century ones
have been quarter-turned. They are fitted with gear, type B, and
hang in an oak frame installed by Mr. F. White in 1907. A false
crown staple is fitted to the third.

The saunce is hung for chiming. It was cast by Henry
Bagley I, and inscribed :
H B 1665 (Figs. B7 and Q7.)

The former fourth was by John Saunders, of Reading, circa
1550. It was cracked through the clapper being allowed to wear

1 See p. 214.
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Photo : Harris Movgan, Esq.

Fig. s0. A disused Dbell cast by John Rufford, circa
1350, at Stoke Talmage.
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a deep hollow in its sound-bow ; and the writer was told by Mr.
Richard White that he had never seen a bell so deeply indented
by the action of the clapper as this one. It was quarter-turned in
1907, but this precaution was carried out too late to save it.?

The treble and second were added to the ring in 1907. A
tablet on the west wall of the tower is inscribed :

To the Glory of BOB | and in perpetual
remembrance of mp belobed Hugband and my
onlp Child / the four Ancient Wells were
restored / and two were added [ A.B. 1907 /
by @nne Penrose Gougl).

6 Edw. V1. Item 3 belles and a saunce bell.*
Visited : F.S., 1923-1952.

273. SPELSBURY.
All Saints.

A western tower containing a ring of six bells ; tenor approx-
imately 38 inches in diameter, in G ; and a sanctus bell.

Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.
Treble. ALTHOUGH YOU SEE I AM BUT SMALL : I 4 1 o}
SHALL BE HEARD AMONG YOU ALL .. R:

WELLS : 1788 ..

Second. ROBERT WELLS ALDBOURNE WILTS FECIT .. 4 3 ot
788 " & o wle afs 7T 6

Third. RECAST 1924 | (Whitechapel foundry 5 2 2
mark.) [/  MEARS & STAINBANK,
LONDON.

Fourth. (Same as second.) 6 o o}

Fifth. Jou~n Hunscow & Tuaomas CALLcUTT 7 o ot
CHURCH  WARDENS .". RoOBERT WELLS :

ALDBOURNE : FEecit 1788
Tenor. YE PEOPLE ALL WHO HEAR ME RING BE 9 o o}
FarruruLr  to vour Gop & King ¥
RosT. * WELLs FEciT : 1788 : % %
A ring of six from the Aldbourne foundry, of which the third
was recast at Whitechapel in 1924. The bells were rehung by Mr.
Richard White in that year.

From Mr. Walters” MS., we learn that former third was in-
scribed as the second and fourth.

1 For a similar instance see p. 74.
2 The Rev. J. C. Blomfield’s statement regarding this inventory, given on
p. 51 of my Church Bells of The Deanery of Bicester is incorrect.
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Spelsbury possessed a ring of six bells before Wells installed
the present one in 1788. In Bagley’s bell catalogue of 1732 we
read :

£

“‘Spelfbury. (To make fix) 4 [bells.]’

The saunce is hung for chiming in an inaccessible position in
the north window of the belfry. It was cast at the Chacombe
foundry and bears the date :

1642

followed by the border, Fig. R13. There may be other wording
which cannot be seen. The last figure of the date is uncertain.

Visited : H.B.W., September, 1908 ; F.S., 8th December,
1029.

274. STADHAMPTON.

St. John-the-Baptist.

A western tower containing a ring of four bells ; tenor 343
inches in diameter, in Bp.

Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.
Treble. HENRX KNXGHT MADE MEE x62x ¢ 4 o of
Second. (Same as treble.) 4 2 of
Third. MEARS & STAINBANK, FOUNDERS, 5 2 6

LONDON. / G.B. PENNELL, VICAR. /
A.D. 1883. / . WHITE, BELL-HANGER.

Tenor. MEARS & STAINBANK, FOUNDERS, 6 3 II
LONDON. 1884. / I TOLL THE
FUNERAL KNELL / I HAIL THE
FESTAL DAY / THE FLEETING HOUR
I TELL / I SUMMON ALL TO PRAY.

The treble and second were cast by Henry Knight I ; the two
largest were recast at the Whitechapel foundry. In the Tyssen
MS., at the Society of Antiquaries Library, is a note made circa
1860, stating that all four bells were inscribed alike, (i.e. as the
present treble) which reveals that a complete ring of four was
cast at the Reading foundry in 1621. '

The bells hang in a seventeenth century oak frame having
pits for five bells, but never having contained more than four. The
bell rope circle is anti-clockwise. ~ The gear, type B, is by F.
White.

6 Edw. VI. Stadham. Item 3 belles in the steple.

Visited : F.S., 26th March, 1949.
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275. STANDLAKE.
St. Giles.

A circular western tower with spire containing a ring of six
bellst; tenor 4o inches in dlameter in F#; and a sanctus bell, 16§
inches in diameter.

Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.

Treble. MEARS & STAINBANK, FOUNDERS, 5 3 5
LONDON. 1887. / IN MEMORY OF /
QUEEN VICTORIA’S JUBILEE 1887. /
LAUS 4 DEO

Second. .. CANTATE DOMINO CANTICOMNOVM! 4 2 of
HENRY B! MADE MEE -:- THOMAS
BARNES. C.HOSIER : CHVRCH : W
1709 (Fig. Ag.)

Third. .. IOHN CHAMBERS RECTTER! : 5 o ot
THOMAS BARNES. CHRISTOPIHER
HOSIER. C. WARDENS. HENRY
BAGLEY MADE MEE 1709

Fourth. WILLIAM : MARCHANT : EDMOND : 5 I 19
CAMDEN : C : W : HENRY : BAGLEY
MA! : ME : 1730 : | (Whitechapel foundry

mark.)
Fifth. THOMAS BARNS! CHRISTOPHER 8 o of
HOSIER CHVRCH WARDENS H B 1710
Tenor. =+ REVD. FRANK BURGES, CURATE. 11 2 of
REVD. HENRY BIDDULPH,
RECTOR. WILLIAM ROSE,
THOMAS BLAKEMAN-BROWN,

CHURCHWARDENS. (Coin.) WILLIAM
TAYLOR FECIT, 1843. / (Scroll border
all round bell.)

The treble and fourth were cast at the Whitechapel foundry;
the latter is not dated but was cast from the metal of a former bell
in 1931. The writer saw the old bell in Mr. Richard White’s work-
shop at Appleton on 31st October, 1931 ; it bore the same inscrip-
tion as the present bell, but in Bagley’s lettering, and without the
Whitechapel foundry mark. The treble was added to the ring in
1887. The second, third and fifth are by Henry Bagley I1I ; the
tenor was cast at the Oxford foundry.

The fourth is an extremely thin bell, and I am told by Messrs.
Mears and Stainbank that it is the lightest bell cast at their foundry

1 Sic.
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sounding the strike-note A#. The treble, on the other hand is a
very thick casting : the founders say it was a stock bell, originally
cast for Ringwould, Kent. Bagley appears to have reduced the
smaller bells in the ring in size in order to get them into the small
circular tower.

The bells hang in a three-tier cast iron side-pattern frame,
installed by Mr. White in 1931 ; the gear, type H, is also by him.
The fourth and fifth hang in the lowest tier, the treble and tenor
are in the centre one, and the second and third occupy the upper-
most tier. The fourth was cast without canons ; the canons have
been removed from the other bells. :

From the notebook! of Alfred White, the bellhanger, we
learn that before 1843, the tenor was by Henry Bagley III, and
inscribed :

THRAT2 MENMAX2 COM?2 HEIER?
GODS WORD & REPENT SO WHEN I
RING OR TOLE2 MY VOICE IS SPENT
ROBERT LYDALL RECTOR WILLIAM
MERCHANT EDMUND CAMDEN CW
HB 1730

The first part of the inscription was intended to be :

THAT MEN MAY COME AND HEAR
GOD’S WORD AND REPENT SO WHEN
I RING OR TOLL MY VOICE IS SPENT.

as on a bell by Bagley at Tingewick, Buckinghamshire.?
Bagley’s bell catalogue of 1732 states that he cast the third*

and tenor of the old ring of five at Standlake : he omits to mention
the treble and second® of this ring, made by him in 1709.

The saunce hangs in an opening in the base of the spire. It
retains its canons, and is fitted with an eighteenth century half-
wheel, and other gear similar to type C. It was cast at the Glouces-
ter foundry, and bears the inscription :

THOMAS RUDHALL FOUNDER 1781

Before and after the date are portions of the border, Fig. D14.
Visited : F.S., 1oth April, 1950.

L Alfred White’s Notebook, fol. 1. (Now in the possession of Mr. Richard
White, of Appleton.)

Sic.

A. H. Cocks, The Church Bells of Buckinghamshire, 1897, p. 596.

In 1887 this bell became the fourth.

The present second and third,

o oe e
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276. STANTON HARCOURT.
St. Michael.

A central tower containing a ring of six bells ; tenor 402 inches
in diameter, in G.

Approx.
Bell. Inscription. Weight.
Cwt.
Treble. GOD PRESERVE THE CHVRCH OF 4%
ENGLAND (Border, Fig. Di4.) A(Bell.)R
1722 (Border, Fig. D14.)
Second. MICHAEL DARBIE MADE ME 1656 54
Third. (Same as second, except figure 5 upside 6
down.)
Fourth. (Same as second.) 7
Fifth. MICHAEL DARBIE MADE ME 1656 T p! 8%
Tenor.} WILLIAM PARMEE WILL BARFOOT 11

WILL BVNCE FRAN! WACE C W 1686

The treble was cast at the Gloucester foundry, and added to
the ring in 1722 ; the tenor is by Richard Keene ; and the remain-
der by Michael Darbie. The 1751 edition of Rudhall’s bell cata-
logue states :

. [h'e‘lsitjd,x}ton Harcourt. (The Gift of the Rt. Hon. Simon Lord Harcourt)

The tenor is by Richard Keene, and the remainder by Michael
Darbie. An illustration of the fifth is given in Fig. 49.

The treble has cabled canons ; the second, third and fourth
have moulded canons ; the canons of the tenor are missing. The
first four bells have been quarter-turned. The treble has a false
crown staple. The sound-bow of the tenor is #ot of uniform thick-
ness.

The ring hangs in an early seventeenth century oak frame of
similar design to that at West Hanney, Berkshire.? The treble
pit was added in the eighteenth century. The gear, type E, is by
Mr. Richard White.

In the ringing chamber are some interesting peal-tablets. One
on the west wall is inscribed :

“Labor omnia vincit. / (Bell.) /| RUNG on these BELLS |/ Sunday
Augt. 25th 1833 / a complete Peal of 720 changes |/ (on the New Treble
Bob System) | by six Oxford Youths, viz :— |/ GEORGE HARRIS
Treble. /| GEORGE NUNNEY 2nd. /| EDW. WHITBREAD 3rd. /

ROBERT YOUNG 4th. /| ARTHUR TYROR 5th. /| HENRY NUNNEY
Tenor. / The above was conducted by E. Whitbread.’’

1 Sic.
2 The Berkshire Arvchaeological Journal, Vol. XLV, 1941, Part II, p. 68,
and plate XIV,
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Phoio : Harris Morgan, Esq.

Fig. 51. A bell at Stoke Talmage, cast circa 1630 at the
Wokingham foundry.
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On the left of this is a tablet recording 720 changes of Grand-
side Minor, rung on May 5th, 1864 ; and on the right one record-
ing 720 changes of College Single Minor, and 720 changes of
Grandsire Bob Minor,* both rung on February 23rd, 1841.

A tablet on the east wall is inscribed :

‘“(Bell.) | Change Ringing. / On March the 14th 1863 was rung a /
complete Peal of Grandsire min/ors? comprising 720 changes, by the
Stanton Harcourt Society, / the men were stationed as under / J. Calcutt
treble. / J. Trinder 2nd. / G. Calcutt 3rd. / G. Davies 4th. / W. Clifton
sth. / A. Trinder Tenor. / Conducted by J. Trinder.”

To the right of this tablet are three others on which are in-
scribed records of 720 changes of Kent Treble Bob Minor, rung on
12th August, 1849 ; 1260 Grandsire Doubles, 24th May, 1938 ; and
720 Grandsire Minor, 2oth April, 1889.

Visited : F.S., 1oth April, 1950.

277. STANTON-ST.-JOHN.

St. Jchn-the-Baptist.
A western tower containing a ring of five bells ; tenor 37}
inches in diameter.

Approx.
Bell. Inscription. Weight.
Cwt.
Treble. 1652 4
Second. -:- HENREY?2 LODER WILLIAM GRANT 4%
CHVRCH WARDENS -:- HENREY?
BAGLEY MADE MEE 3736 -:-
Third. MICHAEL DARBIE MADE ME 1656 5%
Fourth. 1652 7
Tenor.t PEACE & GOOD NEIGHBOVRHOOD 9}
(Fig. Cs5.) A(Bell)R (Fig. C5.) 1724
(Fig. Cs.)

The treble and fourth are by Ellis and Henry Knight of
Reading ; the second by Henry Bagley III, of Chacombe ; the
third by Michael Darbie, who was living in Oxford in 1656 ; and
the tenor by Abraham Rudhall I, of Gloucester.

1 Probably what is now known to ringers as ‘“Bob Minor,”
2 Sie,
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The inscriptions on the treble and fourth are formed in “‘sheet-
metal’’ type ; on the latter the figure ‘2”’ is reversed in a way only
possible by using type of this kind. The tenor has lost its canons.

The bells hang in an oak frame and are fitted with gear,
type A.

The former tenor was inscribed':
M B. W H. CHVRCHWARDENS 1652

and was probably cast at the Reading foundry.

6 Edw. VI. Item. 4 belles yn the tower and a sanctus bell.
Item. a burying bell and a sacring bell.
Visited : F.S., 21st July, 1932.

278. STOKE LYNE.
St. Peter.

A southern tower containing a ring of three bells ; tenor 37
inches in diameter, in A.

Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.
Treble. MEARS & STAINBANK, FOUNDERS, 5 o0 IO
LONDON. 1869. :
Second. TromAs MEeArs or LoNpoNn Fecit 1812 7 o o}
(Loop border, Fig. Gr11.)
Tenor. THE SOUND THAT REACHETH GOD 8 3 8

ABOVE / IS NOT? CLANG BUT VOICE
OF LOVE / SIR A. PEYTON, BART., /
R. ADAMS, } CHURCHWARDENS. /
M. & S. LONDON 1925. (Whitechapel
foundry mark.)

The three bells were cast at the Whitechapel foundry. The
tenor has a ‘‘Doncaster-pattern’ head : the others have traditional
type canons. They hang in an oak frame, having pits for four
bells, but it has never housed more than three : the frame
resembles those made by John Walters, of Kings Sutton, in the
first half of the nineteenth century. The gear, type A, was renewed,
by Mr. Richard White in 1925.

The former tenor was inscribed :

Henry  WiLLIAMS EDWARD Jackson

CHURCH WARDENS. T. MEARS OF LONDON
Fecit 1812.

The bell was badly cracked when first seen by the writer.
Visited : F.S., 16th December, 1923, 9th February, 1952.

1 J. Skelton, Collections for the History and Antiquities of Oxfordshire,
1813, fol. 56.
2 The letter ““A’’ was omitted here.
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279. STOKE, NORTH.
«St. Mary.

A western tower containing a ring of three bells ; tenor 34}
inches in diameter, in Bb.

Approx.
Bell. Inscription. Weight.
Cwt.
Treble. FEARE GOD x636 5
Second. In AYLTIS ANNIS RESONET 6
campana IohHaANNIS
¥ (Fig. S3.) € 1601 | (Fig. Ez2, three
times.)
Tenor. O (Fig. C15.) COR (Fig. Ci15.) 1727 7%

The treble is by Ellis Knight I, the second by Joseph Carter,
and the tenor by Oliver Cor. The strike-notes of the bells are
tuned in the Phygian mode. The treble has a false crown-staple.

The inscription on the treble is formed in Knight's well-known
sheet-metal type ; the lettering on the second is similar to that on
Carter’s bells at Hanborough and elsewhere ; below the shoulder
‘of the tenor is a series of narrow mouldings, and its inscription
occurs above the sound-bow.

The ring hangs in an oak frame of sixteenth century pattern,
but the timbers ot which it is made are obviously of much more
recent date. The frame was probably renewed by some local
craftsman who copied the pattern of the former one. The bellrope
circle is anti-clockwise ; and there are pits for five bells, although
the frame has never held more than three.

The gear, type A, dates from the seventeenth century ; the
ironwork is keyed, and rollers are used for ground pulleys. The
bell-wheels are similar to the traditional pattern, except that their
main spokes are splayed like those of sixteenth century half-wheels.
The stays and sliders date from the nineteenth century.

6 Edw. VI. Item a smalle sacryng bell.  Item a hand bell.
Item 3 belles in the stepulle.

Visited : F.S., 8th April, 1950.
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280. STOKE, SOUTH.

St. Andrew.

A western tower containing a ring of six bells ; tenor 38
inches in diameter, in AD.
Bell. Inscrviption. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.

Treble. MEARS & STAINBANK, FOUNDERS, 4 0 10
LONDON. (Whitechapel foundry mark.) |
TO THE MEMORY OF THE MEN OF
THE |/ JOINT PARISH OF SOUTH
STOKE AND WOODCOTE, /| WHO FELL
IN THE GREAT WAR, 1914-1919. /
ALFRED D’OILY NIND GAVE ME, 1920.

Second. HENRX KNXGHT MADE MEE x622 4 3 of
XH XW BH XH GH ¢ / WT AH BC

Third. FEARE GOD x633 5 1 o}

Fourth. MEARS & STAINBANEK, FOUNDERS, 6 o 10
LONDON. 188:1. / REVD. P. H. NIND,
VICAR. / JOHN BULLOCK,
CHURCHWARDEN.

Fifth. HENRX KNXGHT MADE MEE ANO 7 o of
xX6x6

Tenor. HENRX KNXGHT MADE THXS BELL 9 2 o}

XN ANO x6og [/ BLESSED BE THE
NAME OF THE LORD
The treble and fourth were cast at the Whitechapel foundry:
the others have inscriptions in sheet-metal type and were cast at
Reading ; the third is by Ellis Knight I, and the remainder by
Henry Knight I. The initials on the second are probably those
of subscribers.

The treble was added to the ring in 1920 ; the fourth replaces
a bell by William and Robert Cor, inscribed :
WILLIAM HIGGS & WILLIAM
CLAXSON C W WILL ROB COR 1716
A cast iron side-pattern frame and fittings type G were in-
stalled by Messrs. Mears and Stainbank, in 1920. The treble has
a “‘Doncaster-pattern’” head : the canons have been removed from
the other bells.

In the Tyssen MS., is a complete record of the ring of five in
the latter half of the nineteenth century.*

6 Edw. VI. [Item 4 belles in the steple. Ye parties above
sayd are not as yet certeyn where ye sance bell is becum.

Visited : F.S., 8th April, 1950.

1 Tyssen MS., 38, fol. 37, Society of Antiquaries Library.
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281. STOKE ROW.
St. John-the-Evangelist.
A northern tower with spire containing one bell, 24 inches in
diameter, hung for ringing.
The bell was cast at the Whitechapel foundry, and is inscribed:
G. MEARS FOUNDER LONDON 1858.
It hangs in an oak frame and is fitted with gear, type A.

Visited : F.S., 8th April, 1950.

282. STOKE TALMAGE.
St. James.

A western tower containing two bells, 24 and 27} inches in
diameter respectively, hung for ringing.

The smaller bell is cracked. It was cast circa 1350 by John
Rufford, and is inscribed in his well-known lettering :

+ Xpe ayny NS

The initial cross is Fig. Uz. The lettering has been illustrated
by Mr. A. H. Cocks,' and I deem it unnecessary to reproduce it
here.

The larger bell was cast at the Wokingham foundry circa 1360.
Its inscription band is filled with a narrow, flat, fourteenth-
century-type moulding ; below this are three founder’s marks: the
initial cross, Fig. F4, the coin, Fig. Q3, and the lion’s head, Fig.
Fa.

Both bells retain their canons and have false crown staples.
The gear is similar to type A with the exceptions that there are no
stays or sliders ; the larger bell has an eighteenth century roller ;
and both bells have medieval stirrup-topped clappers fitted with
iron baldrick copses. They hang in a modern oak frame of
amateurish design, and are illustrated in Figs. 50 and 51.

7 Edw. VI. Imprimis 2 belles. [The present ones.]
Visited : F.S., 29th April, 1950.

1 A. H. Cocks, The Church Bells of Buckinghamshire, 1897, plate 1V, the
upper set. See also O.R.S., Vol. XXVIII, p. 1o0.
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283. STOKENCHURCH.!
SS. Peter and Paul.

A western tower containing a ring of three bells ; tenor 33%
inches in diameter, in Bp?; and a clock bell, 11} inches in diameter.

Approx.
Bell. Inscription. Weight.
Cwt.
Treble. LOVE GOD 1640 3%
Second. Pack & CuarvaN oF LonxpoN FEecit 1778 5
(Loop border, Fig. GI1.)
Tenor. HENRX KNGXTH? MADE MEE ANO 7

x6x8 4=

The treble is by Ellis Knight I, of Reading ; the second was
cast at the Whitechapel foundry, and the tenor at the Reading
foundry. All the bells retain their canons, and have not been
quarter-turned. The tenor has moulded canons, and a false
crown-staple.

The ring hangs in a seventeenth century type braced-king-
post oak frame, partly constructed of second-hand timbers, one of
which has medieval mouldings. With the exception of the clappers
and pulleys the gear is similar to type A. The clappers of the
treble and second date from the eighteenth century ; the tenor has
a nineteenth century clapper. Seventeenth century rope rollers
are fitted to the treble and tenor.; the second has an eighteenth
century pulley.

The clock bell hangs in an open turret on the tower roof. It
bears no inscription or marks ; but, judged by its shape, appears
to be an eighteenth century casting.

Visited : F.S., 8th March, 1952.

1 Stokenchurch parish, formerly in Oxfordshire, was transferred to Buck-
inghamshire in.the year 1896. As a description of the bells was not
included by Mr. A. H. Cocks in The Church Bells of Buckinghamshire,
published in 1897, it was thought advisible to include it here.

2 The strike-note of the tenor is only slightly flat of B ; those of the other
two bells are approximately C# and D4 .

3 Sic.
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284. STONESFIELD.
St. James-the-Less.

A western tower containing a ring of six bells ; tenor 35%
inches in diameter, in A.

Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qvs.Lbs.

Treble. TO THE GLORY OF GOD / THE GIFT 3 I 27
OF F. E. ROBINSON ESQRre. A.D. 1860 /
F. ROBINSON M.A. RECTOR. / T.
GARDNER / W. DAVIS ¢
CHURCHWARDENS. / CAST BY G.
MEARS LONDON.

Second. T BURBROUGH & I CASTLE WARDENS 3 3 of
1783 (Fig. D14.)

‘Third. THOMAS :-: ROBARDS :-: WILLIAM :-: 4 =2 of
HRN! :-: C :-: W :-=: M :-: B :-: MADE :-
3756 :-:

Fourth. ROBARD! LERDENER IOHN KIRKE 5 1 ot
C W IH 1660

IFifth. THIS BELL WAS RECAST BY G. MEARS 6 o 22

LONDON IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
1860. / F. ROBINSON M.A. RECTOR. /
T GARDNER / W. DAVIS t

CHURCHWARDENS
Tenor. + I+ C + THIS 4+ BELL 8 o of
was -+ MADE -+ 1602

The treble and fifth are from the Whitechapel foundry ; the
second is by Thomas Rudhall ; the third by Matthew Bagley III ;
the fourth by Richard Keene ; and the tenor by Joseph Carter.
The second has cabled canons. The third has a cable moulding
above its inscription band. The lettering on the tenor was formerly
used by Thomas Lawrence, whose moulding stamps were acquired

by Carter.

Since the date of the writer’s visit the bells have been rehung
with gear, type E, in a side-pattern cast-iron frame by Mr. Richard
White. They formerly hung in a two-tier oak frame.

Francis Edward Robinson, the donor of the treble, after-
wards took Holy Orders. He gave two tenors to augment the
number of the bells in the ring at Appleton, Berkshire, to ten in
1861, and three of that famous ring were recast at his own

1 Sic,
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expense.® He also gave an additional treble and tenor to augment
the bells at Drayton, Berkshire, to eight.> He was the founder and
first Master of The Oxford Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers.
Preserved in the Kimber collection at the Whitechapel bell-

foundry is a drawing of the inscription on the predecessor of the
fifth, which, before 1860, was the fourth of the ring of five. The
bell was cast at the Wokingham foundry in the latter half of the
fifteenth century, and inscribed :

i) oy o @

Sanrcta Maria Ora Pro  Nobis

(Lion’s face, Fig. Fz2.) (Shield, Fig. F7.)

(Coin, Fig. Q3.) (Cross, Fig. Fy.)

Visited : F.S., 1st April, 1933.

285. STRATTON AUDLEY.
SS. Mary and Eadburga.

A western tower containing a ring of five bellst; tenor 40%
inches in diameter, in G ; and a sanctus bell, 14} inches in
diameter.

Approx.
Bell. Inscription. Weight.
Cwt.
Treble. Tuos BavLis & JAMES SHEPARD CHURCH 4%
WARDENs (Fig. Err.) PAck AND CHAPMAN
or LoNpoN FEecir 1772 (Fig. E11.)
Second. 1693 51
Third. 1693 6}
Fourth. RICH KEENE CAST THIS RING 1693 8
Tenor. ALEXANDER ROBINGS THOMAS 11}

TVGWOOD CHVRCH WARDENS
(Border.) HENRY BAGLEY MADE MEE
1721 (Border.)

The treble was cast at the Whitechapel foundry ; the tenor
is by Henry Bagley III ; and the remainder by Richard Keene.
All the bells have lost their canons.

On the waist of the tenor is a shield bearing the Royal Arms
of the period, except that in one place the fleurs-de-lys appear
instead of the three leopards. Round the shield is the motto :

HONI SOIT QVI MAL Y PENSE

1 The Berkshive Avchaeological Journal, Vol. XLIII., 1939, pp. 75—80.
2 Ibid. Vol. XLIV, 1940, pp. 95—100,



THE CHURCH BELLS OF OXFORDSHIRE 397

The ring was rehung with gear, type B, in a wrought iron
side-pattern frame in 1902 by Mr. F. Webb, of Kidlington. The
former frame was dated 1636, and constructed to house five bells.
One of the main braces of the tenor bell-pit of this frame is
preserved in the church ; it bears the inscription :

1636. EDWARD FREEMAN OF BRACKLY
MADE MEE. IOHN BROOKES AND
ROBERT ALDAY CHVRCHWARDENS

The original sanctus bell-cote remains over the gable above
the chancel arch. The bell is now in the tower. It has been recast
—probably by Richard Keene in the seventeenth century—is hung
for chiming, and bears no inscription.

6 Edw. VI. [Item 3 greate belles one saunctus bell one hand
bell.

Visited : F.S., 1923—195I.

At Stratton Audley Park is a chime of four bells ; tenor 24}
inches in diameter in E. The bells hang in an enclosed turret
above the stables. The stable clock chimes the Westminster
quarters on the four bells, and strikes the hours on the tenor.
Each bell bears the inscription :

TAYLORS Sk FOUNDERS K
LOUGHBOROUGH > 1930 >k

The word stop is Fig. HS.
Visited : F.S., 23rd October, 1940.

286. SWALCLIFFE.
SS. Peter and Paul.

A western tower containing a ring of six bellst; tenor 44 inches
in diameter, in F ; and a bell cote above the gable over the chancel
arch containing a sanctus bell, 14 inches in diameter.

Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.

Treble. (Border, Fig. V2, all vound bell.) | (Fig. 6 o 21

Us.) MY FREE AND HALF FOVNDER
(Coin.) RICHARD (Coin.) WYKHAM
ESq. (Coin.) TO (Coin.) HELP (Fig. Vz2.)
SWALCLIFFE (Fig. Vz.) TOWER (Fig.
V2.) DOTH (Fig. Vz.) MEE (Fig.
Vz.) DESIER (Fig. Vz2.) (Rose.) (Coin.)
(Rose.) 1645 (Fig. Vz2.) [ (Shield, charged
with two chevvons between three roses.)
H 1685 W (Twenty two coins.)
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Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.
Second. HVMPHRY (Fig. V2.) WYKHAM ESP OF 6 1 13
(Fig. Vz.) SWALCLIFFE (Fig. V2.) 1685
(Fig. V2.) | (Shield and coins below as

on treble.)

Third. WILLIAM HITCHCOX CH W 1720 6 1 19
(Bromsgrove foundry mark, Fig. T8.)
(Border, Fig. Uy.) =4 (Fig. Ur.) (Border,

Fig. U7.)

Fourth. HENRY (Fig. V2.) BAGLEY (Fig. Vz.) 8 1 19
MADE (Fig. Vz2.) MEE (Fig. Vz2.) 1685
(Fig. V2.)

Fifth. MATHEW (Fig. V2.) BAGLEY (Fig. V2.) 9 3 16
MADE (Fig. Vz2.) MEE (Fig. Vz.) 1685
(Fig. Vz2.)

Tenor. (Border, Fig. V2, all round bell.) [ 13 2 1

WILLIAM TREDWELL IOHN BAGGET
IAMES WALKER MATHEW AVSTING
THOMAS BVTLER C W 1685
A ring of six by Henry and Matthew Bagley, of Chacombe, of
which the third was recast in 1720 by Richard Sanders. All the
bells have lost their canons. They were rehung with gear, type H,
in a cast-iron H-pattern frame by Messrs. Gillett and Johnston, in
1938.
The former frame was of oak and constructed in two tiers.
The saunce is hung for chiming. It has no inscription or
marks, and on the evidence of its shape was not cast before circa
1860. In the masonry of the chancel may be seen marks made by
the rope of the former saunce in medieval times when it was rung
by means of an external rope operated through a low side window.
The bell was restored to the turret in 1938 : formerly it hung in
the tower.

Visited : F.S., 24th December, 1932 ; 19th January, 1946.

287. SWERFORD.
St. Mary.

A western tower with spire containing a ring of five bells,
Approx.
Bell. Inscription. : Weight.

Cwt.

Treble. J. CASTLE & W: TRONS C: W: (Fig. N6.) 33

W & J TAYLOR OXFORD FEC—T 1823
Second. ...M1': FRANKLIN : R : WEST : C: 33

AA'I:M:B:MADE:ME:J756:.'.

1 Sic.
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IFig. 53. The ring of six bells at Swacliffe.
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Approx.
Bell. Inscription. Weight.

Cwt.
Third. 4+ WF 4 W FRANCKLIN CHURCH 4

WARDENS 1723 |/ (Bromsgrove foundry
mark.) | (Border, Fig. U7.)
Fourth. RICHARD * WEST ,i, TOHN .i, 5
HUMPRES * CHURCH * WARDENS
o o 1766 s | M ofp B oo MADE ofp MEE
Tenor. SAMVEL (Fig. Ag.) BISSELL (Fig. Ag.)
THOMAS (Fig. Ag.) SMITH CHVRCH
WARDENS 1695 WILLIAM (Fig. Ag.)
BAGLEY (Fig. Ag.) MADE (Fig. F1.)
MEE (Fig. Fr.) (Fig. Ag.)

The treble is by William and John Taylor, the second and
fourth by Matthew Bagley, the third by Richard Sanders, and the
tenor by William Bagley.

The bells hang in a two-tier oak frame, with the tenor in the
upper tier.

Visited : F.S., 3oth November, 1929.

288. SWINBROOK.

St. Mary.

A western tower containing three bells. The saunce weighs
I qr. 22 lbs., and was cast at the Whitechapel foundry : it is in-

scribed :
MEARS & CO. FOUNDERS LONDON
1865

The largest bell was cast at the same foundry and during the
same year as the saunce, but after Mr. Stainbank had joined the
firm. It weighs 2 cwt. 3 qrs. 13 Ibs., and bears the inscription :

MEARS & STAINBANK, FOUNDERS,
LONDON 1865. / “O COME LET US SING
UNTO THE LORD.”

The other bell is by Edward Neale, of Burford, and bears
the inscription :
RICHARD @ COLES : C : W : 1685
(Ornament.) E(Fig. Hg.)N (Ornament.)

Visited : T.A.T., 4th July, 1893.

1 Most of the particulars regarding these bells were taken from the White-
chapel foundry ledgers.



THE CHURCH BELLS OF OXFORDSHIRE 401

289. ' SWYNCOMBE.
St. Botolph.

A small canopied open bell-cote, situated below the apex of
the western gable of the nave, contains one bell, 20 inches in
diameter, hung ‘‘dead’’ and sounded by the method known as
““clocking”’

The bell dates from the period 1400-1410, and is either the
work of John Barber, of Salisbury, who died in 1404', or one of
his successors. It bears the inscription :

(Initial cross, Fig. VrIr) % (Wheel
stop, Fig. Tr10.) (Coin.)

The initial cross is similar to that found by Mr. H. B. Walters
at Odstock, Wiltshire, and elsewhere, on bells ascribed by him
to Barber?, whose name appears on a bell at Chiltern, Wiltshire?,
bearing the same lettering as at Odstock but with a smaller initial
cross*. The larger cross, set obliquely, was found by Canon H.
T. Ellacombe at Sapperton, and Stanley-St.-Leonard, Gloucester-
shire’. The alphabet from which the crowned ‘R’ was taken was
subsequently used by Worcester founders, who also used Barber’s
smaller cross®. The Worcester founders, however, only crowned
the initial letter of each word”. Mr. Walters notes that the saunce
at Preston, Rutland, has similar marks to those on the Swyncombe
bell®, but the writer observes that the wheel stops, Rutland,
Fig. 15°, and Gloucester, Fig. 38'°, or Oxford, Fig. T1o, are not
identical. The wheel stop, Fig. Tro, was afterwards used by
Bristol founders'’. The coin is the reverse of a groat of
Edward III.

Preserved in the church is another bell, which for some con-
siderable time has been broken. The surviving fragments have
been joined together by means of iron bands.and rivets'*>. The

1 H. B. Walters, The Church Bells of Wiltshive, 1929, p. 257.

2 Ibid, pp. 151 and 258.

3 Ibid, pp. 51 and 257.

4 F. Sharpe, The Church Bells of Radnorshire, 1947, P. 74.

5 H. T. Ellacombe, The Church Bells of Gloucestershive, 1881, p. 22.

6 H. B. Walters, The Church Bells of Worcestershirve, 1930, p. 288.

7 F. Sharpe, ut sup., 58.

8 H. B. Walters, The Chur(h Bells of Wiltshiwre, 1929, p. 258.

9 T. North, The Church Bells of Rutland, 1880, p. 44.

10 H. T. Ellacombe, ut sup., Plate IX.

1+ H. B. Walters, The Church Bells of Worcesterhive, 1930, p. 288 ;
F. Sharpe, The Church Bells of Radnorshive, 1947, P. 74.

12 The writer hopes that the iron rivets will be removed and copper rivets
inserted.
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bell is 18 inches in diameter, 144 inches high from lip to crown,
1} inches thick at the sound bow, ¢ of an inch at the waist and
£ of an inch thick at the shoulder. On its crown is a flat mould-
ing between two narrow moulding wires ; and there are similar
mouldings above the inscription band ; there are’ two moulding
wires below the inscription band and three above the sound-bow ;
below the sound-bow are two mouldings, one flat and the other
narrow. The bell is of considerable interest from its inscription
and beautiful fourteenth century lettering. It is inscribed :

+ HYIVSCAMPANE : IBESVHESTNOMENSPELIALE
Apart from the initial cross and three-point word stop the letters
are equally spaced, and are formed on paterae. The inscription

reads :
““Hujus campane Ihesus est Nomen speciale.’’

It is not possible to assign the bell to any particular foundry.
The initial cross closely resembles that used by Sandre, of Glouces-
ter, circa 1320', but the lettering is not the usual Gloucester type?,
The flat mouldings on the crown are characteristic of fourteenth
century London bells, but there is no further reason for associating
the bell with any known London make. The lettering on the
Swyncombe bell is unlike any of the well known London four-
teenth century types, and the bell bears no London founder’s
marks. Flat mouldings above the inscription band were some-
times used by provincial founders as at Stoke Talmage, Oxford-
shire?, and Disserth, Radnorshire*. All that can be said with
certainty is that the bell dates from the first half of the fourteenth
century and that it is probably the work of some provincial bell
founder.

Before the middle of the nineteenth century the bells hung
in the church porch. The inventory of 1553 states : First 2 belles
hanging in the porche.

Tllustrations of the lettering and marks on the bells were pub-
lished by H. A. Napier, but the inscription on the “Jesus’” bell
was not accurately drawn by him and several of his statements
regarding the bells are incorrect’. The *‘Jesus’ bell is illustrated
in Fig. 52.

Visited : E.J.M.S., F.S., 26th April, 1952 ; D.P., F.5,
22nd July, 1952.

1 H. T. Ellacombe, ut sup., Plate IV.

2 H. T. Tilley and H. B. Walters, The Church Bells of Warwickshire,
1910, P. 5.

3 See p. 392.

4 F. Sharpe, ut sup., 27

5 H. A. Napier, An sttm'zcal Notice of Swyncombe and Ewelme, 1858,

p. 225.
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290. SYDENHAM.
St. Mary.

A central tower with spire confaining a ring of three bells ;
tenor 33 inches in diameter, in BP ; and a sanctus bell, 13 inches
in diameter.

Approx.
Bell. Inscription. Weight.
Cwt.
Treble. (No inscription.) 4
Second. THOMAS MEARS & SON OF LONDON 5%
. FECIT 1810 (Loop border, Fig. G11.)
Tenor. LET YOVR HOPE BE XN THE LORD o

1625 (Fig. N14.)

The treble is probably a medieval casting ; it has fairly
straight sides, a wide spreading rim, tall canons, and no moulding
wires. Its strike note has been sharpened by the removal of much
of its lip, probably in an attempt to raise it a semi-tone in order
to change the scale of the tuning of the ring from minor to major.

The second is from the Whitechapel foundry ; its tone is very
sonorous compared with the softer ones of the older bells.

The tenor is by Ellis Knight I. Its inscription is formed in
“‘sheet-metal’” type.

The bells hang in a two-tier oak frame : the treble is in the
upper tier. The gear is similar to type A, but with the exception
that the clappers have eighteenth century wooden heads.

The saunce is hung for chiming in the ringing chamber ! It
retains its original elm headstock, drive-in type gudgeons, and
nailed and keyed ironwork. It was cast at the Reading foundry
and bears the date :

1650.
6 Edw. VI. TItem 3 belles and 1 sans bell.

Visited : F.S., 22nd September, 1934.

291. TACKLEY.
St. Nicholas.

A central tower containing a ring of six bells ; tenor 44 inches
in diameter, in F ; and a sanctus bell, 16 inches in diameter.
Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.
Treble. MEARS & STAINBANK, LONDON. / 5 1 3

TACKLEY FOLK GAVE ME 1924. / G.
PERRY-GORE RECTOR. /| W. EVETTS

JUNR., / S. F. EVETTS, }
CHURCHWARDENS. .
Second. CAST BY JOHN WARNER & SONS 5 3 o}

LONDON 1859. [/ (Royal Arms.) |/
PATENT
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Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.
Third. 1689 (Remainder of inscviption chistled 6 2 of
off.)
Fourth. (Same as second.) 7 3 of
Fifth. ROBART  STANDARD  NATHANIEL 10 o of
BVRDEN C W 1664 )
Tenor.t COMPTON READ KNIGHT AND 14 o of

BARRONET 1664 | (Shield, bearing
quarterly 1 and 4 :@ a saltive between four
garbs, for Reade , quarterly 2 and 3:@ a
cross fleurie, for Brocket ; and the badge
of Ulster in fesse point.) t

The treble was cast at the Whitechapel foundry and added to
the ring in 1924. The second and fourth are by Messrs. Warner,
and the remainder by Richard Keene.

The treble has a ““Doncaster’” pattern head ; the second, third,
and fourth retain their canons, and have been quarter-turned ; the
two largest have lost their canons. ‘

The bells hang in a two-tier oak frame : the upper tier was
installed in 1924 by Mr. Richard White and houses the second bell;
the lower tier dates from the seventeenth century. The gear, type
B, is by Mr. White.

The saunce is hung for chiming in the east window of the
belfry. It bears the date :

1792

In the Walters’” MS.? is a note stating that the saunce was

inscribed :

1 4 C 1599
This must refer to the predecessor of the present bell. Unfor-
tunately Mr. Walters does not state his source of information.

Visited : C.H.K., F.S., 22nd January, 1949.

292. TADMARTON.
St. Nicholas.

A western tower containing a ring of six bellsf; tenor 40
inches in diameter, in G ; and a bell-cote on the gable above the
chancel arch containing a sanctus bell, 11 inches in diameter.

Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.
Treble. 1947 (Whitechapel foundry mark.) 4 1 5
Second. 3763 | (Cable wmoulding all round bell.) 4 3 o}

/ :-: IOSIAH : CHESTER : IOHN :

HADLAND - CHURCH : WARDENS
MATTHEW : BAGLEY : MADE : MEE

1 T am indebted to P. S. Spokes, Esq., for the description of the heraldry.
2 Walters' MS., fol. 286. Society of Antiquaries Library.
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Photo.: Harris Morgan, Esq.

Fig. 54. A disused fourteenth century bell at Swyncombe.
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Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.
Third. NEWCOMBE OF LEICESTER MADE 5 1 of
MEE
Fourth. GOD SAVE KING IAMES 1607 /[ 6 1 1I0
(Loughborough foundry mark.) | RECAST
1923
Fifth. HENRY : BAGLEE MADE MEE (Fig. 8 o of

B7.) (Shield, Fig. Prgq.) (Fig. R13.) 1637

(Fig. Rr3.) (Fig. By.) GOD SAVE THE

KING (Border, Fig. Bro.)

Tenor. (Vine border all rvound bell.l) | 4= COM2 11 o of

AT Q MY Q CALL <> TO
SEAVR® (, GOD ¢ AL* +

ANNODOMINI2 1618 |/ R (Bell.?) P |

(Royal Arms of period, surrounded by a

vine-border, with the inscrviption : ‘‘DIEV

ET MON DROIT"’ below.)

The treble is by Mears and Stainbank ; the second by Matthew
Bagley 11 ; the third by Newcombe* ; the fourth by J. Taylor
and Co.; the fifth by Henry Bagley 1 ; and the tenor by Richard
Purdue.

The treble was added to the ring in 1947. A tablet on the
west wall of the nave is inscribed :

To THE GLORY OF GOD

Tuis TABLET RECORDS THE ADDITION OF
A TREBLE BELL TO THE BELFREY® OF THIS CHURCH

IERECTED BY HIS FFAMILY

IN LoVING AND GRATEFUL MEMORY OF
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER
NIGEL JoHN CROSSLEY

Rovar Navy
Wup Diep or WOUNDS RECEIVED
WHILE IN ComMmmMAND oF H.M.S. Gipsy
27TH NOVEMBER 1930

RING our THE DARKNESS OF THE LAND
RING IN THE CHRIST THAT Is TO BE
The fourth was recast at the Loughborough foundry in 1923.
The former bell was by Atton, of Buckingham, and, with the
exception of the omission of Fig. H3, its inscription has been ad-
mirably reproduced in facsimile on its successor.

1 Hlustrated in Fig. 12 of H. B. Walters’ Church Bells of Wiltshire, 1925,
~p. 19.
Sic.

See I'ig. Rir.
See p. 310.
Sic.

ool e
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The tenor is similar to bells at Brailes, Warwickshire,® and
Alkerton, Hanborough, Headington and Heyford, Oxfordshire.?

The ring hangs in a modern cast-iron side-pattern frame. The
treble has gear, type G, by Mr. Richard White, who installed the
new bell in 1947 : the others have gear, type B, by Messrs. Day
and Sons, circa 1900.

The saunce hangs in a medieval bell-cote. It is a modern
“‘brass-foundry’’ type casting with no inscription facing north,
east or south ; and, so far as the writer could ascertain, none on the
west side of the bell. It is secured to an older headstock by means
of nailed straps.®

Visited : F.S., 11th April, 1925 ; H.G., V.L., F.S., 14th May,
1047. '

293. TAYNTON.
St. John the Evangelist.

A western tower containing a ring of six bellst; tenor 34 inches
in diameter, in Bb.

Approx.
Bell. Inscription. Weight.

Cwt.
Treble. CAST 1937 TO COMMEMORATE THE 31

CORONATION OF KING GEORGE VI. /
T. BOND. FOUNDER. BURFORD.

Second. T. BOND FOUNDER. CAST 1937 TO 3%
COMMEMORATE THE CORONATION
OF KING GEORE* VI.

Third. RECAST 1937. TO THE GLORY OF GOD. 4
T. BOND FOUNDER BURFORD. /
HARRY. HOULTON. / ADMIRAL T. D.
GILBERT. C.B. /| CHURCHWARDENS.
/ GERALD R. P. PARKINSON. VICAR.

Fourth. MR. IOHN RVTTER SIDESMAN (Border, 4%
Fig. D8.) A(Bell.)R 1717 (Border, Fig.
D38.)

Fifth. ABRA : RVDHALL OF GLOVCESTER 5%
BELLFOVNDER 1717 (Border, Fig. D2.)

Tenor. RECAST 1937. TO THE GLORY OF GOD. 7%

T. BOND FOUNDER BURFORD. OXON.
(Lion stamp, Fig. LS, eight times.)

1 H. T. Tilley and H. B. Walters, The Church Bells of Warwickshire.
1910, p. 123.

See pp. 12, 152, 158 and 165.

Or shearbands. See p. 306.

Sic.

oW
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The treble and second were added to the ring in 1937. They
were cast by Thomas Bond, of Burford, who also recast the third
and tenor, and installed a new cast iron side-pattern frame, and
gear, type J.

The fourth and fifth are by Abraham Rudhall I, by whom the
ring was cast in I1717.

The predecessor of the third, formerly the treble of a ring of
four, was inscribed :!

WHEN WE RING I SWEETLY SING
(Fig.D8.) A (Bell.) R 1717 (Fig. DS§.)

The former tenor bore the inscription :

PROSPERITY TO ALL OVR
BENEFACTORS (Fig. DS8.) A(Bell.)R
1717 (Border, Fig. Dig.)

A local tradition asserts that in the eighteenth century the
tower contained six bells ; and in Kelly’s Directory it is stated :
“two bells were lost in 1810 when a Gloucester bellfounder went
bankrupt.”” This is confirmed by entries in the Rudhall bell cata-
logues. In the 1751 edition of these is the eatry : “Taynton 6
[bells].””; but, in the 1830 edition, which lists only complete
rings, Taynton is not mentioned.?

Visited : F.S., 2nd August, 1948.

294. TETSWORTH.
St. Giles.

A western tower containing a ring of six bells{; tenor 29 inches
in diameter, in Db.

Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.

Treble. 1853 / M & S. LONDON. 1936 2 1 26
(Whitechapel foundry mark.)

Second. 1605 / M & S. LONDON. 1936. 2 3 20
(Whitechapel foundry wmark.)

Third. (Same as second.) 3 o 8

Fourth. 1702/ M & S. LONDON. 1936. 3 I 14

(Whitechapel foundry wmark.)

1 Notes by the Rev. T. A. Turner, gth June, 1893. Walters MS., fol.
288. Society of Antiquaries Library.

2 Catalogue of bells cast by the Rudhalls, of Gloucester, 1751 ; and Ibid,
1830.
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Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.

Fifth. 1695 / THESE BELLS WERE RECAST 4 o 11
AND REHUNG / IN 1936, / AS THE
GIFT OF MRS. A. E. HUTT, /| WIDOW
OF THE LATE CHURCHWARDEN OF
TETSWORTH. / M & S. LONDON.
(Whitechapel foundry wmark.)

Tenor. =G Bdess Ias. ALLEN CHURCH 4 2 25
WARDEN 1787  WiLLM. HoBpay A
PRINCIPAL /| BENEFACTOR TOWARDS THE
TREBLE BELL |/ MEARS & STAINBANK,
FOUNDERS, LONDON. 1936. (Whitechapel
foundry mark.)

A ring of six, cast at the Whitechapel foundry, and hung with
gear, type E, in an oak frame by Mr. Richard White. Portions
of the inscriptions on the former bells have been reproduced in
facsimile on the new ones. At the writer’s suggestion the date
medallions were cut out of the old bells and are preserved in the
church.

Details of the former ring of six bells ; tenor 30} inches in
diameter, in Bb.

Bell. . Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.
Treble. ]  WARNER & SONS  CRESENT 2 1 12
FOUNDRY LONDON 1853
Second. 1695 1 2 26
Third. 1695 2 o0 23
Fourth. 1702 2. 2 123
Fifth. 1695 3 1 17
Tenor. -: i i--- Ias. ALLEN CHURCH WARDEN 5 0 1I4
1787 WiLLm.  HoBpavy A PRINCIPAL

BENEFACTOR TOWARDS THE TREBLE BELL
(Bovder, Fig. DS.)

The treble was by Messrs. Warner ; the second, third and
fifth by Richard Keene ; the fourth by Richard Chandler ; and the
tenor by John Rudhall. The inscription on the tenor proves that
the treble had a predecessor. The treble and tenor had no argents;
the treble was a maiden bell, the second and third had been sharp-
ened ; the strike-notes of the others had been flattened. The
tuning of the tenor had been done in some kind of primitive tuning-
machine, probably that invented by Rudhall. According to an
oral tradition long prevalent among ringers, this was a simple ver-
tical lathe rotated by means of a long revolving shaft to which a
donkey was harnessed.



410 THE CHURCH BELLS OF OXFORDSHIRE

The unusual scale of weights should be noted. Richard
Keene’s bells were abnormally thin and he was obviously experi-
menting in the design of his trebles.?

Details of the former bells were taken as they lay in the
churchyard before being sent to Whitechapel to be recast.

In his History of the Deanery of Bicester, the Rev. Canon J.
C. Blomfield gives an account of the family of Pettie, of Stoke
Lyne.? The last member of this family, Christopher Pettie, had
estates in the parish of Great Milton and his name was formerly
inscribed on the tenor there.?> Canon Blomfield gives the following
quotation from ‘‘Delafield’s MS. account of Great Milton’’:?

“This Christopher Pettie left his name on one of the bells in Tetsworth
Church, a lasting memorial of his unthriftiness, folly, and extravagance.
For being much addicted to ringing he carried about with him a set of
silken ropes (as I have heard it often affirmed) and a train of idle fellows
for his accommodation of that exercise, till he had rung away a good
estate, and dyed very old and extremely reduced at Thame.”

Pettie’s bell may have been any one of those recast in 1695,
1702 or 1787.

On 14th June, 1683, the churchwardens stated :

“Imprimis Wee present that our biggest bell is Broken & desire that
the same maybe speedily amended.

ffra ffawsett John parker Ch. Wardens.

Md. the New Ch. Wardens did appeare at the Visitation the day &
yeare abovesd about 5 of the Clock in the afternoon & did desire that
they might have to the feast of the Annunciation of our blessed Virgin St.
Mary next to new cast the sd Bell & to certify thereof within a Week
after.”’4

Visited : F.S., 15th February, 1936 ; 26th March, 1949.

295, TEW, GREAT.
St. Michael.
A western tower containing a ring of eight bells ; tenor 51}
inches in diameter, in EP°; and a sanctus bell, 174 inches in
diameter.

Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.

Treble. PROSPERITY TO THE CHURCH OF 6 1 6
ENGLAND (Border, Fig. Dr1o.)

Second. GOD SAUE THE QUEEN 1709 (Fig. DS.) 5 'z 22

A : R (Two bells.) (Fig. D8.)

1 See pp. 248, 251 and 343.

See p. 210.

3 J. C. Blomfield. Deanery of Bicester, Part VIII. A History of Ardley,
Bucknell, Caversfield and Stoke Lyne, 1894, p. 20.

4 Oxford Diocesan Visitation Papers, quoted O.R.S. Vol. 10, 1928, p. 172.

5 The strike-note of the tenor, and the key-note of the ring is between
Ep and D.

&)
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Photo : Harris Morgan, Esq.

Fig. 55. Bucknell. The treble bell, cast by Bartholomew
Attun, 1597, hanging in a medieval oak bell-frame,
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Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.
Third. (Scroll  border, Fig. D8, and seven 7 0 4
wmpressions of civcular stamps, or seals.)

CHARLES & TonN RupnaLL FECT

1785 (Medallion.) | (Flat wmoulding all
round bell.)

Fourth. ABR: RUDHALL CAST THIS PEAL! 7 3 9
1709 (Fuig. Dz.)
Fifth. + J: BARLOW J: FAULKS & J: 9 o 15

GARDNER C: WARDENS 4+ 4+ W & J:
TAYLOR FOUNDERS 1842

Sixth. WILLIAM HARTLEY MINISTER 1709 11 3 4
(Fig. DS.)
Seventh. IOHN IENENS THO : HOARE 15 o 12

CHURCHWARDENS 17009 (Fig. DS.)
(Seroll border, Fig. D8, all round bell.)

Tenor. FRANCIS KECK ESQR. BENEFACTOR 22 o 10
1709 (fig. Cs.) | (Scroll border, Fig. DS.)

A ring of eight by Abraham Rudhall I, 1709, of which the
third and fifth bells have been recast. The third is by Charles-
and John Rudhall whose bells are comparatively rare : the fifth
is by Messrs. Taylor, of Oxford. All the bells have lost their
canons. They were rehung in a two-tier cast-iron composite “H”’
and ““A”" pattern frame with new gear, type H, by Messrs. Mears
and Stainbank, in 1924. The upper tier houses the second, third,
and fifth.

The saunce bears the inscription :

MEARS ET STAINBANK FECERUNT. /
THIS PEAL! OF EIGHT BELLS TUNED
AND REHUNG IN AN IRON FRAME
1924

The former saunce bore no inscription or marks. The former
fifth was inscribed :

PEACE AND GOOD NEIGHBOURHOOD 1709*

The ring is considered by most campanologists to be one of
the best-toned in the Diocese. North Oxfordshire ringers have
been known to debate at great lengths on the respective merits of
these bells and the ring at Adderbury. Of the two rings the writer
prefers the one at Great Tew.

Visited : F.S., 4th September, 1926; g9th September, 1950.

1 816,
2 J. Skelton, Collections for the History and Antiquities of Oxfordshire,
1813, {ol. 56.
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296. TEW, LITTLE.
St. John-the-Evangelist.
A north-western tower containing a chime of six bells ; tenor
36 inches in diameter, in A, weighing approximately 8 cwt.

The fourth bell bears the inscription :

CAST BY JOHN WARNER & SONS
LONDON 1868 [/ (Royal Arms.) |/
PATENT

The other five bells are similarly inscribed but with the excep-
tion that they bear the date :
1869.
The canons of the treble are broken and the bell is badly
cracked in the crown ; the third has a ““Doncaster’’ pattern head;
the others have angular-type canons.

The bells are sounded by means of an “‘Ellacombe’’ chiming
manual. They were the gift of the Rev. C. F. Garrett, M.A., first
vicar of the parish.

Visited : W.M.E.S., F.S., gth September, 1950.

297. THAME.
St. Mary.

A central tower containing a ring of eight bells ; tenor 42}
inches in diameter, in F#, and a sanctus bell, 18} inches in
diameter.

Bell. Inscription. Cwt.Qrs.Lbs.

Treble. MEARS & STAINBANK, FOUNDERS, 4 o 7
LONDON. 1876.

Second. (Same as treble.) 4 2 24
Third. (The same.) 4 2 25
Fourth. (The same.) 5 T b
Fifth. (The same.) 6 1 I
Sixth. (The same.) 7 2 3
Seventh. (The same.) 10 1 6
Tenor. MEARS & STAINBANK, FOUNDERS, 13 o 13

LONDON. / REVD. E. B. CORBETT,
VICAR / WILLIAM EDDEN / RICHARD
BERRY |} CHURCH WARDENS. / 1876.
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The ring was cast at the Whitechapel foundry in 1876 from
the metal of the former ring. The bells hang in a nineteenth
century oak frame, and are fitted with gear, type E, part of which
dates from the nineteenth and part from the present century.

The saunce bears no inscription. Judged by its shape and
mouldings it appears to date from the seventeenth century. 1t
is hung for chiming and retains its original elm headstock, drive-in
type gudgeons, and nailed ironwork : it has not been quarter
turned.

On one of the piers supporting the central tower is a brass
tablet, inscribed :

“R L 1876. Ab maiorem Dei Gloviam. In the pear 1867, Richard Lee,
Surgeon of this Totwn, raiged a fund by gubgcription amounting to £240. for
recasting the six old bells of this house of praper. @A peal on eight netw bells,

hung in the tower, was first rung on August X3 of the abobe-named pear. Map
Gob the Trinity bless and have mercey upon all the Donors. Amen!”’

The parish of Thame is fortunate in possessing interesting and
valuable churchwardens’ accounts which go back as far as the year
1442, and throw much light on the early history of the bells and
their founders. The accounts were transcribed in part by the
Rev. F. G. Lee and some of the transcriptions included in his
history of the parish.” Others made by Dr. A. D. Tyssen, or his
father, were used by Mr. A. H. Cocks when compiling his book
on the bells ¢f Buckinghamshire® as, at the time, the original ac-
counts were lost. They were subsequently found and some of the
early entries published in the Berks., Bucks. and Oxon Journal®:
others were included in Mr. Lupton’s Extracts from the Accoun's
of the Proctors and Stewards of the Prebendal Church of the
Blessed Virgin of Thame.*

The extracts from the accounts given below are taken from
these four sources.

With a few exceptions the accounts covering the years
1442 1486 contain only receipts for the ringing of the great bell
for “vales’’, and payments for minor repairs of which the follow-
ing furnish good examples.

F. G. Lee, The History of Thame Church, 1883.

A H. Cocks, The Church Bells of Buckinghamshive, 1897.

The Berks., Bucks. and Oxon. Journal, Vols. VII-—XX.

H Lupton, Extracts from the Accounts of the Proctors and Stewards of
the Prebendal Church of the Blessed Virgin [Mary] of Thame, com-
mencing in the Year 1529, and ending in the Year 1641, And of the
Churchwardens of Thame, beginning in the Year 1542. 1852,

SRR
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1442. e e
For rep’asyo’l of the bellys of tomas Wodgrene . . . . vjs viijd.

Yn expensys of ye same nobul? for a rope to the grete belle . . . .
xvjd.

Ffor the makyng of iij bawdryck . . . . viijd.

And anothr tyme for ye making of a klapur at tomas smyghtheys

.. vjd.

and for Wytheleder . . . . ijd.

and for bawdreykys making at dyversetymys . . . . viijd.

for a klapur making at tomas smyghtheys at Wyttsontyde . . . . iijs
iiijd.
1444- B
halso for maky’g of ij brasysse? to a bell . . . . xviijd.

1447. _ _
Item for mending of the grete bell whele . . . . id.
Item for makyng baudrikkes . . . . vjd.

1449

Item to kocke haron for me’dyng of ye bellys howr parte . . . . vs
vijd.

Item to tomas smyzt for worke of ye yr keret of ye bellys . . . . ijd.

From an inventory made in 1448 we learn that the church
then possessed a ring of five large bells ; in the tower was another
bell not forming part of the ring ; there were two sacring bells®
in the chancel ; and in addition the church possessed five hand-
bells, four of which were used as lych bells.®
Itm ii’j hand Belles ffor s'rvyse of dede pepull.

Itm a lytyll Bell of laton of the gyfft off Agnes Bryghtwell for visitacon

off seke men.

Itm v grete Belles wt so many clapps honging in the Stepull off the said

church.

Itm a lytell Bell for the hy Autr to ryng to Sacring wyth.

Itm a lytell Bell hongyng in the chauncele by the quere dor for to ryng

Sacryng.
Itm a Belle hongyng in the saide Stepull for to ryng to holyewat’ wyth
Sondayes.

‘The weights of the two largest bells are mentioned in later
accounts, and from these we may calculate their notes and the
sizes of the remaining three in the ring. The five bells were al-
most identical with the five largest in the rings at Bloxham” and
Christ Church, Oxford.?

Sic.

i.e. ‘‘noble’’: value 6s. 8d.

Brass bearings.

Gear.

Sacring bells were rung during Mass at the Consecration of the Elements.
Lych bells were rung before funereal processio